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This is another book of a series that takes a
day to day look at the “Politics of Sports Business” in 2023, 365
commentaries and all of them are derived from one central thought.
How sports operates with three absolute needs to be successful.
Government backing. Money from television. Corporate support. It
really does not matter if a sport is headquartered in the United
States or in China. 2023 was a year which saw Major League Baseball
owners approve the relocation of Oakland Athletics’ owner John
Fisher business from the San Francisco Bay Area to the Las Vegas
market. Municipalities earmarked billions of dollars for either new
or renovated Major and Minor League Baseball, National Basketball
Association and National Football League owners. “Shamateurism” in
American college sports was a major topic of conversation as
college sports leaders want to keep so-called “student-athletes”
under their collective thumbs. The 365 essays reflect that
thinking. Evan Weiner, January 2024.

January 2023: The National Football League as
a collective decided that it was time to get serious and get new
stadiums or renovated stadiums. Oakland remains a Major League
Baseball problem. The International Olympic Committee cannot find a
host for the 2030 Winter Olympics.

The College Football Season Is Not Over
Yet

January 1, 2023

January 1st used to be the end of
the college football season. There would be a champion crowned
after the completion of the traditional bowl games. But money has
changed everything and January 1st is just another day. In 2023,
the college football industry is taking New Year’s Day off because
it does not want to compete with the NFL which has a full slate of
games. On January 2nd though, the legal holiday in the United
States, there are meaningless games scheduled because the only two
games that matter have already taken place, in NFL stadiums in
Glendale, Arizona and Atlanta. There were 43 corporate named
college football bowl games scheduled this year. But no direct
payments go to student-athletes who are the show.

 


The term "student-athlete" has been used to
deny players benefits such as salaries and long-term health care
from injuries suffered on the field whether in practice or in a
game. Courts have pretty much routinely upheld the college side of
things in lawsuits filed by severely injured players or survivors
of players killed on the field. Schools do not have to pay
workman's compensation or long-term health care costs because the
athlete is a student not an employee of the school. The athletic
scholarship is very one sided, in favor of the schools although
there is some justification that the schools are offering
scholarships to players and that players ought to be grateful for
that. Teams playing in the bowl games pay no taxes on bowl payoffs
thanks to an antitrust exemption. Some players are paid through a
third party which has been a problem with NCAA leaders. The players
have stories to tell later on in life about appearing in a big
game. The coaches get millions, athletic directors bonuses. The
players may get a ring.

 


NBA Owners And Players CBA Talks Tied To
TV

January 2, 2023

National Basketball Association owners and
the National Basketball Players Association now have until February
8th to decide to end the parties’ Collective Bargaining Agreement.
If either party pulls out, the present deal ends on June 30th,
2023. The two sides are, as always, talking about how to split
money. But there may be a significant factor hovering over the
talks. Since a great deal of the NBA is funded by television money,
there is a concern that some of that money will evaporate if Turner
Sports decides not to renew its deal with the NBA. That agreement
ends in 2025. The NBA’s last TV rights contract was signed with
Time Warner’s Turner Sports, not the present Warner Bros owner, and
Walt Disney’s ESPN. It was a nine-year contract worth about $2
billion. Turner Sports was sold as part of a deal in which
Discovery landed all of Time Warner’s properties and the new
company has been lopping off divisions and cutting expenses in its
CNN division, in its movie division and across the board. Disney
has a new CEO, former boss Bob Iger, because the company was not
doing well financially.

 


In 2021, there was a report that the NBA was
looking for an eight-billion-dollar deal from its potential
TV-video streaming partners. One company that is not going to get
involved with any sports league is Netflix. “We’ve not seen a
profit path to renting big sports,” said Ted Sarandos, Netflix
co-CEO and chief content officer. The present NBA partners have
made it clear, at least in the present time, that cost containment
might be a prudent way to go. David Zaslav, the CEO of Warner Bros,
said the company doesn't “have to have the NBA.” Television rights
fees loom large in the talks.

 


Goodbye Tampa Bay Bandits, We Hardly Knew
You

January 3, 2023

Did anybody notice in the Tampa Bay market
that the United States Football League has approved the transfer of
the Tampa Bay Bandits franchise to Memphis? If people didn’t
notice, there is a good reason. The Bandits football team played
its games in Birmingham, Alabama in 2022 and had no presence in the
Tampa Bay market. The Memphis team will be called the Showboats,
the name of the USFL team that played there in 1984 and 1985. The
original United States Football League ended play in 1985. There
was a United States Football League that was on the drawing board
during World War II around 1944 with plans to play in 1945. That
league never got off the ground in part due to World War II. That
league also planned to play all of its home games in "a major
Eastern city" until the war ended. In 2022, the present USFL played
all of its games in Birmingham with the exception of the
championship game that was played in Canton, Ohio at the Pro
Football Hall of Fame stadium. It appears Birmingham and Memphis
will host most of the USFL games in 2023.

 


The Showboats franchise will not be the only
team in town. The Houston Gamblers will play “home” games in
Memphis as well. Ironically enough, when the World Football League
folded in 1975, the Birmingham and Memphis football team owners
petitioned the National Football League for franchises. The NFL
said no. Don’t worry Tampa Bay fans, the USFL does have plans for
the market. USFL executive vice-president for football operations,
Daryl Johnston told the Sports Business Journal that the USFL “is
going to have to have (Tampa Bay) not play this year” because we
can only have eight teams and the Bandits are “going to come back
at some point.” The question is will anyone care?

 


NFL Might Be Forced To Hold Two Games In
Germany In 2023

January 4, 2023

The National Football League has not given up
on Mexico City as a source of income as the city has been hosting
league games over the years as part of an international series but
the league will be absent in 2023 and 2024 in Mexico. The reason?
Mexico City’s stadium, which was good enough for NFL games except
for 2018 where field conditions prevented the league from staging a
game, is not good enough for the governing body of soccer. The
stadium will be renovated because FIFA wants palatial settings for
its well-heeled 2026 Men's World Cup customers and the Mexico City
stadium doesn’t meet FIFA standards. The NFL probably will be
seeking Mexico pesos again in 2025. But that leaves the door open
for Germany, a place that has caught the NFL’s eye. The NFL
apparently is in love with Germany and could stage a second
international series game there in 2023.

 


Initially, the NFL announced it would stage
an annual game in Germany through 2025, with games hosted in Munich
and Frankfurt. The NFL wants to become a player in European sports
even though there is no support system to produce players in any
European country from the six-year-old level to high school. So,
every game would just be an event as opposed to being part of the
fabric of a community. Brett Gosper, who is the NFL’s Head of
Europe and UK, said that Spain and France are the two nations the
league is most heavily considering currently. Gosper also said the
Nordic countries, particularly Sweden, are potential future
locations for NFL games. In 1988, the Minnesota Vikings played the
Chicago Bears in the only preseason game ever played in Sweden. The
NFL is the biggest sports league in the United States but does not
have a large presence globally.

 


NWSL Wants To Expand But Should Solve
Harassment Problems First

January 5, 2023

The National Women’s Soccer League plans to
add a new franchise soon, and league officials will decide if
Boston, or the San Francisco Bay Area, or the Tampa Bay market fits
its business model. The league also will try to get beyond a
massive problem in 2023. There was a pattern of abusive behavior
from management toward the players. In mid-December, the NWSL and
NWSL Players Association released the findings of their joint
investigation which included “widespread misconduct” in the league.
The NWSL and NWSLPA started the investigation led by former acting
United States Attorney General Sally Yates to investigate the
claims in October 2021 after a report in The Athletic detailed
allegations of sexual harassment and coercion made in 2015 against
Portland Thorns head coach Paul Riley. Riley moved on from Portland
and ended up coaching the NWSL’s Western New York Flash, a team
based in Elmira which moved to Cary, North Carolina in 2017 and was
renamed the North Carolina Courage. Riley was fired after The
Athletic story.

There was a similar problem with the league’s
Chicago Red Stars ownership which dismissed player complaints about
head coach Rory Dames. The Red Stars franchise is up for sale. The
Portland Thorns franchise is also up for sale. Other teams had
problems too. The league will enter a new phase where behavioral
boundaries are to be established. The NWSL will implement a policy
“that will create clear rules regarding romantic and/or sexual
relationships and/or encounters between players and staff”. The
NWSL will also increase background checks on its personnel and come
up with standards for alcohol use in social settings. The NWSL may
also be cleaning up its act because there is money to be split by
the owners in the expansion pot, perhaps as much as $40 million.
Money talks.

Football Is Violent And Is Marketed That Way
January 6, 2023

The New York Times has discovered that
football is a violent game after the on-field incident in a Monday
Night Football game on January 2nd which saw Buffalo’s Damar Hamlin
suffer cardiac arrest after a play. It is unknown why Hamlin went
into cardiac arrest. There was also quite a bit of concern as to
how to finish the game like the game really mattered. For the
record, Cincinnati had a 7-3 lead. The game had playoff
implications. The NFL did suspend play which is more than the
league did in 1971 when Detroit’s Chick Hughes died on the field on
October 24th in a game against Chicago. The final one minute and
two seconds of that game was completed. Hughes is the only NFL
player to die on the field. Al Lucas who played for the Arena
Football League’s Los Angeles Avengers died from an in-game neck
injury in April 2005.

In 1963, Kansas City Chiefs running back
Stone Johnson died 10 days after he broke his neck in an exhibition
game against the Houston while blocking on a kickoff return. In
1960, tackle Howard Glenn of the New York Titans, injured his neck
on a play and died soon afterward. Washington tackle Dave Sparks,
in 1954, and Chicago Cardinals tackle Stan Mauldin, in 1948, died
of heart attacks after games. Football sells violence. The first
real television marketing push selling violence came on CBS in 1960
with the showing of “The Violent World of Sam Huff”. Huff was with
the New York Giants at that time. In 1905 The President of the
United States Theodore Roosevelt threatened to ban football after a
reported 40 players died over a two-year period from football
injuries. Roosevelt demanded the rules of the game be changed to
make football safe. More than 117 years later, football remains
violent.

Can The Swiss Hold The 2030 Winter
Olympics?

January 7, 2023

The International Olympic Committee is
looking for an on-ice miracle in finding a 2030 Winter Olympics
venue. It would seem that Salt Lake City would be a perfect choice
for the group as there is some existing infrastructure in Utah that
can be utilized for the IOC’s top winter spectacular. After all,
Salt Lake City’s bid is still alive while the Sapporo, Japan bid
has been put on ice because of a bribery scandal surrounding the
2021 Tokyo Olympics. The 2030 Vancouver, British Columbia bid
appears to be dead as local politicians think there are better ways
to spend public money than throwing loonies at a two-week sports
gathering. But there is a red flag associated with Salt Lake City’s
bid. The United States Olympic And Paralympic Committee has some
reservations about hosting an Olympics just 18 months or so after
the 2028 Los Angeles summer event. The USOPC may be worried about
approaching marketing partners for billions of dollars in revenues
so soon after Los Angeles and it appears the USOPC would rather get
the 2034 winter event.

 


There could be a lifeline out there although
it may be more illusionary than real. There could be a joint bid
between Switzerland, France and Italy put together and presented to
the IOC for the 2030 Winter Olympics. But getting all the
components aligned could be a massive problem. The Swiss government
is reluctant to back the bid because there have been three public
referendums in the past where voters said no to spending money for
Olympic events. There is also a problem with Italy as the country
is hosting the 2026 Winter Olympics and there may not be a
political or marketing partner appetite to spend money on an IOC
event so soon after the 2026 games. The IOC may be stuck with Salt
Lake City.

 


A New Titans Stadium In Nashville Is On Deck
January 8, 2023

It is very likely sometime in the next few
months that the National Football League’s Tennessee Titans
ownership will be getting its wish. A new Nashville stadium to
replace the current stadium which was opened in 1999. The Titans
ownership initially wanted to renovate the stadium but then the
ownership concluded that for a few hundred million dollars more, a
new stadium could be built. Local politicians will finish
negotiations with Titans management and will eventually announce
the date a shovel will be put into the ground and the start of the
construction of the facility. The proposed stadium will cost at
least $2.1 billion and with inflation that price will go up. The
stadium could open in 2026 and the first big event in the building
could be the 2027 WrestleMania event. The stadium will be the
recipient of the largest public subsidy ever for an NFL stadium
surpassing Las Vegas and Buffalo’s subsidies.

 


Who is paying the $2.1 billion? The project
could end up costing Nashville taxpayers more than $760 million.
The deal needs government approval which is why there were public
hearings. Titans’ ownership will kick in $840 million with that
money coming from personal seat licensing sales and a National
Football League loan. Another $1.3 billion will come from the
pockets of Tennessee taxpayers, many of whom will never set foot in
the stadium. Tennessee legislators have approved the allocation of
$500 million in bonds to the project. The local $760 million needed
to complete the stadium would be funded by Metro Sports Authority
revenue bonds backed by a new 1% countywide hotel occupancy tax,
in-stadium sales taxes and half of the state and local sales tax
revenues from a planned 130-acre stadium-village with the stadium
as the anchor. Is it a worthwhile investment for less than a dozen
set events a year? Nashville politicians think so.

 


Georgia And TCU Set To Battle For College
Football Crown

January 9, 2023

It is time for the college football
championship game in Inglewood, California. So, let’s take a look.
The pilot and co-pilot of the planes that took the University of
Georgia and Texas Christian University teams to Los Angeles Airport
got paid. The bus drivers taking the teams from the airport to the
hotel and practice facilities and the stadium were paid. Housing
the players, paid. The head of security and that team at the
corporate named stadium, paid. The corporate named stadium
officials gave money to the people who allow the name on the
building. By the way, most of the money that the game customers are
bringing to Southern California will be spent in Los Angeles,
Beverly Hills, or Santa Monica, not Inglewood so whatever economic
generator Inglewood touted that was coming in was wrong. The TV and
radio people broadcasting the game and the production crew get
paid. Marketing partners who want to be associated with the game
have paid for that right. The stadium maintenance crew, ticket
takes, vendors, parking lot attendants all get paid. The players?
Nothing from the colleges although a third-party can pay them after
all the NCAA wants to pretend it is purer than Caesar’s wife and
won’t taint its industry by paying the performers.

 


This is game 15 for both teams, 15 weeks of
practice, a couple weeks of training camp and those so-called
voluntary practices. It has been a full-time job since last summer
or maybe last spring. The players get a scholarship from the school
to go to practice and maybe if they have time for classes.
University of Georgia head coach Kirby Smart made $6.9 million in
fiscal 2021, according to Open Georgia and is the highest paid
public employee in the state. College sports coaches make big
salaries off of unpaid workers. This is the world of amateur
sports.

 


The NFL Was Built By Gamblers But NFL
Employees Better Not Bet

January 10, 2023

The founders of the National
Football League included bookies, such as Tim Mara of the New York
Giants. A guy who bought a team with the winnings of the day at a
racetrack, Pittsburgh’s Art Rooney and Big Bill Dwyer who was a
prohibition era bootlegger and owner of the Brooklyn Dodgers and
there were other shady characters around as well. Today the league
embraces legalized sports gambling. The Arizona Cardinals franchise
has a sportsbook by the stadium. The Chicago Cardinals owner
Charles Bidwill was an associate of the Chicago mob boss Al Capone
in the 1930s. Cleveland Browns owner Jimmy Haslam has a
questionable business past. In 2014 Haslam’s company paid $92
million in a penalty for cheating Pilot Flying J customers out of
promised rebates and discounts. He served no jail time. The league
rolled out the red carpet after the Supreme Court legalized sports
gambling in 2018 for bettors. Haslam’s Browns received approval
from Ohio to operate a mobile and a retail sportsbooks. But
that suddenly became an NFL problem because Browns radio announcer
Bernie Kosar made a legalized sports bet on January 1st.
Kosar said he placed a $19,000 bet on the Browns to beat the
Pittsburgh Steelers. He tweeted that the wager was the first legal
bet in Ohio. That was the end of his employment. He broke some NFL
gambling rule and Browns ownership ditched him.

“Earlier this week we notified Bernie that
per league policy, we were required to remove him from our pregame
radio coverage for the season finale after he violated the NFL
gambling policy by placing a bet on an NFL game. We understand what
Bernie means to this community and our history but as team
contracted personnel hired to provide content on our media
platforms, his bet was a violation of NFL rules and we must adhere
to all NFL policy” according to a Browns statement. The policy
embraces gambling when it suits the owners.

 


Virginia Governor Wants The NFL Commanders to
Play Games In The Commonwealth

January 11, 2023

Virginia Governor Glenn Youngkin just cannot
give up his dream of getting the National Football League’s
Washington Commanders a stadium within the commonwealth. Evan
though Snyder remains toxic. In Youngkin’s proposed 2023 Virginia
budget is one line. "Develop plan for relocation of Washington
Commanders." It would be an economic study that needs to be
approved by Virginia politicians. The Commanders franchise conducts
most of its business in Virginia but the franchise plays its home
games in Landover, Maryland not too far from the Virginia border.
In 2022, Virginia politicians thought of making a play for Dan
Snyder’s business but decided that perhaps it was not time to do
so. Snyder was being investigated by a House of Representatives’
panel about an alleged hostile workplace at Snyder’s company and
that the NFL refused to release the findings of an investigation
into those allegations although the league did fine Snyder $10
million and suspended him from the day-to-day operations of the
business. Youngkin may be making the calculation that Snyder will
sell the business and new owners would gladly take the opportunity
to see if moving to Virginia is feasible.

 


Virginia legislators gave up on the Snyder
stadium proposal last spring. In an effort to convince Virginia
politicians to help fund a stadium-village, Snyder’s business
conducted an economic impact analysis on the possibility of
bringing a stadium-village to Virginia. To absolutely nobody’s
surprise, it was an economic generator. JLL Sports &
Entertainment’s study painted a rosy picture for everyone as the
direct economic impact of the stadium would bring $24.7 billion to
Virginia over 30 years, and 2,246 people will have jobs with
businesses inside the stadium-village by 2033.

 


Namath Won The Big Game But NFL Owners Were
Not So Convinced About The AFL's Quality

January 12, 2023

On January
12th,
1969, Joe Namath and his American Football League’s New York Jets
teammates stunned the football world by defeating the National
Football League’s Baltimore Colts in Miami’s Orange Bowl in the
first named Super Bowl. It has been said that Namath, who
guaranteed a victory during a poolside interview, launched the
Super Bowl into the orbit it presently enjoys. The most important
sports event in America annually and it is more than likely Namath
is a member of the Pro Football Hall of Fame because of one game.
Super Bowl III. There were still tickets available at the Orange
Bowl until kickoff on January 12th, 1969. The pre-game stadium
activities were forgettable, a trumpet player performed the
national anthem, a college band played the halftime show and Jets
players and personnel forgot to take the championship trophy back
to New York. It was left in the stadium.

 


Even National Football League owners were
unsure about how to execute the planned merger between the AFL and
NFL despite Namath and the Jets win. After all, the Jets victory
was probably a fluke and if any NFL franchise moved over to the AFL
beginning with the 1970 season, that could be viewed as a demotion.
NFL Commissioner Pete Rozelle could not find three teams to make
the jump. But as is the case in the NFL money talks. There was an
incentive of $3 million if an owner would move his or her team from
the NFL to the AFL. Cleveland Browns owner Art Modell took the bait
with some conditions including that Pittsburgh Steelers owner Art
Rooney went with him. Baltimore’s Carroll Rosenbloom also said yes.
Namath, who grew up in the Pittsburgh area, may have inadvertently
created the Pittsburgh dynasty. Steelers ownership finally had the
money to invest in making the team better.

 


Chicago To Bears Ownership: Stay Here
Please

January 13, 2023

The city of Chicago wants to keep the
National Football League’s Bears franchise in the downtown area
although Bears ownership has a different vision of its future
plans. Bears ownership has an option to purchase the now closed
Arlington racetrack property in Arlington Heights, a Chicago
suburb, and move its business operations into what Bears ownership
hopes becomes a stadium-village. But Chicago’s Landmark Development
and the Reimagine Soldier Field Coalition have sprung into action
and have come up with a plan to either keep Bears management happy
or impress another National Football League ownership group with a
stadium issue. The Chicago groups released a six-minute-long video
that features a renovated Soldier Field, complete with all of the
gadgets that an owner wants including expanded seating, premium
restaurants, and a dome along with an adjacent concert venue. The
dome part could be attractive to the NCAA which uses domed football
stadiums for its Men’s Basketball Tournament Final Four games.
Chicago could also be in line to host a Super Bowl as the NFL
generally rewards cities and states that build or renovate
facilities with multi-revenue streams with its crown jewel event.
The Super Bowl.

 


The renovation of Soldier Field would cost
around $2.2 billion and there is no word on how it would be funded.
Bears ownership is uninterested in the Chicago pitch. "The only
potential project the Chicago Bears are exploring for a new stadium
development is Arlington Park," according to a Bears ownership
spokesperson. "As part of our mutual agreement with the seller of
that property, we are not pursuing alternative stadium deals or
sites, including renovations to Soldier Field, while we are under
contract." But other NFL owners could be watching the Chicago
stadium presentation in Charlotte, Cincinnati, Cleveland, and
Jacksonville because that’s how you play the stadium game.

 


MLB And Minor League Players Will Try And
Hammer Out A CBA

January 14, 2023

Major League Baseball and minor league
baseball players are involved in their first ever collective
bargaining negotiations and there is a third party who does not
have a seat at the table. Minor League Baseball owners. Some of
those owners might be wondering how much is this going to cost them
in revenue because MLB probably does not want to foot the bill
entirely when a deal is done. The players want more money and
better working conditions. MLB views minor league players as no
more than seasonal employees who should be grateful that they have
an opportunity to play baseball even if the players do not get
minimum wage to work. The Trump Administration gave MLB a big
victory over the minor league players in 2018 when the Save
America’s Pastime Act amended the 1938 Fair Labor Standards Act to
exempt baseball players from the law’s minimum wage and overtime
requirements. MLB pays minor league players’ salaries.

 


In 2022, however, federal judge Joseph C.
Spero ruled that minor leaguers are year-round employees who work
during training time and found Major League Baseball violated
Arizona state minimum wage law. MLB uses minor league baseball for
research and development but MLB Commissioner Rob Manfred does not
necessarily want to say that. “MLB will spend at least $1.03
billion in 2022 to operate the Minor League system,” he said. “Of
that amount, about $750 million will be spent on player
compensation and benefits, with that amount rising to over $800
million in 2023. MLB receives approximately $25 million in revenue
from Minor League operators each year. As a result, the net subsidy
MLB Clubs provide to Minor League operations is over $1 billion.”
MLB is going to get money from minor league operators who run teams
on a shoestring to help out financially when an agreement is
reached.

 


MLS Preparing For 2023 and Beyond

January 15, 2023

The Major League Soccer pre-season is
underway with teams preparing for the 2023 season. The league
office is also preparing for the 2023 season and beyond. The league
is still seeking a 30th franchise with San Diego and Las Vegas in
the running. San Diego suddenly became a viable option for the team
for a simple reason, there is a stadium in the city that can be
used for soccer. Las Vegas needs a stadium. San Diego has just one
Major League team, Major League Baseball’s San Diego Padres
franchise so in theory there can be some corporate money available
for an additional sports franchise. The National Football League’s
San Diego Chargers ownership abandoned the city following the 2016
season after the team owners, the Spanos family, could not get a
football stadium built locally. In 2016, San Diego voters said no
to funding a soccer stadium at the site of the city’s stadium that
once housed the baseball Padres and the NFL’s Chargers. San Diego
State University built a smaller stadium on the site and there was
some campus expansion nearby.

 


But the San Diego State University stadium
could be used for soccer. In May 2022, San Diego State athletics
director JD Wicker said the venue was given the go ahead by MLS
officials as a venue that was up to league standards. The San Diego
news was somewhat of a surprise in that the MLS seemed to be honing
in on Las Vegas as an expansion site and that would give the league
30 teams. The problem in Las Vegas is money. The league probably
wants a big paycheck from a would-be owner and then a soccer only
facility. San Diego has a stadium advantage over Las Vegas.

 


Sports During The Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King
Jr.'s Lifetime

January 16, 2023

Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Day will
be celebrated in NBA arenas and across the country. King became
involved in the civil rights movement in 1955 but not in sports. At
that time, not every Major League Baseball team had Negro players.
There was an unofficial quota of four Negro players on each
National Football League team. No Negro could be a quarterback, a
center or a middle linebacker because it was thought, Negroes
lacked intelligence. George Preston Marshall would not hire Negro
players for his NFL Washington team. Marshall was the last NFL
owner to hire Negro players. Marshall gave in because of a threat
by the Kennedy Administration to bar Marshall from moving his
football team into a federally funded DC Stadium in 1962 for
violating equal opportunity work requirements. When King got
involved with the Montgomery, Alabama bus boycott, Negro football
players could not enroll at a good number of colleges in the south.
In 1947, the Cotton Bowl in Dallas wanted Penn State to play SMU in
the January 1st, 1948 game but they did not want Wally Triplett to
play. Penn State players said we are Penn State. Triplett played.
The NFL ended an informal color barrier in 1946 as Los Angeles
Coliseum officials told Cleveland Rams owner Daniel Reeves, he
could move his team and sign a stadium lease there if he hired
Negro players.

 


The Harlem Globetrotters basketball team was
bigger than the National Basketball Association but in the 1950s
while the team could entertain on the court in southern cities, the
players could not stay at certain hotels or eat at certain
restaurants. American Football League players boycotted the
league’s planned 1965 New Orleans All Star game because of Jim
Crow. Conditions for Negro athletes did slowly change by the end of
King’s life in 1968.

 


MLB’s Oakland Athletics Franchise Has Spent
44 Years In The Hunt For A New Stadium

January 17, 2023

Major League Baseball’s Oakland Athletics
franchise is tied to Oakland through 2024 and it appears that the
team will be in Oakland past the end of the stadium use lease which
ends in 2024. The National Football League’s Oakland Raiders
remained in the city past that business’s lease deal as a stop gap
measure until the business was able to relocate to Las Vegas. So,
Oakland sports fans have experience with a lame duck business. What
is different in 2023 for Oakland Athletics owner John Fisher and
MLB Commissioner Rob Manfred are the faces on the other side of the
negotiating table as there is a new governor in Nevada and a new
mayor in Oakland. But the 2022 problem remains. Where is Fisher
going to get funding for his projects? In Oakland, Fisher has a
plan to build a stadium-village on the Oakland waterfront but
getting public money has been a major obstacle.

 


In Nevada, the business has not picked out a
stadium site even though Athletics’ ownership set a deadline of
spring 2022 to pick out a parcel of land where a stadium could be
built. Oakland has been a Major League Baseball problem since 1967
when the American League gave Kansas City Athletics owner Charles
O. Finley permission to move to Oakland and create a two-team
market with San Francisco. In 1980, A’s owner Finley agreed in
principle to sell the team to Marvin Davis, who planned to move the
Athletics to Denver. Oakland and Alameda County blocked the deal.
Various owners have tried to get a new Oakland or Fremont or San
Jose Athletics stadium built and have failed. San Jose was a
problem as the San Francisco Giants owners controlled the territory
even though voters in the city said no to a Giants stadium.

 


The NBA Is Not Going To Expand Into Paris

January 18, 2023

It is very unlikely that National Basketball
Association Commissioner Adam Silver will be singing Gay Paree as a
prelude to a discussion about the league expanding beyond 30 teams
in the relatively near future. The league keeps reiterating that
expansion is not on the table. But the NBA does have a Chicago
Bulls-Detroit Pistons matchup scheduled in Paris, France for
January 19th and the inevitable question will come up. Will Paris
be considered as a city for an NBA franchise? After all, Paris does
have around 12 million people in its metropolitan area and hosts
major sporting events including the French Open in tennis and is
the home to a soccer and rugby teams and will host the 2024 Summer
Olympics. So, it would be ideally suited for the NBA except Paris
is in Europe and the NBA has never been able to formulate a plan to
create a European division even though the thought of having a
European division was first suggested two decades ago.

 


But there will be the usual platitudes about
the host city that commissioners sprout. It is just the nature of
the business. It is thought that Seattle and Las Vegas are the
leading contenders for NBA expansion teams. Seattle has a building
capable of hosting an NBA team along with corporate and TV money.
Las Vegas does not have the TV dollars that most NBA cities provide
and the sports entertainment dollar may be spreading thin in the
market with so many sports events taking place. Then there is
Mexico City. According to Silver, “In terms of Mexico City, I
believe you’re doing all the things necessary to demonstrate to the
league that ultimately we may be in position to house an NBA team
here” Mexico City does not have big TV pesos. The Paris game is a
novelty.

 


Pelicans Ownership Plans To Stay In New
Orleans

January 19, 2023

For those in Seattle or Las Vegas or Mexico
City that thought there was a possibility, albeit slim, that the
National Basketball Association was going to place an expansion
team or relocate a franchise into one of those cities in fall 2024,
they are in for a disappointment. A franchise that could become
available, the New Orleans Pelicans NBA team is not coming.
Pelicans’ ownership is seeking a five-year lease extension at the
city owned arena that would come with building upgrades and then
Pelicans owners and Louisiana will talk about a new venue. Just who
will own the business in 2025 is unknown as Gayle Benson has stated
that after her demise, the team must be sold.

 


“There’s no time frame. We’re still finishing
the renovations for the Superdome, so we’re going to have to wait a
little while,” said Benson, who happens to be the owner of the
National Football League New Orleans Saints. The "Envision the
Future" Superdome upgrade will cost $450 million with Louisiana
taxpayers kicking in $90 million and another $210 million coming
from the Louisiana Stadium and Exposition District. The football
structure is expected to be done by the 2024 season. New Orleans is
hosting the 2025 Super Bowl. Benson wants that done first then the
basketball arena partially because how many times can she go to the
state and get taxpayers dollars for a private business? The state
claims, the “Superdome is a proven economic engine for the State of
Louisiana delivering hundreds of millions of dollars every year.”
The state has by this point probably invested more than a
billion-dollars into the Superdome through renovations and handouts
to Saints ownership. Meanwhile, the vice president of stadiums for
ASM Global Doug Thornton said this about the negotiations with the
Pelicans ownership. “Their intention is to extend the lease”.

 


Chicago Bears Ownership: Arlington Heights Or
Bust

January 20, 2023

The National Football League’s Chicago Bears
franchise new president Kevin Warren should register as a political
lobbyist, if he has not done so already. Warren is the point man
for the Bears’ business in the ownership’s quest to build a
football stadium-village on land the business might take over by
April 1st in the Chicago suburb of Arlington Heights. Warren will
try to convince Arlington Heights and Illinois politicians to pour
taxpayers money into a private business and Warren will extol the
virtues of how building a stadium that probably won’t be used more
than a few dozen times a year and a surrounding village complete
with retail and office space will be a plus for the community. The
Bears’ stadium-village will create jobs even though brick and
mortar retail establishments are not exactly thriving anymore.

 


The state of Illinois handed Bears’ ownership
a defeat when it decided not to allow a $400 million grant to “a
professional sports organization that moves its operations from one
location in the state to another location in the state.” Warren has
some work to do in the Illinois capital of Springfield to convince
lawmakers to gift that $400 million to the Bears’ ownership. Warren
knows the job ahead, get a stadium deal done. “We will continue to
do it the right way. We will work hard. We will have fun. We will
be diligent. We will be detailed. We will be methodical. We’ll
operate with integrity and honor at every step of the way. This is
a special time in the NFL, but most of all it’s a special time for
the Chicago Bears. Everything is ahead of us. All we need to do now
is go and grasp it, put in the time and energy and effort. “Bears’
ownership wants its own money-making playground.

 


LIV Golf Has An American TV Deal

January 21, 2023

The CW Television Network, which is owned by
Nexstar Media Group, Warner Bros Entertainment and Paramount, the
parent company of CBS television, has decided to be the American TV
rights holder of LIV Golf. LIV Golf is funded by Saudi Arabia’s
Public Investment Fund. The CW Television Network is generally the
fifth most viewed over-the-air TV network in the United States. It
runs programming seven days a week as it airs nightly in prime time
and has a Saturday morning live-action educational programming
block called One Magnificent Morning. The network is now dipping
into the sports market with the Saudi-back LIV Golf. The CW network
will broadcast 14 LIV Golf events. Apparently, the people behind
the network, Nexstar, Warner Bros., and Paramount have no problems
being business partners with the Saudis.

 


The Saudis are not great guys according to
Phil Mickelson who decided to cast his lot with the Saudis and LIV
Golf. Mickelson acknowledged that the Saudis were not exactly the
nicest guys on the planet in comments in 2022. “They’re scary
motherf**kers to get involved with. We know they killed Khashoggi
and have a horrible record on human rights. They execute people
over there for being gay. Knowing all of this, why would I even
consider it? Because this is a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to
reshape how the PGA Tour operates.” It is unlikely that the CW
Television Network is paying any rights fees to LIV Golf. There
probably is a revenue sharing deal in place where the two entities
will split marketing revenues. The CW Television Networks
involvement with LIV Golf should make the Professional Golf
Association’s lawyers happy as LIV Golf cannot claim it was shut
out by the PGA and American TV networks from presenting its product
to America TV audiences. LIV Golf was suing the PGA on antitrust
grounds.

 


NHL Looks Rather Small In Claiming It Backs
Diversity

January 22, 2023

When University of Central Florida Professor
Richard Lapchick releases The 2022 Complete Racial and Gender
Report Card, the National Hockey League will surely get a D grade
or maybe an F, as in failure. The NHL came up rather small in
January in the diversity department. Lapchick is the director for
The Institute for Diversity and Ethics in Sport at UCF and is
attempting to hold professional leagues, collegiate and amateur
sports accountable in hiring diverse and inclusive staffers. On
January 17th, the Philadelphia Flyers organization held a Pride
night. Flyers players wore Pride-themed jerseys and used sticks
wrapped in rainbow tape during the 20-minute warm up. All the
players were on ice for the warm up except one. Defenseman Ivan
Provorov was in the dressing room boycotting the team-sponsored
activity. Generally, players who refuse to take part in a warm up
are not going to dress for a game. But Flyers management excused
Provorov on religious grounds. Provorov claimed he respected
everybody’s choices.

 


The NHL has been for a decade supporting the
You Can Play Project, which aims to ensure equality, respect and
safety for all athletes, without regard to sexual orientation. But
that support can now be questioned. Presidential politics and
campaigning eroded a planned “Pathway to Hockey Summit,” in Fort
Lauderdale, Florida on February 2nd. The NHL had hoped to attract
“diverse job seekers who are pursuing careers in hockey.” But
Florida Governor Ron DeSantis who on a daily basis is trying to
marginalize a certain segment of the population perhaps in
anticipation of a 2024 presidential run objected to the NHL summit.
NHL owners after all are big political donors. The NHL spin machine
decided to appease DeSantis and now is attempting to reach out to
people who don’t know much about hockey. Lapchick’s report won’t be
favorable to the NHL.

 


Cincinnati And Cleveland Await Their Turn To
Compete In The NFL Stadium Game

January 23, 2023

In the National Football League’s stadium
game, the focus will be shifting to Ohio as the Cincinnati Bengals
and the Cleveland Browns ownerships have expiring lease deals and
there will be three questions posed to local elected officials. Do
you want to renovate our stadium? Or do you want to build us an
entire new stadium? Or should we look elsewhere where a desperate
set of local politicians wanting an NFL team will do whatever it
takes financially to build a stadium? Politicians in Cincinnati and
Cleveland have a guideline of sorts in negotiations with the
Bengals and the Browns ownerships in the form of the recently
completed state of Maryland, Baltimore Ravens ownership lease
extension that commits Ravens ownership to remain in Baltimore
through 2037.

 


Ravens’ ownership will not pay rent to use
the Baltimore facility. But the Ravens ownership group will
continue to pay operations and maintenance costs for the stadium.
That tab was about $11 million in 2022. There will be some
renovations at the facility which opened in 1998. The stadiums in
Cincinnati and Cleveland opened within two years of the Baltimore
stadiums. Maryland could spend as much as $600 million rebuilding
the Ravens’ stadium. The Maryland Stadium Authority has been
granted the authority to issue bonds to finance up to $1.2 billion
worth of renovations for the football venue and at Oriole Park at
Camden Yards, which houses Major League Baseball’s Baltimore
Orioles baseball team. Ravens’ ownership will retain revenue from
non-NFL events, such as concerts, college football games and
exhibition soccer as part of the deal. Municipalities are spending
a great deal of money for NFL facilities. New York will spend more
than a billion dollars on a Buffalo Bills new stadium and Tennessee
wants to open the wallet to keep the Titans in Nashville. Want a
team? Pay up?

 


Is The Third Time A Charm For The XFL?

January 24, 2023

Preparations are underway in the Arlington,
Texas area for the launch of the third version of the XFL with the
league set to kickoff on February 18th. This incarnation of the
league, which failed in 2001 and 2020, will have eight teams and in
a cost containment mode, all eight teams will be housed in the
Arlington area and fly to so-called home cities for games which
means other than the players on the Arlington-based team, virtually
every game for the players will be a road trip. The league is
staying out of the United States' largest markets, New York, Los
Angeles, Chicago and Philadelphia. The XFL will have teams in
Arlington, Houston, Las Vegas, Orlando, St. Louis, San Antonio,
Seattle and Washington. There will be a total of 43 games and the
contests will be seen on a variety of TV and streaming outlets. The
XFL is competing for players with the United States Football League
but more importantly can the XFL get any media coverage? The bulk
of the XFL’s season sees competition from the NCAA Men’s Basketball
Tournament, the Masters in golf, the NBA and NHL playoffs and the
opening of the Major League Baseball season. Spring football
leagues or NFL competitors have been unsuccessful. Just look at the
roster of teams that played in the Orlando stadium.

 


The Orlando Broncos of the Southern Football
League, the Orlando Panthers of the Continental Football League,
the Florida Blazers of the World Football League, the Orlando
Americans of the American Football Association, the Orlando
Renegades of the United States Football League, the Orlando Thunder
of the World League of American Football, the Orlando Rage of the
XFL in 2001 and the Florida Tuskers of the United Football League
used that stadium. New leagues come and go but maybe for this XFL,
a third time's a charm.

 


NFL To Make Conference Championship Finals A
Neutral Site Affair?

January 25, 2023

There is a notion floating around that the
National Football League’s 31 owners and the Green Bay Packers
Board of Directors might want to move the American Football
Conference Championship Game and the National Football Conference
Championship game to a neutral site. Probably a dome or a warm
weather city where people can go see a football game and spend a
weekend. Just like the Super Bowl. The NFL will get to charge big
prices for the game and then tell people just how much of an
economic impact the league championship game is to the city that
got the game. The city would, of course, have to bid on the game
and make financial guarantees which would be very favorable to the
NFL. How about the people back home who go to games and want to see
their team on their home field try to advance to the Super Bowl? No
problem, if they can afford the ticket price, the transportation
cost, the hotel or motel room cost and the restaurant cost and the
car rental cost, those fans will make the trip and if the price is
a little too expensive, there is always the TV screen at home or at
a local bar.

 


As far as the economic impact goes. The Super
Bowl could be worth $300 or 400 million to a community according to
the NFL. But is it really worth that much? No one knows because no
one really wants to know the real impact. Not a lot of the money
spent in a city for the Super Bowl stays in the city. Hotels, car
rental agencies which see the spending are not headquartered in
Super Bowl cities and that money goes back to a home office. Sure,
some people see extra tipping, bellhops, taxi drivers, wait staff
but a championship game does not have a lot of economic impact.

 


Massachusetts Legalized
Sports Gambling Starts On January 31st

January 26, 2023

Massachusetts sports betting will begin on
January 31st, which happens to coincide with the beginning of the
countdown to the Super Bowl which will be played on February 12th.
The Massachusetts Gaming Commission has given the go-ahead to
casinos in Everett, Springfield and Plainridge to open sportsbooks.
There will be no mobile wagering until March, which happens to
coincide with the beginning of the NCAA Men’s Basketball
Tournament. Massachusetts was one of three states to pass
legislation in 2022 that allowed sports gambling. The other two
were Kansas and Maine. Sports betting began in Kansas on September
1st, 2022. But the Maine Gambling Control Unit has indicated that
people won't be able to bet until later this year or early
2024.

 


The Supreme Court of the United States
legalized sports gambling in 2018. There are 34 states along with
the District of Columbia and Puerto Rico that have legalized sports
betting. Gamblers in the United Sports Virgin Islands can legally
bet on sports online by using international online sportsbooks.
Sixteen states do not have legalized sports betting and one state,
Utah, is not going to consider it. Politicians in Alaska and Idaho
don’t seem to be in any rush to think about sports gambling.
California put two sports gambling options before voters in
November 2022 and both failed to win voters’ approval. At this
point, there is no new option for the passage of sports betting in
California. Politicians in Georgia, Minnesota, Missouri and South
Carolina might consider a legalized sports gambling bill this year.
Texas elected officials are getting pressure from sports owners in
the state to legalize sports gambling. Prior to 2018, the National
Football League fought every attempt to legalize sports gambling
outside of Nevada. Now the NFL and every American-based sports
league embraces it because it makes money for sports owners.

 


Moreno Keeps Angels But Still Needs A Stadium
Deal

January 27, 2023

Now that Arte Moreno has decided not to sell
his Major League Baseball Los Angeles Angels of Anaheim franchise,
what is next for the business? It could be that Moreno is back to
the drawing board in his hunt for a new stadium. When we last left
Moreno, prior to the announcement that he was putting his baseball
business up for sale, he had struck out in his attempt to take over
the Anaheim stadium and the land surrounding it. Moreno wanted to
build a stadium village. Moreno has an extremely valuable baseball
property. The Angels business signed a 20-year local cable TV deal
with FOX Sports in 2011 that brings in $150 million annually.
Between 2003 and 2019, the team averaged more than three million
customers per year and despite having a bad team in 2022, Moreno’s
Angels business still drew nearly two and a half million people to
games in Anaheim. But the stadium, despite all of the renovations
that have taken place since it opened in 1966, is not the
state-of-the art facility that Moreno wants.

 


In the past Moreno has looked at sites in Los
Angeles, Carson, Irvine and Tustin as a possible replacement for
the Anaheim stadium In March 2022, Long Beach, California officials
claimed they were ready to provide Moreno with a stadium site. Long
Beach, which is about 23 miles from Anaheim, had offered Moreno a
chance to look at the city’s waterfront area for a stadium in 2019
when Moreno was exploring various areas to relocate his business.
There was no concrete proposal for a Long Beach stadium, there was
no money plan, just a notion that Moreno could be in a position to
develop the waterfront property with the ballpark as the
centerpiece. Moreno then had a deal with Anaheim which fell
through. Moreno is back in the stadium game.

 


Jaguars Ownership To Jacksonville: Renovate
Our Stadium

January 28, 2023

Jacksonville, come on down you’re the next
contestant on the National Football League’s version of the Price
Is Right. Jacksonville elected officials are now on the clock as
Jaguars owner Shad Khan’s lease with the city to use the
municipally owned stadium ends in 2029. Khan and his management
team have laid out what they want after 2029 in a renovated stadium
and now it's up to Jacksonville politicians to acquiesce and give
the NFL owner what he wants. A 21st century state-of-the-art
stadium. Khan does not provide Jacksonville Jaguars consumers with
a full home schedule of games. The team has played an annual game
in London since 2013. Jacksonville is a small market and has not
seen the growth that was promised when the NFL awarded the city an
expansion franchise in 1993. Khan’s business gets about 11% of its
local revenue thanks to the annual London game. Khan’s local
Jacksonville ticket, television, sponsorship and stadium revenue
streams are much smaller than teams in larger markets. Khan is
locked into an annual game in 86,000 seat Wembley Stadium in London
through 2024.

 


Khan and his management team want some sort
of roof over the Jacksonville stadium to protect customers from the
hot Florida sun in the early part of the season and inclement
weather. How much will the roof cost? Maybe $375 million, maybe
more. Khan also wants to reduce the number of seats available in
the stadium and what that will do is create a scarcity of tickets
and if the law of supply and demand kicks in, Khan will be able to
charge more for seating because there is less inventory available.
How much will the renovation of the stadium which underwent a
facelift in 2014 cost? Khan will tell you that later. The stadium
game has returned to Jacksonville.

 


Is Boxing Done As An Olympic Sport?

January 29, 2023

Is Boxing on the ropes when it comes to being
a Summer Olympics sport? The short answer is yes. Boxing will not
be part of the 2028 Summer Olympics in Los Angeles which is a bit
of a head scratcher considering the names that have represented the
United States over the century that boxing has been an Olympics
staple including Cassius Clay, Joe Frazier and George Foreman.
Boxing is scheduled to be part of the 2024 Paris Summer Olympics
but the International Olympic Committee and the International
Boxing Association have hit a speed bump. The IBA has taken
marketing money from the Russian gas producer Gazprom and that has
caused a major dispute. The IOC, which already had its problems
with the IBA is not thrilled with Russian rubles going into the IBA
which is run by a Russian, Umar Kremlev.

 


The IOC released a statement which spelled
out its issue with the IBA. "The decisions and discussions to keep
boxers away from the Olympic qualifiers and the Olympic Games
cannot be understood differently. The extension of the sponsorship
contract with Gazprom as sole main sponsor of IBA reinforces the
concerns, which the IOC has expressed since 2019 over and over
again. The IOC will have to take all this into consideration when
it takes further decisions, which may -- after these latest
developments -- have to include the cancellation of boxing for the
Olympic Games Paris 2024." The IBA for its part responded and
claimed it was being persecuted by the IOC. "The discrimination
against you and IBA’s leadership and partners based on citizenship,
directly contradicts the Olympic Charter, and only highlights the
issue of athletes and sport being manipulated for geopolitical
purposes. For years, American television pushed boxing as one its
main events in Olympics coverage. Boxing may be knocked out of the
Olympics.

 


Browns Owner Wants A Cleveland Stadium
Upgrade

January 30, 3023

It is stadium game season for National
Football League owners and it appears the Cleveland Browns
ownership is on the field doing warmups. The Browns business’s
lease with the city of Cleveland is done in 2028 and Cleveland
elected officials are beginning to put together a proposal that
could produce a renovated or new stadium. The building opened in
1999. Browns owner Jimmy Haslam, according to NEOtrans blog's Ken
Prendergast, was "leaning toward building a new stadium versus
renovating the existing stadium" and that Haslam felt the structure
is "aging poorly." Cleveland Mayor Justin Bibb has listened.

 


"As we approach negotiations with the Haslams
and the Browns, it's going to be important that we in the community
find a way to not just think about the stadium, but the lakefront
as an asset for the entire region," said Bibb. "It's my
responsibility as mayor as we approach that negotiation to
structure a deal that has the right return on investment for the
residents of Cleveland. We have to explore every scenario we can to
keep the Browns here but leverage the stadium as a catalytic
investment for a world class lakefront. That's my priority." The
Cleveland stadium was built after Art Modell took his Browns in
1995 and moved the business to Baltimore in 1996. Modell had
watched the city build a venue for the National Basketball
Association’s Cleveland Cavaliers and a stadium for Major League
Baseball’s Cleveland Indians. Once Modell left, the city of
Cleveland sued the NFL. A deal was brokered with Cleveland getting
an expansion franchise in 1999 and a new stadium which was funded
by a “sin tax” as there was a sales tax hike on cigarettes and
alcohol. The stadium underwent extensive renovations in 2014 and
2015 but the venue does not produce enough revenue.

 


FTX Arena We Hardly Knew Ye

January 31, 2023

It is back to square one in Miami for elected
officials in finding a naming rights sponsor for the city’s arena.
The building is the home of the National Basketball Association’s
Miami Heat. On January 12th, Federal Bankruptcy Judge John Dorsey
allowed Miami-Dade County to remove all FTX signage and advertising
from the venue. In March 2021, someone connected with Miami-Dade
County, Florida thought a deal to sell the naming rights of the
arena to the cryptocurrency company FTX was so good almost too good
to be true, that it had to be signed. It ended up being a 19-year,
$135 million deal with Miami-Dade County receiving $97 million and
the basketball franchise getting $38 million over the life of the
deal. FTX filed for bankruptcy on November 11th and Miami Dade
County has been left holding the bag. Miami-Dade County requested
that a federal bankruptcy court allow them to terminate its naming
rights agreement with FTX and remove the brand's logo from the
arena.

 


Getting a naming rights partner for the
city-owned building has not been an easy task and Miami worked out
a deal with Heat ownership where it is possible the city gets the
lion’s share of the naming rights fee. In 2018, Miami-Dade County
took over the naming rights to the arena and capped the amount of
money the Heat franchise could get from slapping a name on the
building to $2 million annually. It was a struggle for Miami-Dade
to find the right marketing partner. Gregg Berger, the owner of the
Miami and Pompano Beach Booby Trap South Florida strip club made a
$5 million offer to rename the venue "Booby Trap Arena." That was
turned down. The owners of the porn site BangBros could
re-submitting a $10 million offer for the naming rights to the
arena. Someone will get the naming rights one day.

 


February 2023: The National Hockey League is
not expanding. The Philadelphia 76ers ownership wants a new arena.
The Chicago Bears ownership wants a new stadium in Arlington
Heights, Illinois. The Kansas City Royals ownership wants a new
baseball park. The Super Bowl dominates the sports month.

 


Texas Lawmakers Thinking About Legalizing
Sports Gambling

February 1, 2023

In Austin, Texas, a couple hundred high
powered lobbyists are spending as much money as possible to
convince Texas lawmakers that now is the time to get the ball
rolling and approve legalized sports betting in the state. And
there could be a willing person or two to run with the ball. Texas
House of Representatives Speaker Dade Phelan is open to
establishing resort-style casinos in the state and thinks voters
would approve the expansion of gaming. But there is a long way to
go before voters get a chance to decide whether it is in Texas’s
best interest to open sportsbooks. Any Texas gambling expansion
requires approval by two-thirds of lawmakers in the House and
Senate. If passed, then it would go to Texas voters. Phelan said,
“I want to see destination-style casinos that are high quality and
that create jobs and that improve the lifestyle of those
communities.” Opening a casino does not necessarily improve the
lifestyle of any community if you ask gambling addiction experts.
But politicians see money as some areas around the country have
done well with sports gambling. Texas sports team owners could also
do rather well with legalized sports gambling.

 


The Texas Sports Betting Alliance hired
former Texas Governor and former Secretary of Energy Rick Perry to
lobby lawmakers. Perry once was against legalized sports betting.
The Texas legislature took up a sports betting proposal in 2021 but
it went nowhere. Online sports betting and casino sports books are
illegal in Texas, however there are three casinos operating in
Native American territory in the state. So, there is some legalized
sports gambling available in Texas. Once upon a time, sports
leagues fought vigorously in courtrooms to stop legalized sports
gambling in places like Delaware and New Jersey. Now it's fine,
owners can make money off of sports gambling.

 


How Many Days Until Pitchers And Catchers
Report?

February 2, 2023

There was an old-time tradition that seems to
have disappeared. The countdown to when pitchers and catchers
report to spring training. There doesn’t seem to be too much
interest in a countdown anymore because the baseball season is so
long and the off-season fills the void of no games. Of course,
there are winter league games available for consumption. The 2022
Major League Baseball season ended on November 5th, MLB’s problems
that day included two markets with stadium problems, Oakland and
Tampa Bay. There seems to be a daily back and forth going on
between Oakland and Las Vegas in the pursuit of John Fisher’s
Athletics business and in the Tampa Bay market, there seems to be
some interest from either side of the bay in giving the Rays’
franchise ownership a new ballpark but then the question is raised.
How will a Rays’ ballpark be funded? Will Rays ownership foot the
bill or will taxpayers pay for the facility? One team definitely up
for sale, Washington and another possibly on the market, the Los
Angeles Angels of Anaheim. The owners of the Arizona Diamondbacks
franchise seem to be looking for a new or renovated Phoenix or
Phoenix area stadium. The Baltimore Orioles ownership continues to
talk to Maryland officials about renovating the team’s stadium. So
little has happened in the past three months to solve a number of
problems and there is the negotiation with the new minor league
baseball players group.

 


Generations ago baseball’s spring training
was the starting line to spring and summer in many east coast and
midwest locations. The Boys of Summer were getting ready. The first
series of TOPPS baseball cards hit the candy stores which bear
little resemblance to today’s convenience stores and kids headed
out to play, unsupervised by adults, baseball. The countdown has
faded.

 


The Battle Of The Proposed 76ers Arena Heats
Up

February 3, 2023

Last summer, the National Basketball
Association’s Philadelphia 76ers ownership announced that it was
looking to build an arena on a block in the city’s Chinatown
district by 2031. The proposed $1.3 billion venue would be
privately funded. But privately funded means there is some
government financial assistance in terms of tax breaks or
incentives. There is one problem. Local residents don’t want the
building and are fighting the plan. Forty-one organizations have
banded together to form the Chinatown Coalition to Oppose the
Arena. The Asian American Legal Defense and Education Fund has
joined them in an effort to stop the plan. Chinatown residents in
the past blocked a plan to build Major League Baseball’s Phillies a
ballpark. Philadelphia politicians ultimately have to decide if the
project is worthwhile which sets up a battle between political
donors and local residents. Do the politicians listen to lobbyists
or do they listen to voters?

 


In 2020, the present 76ers ownership wanted
to build an arena in the waterfront area at Penn’s Landing but the
proposal was rejected by the Delaware River Front Corporation. In
December 1993, then owner Harold Katz was ready to cross the
Delaware and move his team to Camden, New Jersey near the Ben
Franklin Bridge which connects New Jersey to Philadelphia.
Eventually Philadelphia politicians did pave the way for a new
arena to be built on the south side of the city. Katz sold his team
to Comcast in 1996.  In 2011, the Harris-Blitzer group bought
the 76ers. The 76ers ownership denied rumors that they were going
to take the team to Newark, New Jersey after getting the franchise.
Storefronts in Chinatown have signs in their windows, "No Stadium".
The battle for the ownership of a block in Philadelphia’s Chinatown
between an entity worth billions of dollars and local residents has
started.

 


No Rays’ Ballpark Groundbreaking Ceremony
Yet

February 4, 2023

St. Petersburg Mayor Ken Welch wants Major
League Baseball’s Tampa Bay Rays’ owner Stu Sternberg to remain
where his Rays’ business is presently located. In St. Petersburg.
In a stadium that would be built near the team’s home by the 2028
season. Sure, Sternberg has partnered with a Houston, Texas-based
development company named Hines to build a stadium-village and
Welch picked the Rays-Hines group to develop the property. But all
of this does not mean the Rays’ ownership wants to remain in St.
Petersburg. The Rays’ ownership may also want to see what is
available on the other side of the bay in Tampa. And just because
Mayor Welch decided that the Rays-Hines proposal to build a
stadium-village was the best out of a number of proposals submitted
to the city, that does not mean the project will ever see the light
of day. There is a little problem called financing. Rays’ proposed
ballparks have come and gone in the past because the financial
package that was needed to finish a stadium never materialized.

 


There are many moving parts in St. Petersburg
mainly in financing that need to align. Will the money for the
stadium-village come from Rays ownership or will it be a
partnership with Rays’ ownership, St. Petersburg, Pinellas County
and possibly the state of Florida? There is also the question. Did
Major League Baseball devalue the Tampa Bay market when it threw
support behind a “Sister City” plan which would have seen Rays’
home games split between somewhere in the Tampa Bay market and
Montréal? The Major League Baseball Commissioner Rob Manfred and
Rays ownership did not view the Tampa Bay area as a full time
functioning Major League Baseball area. In 2022, MLB ended its
support of the “Sister City” plan. It is the top of the first
inning for St. Petersburg in the stadium game.


Baltimore Is Now An MLB Problem Market

February 5, 2023

It must not be very much fun rooting for
Major League Baseball’s Baltimore Orioles franchise
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