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      Noah Worthington ran a hand along a wall in the large abandoned building. Little flakes of steel gray paint fluttered to the cracked concrete floor.

      Someone had left a coffee cup, still filled with stale coffee on one of the exposed beams.

      The one-story windowless building was big, big enough anyway. About the size of a basketball court.

      It smelled dusty and stale, but the open door let in the scent of jet fuel from the tarmac. The tarmac that was just outside the door. As in walk out the door onto the tarmac.

      The deep roar of jet engines filled the silence.

      Savannah stood in the middle of the room, looking toward the open door leading out onto the tarmac.

      Noah’s wife. They’d been married for two months and he still had trouble believing it. Sometimes he wondered if he had cheated her by whisking her off to Las Vegas for a small wedding. But her mother and sister had been there.

      By essentially eloping, they had avoided the necessary evil of having to invite Noah’s family. God help them all if that had happened.

      She was so beautiful that just looking at her made his heart tremble.

      Feeling him watching her, she turned and smiled.

      “It doesn’t look like much, does it?” Noah asked.

      “No,” she said. “But Noah, it could be something.”

      He thought so, too, but he wanted to hear it from her. Needed to hear it from her.

      “It needs a lot of work,” he said, pointing out the obvious.

      “What kind of roof does it have?” Savannah asked.

      “Roof?” Not the kind of question he was expecting. “I don’t know.”

      “Is it a flat roof?” Looking up toward the ceiling, she turned in a slow circle, her flowy skirt fluttering in the breeze that came in through the door. “I think it must have some steel beams.”

      “I think it’s flat,” I said. “It has to be flat.”

      The building was an old hangar from back in the early days of the Houston airport. When it was still called Houston Intercontinental Airport. This particular building, in fact, had been the hub of scheduled helicopter airline services operated by Executive Helicopters.

      The building had been vacant since Executive Helicopters had ceased to operate out of the airport.

      “It was the helicopter building,” he told her.

      Savannah was still looking at the ceiling with a look in her eyes he recognized.

      Smiling, she turned and looked at him.

      “Noah,” she said. “It’s on the tarmac.”

      “I know.”

      “How did you even find it?” She kept talking before he even got the chance to answer.

      “It’s perfect. Not this,” she said, waving a hand dismissively.

      “I don’t understand. Do you mean tear it down?”

      “No. Use it as a walk through area. Maybe even some covered parking. Build a second floor. A really nice second floor. With an elevator.”

      “Why?” he asked, knowing she had a vision, but he was struggling to see it.

      She walked over to him, took his hands and looked into his eyes.

      “The view,” she said simply. “A second floor with floor-to-ceiling windows. A lobby. A receptionist. Offices. Your office—a corner office—looking out over the tarmac.”

      Noah could see it now. Everything she was describing.

      “How is it you know so much?” Noah asked.

      “My father was an engineer,” she said as though that explained everything.

      “I think…” he said, cupping her cheeks in his hands. “I think it’s more than that. I think it’s just your inquisitive mind. You absorb things. Like a sponge.”

      “Every wife wants to be compared to a sponge.”

      Noah laughed, feeling happiness swelling in his heart.

      “Actually sea sponges are unassuming creatures. Even though they can’t even move, they survive and are some of longest surviving animals on the planet. Did you know that the treatment for leukemia comes from a sponge?”

      “And you asked me how I know so much,” she said, standing on her toes to plant a quick kiss on his lips.

      “A pilot has a lot of time to read.”

      “Most people would read novels. My husband reads about sponges. And worse, he remembers it.”

      My arms still loosely around her waist, I moved her in a slow swaying movement.

      “And my wife thinks about adding second floors to old buildings.”

      Slipping out of my arms, she went to the door looking out at the tarmac.

      I followed, standing behind her.

      “This could be the start of something big,” she said. “I can feel it. How many more airplanes can you afford to buy? It doesn’t matter. We’ll make it work.”

      “It means moving to Houston,” Noah said.

      “I like Houston. We’ll buy a house. A big one.”

      “A high rise,” Noah said.

      She turned in his arms and looked up into his eyes.

      “No. I’m thinking a house. A real house. With lots of rooms. A big backyard.”

      “Why do we need all that room?” Noah asked.

      She spun out of his arms again and stepped outside onto the tarmac, the wind tousling her long brunette hair.

      “There’s something I want to talk to you about.”

      Automatic fear slammed into his gut.

      “What did I do?”

      “It’s not about you, silly.”

      “Then what’s it about?” He watched her carefully. Savannah had a way of throwing out ideas that could bend a man’s thoughts like a pretzel. It was one of the many, many things he loved about her.

      She took a deep breath, but didn’t look at him.

      “I want to go back to school. I want to be a psychologist.”

      “Okay,” I said. “You’ve mentioned something about that before.” Noah glanced at his watch for the date. “It’s too late to apply for this year, but you can start next year.”

      “Getting into graduate school is a lot harder than getting into undergrad.”

      “I know. Do you want me to help you?”

      Even though Noah’s father and he weren’t on speaking terms, the Worthington name still carried weight when used in certain circles. Noah wouldn’t use it for his own gain, but he would use it for Savannah. He would do anything for her.

      She turned and smiled at him. Her smile was brighter than the Houston sunlight.

      “I’ve already been accepted for this Fall.”

      “What? Where?”

      “Three schools. One of them is the University of Houston. I haven’t accepted yet.”

      “How did you know? What made you apply here? You have to accept it.”

      “I know. I will.”

      “It’s all coming together, isn’t it?” Noah asked. “Our life.”

      She closed the distance between them and wrapped her arms around him, squeezing him in a hug that said everything.

      “You have to buy it,” she said, glancing back up at the roof. “The building.”

      An airplane left the runway, its loud engines momentarily blocking their conversation.

      Together they watched the airplane as it left the runway and took to the clear blue skies.

      Noah’s own little Cessna sat a few feet away. It had seen better days, that was for sure. Even though he’d bought it used, it was his. Noah’s very first airplane.

      Already, he had passengers—paying passengers—at least twice a week. Just last week, he’d had four. Word was getting around.

      He swept a hand over her cheek and grinned.
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