

[image: cover]




  
    
    
      This is a work of fiction. Similarities to real people, places, or events are entirely coincidental.

    
    

    
      THE CHARIOT

    

    
      First edition. March 10, 2025.

      Copyright © 2025 Ali Noel Vyain.

    

    
    
      ISBN: 979-8224163564

    

    
    
      Written by Ali Noel Vyain.

    

    
      10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1

    

  


Alice Flowers Tarot Story 59:

The Chariot

Ali Noel Vyain


The Chariot

Alice spread the cards of the special deck on the shelf. She drew one and straightened the rest of the cards. She turned and left the tarot reading room as Madeline led a client into the same room. Alice didn’t have to step out of the way this time because she was already in the hallway and about to climb up the stairs.

She walked upstairs and into her room. She sat down at her desk. She could hear the music Eliot was playing in the greenhouse. She set down the Chariot card and quickly found the corresponding cards in her decks. She blinked at the three different versions and opened her notebook. She grabbed her pen and took notes.

She lost track of time until she heard her aunt cooking in the kitchen. Alice blinked and set her pen down. She stood up and walked out of her room, down the stairs and into the kitchen. She waited. The music ceased and moments later Eliot walked into the kitchen. He set the table and waited.

Madeline didn’t turn around. “What is the card of the day?”

Alice answered, “The Chariot.”

Madeline asked, “What is the upright meaning?”

Alice answered, “The upright meaning is body and soul pushing toward a common goal, possibly too fast. It can also mean victory, fight, career, undertaking brought to a conclusion, travel, escape, reconciliation of opposites, action and change, a journey, a new vehicle, motivation or even outward strength.”

Madeline nodded. “And what is the reverse meaning?”

Alice answered, “The reverse meaning is falling short of a goal, inability to cope with life, defeat and regression, rebelling against nothing, lack of motivation, need to change direction or lack of control.”

Madeline nodded. “You may get another card tomorrow.”

Alice grabbed drinks for everyone. Madeline finished cooking and served everyone. They sat down and ate together.

Eliot said, “I think we know who’s fallen short of their goals concerning Alice.”

Madeline raised an eyebrow. “My sister, my nephew and that werewolf. Well, it’s a failure for them because they didn’t think that Alice would consider going against them.”

Alice said, “I rebelled against them all and won because I didn’t give up.”

Eliot smiled. “I’m so glad you didn’t. They don’t deserve you.”

Alice said, “I know that.”

Madeline asked, “Alice, do you still want to stay here with Eliot and me?”

Alice smiled. “Yes. I don’t want to be anywhere else now. I’m surrounded by love and I have plenty of work that I love doing. Why would I leave now?”

Madeline smiled. “Just checking. I thought you were still happy with us. I know it can get quiet around here, but if you’re happy and still want to stay, I guess we have nothing to worry about.”

Alice nodded. “I don’t expect us to always get along. At least when we have disagreements, they don’t last long and we don’t hurt each other. That’s huge to me. We can disagree without fear or real fighting.”

Eliot smiled. “You noticed that? I know I didn’t always understand Madeline when I first lived here. We’d disagreed a lot, but I never felt she was yelling at me and calling names. She’d just tell me why she felt and thought the way she did and then I would start to see her point of view.”

Madeline nodded. “I remember that. You listened and then found your voice too. You told me why you thought and felt the way you do.”

Eliot nodded. “Then we were fine after that. We just needed to get used to each other. It can be hard to live with people when you don’t know each other’s boundaries or even each other that well.”

Madeline nodded. “Exactly. I knew Alice better than I knew you before she came here. So, I could figure out what she liked and how to set up her room. My spirit guides also filled in things that I was unsure of.”

Alice smiled. “Hence why I always felt so welcomed here from the start. I’m glad I came even though I heard my mother calling me a fool to take a leap of faith with a boy I didn’t know that well.”

Madeline raised an eyebrow. “Why would you run off with a boy you didn’t know well?”

Alice laughed. “Because the alternative was worse. Staying with my mother never did much good.”

Madeline and Eliot laughed with Alice. Madeline left the kitchen soon after to deal with clients. Eliot and Alice cleared the table, washed dishes and cleaned the kitchen. Then they went to the greenhouse to deal with the orders for the day. He turned on music and they didn’t waste any time.

Clients came and went, as did Madeline for her tarot clients, for their toiletry items and herbs. Alice and Eliot had the large orders done and packaged by the time the delivery person arrived to accept them with a smile.

“Wow, you two are amazing. I keep hearing how good what you craft is. I’ve tried some myself and I love it too!” The delivery person left.

Alice and Eliot smiled and worked on their back stock. When they were done, they cleaned the greenhouse. Klio and Klia were half asleep on their favorite perch in the greenhouse.

Madeline walked into the greenhouse. “Alice, do you have time to do some readings?”

Alice nodded and followed her aunt to the tarot reading room. The elder elf picked out a deck and handed it over. Then she went to get the next client. Alice shuffled the deck and waited.

The client sat down. “I’d like to know if things will change any time soon.”

Alice nodded and drew three cards—the Moon, 4 of Swords and Knight of Swords. She blinked as she studied the cards. “I see things have been hidden from you during your period of rest. You need this rest for now, but things will change soon. Perhaps quite quickly.”

The client said, “Oh! Perhaps a bit too much at once?”

Alice nodded. “Perhaps so, but it sounds as if you are ready for the changes.”

The client nodded. “Thank you.”

Madeline led them out and led the next one in. Alice shuffled the cards and waited.

The client blinked. “Well, just a general reading for now.”

Alice nodded and drew three cards—5 of Swords, reversed Ace of Wands and 8 of Swords. She blinked as she studied the cards. “Oh, I see you had to fight against some bullies and it doesn’t look as if it went well. As a result, something that you were hoping for didn’t happen. It was canceled at the last minute. Now, you feel trapped and wonder if things will change.”

The client sighed.

Alice looked up at them. “However, with the 8 of Swords, the bondage is more in your head. If you step backwards, your bounds will be destroyed and you will be freed.”

The client blinked. “Oh, so there is a way out.”

Alice nodded. “Yes, it’s not permanent and you may have to let go of some thoughts and beliefs to set you free.”

The client nodded. “Okay, I’ll work on that. Thank you.”

Madeline led them out and led the next client into the room. Alice shuffled the cards and waited.

The client said, “I’m not sure what to think about the message and offer I’ve just received.”

Alice nodded and drew three cards—Knight of Pentacles, Death and the World. She blinked as she studied the cards. “I see you did receive an offer, but perhaps it’s too slow for you to understand. The offer is genuine. It’s leading you to a necessary transformation. When this transformation is complete, you will end an old cycle and start the new one with this offer you have received.”

The client blinked. “So, it will take time for me to complete my transformation?”

Alice nodded.

The client said, “Well, that’s good enough for me. Thank you.”

Madeline led them out and led the last client into the room. Alice shuffled the deck and waited.

The client said, “How am I to find my balance again?”

Alice nodded and drew three cards—reversed Hierophant, 5 of Cups and Queen of Swords. She blinked as she studied the cards. “I see you’ve had to deal with rigid dogma that was holding you back. These restrictions have caused you to see all the pain and disappointment in your life while ignoring the good that is still there. I see a way for you to regain your balance by applying some traits of the Queen of Swords—you need to use some logic and your mind to see through your pain. Don’t ignore your pain, but acknowledge it and why you feel that way. Then you will regain your balance.”

The client nodded. “Thank you. I will do that.”

Madeline led them out. Alice shuffled the deck and set it down on the table. Eliot stopped in the doorway and blinked. She looked up at him.

“Alice, let’s finalize our wedding plans.”

She stood up and followed him into the living room. They sat down on the pillows. “What do we need to figure out?”

He answered, “I asked Zane if he would witness and he agreed. We need to set the date and write our vows.”

She blinked. “Wow. This is going fast.”

He raised an eyebrow. “Is it too fast?”

She shrugged. “I’m not sure. I think we’re going at the right speed. I guess I thought it would take us longer to plan our wedding than it has.”

He smiled. “Well, we’re nearly done. We need our vows and a date.”

She nodded. “Let’s work on our vows now.”
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