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  Author’s Note


  More Than a Compendium of Facts


  Decidedly, it could not be enough for this treatise to simply be just another espousal of facts, simply another informed reverberation of previously stated particulars and details, nor even an abstruse technical reiteration of truths known only to a few historians of this period of time in history. The book would not be purposed as just another straight narrative or “textbook”-formatted discourse set only to present dry facts and colorless, unseasoned images of the battle itself. Decidedly, it would need to be more—much, much more. It would need to be both factual and concise, yet present substantive arguments to provoke new thought and new consideration of events as they must have occurred before, during, and even after the First Battle of Savo Island (1BOSI). Therefore, it would also need to be objective, and dutifully blend a touch of the real with the fanciful, while still presenting viable new findings for general researcher review, while also delving into the multiple causal factors behind the heavy American and Australian naval losses sustained during the course of this single thirty-one-minute battle that did itself occur but a tick of the clock past midnight on the morning of 9 August 1942.


  Quickly spring-boarding up from a detailed review of extant and already known findings, ranging from the two-destroyer “radar picket line” just north of Savo Island not spotting the Japanese ships on approach to the three Royal Australian Air Force Reserve (RAAFR) Hudson reconnaissance planes that did spy the fleet, but were late in reporting those sightings to the Americans, to the absence of Admiral Crutchley himself from the battle main on the very night it occurred in full—the author’s extensive review endeavors to address all of these issues and to offer an even greater insight into the actions of the USS Vincennes (CA-44), the USS Quincy (CA-39), and the USS Astoria (CA-34), and their two escort destroyers as well. And, as inevitably he must, based on the events of the night in question, the author will attempt to provide an even deeper view of the sullied and ever-maligned CAPT Howard Douglas Bode himself, and of his actions while in command of the American heavy cruiser USS Chicago (CA-29), during at least the opening salvos of that encounter—as well as his later seeming retreat from that same battle.


  The book then moves on to look at both the aftermath and the after-actions of that same battle: the official reports and damage assessments, the casualty estimates and capital ship losses as well. Compiled from multiple text-based reports, archive files, and online web references, the author hopes to bring a wealth of maps, plotting charts, and even hand-drawn sketches that were called into play from the many long-ago memories of the men who were actually there. And each would itself present a wholly differing view of the battle, the ships, the transitive movements, and even the final resting points for many of those ships that would tragically be lost during the course of this one brief but highly volatile naval night engagement. Some of the chart depictions themselves would actually have been commissioned by the U.S. Navy’s own Office of Naval Intelligence (ONI) and would understandably present a far more precise and detailed representation of the open-sea battle areas, and of the general topographic zones that made up the area of Iron Bottom Sound and its Guadalcanal environs. Other map depictions are mere sketches and composites—many dredged up almost entirely from memory—or perhaps only as viewed these many years later by those who had experienced it firsthand and who were actually there, men such as Ohmae, Coombe, and Riefkohl. Others are provided purely as a matter of history and curiosity to those select few who continue, even to the present time, to study the mysterious annals of Naval History and the battle at Savo itself.


  Finally, the book would need to be wholly humanistic. It would at all times need to present a first-person look and a driver’s-seat view of the events as they must have unfolded on the night of the horrendous attack. To perhaps understand in full, if even for a moment, just what it must have been like to have endured, and to have actually lived through those first terrifying moments of bombardment by the massive 8-inch guns of Mikawa’s fast-moving cruisers of the Rengō Kantai—the Imperial Japanese Navy’s dread Combined Fleet. It is only then that we can even begin to connect the dots and further grapple with the horrors of this single naval night encounter near Savo Island. Only then might we more capably come to grips with the full brutality and swiftness of action, even at its deadliest peak, and all of it made possible by the illuminating orb flares and probing searchlights from the Japanese warships themselves, each critically marking the exact moment of their attack.


  Perhaps, then, just to have just been there—at that time and in that place—to perhaps have just been a simple gunner’s mate on the Quincy, a loader on the Vincennes, or a radarman on the beleaguered Ralph Talbot itself. Perhaps just to have been there at all, and to have seen the action up close—thence to fully live through it all and return home unscathed. One can only wonder what tales might then have been told and relived by those who could truly say, “And I was there . . .”


  Devotion to a Breed Apart: The Average Joes


  Into each of our lives there might indeed march many men of great import—truly all good men, of good note, the distinguished reachers and achievers of our times who will command (and well deserve) our collective respect and honor. The wise politicians, insightful historians, brilliant military leaders, brave activists, and sage men-of-state—all worthy indeed of a deferential nod and a tip of our collective political hats, as it were. And then there were the rest of us—the “Average Joes”—indeed, the grunts and groundpounders, the airmen, trenchmen soldiers, and able-bodied seamen of their times all alike, of which I, too, am proud to be counted as one.


  But there an end perhaps, as indeed a line must be drawn, for the “Average Joes” of World War II were all truly remarkable men, themselves well a breed apart. And whether a “Leatherneck” Marine during the heated assault on the islands of Tulagi and Tanambogo, or an infantryman at Matanikau—and whether a pilot in a low wavetop-sweeping Avenger torpedo plane, or simply a gristled gunner’s mate aboard the USS Astoria during her final, fateful battle at sea—truly these were the men to be honored here and forever in our minds and in our hearts. These are the stories of the true heroes of the collective battles and small wars of this time, a brave and harrowing tale of aggressors and defenders—of protagonists and villains who populated those wars—and of those who played out their roles with a brilliant performance of both duty and devotion. And in its final analysis perhaps, it is itself a story of the dogged men with an iron will and a glint-of-eye determination, and of the dauntless ships on which they sailed, as well as a tale of the brave few who exceeded even the greatest of expectations to sacrifice their own lives.


  These, then, are the men who must be held in best regard, and before whom we—as mere unworthy onlookers and passers-by who can only watch on with admiration—can only stand with doff of hat and a well of cheer to cheerily mark their very passing. The measure of greatness in ourselves is always duty-bound to acknowledge the greatness we find in others first, as well it should be to tell the truth in full. Indeed, then, it was these very men—these same “Average Joes,” these brave, brave few who then made it possible for us to live even now, and it is for them that this book must be penned. To put forth the word and set the record straight for the many hell-bent, helmeted mass of soldiers and sailors who cannot and for the regular mates and men who daily affected the triumphant outcome of that war. Long have the Average Joes been a part of America’s valiant military history, especially during times of war and greatest conflict . . . and it is for them that the book itself was written.


  And as such, a fond regard, a good note, and a very special dedication is extended to:


  PO1 Daniel H. Galvin and PO3 Clyde “Leif” Bolton
Brave men of the USS Quincy (CA-39)—9 August 1942


  





  CHAPTER 1


  The Battle of Savo Island


  Antebellum: Background and History


  THE WORLD WAS NOT ENOUGH: THE EMPIRE OF JAPAN—STRATEGIC CONTEXT AND SPHERES OF INFLUENCE


  With the onset of hostilities early on the morning of 7 December 1941—America’s first Day of Infamy—a stealthy contingent of Japanese air and naval forces embarked on a vicious surprise attack on the United States Navy’s Pacific Fleet at Pearl Harbor—and at Ford Island—both on the southern tip of the island of Oahu, Hawaii. Effectively crippling much of the American battleship fleet at anchorage that one fateful morning, the unprecedented attack would precipitate both an open declaration, and later formal state of war between the two nations, and the United States and Japan would soon cross over a new threshold of armed conflict, and war itself would be directly on the near horizon.


  An always excellent topical discussion point, it could clearly be argued that the initial objectives of Japan’s Imperial Navy’s leadership of the time might be considered as having been (for the moment) essentially fourfold: that of ❶ fully neutralizing (or at the very least impeaching) the credibility and effectiveness of the U.S. naval presence in the Pacific theater; ❷ allowing that aggressor nation (Japan) to seize outright possessions and critical natural resources from the many satellite island nations within their purview (and extant sphere of influence) within that Pacific Rim area; ❸ establishing strategic military bases in those areas that could then effectively extend that Japanese “sphere of influence” from its homeland waters well out into the Pacific Basin itself; and ❹ ultimately engulfing all of coastal Asia. To this end—and to the furtherance of each of these quite specific goals—Japan’s forces had by mid-1942 summarily captured all of the Philippines, Thailand, Malaya, Singapore, the Dutch East Indies, Wake Island, the Gilberts, New Britain, and Guam, all indeed in very short order, and all in a very patent and unambiguous domino fashion, as approximated in the areas depicted here as plottings ❶ through ❾ in Figure 1.


  [image: Figure 1. Extent of Japanese Sphere of Influence: Western/Southwestern Pacific Areas (May–August 1942)]

  
    Figure 1. Extent of Japanese Sphere of Influence: Western/Southwestern Pacific Areas (May–August 1942)


  Clearly, some opposing force might soon be needed to stem the brutal tide of that very IJN advance and to attenuate the full momentum of the Japanese encroachment itself. Therefore, joining the United States in a series of unprecedented “preemptive” and retaliatory actions against Japan would be the rest of the Allied powers, many of whom—like Great Britain, Australia, and even smaller New Zealand—had only recently themselves been menaced by the seemingly invincible Empire of Japan.


  At least two attempts by the Japanese to maintain the strategic initiative, and to extend their defensive perimeter in the south and central Pacific areas, had already been thwarted by the heated naval engagements at the Battle of Midway and the equally disastrous melee at Coral Sea. As such, it was now but a mauled and badly routed Japanese Navy that could only dolefully lick its wounds and bide its time. Midway, after all, had been more than just a major victory for the Allies against the previously undefeated Japanese; it also had the fortuitous effect of significantly reducing the overall offensive capability of that IJN carrier force. The immutable loss of four major aircraft carriers during the course of that one engagement, and yet another light carrier during the later fighting at Coral Sea, would now indeed go on to seal the fate of high-seas dominance for Japan thereafter. And after Guadalcanal itself, decidedly much, much more would befall the IJN—and much of it only to their gross detriment. In fact, up to this point in time the Allies had been strictly on the “defensive” in the Pacific, but these two tandem victories would now alone go a long way to shore up the morale and esprit-de-corps of the American fighting men and provide them with their first opportunity to seize the strategic initiative from a then-foolish and recklessly emboldened Japan.


  To this end, the Allied forces specifically chose the Solomon Islands group—then a protectorate of a now-diminishing British Empire—and specifically the southernmost islands of Guadalcanal and cross-channel Tulagi on Florida Island (Nggella Sule), as their first targets. The Imperial Japanese Navy had already made a move to physically occupy Tulagi as early as May 1942 and had in fact already constructed a small seaplane base in that vicinity. Concern grew among the Allied forces when, in early July of the same year, the IJN also began constructing an even larger airfield near Lunga Point at Honiara, on nearby Guadalcanal, that would itself later become the famed (and always hotly contested) Henderson Field airstrip.


  By August 1942, therefore, the Japanese had a combined nine hundred navalborne troops already positioned on almost all of these islands, and nearly three thousand Korean and Japanese construction laborers already in situ and hard at work on precisely that same airstrip. These bases, if allowed to be completed and made fully operational in their own time, could then easily be used to: ❶ protect Japan’s major bases at both ends of the Solomons chain, as far south as Tulagi and Tanambogo and all the way up to Rabaul and Kavieng; ❷ protect all of the IJN shipping lanes to and from those locations, and to expedite an unimpeded transport of goods and materiel to its troops already stationed on those islands; ❸ threaten both Allied shippage in the area and its communication and supply lines; and finally ❹ establish a viable staging area for any future offensive actions against the smaller island groups of Fiji, New Caledonia, and Samoa, and even a final targeting push on to the resource-rich Australian mainland itself—the very jewel in the crown of the southwest Pacific at that time.


  Quickly, then, did the Allies read the writing on the wall and prepare to meet the enemy’s naval approach full on. The American 1st Marine Division, therefore, under the command of the always gruff and bulldoggish Major General Alexander A. Vandegrift, would quickly be put ashore by amphibious reinforcement onto Florida Island, Tulagi, Gavutu, Tanambogo, and Guadalcanal itself—all fronting Sealark Lane (Figure 2). Now, under a cover of heavy naval and air bombardment on the morning of 7 August, the first American land offensive of the Pacific war would commence, and the stage was now set for the U.S. Navy’s own massive power to be brought to bear in full. The Battle of Savo Island would soon be sparked in the fleet reckoning of a blink on the night of 9 August, and the even greater half-year-long naval battle for Guadalcanal would soon begin in earnest.


  [image: Figure 2. Area Map of the Solomon Islands and Archipelago (CIA Districting Chart)]

  
    Figure 2. Area Map of the Solomon Islands and Archipelago (CIA Districting Chart)


  EMPEROR OF THE SUN: THE GRAND VIEW


  In grand view, all of the spectacular naval battles for Guadalcanal and the greater Solomon Islands—and, more specifically, the First Battle of Savo Island itself—would represent a critical juncture for both the American and Allied naval forces in the Pacific theater of operations and would greatly affect each country’s standing in the region (see the Table 1 matrix, Major Naval Campaigns in the Battle for the Solomon Islands). In scope and effect, the American defense of the Solomons in 1942 was all about “denial of access”—and “stopping cold” the “Tokyo Express” itself—and the hitherto unchecked advance of the Imperial Japanese Navy in their dogged push throughout the scattered island nations of the South Pacific.


  In December 1941, the world would have already witnessed the unprovoked and unparalleled attack on the American naval fleet at both Pearl Harbor and Ford Island, but that same month would also witness the invasion of British Malaya as well, much


  

  

  ORDER OF BATTLE: FLEET HIERARCHY AND STRUCTURING


  Pre-Battle Posturing: Organizational Chain of Command: Allied Forces


  

  

  

	SOLOMON ISLANDS NAVAL CAMPAIGN
	
ALSO KNOWN AS . . .
	
DATES (TO/FROM)
	
DECISIVE OUTCOME



	Battle of Savo Island
	❶ To the Allied Navy:
First Battle of Savo Island
 

	8–9 August 1942
	Tactical Japanese Victory





	Battle of the Eastern Solomons
	❶ To the Allied Navy:
Battle of the Stewart Islands

 

	24–25 August 1942
	Stalemate/Tactical Allied Advantage
 




	Battle of Cape Esperance
	❶ To the Allied Navy:
Second Battle of Savo Island


	11–12 October 1942
	Tactical Allied Victory









	Battle of the Santa Cruz Islands
	❶ To the Allied Navy:
First Battle of Santa Cruz


	25–27 October 1942
	






	Naval Battle of Guadalcanal
	❶ To the Allied Navy:
Third Battle of Savo Island Battle of the Solomons Battle of Friday the 13th


	12–15 November 1942
	Strategic Allied Victory





	Battle of Tassafaronga
	❶ To the Allied Navy:
Fourth Battle of Savo Island 

	30 November 1942
	Tactical Japanese Victory





	Battle of Rennell Island
	❶ To the Allied Navy:
First Battle of Rennell Island

	29–30 January 1943
	Tactical Japanese Victory








  [image: Figure 3. Order of Battle: Hierarchical Command Structure: Allied Forces]

  
    

  Pre-Battle Posturing: Organizational Chain of Command: IJN Forces


  

  [image: Figure 4. Order of Battle Posturing: Hierarchical Command Structure: IJN Forces]
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  APPENDIX A


  The Map Series FORCE DEPLOYMENTS, TIMELINES, TABULAR RECORDS OF MOVEMENT


  In the wake of the vicious attacks at Savo, all of the topographical representations—to include the drawn-to-scale maps and plotting charts depicting the events, chronology, and ships’ positions before, during, and after the First Battle of Savo Island—would be numerous and compelling. From the archives of the Naval War Center, and even from the sober overseeing ONI agency itself, would come the highly sophisticated and tightly scaled mappings that would fully incorporate not just the orders of battle but also illuminating date and time stamping, progressive chronologies, and TROM (Tabular Records of Movement) positioning data for all ships, as well as key areas of conflict. Some of the maps would be meticulously crafted—the drawn and detailed representations set down by the several admirals and commanders who might later recall their roles in the battle; other maps would only surface as a result of the untiring work of the many investigators and researchers, emerging decades later, that would be far more roughly cast and hand-drawn, “approximating” actual events and ships’ movements. For more on this subject of TROMs, reference the later section titled “A Word about TROMs,” to be found at the end of this module.


  All such presentation issues set aside, the author has been both fascinated and overwhelmed by the seeming abundance of cartographic images available on the 1BOSI. Indeed, each of the images in the map series that follow seem to present their own interpretations, as it were—their own depictions and extrapolations—and only the informed viewer might be able to make a final determination as to which map, or map type, can best serve their analytical needs. In fact, the map images shown here and on the following pages represent only a handful of those available on the 1BOSI, beginning with the otherwise unattributed chart shown in Figure 50 (from the Hyper-War Combat Narrative series).239


[image: Figure 50. Map ❶: Prelude to Battle: Dispositioning of American Surface Forces, 9 August 1942]


  Figure 50. Map ❶: Prelude to Battle: Dispositioning of American Surface Forces, 9 August 1942


  In the mapped image seen here, we can clearly see all of the key deployment areas of the Allied warships on the night of 8–9 August, with the notable exception of RADM Norman Scott’s Eastern screening force itself, just southeast of Tulagi. From this, it might be reasoned that since that same Eastern group was the only Allied naval force not involved in the night action that took place only shortly after midnight on 9 August, such an omission may indeed have been wholly intentional.


  Clearly noted on that same map, however, are the two radar picket patrol ships USS Blue and USS Ralph Talbot (DDs both) well north of Savo, with RADM Riefkohl’s Northern screening force made up of the USS Vincennes, Quincy, and Astoria (and accompanying DDs Helm and Wilson)—and RADM Crutchley’s own Southern screening element—patrolling just off the coast of Guadalcanal in a line that ran almost parallel to that island’s northern coastline, and leading all the way up to Cape Esperance. It might therefore be the author’s opinion that the map rendering may be marginally accurate at best, with a primary intent to depict only “general” deployment areas for the defending Allied naval assets at Guadalcanal at the time, but not necessarily relying on any precision plotting of the ships’ actual movements.240


  The map in Figure 51 is but the first of two of the most well-known and most well-referenced maps published by the Office of Naval Intelligence (ONI) and was itself extracted from an even larger work titled “The Battle of Savo Island: 9 August 1942: Attack on Our South Cruiser Force,” as released by that Department of the Navy office. Further information on this map, and others in a series of such representations, may be seen on the HyperWar website, information for which may be found in better detail in the book’s endnotes section.241


[image: Figure 51. Map ❷: Battle Phase: Attack on the Southern Screen, 9 August 1942]


  Figure 51. Map ❷: Battle Phase: Attack on the Southern Screen, 9 August 1942


  In it, we can clearly see the full attack by VADM Mikawa’s CRUDIV6 and CRUDIV18 battle elements during the early morning hours of 9 August 1942. Shown also are each of the engagements of not just the HMAS Canberra ❶, which later had to be scuttled and sunk, but also the Chicago ❷, the Bagley ❸, and the Patterson ❹. Of the four ships cited here, one would in fact be critically damaged (the American cruiser Chicago) and one lost (the Australian Canberra), with the former Chicago itself under the questionable command of CAPT Howard Douglas “Ping” Bode.


[image: Figure 52. Map ❸: Battle Phase: Attack on the Northern Screen, 9 August 1942]


  Figure 52. Map ❸: Battle Phase: Attack on the Northern Screen, 9 August 1942


  In Figure 52,242 note the “tentative” positioning (and reported “last-knowns”) for each of the capital ships of the Allied Northern screen on the night of 9 August 1942. Shown here are a series of approximated positions of the American heavy cruisers USS Quincy ❶, USS Vincennes ❷, and USS Astoria ❸, before, during, and even after the attack by Mikawa’s cruiser division task force. If drawn with an intent to show a reasonably accurate scale of the events that took place, the map seems only to call into more serious question each of the actual (and later confirmed) locations of the Vincennes and Astoria themselves. Simply put, the two “heavies” should simply not be found anywhere near any of the locations actually shown here. In sharp contrast, the Quincy herself might actually be closest to its correct last-known plotting location, shown here as being in waters roughly east-northeast of Savo Island ❶, as plotted against the eastern edge of Savo ❹, where in fact the American heavy cruiser would later be found—and indeed remains to this day.


  Perhaps the most prominent of all maps depicting the 1BOSI, however, is the concise rendering of the map seen in Figure 53 that connotes both the movement and


[image: Figure 53. Map ❹: Battle Phase: Attack Scenarios and Transitions, 9 August 1942]


  Figure 53. Map ❹: Battle Phase: Attack Scenarios and Transitions, 9 August 1942


  the attack posturing of the IJN surface fleet in actions sustained during the surprise attacks launched both to the south and east of Savo Island. As a result of the well-timed, well-executed twin attacks that occurred within a time frame not exceeding some thirty to thirty-one minutes in duration, Crutchley’s Southern and Northern screens were dealt several critical deathblows when attacked by both Long-Lance torpedoes and concentrated shellfire from the massive 8-inch main guns of Mikawa’s cruiser division forces. Lost outright in the skirmish would be the Australian Canberra and the American heavies, Vincennes and Quincy, with a third cruiser (Astoria) being lost the following day shortly after noon.


  Included in Figure 54 is the ever-ambitious and somewhat loosely interpreted Wolfgang Wolny map of June 2005: one of the most intriguing maps that I have to date been able to uncover—and indeed the first such map ever seen by this author, one that would indeed go on to become the impetus and inspirational springboard that would set me on a path to undertake a full investigation of the 1BOSI imprimis. Curiously, this Wolny map interpretation seems to again indicate only “approximate” plotting points for many (but not all) known shipwrecks dotting the area around Iron Bottom Sound. As a result, the chart seems to essentially present only a “cumulative” mapping of all ships lost—not just during the First Battle of Savo Island itself but fully incorporating all other capital ship losses as well—occurring during the later battles of Cape Esperance and Tassafaronga. Decidedly, then, the plotting cycle here must presumably also be set in a time frame ranging from late 1942 to early 1943.


[image: Figure 54. Map ❺: The Wolny Map (2005)—Allied and IJN Naval Losses at Iron Bottom Sound]


  Figure 54. Map ❺: The Wolny Map (2005)—Allied and IJN Naval Losses at Iron Bottom Sound


  Missing from the image, however (almost conspicuously so)—in addition to its scant attention paid to any level of geographic detail—are both the USS Vincennes and its sister ship, the American heavy cruiser USS Astoria, with several of the other warships simply being plotted in areas where they actually should not be. Key among these “lost” ships might clearly be the USS Aaron Ward, the Minneapolis, the Atlanta, and even the scrappy fighting-ship USS DeHaven itself. Note also that the ship name USS Monssen (DD-436)—a Gleaves-class destroyer seen in the lower-center area of the map—has somehow been truncated to that of simply Monsse, which in and of itself might simply be a typographical error and a minor oversight by the chart developer but is nonetheless indicative of the work noted herein. The overall “impact” of the map rendering might nonetheless still serve as a dark reminder of precisely how many Allied (American, Australian, and New Zealand) ships, along with their IJN counterparts, were in fact lost in just this one primary battle zone . . . that of Guadalcanal, in the Solomon Islands of 1942 and 1943.


  The map representation seen here in the sparse depiction of this chart seems to be directly attributable to CAPT Toshikazu Ohmae himself, as the extant chief of staff to VADM Gunichi Mikawa, then commander of the IJN’s formidable Eighth Fleet, made up of his Cruiser Divisions 18 and 6 (as CRUDIV6 and CRUDIV18) at the time of the actual attack. Perhaps little more than a tool-aided, hand-drawn sketch wholly crafted from memory, the chart nonetheless effectively depicts the First Battle of Savo Island from the Japanese perspective before, during, and after the post-midnight attack of 9 August 1942. Unique in its purview of both the IJN ships’ deployment and battle formations at the time, we also see the chart’s depiction of Mikawa’s task force splitting into three battle elements (at position ❶) before slowly reforming into additional battle group columns at ❷, ❸, and ❹. This, then, sharply contrasts the more conventionally proposed “two-column” attack format, especially as seen here as being just southeast of Savo Island, and just prior to the attack on Riefkohl’s Northern screening force. Also noted in this chart markup is RADM Gotō’s own CRUDIV18 battle group, noted at ❺, which included both the CLs Tenryū and Yubari but only generically refers to a “DD” as the third member of that group. That DD was in fact the lone straggler, Yunagi herself, a lowly destroyer that had been left behind by Mikawa to “guard the back door” at Savo.


  The large-scale, high-angle overview map in Figure 56 can be attributed to the celebrated researcher and naval historian Samuel Eliot Morison,243 and it depicts the movement and approach of VADM Gunichi Mikawa’s CRUDIV6 and 18 attack fleet from Rabaul, Kavieng, and other points north. Set in a time frame ranging from 7 August (A), to 8 August (B), to 9 August (C) of 1942, the map shows the clear transit points of the IJN battle element as it sailed south past both New Britain and New Ireland, around the large island of Bougainville, then returned south and into the Slot as it then cruised past Choiseul and Vella Lavella. The force’s next waypoint would now push it past Savo Island and into Iron Bottom Sound, where the small surface fleet would quickly carry out its twin attacks on both Crutchley’s Southern and Northern fleets.


[image: Figure 55. Map ❻: Battle Overview: IJN Surface Fleet Deployment and Battle (Japanese Perspective)]


  Figure 55. Map ❻: Battle Overview: IJN Surface Fleet Deployment and Battle (Japanese Perspective)


  The author can only speculate that the intent here was not to show the detailed particulars of the attacks, but rather simply the sortie itinerary and “course of best approach” for that IJN force as it approached its final zone of attack on the morning of 9 August.


  Quite conversely, we see here in sharp contrast this sparse rendering that seems to have been but a smaller part of a larger official ONI report on the 1BOSI,244 and may have been drawn only to show scale, movement, and patrol patterns of Crutchley’s screening forces on the night of 8–9 August 1942, just prior to the surprise attack at Savo. Prepared and submitted as part of their massive post-action analysis of the events of the battle, the map (and the findings report that accompanied it) seems to entirely omit any of the transit points or areas of approach for any of the Imperial Japanese Navy ships on the date in question.


[image: Figure 56. Map ❼: The Morison Map—Transiting Itinerary of the IJN]


  Figure 56. Map ❼: The Morison Map—Transiting Itinerary of the IJN


  To its credit, clearly visible here are not just the two patrol corridors of the DD radar pickets Blue and Ralph Talbot but also the screening activities of Crutchley’s own Southern force, Riefkohl’s Northern element, and even Scott’s own Eastern screen. This unfortunately seems to be, however, the full extent of the map, since it appears not to depict any of the actual blue-water naval encounters that later took place on 9 August.


  Curious and highly inventive, Figure 58 is essentially only a screen-captured “still” of an otherwise highly animated and interactive website that meticulously presents a full-spectrum view of the order of battle for the 1BOSI, from beginning to end. The carefully crafted animations shown on the site appear to have been developed by webmaster J. Cagney as recently as 2012, and present multiple cause-and-effect sequences that portray the strength, dispositioning, and transitional movements of all surface ships involved, both Allied and IJN forces, during the course of the short but violent attack on the Allied fleet at Savo on 9 August. Shown here, therefore, is essentially but a “freeze-frame” image of one of the final animated sequences that show the deployment, posturing, and interaction of the combatant forces as they faced off during that battle main.


[image: Figure 57. Map ❽: The ONI Map—Night Disposition of the Allied Screening Force]


  Figure 57. Map ❽: The ONI Map—Night Disposition of the Allied Screening Force


  Here, we can easily see not only the troop and transport ships busily unloading at Lunga and Tulagi under the watchful and protective eye of Vandegrift’s 1st Marine Division but also at least two of the three Allied screening elements that we know to have been both the Southern and Northern forces (❶ and ❷). Conspicuously absent, however, is any plotting of RADM Norman Scott’s own Eastern battle group that (in the author’s opinion) seems to be depicted here as simply “Ships guarding transports” ❸. Note also the discrepant placement of the two radar picket ships Blue and Ralph Talbot (❹ and ❺), and the erroneous positioning of Riefkohl’s own Northern fleet. Clearly, no account, past or present, of the patrol sector of the Vincennes, the Quincy, and the Astoria—and their escort DDs Helm and Wilson—can support a patrol corridor this far north of Savo Island. To exacerbate the problem further, the developer of the map seems to depict them as not being on their correct initial northbound heading of 315°, instead showing them as being positioned elsewhere at a point well north of Nggella Sule (Florida Island), which we know is not entirely correct.


  Viewers of the site, and its animated maps, might also take note of the inset photographs of the two opposing combatant commanders, as shown in the upper right-hand corner, depicting both Admirals Mikawa and Turner. Therefore, a presentation of both the opposing ships, and the opposing naval commanders leading those ships, make this animated “historical walkthrough” of the battle that much more interesting for both the astute researcher and the casual viewer.


  For further viewing, the reader is urged to access the History Animated website noted below and then click on The Battle of Savo Island link under its greater The


  [image: Figure 58. Map ❾: The HistoryAnimated.com Map—Opposing Naval Forces]

  
    Figure 58. Map ❾: The HistoryAnimated.com Map—Opposing Naval Forces


  Battle for Guadalcanal heading to enjoy the full presentational display: http://www.pacificwaranimated.com/Guadalcanal_Savo_Island.html


  The scale-drawing map in Figure 59 is yet another from the HyperWar website (http://www.ibiblio.org/hyperwar/USN/USN-CN-Savo/index.html) and is accurate and detailed enough to pique the researcher’s interest and to provide viable answers to many long-standing questions. Clearly shown here are the placements of all four of the targeted (and later ill-fated) heavy cruisers of the Allied surface fleet, to include “last-knowns” for the Quincy ❶, Vincennes ❷, and Astoria ❸, as well as the Australian heavy cruiser Canberra ❹. It is widely accepted that the Quincy did in fact go down just east-northeast of Savo Island almost precisely as she is shown here, and that the Canberra was sunk in a position almost due south of the island. Both assumptions appear to be well supported in this map depiction, and the chart image also appears to include solid referential time stamps to walk the researcher through each of the battle scenarios as they occurred.


  Of note, and seen also in this plotting map, are the movements of not only RADM Scott on his San Juan, as part of the Eastern screen ❺, but also the DDs guarding the Yoke transports at Tulagi ❻; the DD screens protecting the X-Ray landing areas near Red Beach at ❼; the unexplained movements and track of Admiral Turner’s own flagship McCawley (APA-4) on the occasion of the night battle itself ❽; and even the concurrent patrol patterns of Crutchley’s two radar pickets, the Blue and the Ralph Talbot, at both ❾ and ❿.


  This most excellent and incredibly detailed battle map can be attributed to the eminent naval historian Bruce Loxton in his notable work, The Shame of Savo: Anatomy of a Naval Disaster,245 and is probably the most exceptional plotting chart of all found by this researcher. The concise rendering and “minute-by-minute” recap quite capably show the full end-phase (secondary) attack on RADM Riefkohl’s own Northern fleet, presenting ❶ transitional track movements; ❷ positional ship placements and course change headings; ❸ impeccable date and time stamping; and even ❹ “last-knowns” for virtually all of the ships involved in the lag-end attacks of the 1BOSI. Found to be a truly inspirational study piece and an excellent accounting of the attack on the American Northern screen in full, researchers will easily find this chronological depiction to be most valuable, with a scale of “one-to-ten” rating almost peaking out at twelve.


  Note also the curious presence of the blurred, cloud-like image that is shown just south of Savo Island, tagged simply as “Heavy Cloudbank.” This one, single depiction of inclement weather, known to have been in situ just prior to (and even during) the battle itself, is not often shown on other maps of the time depicting this same naval scenario, and is therefore somewhat unique in its presentation. Only the much later Ohmae map seems to depict this “fogbank” as being a somewhat contributing factor, at least in this place and at that time, and was in fact the very means by which a harried Ralph Talbot, then under extremely harsh attack, was able to escape the battery of shells fired on her by Mikawa’s own cruisers (the Furutaka, Tenryū, and Yubari) even as they disengaged their attacks and began to clear Savo Island at an approximated 0216 hours.


[image: Figure 59. Map ❿: The HyperWar Map]


  Figure 59. Map ❿: The HyperWar Map


[image: Figure 60. Map ⓫: The Loxton Map (1994)]

     
     Figure 60. Map ⓫: The Loxton Map (1994)


  Seen in Figure 61 is yet another exacting diagram of the 1BOSI in full—here a cartographic depiction that again shows the attack on both Crutchley’s Southern and Northern fleet, transitional track movements, time stamping, and positional ship coordinates as the two combatant navies moved from battle to battle. The scale drawing is from the Mackenzie J. Gregory website246 and titled “The Battle of Savo Island: 8 August 1942”; however, the only other attribution that can be found on the image is that of an otherwise obscured tagging of “N. W. Grosen,” in the lower right-hand corner, identifying the individual who may (or may not) have crafted the original map outlay.


  Of note are the curious tracks of both the DD Jarvis ❶ and Bode’s own CA Chicago ❷, as the two ships proceeded far to the north and west—seemingly away from the battle itself. And, while it was clearly understood at the time that the Jarvis was in fact en route to Sydney, Australia, for badly needed repairs after its scathing attack on 7 August, there would be hell to pay for the far less fortunate CAPT Howard Douglas Bode for his actions on the night in question, and his unexplained move to the north and west for some forty unaccounted-for minutes.


  Also quite visible are the actual (and correct) “box-like” patrol pattern of RADM Riefkohl’s Northern screening force ❸; the activities of Crutchley’s own Southern force that was made up of the Canberra and Chicago, as well as the DDs Patterson and


  [image: Figure 61. Map ⓬: The N. W. Grosen Map (Undated)]

  
    Figure 61. Map ⓬: The N. W. Grosen Map (Undated)


  Bagley ❹; and the incursive movements of Mikawa’s IJN battle group ❺ as it in fact approached the battle arena and as carried throughout the course of both skirmishes. Note also the elliptical patrol patterns of both of the American radar pickets Blue and Ralph Talbot at ❻ and ❼.


  The last map image (Figure 62) is again one of the finest and most meticulously developed maps of the 1BOSI, as presented here by the Naval War College (NWC) in (then) LTC David E. Quantock’s in-depth analysis of the battle.247 Here, the inset citation shown at left seems to suggest that the chart may have been entirely based on a previous rendering that had itself been prepared by a CDR W. D. Innis, who had apparently worked within the Analysis Section of that same NWC. Clearly, the “Innis/Quantock” interpretation is easily seen to be not only smartly rendered in its representation but also complete in its detailed depiction of the orders of battle, attack scenarios, and transitional movements of those surface fleets, as well as their post-action dispositioning. Also seen clearly in this map, the researcher might once again note the bizarre navigational activities of both the Jarvis and the Chicago, as each ship appears to have exited the area almost at the very height of the battle; indeed, while the overall movement of the Jarvis may in and of itself have been well known, the activities of Bode’s own Chicago would very soon come under sharp scrutiny by the RADM Hepburn and the naval high command of that time.


[image: Figure 62. Map ⓭: The Innis/Naval War College (NWC) Map]


  Figure 62. Map ⓭: The Innis/Naval War College (NWC) Map


  A Word about TROMs: A Special Acknowledgment


  In form and effect to the researcher of naval history, a “TROM” profile is simply an arcane and somewhat unique “Mil-speak” term for a ship’s “Tabular Record of Movement.” It is a term that is essentially applied to the movements and activities of a specific (or an entire class or formation) of naval warships, as it might relate to Imperial Japanese Navy vessels—especially before and during World War II. Seemingly unsubstantiated by any “official” U.S. Navy records, the term itself seems to be wholly unique to the Nihon Kaigūn—an English language venue for the study of the Imperial Japanese Navy Combined Fleet webpage (found at http://www.combinedfleet.com/kaigun.htm), and the site’s two major contributors, Bob Hackett and Sander King-sepp, both from that same online source.


  Of inestimable value to researchers, naval historians, and chroniclers of ships’ service histories, TROMs are—in at least this one author’s opinion—almost as important as the ships’ action reports themselves and are entirely gleaned from extant American and Japanese source materials, then compiled into chronological accounts of a ship’s movements and activities, to include the before and after of many of those ships’ major naval engagements.


  Of interest, one can indeed find TROMs for virtually all of the American CVs, BBs, CAs, CLs, and DDs, and for many of the more major and minor IJN warships of the time as well. In fact, entries were found for all of the ships of the 1BOSI encounter, to include chronological timelines that had been captured for not only Mikawa’s own Chōkai but also the Aoba, Furutaka, Kinugasa, Tenryū, and Yubari. The information for each seems to be impeccable, all-conclusive, and all-encompassing for virtually all of the “original” participant ships from the battle at Savo. To illustrate exactly this point, note the TROM extracts shown here, for the IJN heavy cruisers Aoba andTenryū, representing but a brief span of time from July 1942 and leading up to the First Battle of Savo Island.


 
    5 July 1942:


  Aoba arrives at Kieta, Bougainville.

  
  7 August 1942: American Operation Watchtower—The Invasion of Guadalcanal, Solomons:


  RADM (later ADM) Richmond K. Turner’s (former CO of Astoria, CA-34) Amphibious Task Force 62; covered by VADM (MOH, later ADM) Frank J. Fletcher’s (former CO of Vermont, BB-20) Task Force 61, and RADM (later ADM) John S. McCain’s (former CO of Ranger, CV-4) Task Force 63’s land-based aircraft; and MAJ Gen (later GEN/MOH/Commandant) Alexander A. Vandegrift’s 1st Marine Division on Florida, Tulagi, Gavutu, Tanambogo and Guadalcanal during the opening campaigns to take the island.


  That same day, CRUDIV6 and Chōkai depart the Moewe Passage through the Slot toward Guadalcanal with light cruisers Tenryū and Yubari and destroyer Yunagi. At Rabaul, Chōkai embarks the Commander of the Eighth Fleet, VADM Mikawa Gunichi (former CO of Kirishima) and his staff.


  8 August 1942:


  At 0625, each of Mikawa’s six cruisers catapult a sortie of floatplanes. Three fly to search waters N of the Solomons. Aoba’s floatplane—probably an E13A1 Jake—flies S to the landing area and reconnoiters Tulagi. Avoiding fighters and flak, the crew returns at noon and reports “one battleship, one auxiliary carrier, four cruisers, seven destroyers and 15 transports” off Lunga Point. Mikawa now knows that the Allied force is divided and that he can deal with them separately.


  9 August 1942: The Battle of Savo Island.248

  
  14 July 1942:


  The IJN undergoes a major reorganization. The Eighth Fleet is created under VADM Mikawa Gunichi (former CO of Kirishima) and based at Rabaul.

  
  14–26 July 1942:

  
  IJN CA Tenryū and Kinugasa pay call at various IJN bases in the Solomons, New Britain and New Ireland arriving at the Moewe Passage, near Kavieng.

  
  27 July 1942:


  CRUDIV6 is reassigned to the Eighth Fleet.


  7 August 1942:


  CRUDIV6 and Chōkai depart the Moewe Passage toward Guadalcanal with the light cruisers Tenryū and Yubari and destroyer Yunagi. At Rabaul, Chōkai embarks the Commander of the Eighth Fleet, VADM Mikawa and his staff.


  9 August 1942:


  Both naval elements clash on the occasion of the First Battle of Savo Island.249




  A very special note of thanks and acknowledgment must be extended to Bob Hackett and Sander Kingsepp of the Nihon Kaigūn (Imperial Japanese Navy Combined Fleet) site (http://www.combinedfleet.com/kaigun.htm), for both their superb compilation efforts and a most excellent presentation of that empirical data, as seen in their Junkoyan TROM database for each of the classes of IJN light and heavy cruisers that were in service during World War II in the great Pacific.


  The author cannot offer high enough praise to the developers of the database venue itself, both for the ease of access and the wealth of information they have made available to all serious naval history researchers. It is highly recommended that any serious analyst of the time, the events, and the ships—both on the American side and on that of the Imperial Japanese Navy—make good use of that resource. A special thanks, therefore, is extended to the illuminating and important work being done on that site.





  APPENDIX B


  Table of Terms, Definitions, Acronyms, and Abbreviations


  The following list is provided for ease of reader cross-referencing and to promote a clearer understanding of much of the topical discussion points presented within the full treatise. Therefore, shown below (and on the following pages throughout the extended table matrix) is a concise listing of all terms, definitions, acronyms, and abbreviations used in the context of this book.



	ACRONYM
	DEFINITION



	AAR
	After-Action Report



	ABC
	Australian Broadcasting Corporation



	ABCD
	American, British, Chinese, and Dutch (forces); defined as the primary major military powers that would oppose the formidable Empire of Japan and its IJN, and that was agreed on in principle before the extended war in the Pacific in World War II. (See also (N)WPL and Rainbow 5).





	ADM
	Admiral



	“Angel’s Mile”
	The author’s own honored appellation for the area of Sealark Channel (or Sealark Lane or even Canal) that would later come to be known only as Iron Bottom Sound. See the author’s commemorative poem, “The Battle of Savo Island.”



	AO
	Fleet Oiler (U.S. Navy ship classification naming convention)



	AP(A)
	Amphibious Transport (Armed)



	ANZUS
	Australian–New Zealand–United States (Treaty Organization)







	ACRONYM
	DEFINITION



	AT
	Amphibious Transport (Variation)



	ATF
	Amphibious Task Force



	BATDIV or BatDiv
	Battleship Division Admiral Gunichi Mikawa’s 3rd Battleship Division at the time of the attacks on Pearl Harbor and Ford Island on 7 December 1941. This small but powerful group consisted of the BBs Hiei and Kirishima.





	BB
	Battleship Official naval designation for a Battleship-class vessel, built in a format to contain a series of multi-turreted main gun armaments, usually in a 16- to 18-inch range. Here, for the sake of phonetic consistency, the first B is indeed meant to mean “Battleship,” while the second B is simply added to effect a degree of “alliterative repetition” (as seen also in DD).





	Betty
	To the American (and Allied) forces, this was a medium-range, land-based bomber that was officially the Mitsubishi G4M (and later G4M1), widely used by the Japanese Naval Air services to conduct forays and attacks on Guadalcanal and other locations throughout the Solomon Islands. The twin-engine light bomber was maneuverable and highly nimble, boasting two Mitsubishi MK-4A-11 powerplants and twin 14-cylinder radial engines.



	BOCE
	Battle of Cape Esperance A famed night naval battle in the Solomons that would take place just off the northern coast of Guadalcanal near a landmark promontory called Cape Esperance, the night naval action would involve the forces of ADMs Mikawa, Gotō, and Jōjima, as counterpoised against those of RADM Norman Scott. The BOCE would later be seen as a considerable (and key) defeat for the Japanese Navy’s surface fleet. See Cape Esperance below.





	BOSAMAR
	Battle off Samar



	1BOSI
	1st (First) Battle of Savo Island



	“The Great Navy Bugout”
	This “dripping-with-sarcasm” phrase was probably first coined by U.S. Marines entrenched on the main island of Guadalcanal, and it dryly







	ACRONYM
	DEFINITION



	
	refers to ADM Fletcher’s ordered pull-out of his CTF naval screening forces from Iron Bottom Sound on the afternoon of 8 August 1942. This decision then caused Crutchley to withdraw his own cargo and support ships from the area, leaving the men already dug in ashore with scant munitions and supplies, effectively stranding them for a period of time until they felt it safe to return. Furious with the Navy’s decision to pull virtually all of its forces from the area, almost in tandem, the U.S. Marines used the rather tongue-in-cheek catchphrase “The Great Navy Bugout” to thereafter to refer to the incident in full.



	CA
	Cruiser, Armored



	CAP
	Combat Air Patrol



	CAPT
	Captain



	Cape Esperance
	The northernmost coastal point on the main island of Guadalcanal in the Solomon Islands. Well north of the capitol city of Honiara—and the always hotly contested Henderson Field—this area would host one of the most vicious sea battles to be unleashed in all of the World War II Pacific area, the Battle of Cape Esperance. For more detailed information, refer to the Wikipedia website (http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cape_Esperance). See BOCE above.



	CAS
	Combat Air Support



	CBSAR
	Chief of the Bureau of Ships Assessment Report



	CDC
	Cruiser Division Commander



	CDR
	Commander



	CDRE, COMO or Cdre
	Commodore



	Choiseul
	Pronounced (Schwäa-zool), this is a large island mass that was one of the northernmost islands in the nearly 900-island archipelago of the Solomon chain. Bounded on its north by the Pacific Ocean, and on its southern coast by the New Georgia Sound, Choiseul was highly desirable as a strategic base of operations for both the Allies and the Japanese, the channel of which sluiced past its location and would later be called the Slot. That channel would serve as a key avenue of approach for VADM Mikawa’s surface fleets on many of their forays to the south.







	ACRONYM
	DEFINITION



	CINC
	Commander-in-Chief



	CINCAF
	Commander-in-Chief, Asiatic Fleet



	CINCPAC
	Commander-in-Chief, Pacific (perhaps interchangeable with CINCPACFLT)



	CINCPACFLT
	Commander-in-Chief, Pacific Fleet (perhaps interchangeable with CINCPAC)



	CINCUSFLT
	Commander-in-Chief, United States Fleet



	CINCPOA
	Commander-in-Chief, Pacific Ocean Area



	CL
	Cruiser Light



	CNO
	Chief of Naval Operations



	CO
	Commanding Officer



	Coastwatcher
	“Coastwatchers” were the daring operatives, the clandestine outpost watchers, and the vigilant lookouts employed by local Australians who used their keen first-line observational skills to best advantage. Perched high atop remote island locations throughout the Channel—each with a commanding mountain view of most of the shipping lanes past Choiseul and the Slot itself—the Coastwatchers regularly reported on any large (or otherwise suspicious) Japanese shipping activity (and air incursions) passing through on their way south to Guadalcanal.



	COM13NAVDIST
	Commander, 13th Naval District



	COMAIRSOSPAC
	Commander, Air Forces South Pacific



	COMCRUDIVSIX or COMCRUDIV6
	Commander, Cruiser Division 6 Under the command of RADM Aritomo Gotō





	COMCRUDIVEIGHTEEN or COMCRUDIV18
	Commander, Cruiser Division 18 Under the command of RADM Mitsuhara Matsuyama, but one that ultimately fell under the umbrella of VADM Mikawa’s greater charge





	COMEIGHTHFLT or COM8THFLT
	Commander, Eighth (8th) Fleet



	COMFIFTHFLT or COM5THFLT
	Commander, Fifth (5th) Fleet



	COMNAVAIR
	Commander, Naval Air Truncated abbreviation for below





	COMNAVAIRFORSOPAC
	Commander, Naval Air Forces South Pacific







	ACRONYM
	DEFINITION



	COMNAVAIRFORSOPACFLT
	Commander, Naval Air Forces South Pacific Fleet



	COMPACFLT
	Commander, Pacific Fleet



	COMPHIBFORSOPAC
	Commander, Amphibious Forces South Pacific This command (and its somewhat lengthy designation) was held, at the time of the 1BOSI, by RADM Richmond Kelly Turner, Crutchley’s superior, a position he would hold until well after the invasion of Guadalcanal and the twin attacks at Savo.





	COMPHIBFORSOPACFLT
	Commander, Amphibious Forces South Pacific Fleet The command (and its somewhat lengthy designation) was held, at the time of the 1BOSI, by RADM Victor A. Crutchley (RN).





	COMSOPAC
	Commander, South Pacific (often with word “Area” appended to its functional title)



	COMSOWESPAC
	Commander, Southwest Pacific Revised command structure for the American and Australian military command during the early part of World War II, which on 18 April 1942 appointed GEN Douglas MacArthur as the Supreme Commander of Allied Forces in the Southwest Pacific (SOWESPAC) area.





	COMSOWESPACFOR
	Commander, Southwest Pacific Force(s)



	COMSUBDIV5
	Commander, Submarine Division 5 The command reporting structure, set for the S-class USS S-38 and S-44 diesel subs during the 1942 campaigns in and around Guadalcanal area and the St. George’s Channel. The misinterpretation and sluggish reporting of the S-38 sighting of Mikawa’s fleet by this same COMSUBDIV5 would later go on to quite negatively affect the outcome of the 1BOSI.





	CRUDIV or CruDiv
	Cruiser Division One of Admiral Gunichi Mikawa’s Eighth Fleet force elements. At Guadalcanal, two such units would be combined and would bring together the famed CRUDIV6 (RADM Gotō) and CRUDIV18 under the aegis and operational command of Mikawa for both forces.









	ACRONYM
	DEFINITION



	CBSAR
	Chief of the Bureau of Ships Assessment Report U.S. Navy organizational report



	CTF
	Carrier Task Force



	CV
	Carrier Vessel, General Purpose U.S. Navy ship designation



	CVL
	Carrier Vessel, Light



	CXAM
	The RCA Corporation’s first-production radar system deployed on some U.S. Navy ships, such as the USS Pensacola (CA-24), the USS Northampton (CA-26), and even the later USS Chicago (CA-29) itself, which operated in a mid- to high VHF frequency band of 200 MHz range.



	DANFS
	Dictionary of American Naval Fighting Ships



	DCNS
	Deputy Chief of Naval Staff



	DD
	Destroyer Official naval designation for a Destroyer-class vessel, built to be extremely swift and low in the water, again with a series of multi-turreted main gun armaments, usually in a 5-inch range. Here, for the sake of consistency, the first D is meant to mean “Destroyer,” while the second D is added for the sake of alliterative uniformity. Compare also BB.





	DE
	Destroyer Escort



	DESRON
	Destroyer Squadron



	Doma or Doma Reef
	An area of heavy reef formation off the coast of Tassafaronga and Guadalcanal and just north of Honiara. This was the location at which the Japanese quite unsuccessfully “dumped” their cargo and munitions crates (often in 55-gallon drums) under due scrutiny and the heavy fire of American and Allied naval forces during the fierce Battle of Tassafaronga on 30 November 1942. For further information, see http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_Tassafaronga.



	DNC
	Do Not Concur A converse, optional response by the author to that of Concur as regards the findings of Admiral Hepburn’s investigative report of 1943. Of the several separate and distinct charges (and allegations) read before Captain Howard Bode of the USS Chicago—as a result of the









	ACRONYM
	DEFINITION



	
	1BOSI—the author notes that not all findings may have been included, or even brought to bear initially, during that formal Hepburn inquiry. The C or DNC tagging, therefore, has simply been used here to connote either a new finding or a variance of agreement with a specific finding relating to Bode’s conduct on the night in question.



	DSC
	Distinguished Service Cross



	FADM
	Fleet Admiral As noted in FADM Chester William Nimitz and FADM Ernest J. King





	FCS
	Fire Control System(s)



	F/L
	Flight Lieutenant (RAAF/RAAFR ranking of some Hudson pilots)



	F/O
	Flight Officer (RAAF/RAAFR ranking of some Hudson pilots)



	Fortuna secundat audaces
	Latin: Fortune favors the brave.



	Gadarukanaru
	The quaint Japanese-enunciated name set to approximate “Guadalcanal.”



	Gotō
	Rear Admiral Aritomo Gotō Gotō’s Cruiser Division 6 (CRUDIV6) directly supported Japanese naval operations during the first several months of the Guadalcanal campaign, especially during the 1BOSI on the night of 9 August 1942. A second sortie of even deadlier heavy cruisers known as Cruiser Division 18 (or CRUDIV18) would soon enter the fray and go on to play an integral role in that 1BOSI outcome in particular. On that occasion, VADM Mikawa would have assumed effective command of both cruiser divisions.





	GQ
	General Quarters



	Henderson Field
	Initially, a minor Japanese-constructed airstrip near Honiara on the main island of Guadalcanal, the “real estate” was almost easily wrested from the clutches of Japan’s ground forces on 7 August 1942—the area seized in a series of bold and almost uncontested assaults on the island itself. For further information, see http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Honiara_International_Airport.



	HMAS
	Her/His Majesty’s Australian Ship







	ACRONYM
	DEFINITION



	HMNZS
	Her/His Majesty’s New Zealand Ship



	Honiara
	A major city on the main island of Guadalcanal in the Solomon Islands, its location was always hotly contested during at least the initial phases of the Allied invasion of 7 August 1942. USMC assault forces would continue to fight a series of battles against a ragged and disorganized Japanese infantry force that was quite fluid and less dug in hard. For further information, see the detailed account at http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Honiara.



	HR
	Hepburn Report Findings gathered and presented by Admiral Arthur Japy Hepburn and his second in command, LCDR Donald J. Ramsey—then chairman of the General Board of the Navy—regarding Captain Howard Douglas Bode and his actions on the USS Chicago (CA-29) on the occasion of the 1BOSI during the early morning hours of 9 August 1942. The Hepburn Report would go on to scathingly investigate Bode’s actions and conclude much to his disfavor.





	IBS
	Iron Bottom Sound



	IFF
	Identification Friend or Foe (Naval/Air Force identification confirmation query protocol)



	IJN
	Imperial Japanese Navy



	in actum
	Latin: in actuality (i.e., served in place)



	Iron Bottom Sound
	Geographically mapped as Sealark Lane (or Sealark Channel or even Canal), this large sound was the principal arena for multiple sea battles and ship-to-ship engagements, such that when all was said and done the sunken hulls of some 50+ warships would dot that ocean floor. Virtually all naval battles of any significance would take place in and around this watery arena, most often ending in disaster for either the Americans or the Japanese (and most often both). (See also IBS.) For further information, see the account at http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ironbottom_Sound.



	Itto-Junkoyan
	A literal translation for the IJN heavy cruiser class warships of World War II.








	ACRONYM
	DEFINITION



	JMSDF
	Japan(ese) Maritime Self-Defense Force



	Jōjima
	Rear Admiral Takatsugu Jōjima A key naval force commander during the Battle of Cape Esperance, a battle that would later come to be known to the Japanese as the Second Battle of Savo Island.





	JN
	Japanese Navy See also the IJN abbreviation as the more appropriate use for the Imperial Japanese Navy.





	JN-19
	Japanese Navy Code #19 A precursor of the later equally secret JN-25 code, the JN-19 was all too often intercepted and decoded by American cryptanalysts, thereby rendering that code—and all of the data that flowed thereafter between commands—fully compromised. (Compare JN-25 below.)





	JN-25
	Japanese Navy Code #25 The name given by American cryptanalysts and codebreakers to the secretive (and thought to be secure) command and control communications coding scheme used by the IJN during (and even before) World War II, tagged as such because it was the twenty-fifth Japanese Navy system identified. First introduced in 1939 to replace its even older code Blue and JN-19, JN-25 was itself an enciphered code with (5) separate and distinct numeric groupings presented in its send traffic.

The code would be changed from time to time without announcement, and it had again been modified as early as 1 December 1940 and again, three days before the attack on Pearl Harbor, on 4 December 1941. Curiously, it would be this very coding sequence that would be cracked by American eavesdroppers just before the Battle of Midway. The possession of such key intelligence and vital information would later work out much to the advantage of the Americans and would virtually ensure victory for its naval forces during the short but decisive battles on that one occasion. (Compare JN-19 above.)









	ACRONYM
	DEFINITION



	Junkoyan
	A literal translation for the IJN cruiser-force warships of World War II. See also http://www.combinedfleet.com/junyokan.htm.



	Kei-Junkoyan
	IJN Light Cruiser class warships of World War II (literal translation).



	“King Kong”
	Refers to the IJN Vice Admiral Chūichi “King Kong” Hara, the podgy but highly aggressive nemesis of Vice Admiral Frank “Jack” Fletcher himself, this during the hotly contested Battle of the Eastern Solomons and later Battle of the Santa Cruz Islands, both occurring in mid-1942. He would best be remembered for the surrender of the controversial Takahashi sword, an historic and exquisitely crafted samurai blade that was surrendered in 1945, at the close of the war, aboard the USS Portland (CA-33). At Hara’s specific request, the highly sought-after fifteenth-century sword would later be set on display at the USNA Museum in Annapolis, Maryland.



	Kido Butai
	The Japanese name of the 1st Air Fleet of the IJN. At the time of the naval campaigns at both Guadalcanal and the Eastern Solomons, this force would have been under the aegis of two commanding admirals, VADMs Chuichi Nagumo and Gunichi Mikawa himself.



	Kōan
	Seen as a story, dialogue, or statement—indeed, generally a question—that is used in Zen practices, often to test a student’s astuteness and keenness of insight. One of the most famous of these “unanswerable” Japanese Kōans (or “riddles,” as it were) has come to be typified by the classic What is the sound of one hand clapping? question, to which there is seldom a ready answer.



	Kondō
	Vice Admiral Nobutake Kondō Led the battleship Kirishima, four cruisers, and nine destroyers into the disastrous Battle of the Santa Cruz Islands in October 1942, against the American ADMs Halsey and Kincaid and their own force of twenty-three warships. The battle would later be seen as a tactical victory for the Japanese but a clear strategic win for the Americans.









	ACRONYM
	DEFINITION



	Lat
	Latitude Defined as the arc (or segment) of the Earth’s equator that intersects between the meridian of a given place and the prime meridian (one that is also expressed in a measurement of both degrees and time).





	LCDR
	Lieutenant Commander



	Lex
	Shortened name of the USS Lexington (CV-2)



	LOC
	❶ Letter of Commendation

 ❷ Lack of Communications





	Long
	Longitude Defined as the angular distance from a specified circle, or plane of reference, as in an angular distance north or south from the Earth’s equator measured through 90 degrees.





	LOI
	Line of Interdiction Seen as the line drawn by an opposing force and the time at which they will interdict (and attack) an enemy fleet. This would most notably be used during the rare “crossing of the T” naval maneuvers seen during both the Battle of Cape Esperance and the later Battle Off Samar.





	LST
	Landing Ship, Tank



	LT
	Lieutenant



	LTC
	Lieutenant Colonel



	Lunga or Lunga Point
	A large promontory point jutting out from the main island of Guadalcanal just northwest of Honiara and Henderson Field. Many American transport and service ships would be ruthlessly attacked by the constantly encroaching Japanese ships and planes dispatched from Rabaul and Kavieng, to the north. For further information, see http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lunga_Point.



	MG
	Major General (Marine Corps and U.S. Army rank)







	ACRONYM
	DEFINITION



	Mikawa
	Vice Admiral Gunichi Mikawa Commander of the IJN Eighth Fleet, based in Rabaul, the admiral would brilliantly lead the surprise attack on the Allied surface fleet (specifically, Crutchley’s ill-fated Southern and Northern screening ships) in Iron Bottom Sound off Savo Island on the night of 9 August 1942.





	MOBAIRFORPACOA
	Mobile Air Force, Pacific Ocean Area



	Mothball Fleet
	An area of storage for multiple retired, but not yet fully decommissioned, older USN ships. While many such vessels are saved by vox populi petition to perhaps serve as training vessels and/or museum ships, most such mothball fleet ships sit in close mooring in secured inlets to await a further fate of final scrapping.



	NAS
	❶ Navy Air Service

❷ Navy Air Station

❸ Naval Air Station





	New Britain
	Seen as the largest of the island groups making up the Bismarck Archipelago near Papua/ New Guinea. During the Guadalcanal naval campaigns, this locale would be a major base and a key launch site for the Japanese throughout much of the war. Control of these islands was, in the end, wrested from Japanese control by force and would change hands in late 1945.



	New Ireland
	Another adjacent island group in the widely dispersed Bismarck Archipelago near Papua/New Guinea. The Japanese would exert considerable control over this entire geographical region and would hold on to both this island group and New Britain until 1945—the very last year of the war.



	Nihon Kaigun
	Imperial Japanese Navy’s Combined Fleet. For more information, see http://www.combinedfleet.com/kaigun.htm.



	NSF
	Northern Screening Force (i.e., Vincennes, Quincy, and Astoria)



	NWC
	Naval War College



	ONI
	Office of Naval Intelligence







	ACRONYM
	DEFINITION



	Operation Watchtower
	The officially sanctioned name for all operations surrounding the invasion and capture of Guadalcanal and the greater Solomon Islands region. The heated individual battles that would later make up this greater campaign would rage on from August 1942 to February 1943 and would go on to claim some 7,100 casualties in full on the Allied side.



	Pagoda Mast
	The mast superstructure atop many of the massive IJN heavy cruisers, as seen in ships like the Chōkai, Tenryū, Kinugasa, and Kako in 1942. It was the “stacked” effect of the level-on-level structures that extended upward from the bridge to smaller and smaller-scaled platforms that was most intriguing, such that it seemingly presented a “pagoda“-like effect.



	PBY
	An official U.S. Navy initialism, as set forth in accordance with the Aircraft Designation System of 1922. Here, the PB stood for “Patrol, Bomber,” while the Y was simply set as a coded entry to connote the aircraft’s general manufacturer—in this instance, the Consolidated Aircraft Company.



	Picket
	A familiarized name assigned to any of a series of ships tasked with guarding the outer perimeter of a shipping lane, or a set defensive position. Usually assigned to ships of a DD (destroyer) class, these “pickets“—much like the USS Blue and USS Ralph Talbot themselves on the night of 9 August 1942—often carried “new” radar units with the best leading-edge technology available at the time built in to optimize those screening duties. The term itself is oddly reminiscent of the evenly spaced white picket fences of old, each stave and board serving to guard its separate but equally important quadrant (or, in this instance, patrol sector).



	PO1
	Petty Officer 1st Class



	RAAF
	Royal Australian Air Force



	RAAFR
	Royal Australian Air Force Reserve



	RADAR
	Radio Assisted Detection and Ranging



	RADM
	Rear Admiral







	ACRONYM
	DEFINITION



	Rainbow 5
	This idea formed the core of American (and later Allied) strategies during World War II and maintained a then-unchallenged assumption that the United States would always be allied with Britain (and France), to ensure (and enhance) offensive operations led by those forces on the European and African continents—or, as it turned out, both. It might clearly have been understood, however, that the United States would assume a leadership role in any such undertaking, as indeed it later would. (See also ABCD.)



	RAN
	Royal Australian Navy



	RANC
	Royal Australian Navy College



	Recomm
	Recommissioned (brought back into naval service, as with a temporarily retired ship)



	Rengō Kantai
	A native appellation for the Imperial Japanese Navy’s Combined Fleet



	RN
	Royal Navy (United Kingdom)



	RNZAF
	Royal New Zealand Air Force



	S
	Submarine Early S-class submarines, affectionately called Pigboats, Sugar Boats, or simply S-Boats. There were at least fifty-one of this early class of diesel-electric submarines built from 1920 to 1925, many of which would go on to serve quite distinguished campaigns and careers well into World War II.





	S2C
	Seaman 2nd Class



	Samar
	Geographically the easternmost island of the Philippines, Samar was the focal point and centerpiece of the Battle of Leyte Gulf in October of 1944. Here, naval elements led by VADM Takeo Kurita would roundly defeat VADM Clifton A. “Ziggy” Sprague’s own Taffy 3 (TU 77.4.3) in a wholly mismatched, one-sided battle that would find the Americans somewhat unprepared for the encounter. For specific details and further information, see http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_off_Samar.



	SAR
	Search and Rescue







	ACRONYM
	DEFINITION



	Savo or Savo Island
	The name (or abbreviated name) of the location of the night naval action during the First Battle of Savo Island on 9 August 1942, during which four heavy cruisers of the Allied fleet were decimated and sunk by an encroaching Japanese surface fleet led by ADMs Mikawa and Gotō. For further information on the 1BOSI, view the full and detailed account at http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Savo_Island.



	SC and SC-1
	Long-range air search radar and detection systems (U.S. Navy)



	Sealark Lane or Sealark Channel
	The actual (original) name of the expanse of water fronting Guadalcanal on one side and cross-channel Tulagi on the other. The area, alternately called Sealark Channel (and even Canal), would later be renamed as the far more ominous Iron Bottom Sound, soon becoming a hotbed of action and a focal point for virtually all of the great naval campaigns that would follow throughout the Guadalcanal area.



	SECNAV
	Secretary of the Navy



	SF1
	Striking Force 1 One of the main strike-force elements of the Imperial Japanese Navy task group that was under ADMs Yamamoto and Nagumo, during the morning attacks on Pearl Harbor and Ford Island on 7 December 1941.





	SF2
	Striking Force 2 The second main strike force element of that same IJN task group that was under the joint commands of ADMs Yamamoto and Nagumo, on the occasion of the dawn raids on Pearl Harbor and Ford Island on 7 December 1941.





	SG
	Surface Search Radar (U.S. Navy)



	SGT
	Sergeant



	Shackle-Unshackle
	Embedded data code format used by Americans over extant TBS networks from ship to ship.







	ACRONYM
	DEFINITION



	“The Slot”
	The somewhat-colloquialized name given to the channel area of New Georgia Sound in the Solomon Islands by American and Allied forces in 1942. This curious appellation referred to the narrowed channel area that ran geographically from Bougainville (to the north) to Makira (to the south). An area always contested by the American and IJN surface fleets throughout the years of 1942 and 1943, the channel separated the main islands of Guadalcanal from Florida Island (Nggela Sule), with a southern terminus ending in Sealark Channel itself. For further information, see http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Slot.



	SNAFU
	Situation Normal All Fouled Up (Polite Utterance) Considered a somewhat comical military vernacular term that is used to connote any situation that is seemingly out of hand or irresolvable. The phrase, of course, also came with its far more vulgar and unseemly alternate for that famed letter “F,” which of course shall bear no mention here. Seen also as a distant cousin of FUBAR.





	SNLF
	Special Naval Landing Force An IJN naval infantry unit deployed from Sasebo, Japan.





	SOPAC
	South Pacific



	SSF
	Southern Screening Force (i.e., the HMAS Australia, HMAS Canberra, and USS Chicago)



	(T)
	True (for a true heading at sea) Seen as a course heading for a ship on an absolute and fixed directional compass point, as shown in the earlier NW, NNW, SE, and SSE.





	Taffy
	Task Force (familiar Navy term) A task force may be subdivided into several integral subgroup hierarchies. Therefore, below a task force might be a task group—identified (and separated by) decimal points, as in TG 3.2. Thereafter, even smaller units would then be called task units (TU 3.2.1), and individual ships could be designated as task elements, as seen in TE 3.2.1.4, which would itself connote that this was the fourth ship within Task Element TU 3.2.1.









	ACRONYM
	DEFINITION



	Tassafaronga
	An area of coastal expanse to the north and west of Honiara, Guadalcanal, Tassafaronga Point would be the scene of perhaps one of the greatest naval battles of the entire campaign for the Solomons. After a series of actions spanning from 1942 to 1943, no less than seven large IJN transport and supply ships would be sunk (and beached), virtually in situ, and would thereafter “dot” the coastline around that point area. In fact, known to have been lost in the area were the Sasako Maru, Azumasa Maru, Kyushu Maru, Hirokawa Maru, Kinugawa Maru, Yamatsuki Maru, and Yamaura Maru. For more information on Tassafaronga Point, and the key naval battle just off its coast, see: ❶ http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tassafaronga_Point

 ❷ https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_Tassafaronga





	TBS
	Talk Between Ships



	Ten Ichi Go
	Seen as perhaps the last major naval operation by the IJN in the Pacific arena during World War II. A nearly preposterous operational plan concocted by a now-desperate Japanese military elite, Ten Ichi Go had at its core a doctrine of full attack on any advancing American battle force, even as those same elements quickly approached Okinawa, with the ultimate aim of crossing the very doorstep of the Japanese homeland. The bizarre plan, with its even more grotesque outcome, called for a naval battle group of ten ships—centered around the massive IJN battleship Yamato—to approach as closely as they could to the island of Okinawa, already under heavy siege by the Americans, and engage the enemy on all fronts.

 Thereafter, odd but seemingly strict contingency orders were set in place to beach the BB and use its large 18.1" guns as a makeshift “land battery” until either the ship itself was destroyed or the ammunition fully expended. Should the former scenario indeed occur, the remaining sailors still aboard Yamato had been ordered to disembark









	ACRONYM
	DEFINITION



	
	the ship and join the ranks of the common infantry foot-soldiers onshore. Tragically, Ten Ichi Go would fail miserably, resulting in the loss of not only the Yamato but also at least one light cruiser and as many as four destroyers. It is only now, with the clarity of hindsight, that we may look back on the flawed reasoning behind the doctrine’s theorization and even consider the imponderables, yet only continue to ask ourselves why. Ultimately, it would be an ignoble end for an otherwise noble ship—perhaps the finest ever of her class—and by 1420 hours on 7 April 1945, the bold Yamato would be struck, capsized, and sunk 120 miles WSW of Kagoshima, Japan, at an approximate coordinate fix of 30°22'N 128°04'E.

 For further information, see http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Operation_Ten-Go.





	TE
	Task Element (See Taffy explanatory note above)



	TF
	Task Force (See Taffy explanatory note above)



	TG
	Task Group (See Taffy explanatory note above)



	“Tin Can”
	The highly stylized name given to a specific class of naval ship, generally proudly reserved for “destroyer” force vessels. So named for its lower-grade armoring (or perhaps lack thereof) applied to the skeletal framework of the ship itself, these destroyers willingly sacrificed armor for speed, enabling them to serve in the crucial roles they would go on to play in World War II as both battle group and convoy escorts. In time, the men who served on these fast-attack escort ships would themselves be tagged as Tin Can Sailors, who, to a man, were proud to be called such.



	“Tokyo Express”
	The fanciful name given by the American and Allied forces to the IJN use of stealthy submarines, transport and cargo ships, and fast destroyers to deliver personnel, fresh supplies, and badly needed equipment, usually under the cover of night, to the entrenched IJA infantry forces then operating on Guadalcanal during the hotly contested years of 1942–1943.








	ACRONYM
	DEFINITION



	
	With good fortune and a trick of luck, good timing, and effective deployment of ships, the U.S. Navy would rout the Japanese from these islands and stop the “Tokyo Express” virtually dead in its tracks. By late 1942, Japan would have already been handed a series of crippling defeats in the several open-sea battles that would later take place in the area and had begun to lose its expansionist taste for running that same supply line. By 1943, the “Tokyo Express” was all but shut down and forgotten, almost as soon as all Japanese forces had been expelled from the region, their terrifying stranglehold and expansionist design on the region foiled yet again by the tireless Allied surface fleets. It was to be a time of great indignity and loss for both the Imperial Japanese Navy and its disaffected admiralty. For further information, see http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tokyo_Express.





	TROM
	Tabular Record of Movement A “mil-speak” term for “Tabular Record of Movement,” this term was most applied to the movements and activities of a specfic (or an entire class) of naval warships, as it might relate to both American and Imperial Japanese Navy vessels—especially during the operational periods of World War II.





	TU
	Task Unit (See Taffy above)



	Tulagi or Tulaghi
	Tulagi (less commonly referred to as Tulaghi) is a small island in the Solomon Islands group, just off the south coast of Florida Island (Nggella Sule). This location figured significantly in many of the sea and land battles centered just opposite of Guadalcanal in the Solomon Islands. For additional information on Tulagi, view the link at http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tulagi.



	USN
	United States Navy



	USNA
	United States Naval Academy



	USMCNCTA
	U.S. Marine Corps–World War II Navajo Code-Talkers Association



	USNWC
	United States Naval War College







	ACRONYM
	DEFINITION



	USS
	United States Ship (formerly United States Steamship)



	VADM
	Vice Admiral



	Val
	Aichi D3A dive-bomber aircraft belonging to the Imperial Japanese Navy, which also came in two subversions: the D3A1 and the D3A2.



	Vought 03U-3
	A type of floatplane carried by many older American heavy cruisers, especially CA warships of a New Orleans class. These 03U-3 planes would have been fully mounted on short-skid catapults and fired—at astonishing speeds—off the decks of the cruisers and literally hurled directly into flight from the ship’s decks. The 03U-3-class planes were used for reconnaissance and screening, deploying illuminants, and limited aerial combat and bombardment missions.



	WWI
	Common abbreviation for World War I



	WWII
	Common abbreviation for World War II



	ww2db or WW2DB
	World War II (2) Database Prolific data mining website that offers extensive information on World War II—the people, battles, events, date and time chronologies, participant (opponent) countries and forces, reference books, period photographs, useful weblinks, and more—provided for both the mildly curious researcher and the serious naval historian.





	WYZYWYG or WYSIWYG
	What You See Is What You Get



	XO
	Executive Officer



	YP
	Yard Patrol Smaller civilian commercial craft that were quickly pressed into service by a harried USN at the outset of World War II. Many of these small “littoral” ships were clippers, trawlers, and even “tuna boats,” all of which were placed into service to patrol inlets and ships’ berthing areas that were close in to shore, and all were painted with a standard gull-gray Navy color and given a USN designation of “YP.” Indeed, many such vessels are still in service to this day and are used as at-sea training vessels in today’s modern Navy.









	ACRONYM
	DEFINITION



	Zeke
	Term used to describe Japan’s long-range fighter aircraft, the Mitsubishi A6M Zero, which was wholly in use by the Imperial Japanese Navy Air Service (IJNAS) from 1940 to 1945. Again, with its stylized name that was seemingly interchangeable with that of the Zero, these planes were the terrors of the skies between the years of 1942 and 1943, as wave after wave of these attack aircraft continually strafed and attacked both shippage and entrenched land forces throughout all of the campaigns of the Solomon Islands.



	Zero
	The official (yet colloquialized) Allied name for the above type of aircraft, which was itself virtually interchangeable with the earlier-mentioned Zeke name.
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  ELECTRONIC MEDIA: COMBATANT SHIPS: IMPERIAL JAPANESE NAVY


  Gone are the years of 1942 and beyond, to war’s end in 1945, when a researcher’s best friends were still an old manual typewriter, a pile of dusty old books, and a sheaf of sea-worn maps and charts from any of several military archives. The naval historian then in search of a viable truth would have to wade through stacks of chronicled information such as ships’ logs, TROMs, mounds of first-person accounts, uncounted after-action reports, and even proceedings and findings from extant courts of inquiry that may have been convened at the time.


  In and of itself, the research process will almost always be long and grueling, demanding a certain dogged will on the part of the examiner, added to which must be a sound determination to ferret out the facts (with some degree of certainty) surrounding the specific events that occurred during a sketchy South Pacific campaign near a small island in the Solomons called Guadalcanal, during a now almost-forgotten World War II battle.


  So thus have we ardently tried to keep the memories alive and pass on the lore and heroic tales from generation to generation, much as my own urgent need to seek out each of the truths about Savo, probing me almost to the soul and urging me to pursue all as far as I could. Only now may we leap light years ahead from that battle, arriving at a point in time when there is a veritable wealth of information right at our very fingertips. With the introduction of the World Wide Web and the far-reaching resources it makes available to historians and researchers alike, we can seriously seek out at least some of these vanishing truths—these arcane and little-known truths that are understood by only a few who may actually have been there at Savo on the night of that one scorching battle in August 1942.


  The following research and reference sites have, on many occasions, served to provide impeccable and easily understood information about the operational posture of the Imperial Japanese Navy of 1942. Indeed, throughout the course of my own research, I was able to find site after site that freely offered keen elements of data, first-person accounts, event timelines, area maps, and even hierarchical organizational charts that addressed the First Battle of Savo Island. The puzzle pieces quickly came together, and a greater picture emerged surrounding the events of that battle.


  Presented as high-level categories only, therefore, the following reference sites are offered to aid the serious historian and researcher alike in their own course of study of both the battle itself and its resulting great losses.


  The Imperial Japanese Navy: General Information Sites


  Kaigūn: The Imperial Japanese Navy Webpage: http://www.combinedfleet.com/kaigun.htm


  “The Imperial Japanese Navy” (Wikipedia): http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Imperial_Japanese_Navy, http://www.ww2pacific.com/japbb.html


  Japanese Battle Fleet of World War II: http://www.ww2pacific.com/japbb.html


  The World War II Multimedia Database: http://www.worldwar2database.com/html/kaigun.htm


  Imperial Japanese Navy (IJN—Nihon Kaigūn) (Global Security.org): http://www.globalsecurity.org/military/world/japan/ijn.htm


  List of Ships of the Imperial Japanese Navy (IJN): http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_ships_of_the_Japanese_Navy


  The Imperial Japanese Navy: The IJN Carrier Force


  http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Imperial_Japanese_Navy#Aircraft_carriers


  Japanese Carriers of World War II: http://www.ww2pacific.com/japcv.html


  World Aircraft Carriers List: Japanese Aircraft Carriers (Haze Gray): http://www.ww2pacific.com/japcv.html


  The Imperial Japanese Navy: The IJN Cruiser Force


  Aoba-class heavy cruisers: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aoba_class_cruiser


  Mogami-class heavy cruisers: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mogami_class_cruiser


  Tone-class heavy cruisers: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tone_class_cruiser


  Takao-class heavy cruisers: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Takao_class_cruiser


  Myoko-class heavy cruisers: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Myoko_class_cruiser


  Heavy Cruisers of World War II: http://www.chuckhawks.com/heavy_cruisers_part3.htm


  The Imperial Japanese Navy: DESRON, the IJN Destroyers


  Akizuki-class destroyer: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Akizuki_class_destroyer_(1942)


  Super Akizuki-class destroyer: http://en.Wikipedia.org/wiki/Super_Akizuki_class_destroyer


  Asashio-class destroyer: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Asashio_class_destroyer


  Fuyuzuki-class destroyer: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Akizuki_class_destroyer_(1942)#Fuyuzuki_class


  Kamikaze-class destroyer: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kamikaze_class_destroyer_(1922)


  Kagerō-class destroyer: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kager%C5%8D_class_destroyer


  Matsu-class destroyer: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Matsu_class_destroyer


  Michizuki-class destroyer: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Akizuki_class_destroyer_(1942)#Michizuki_class


  Minekaze-class destroyer: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Minekaze_class_destroyer


  Moni-class destroyer: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Momi_class_destroyer


  Shiratsuyu-class destroyer: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shiratsuyu_class_destroyer


  Wakatake-class destroyer: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wakatake_class_destroyer


  The Imperial Japanese Navy: IJN Command Structure


  Commanders of the IJN Combined Fleet: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Combined_Fleet#Commanders_of_the_IJN_Combined_Fleet


  Naval Ranks of the Japanese Empire during World War II ❶: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Naval_ranks_of_the_Japanese_Empire_during_World_War_II


  Naval Ranks of the Japanese Empire during World War II ❷: http://www.enotes.com/topic/Naval_ranks_of_the_Japanese_Empire_during_World_War_II


  Ranks, Appointments and Units in the Japanese Navy (Naval Air Force): http://orbat.com/site/ww2/drleo/014_japan/_ijn_ranks.html


  ELECTRONIC MEDIA: MISCELLANEOUS RESEARCH WEBLINKS


  Throughout the course and venue of the research conducted for this book, the author has truly enjoyed the “journey” far more than the actual “destination.” Embracing the full empowerment of being able to access a robust assortment of technical reference materials online—in an incredible age of technology—has made that journey that much shorter in tenure, but not at all in content. During the course of the development of the narratives for this book, the author has made use of (and gratefully acknowledges) all of the above-listed web-based resources for the valuable data they have provided the researcher. To this end, all of these excellent and highly pertinent sites have been compiled and are provided for general researcher use as needed.

  


	WEBSITE RESOURCE
	RESOURCE WEBSITE ADDRESS
	BRIEF RESOURCE DESCRIPTION



	Wikipedia
	http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_Savo_Island
	Wikipedia is uniquely a multilingual, web-based, and free-content encyclopedia resource that can provide the serious (or even casual) researcher with a uniquely focused view of virtually every major battle scenario, beginning with the 1BOSI and moving on to the battles off Cape Esperance, Tassafaronga, and the naval encounters, including even the final Battle of Rennell Island. Expect to find a series of excellent maps, charts, illustrations, and B&W period photographs that are available for all to access and use.



	Wikimapia
	http://wikimapia.org/country/Solomon_Islands/
	Wikimapia is another powerful and invaluable tool, one that can provide both online mapping and satellite imaging resources that utilize Google Maps. One highly desirable feature is that of allowing users to add (and even manipulate) information about a specific global location, a shipwreck site, or even a specific battle arena itself. Seen as an excellent tool for all users and researchers.



	DANFS
	https://www.history.navy.mil/research/histories/ship-histories/danfs.html
	Dictionary of American Naval Fighting Ships: This superlative repository contains a summary of (and TROM historical activity for) many USN ships, conveniently presented in an A-Z listing. Individual ship listings are concise and informative.







	WEBSITE RESOURCE
	RESOURCE WEBSITE ADDRESS
	BRIEF RESOURCE DESCRIPTION



	Haze Gray & Underway
	http://www.hazegray.org/danfs/destroy/dd408txt.htm
	Excellent naval history website, with ship types and name listings, date and timeline chronologies, and TROM service records, as well as source photographs of the period itself. It also contains a handy link directly to the DANFS database.



	World War 2—Plus 55
	http://usswashington.com/worldwar2plus55/dl09au42.htm
	Account of the Naval Battle of Guadalcanal and other battles as experienced from the deck of the American BB USS Washington (BB-56), at the time under the command of RADM Willis Augustus “Ching” Lee.



	World War 2—Pacific
	http://www.ww2pacific.com/savo.html
	Citing the Hudson pilots’ sightings report of the IJN fleet on 8 August 1942, this web page avowedly proclaims the “non-culpability” of the two Australian reconnaissance plane pilots who allegedly did not report having spotted Mikawa’s task force until it was too late for any preemptive action by the Allied navies then operating at Guadalcanal. For more information, see the full topical discussion on the “Teacup Controversy.”



	History Animated
	http://www.historyanimated.com/newhistoryanimated/index.php
	To see a multi-phase animation of the 1BOSI, click on the screen’s “Pacific War Animated” link, then the secondary “The Battle for Guadalcanal Island link,” followed by the site’s “View Battle Animation” link to see the full battle main.







	WEBSITE RESOURCE
	RESOURCE WEBSITE ADDRESS
	BRIEF RESOURCE DESCRIPTION



	WRECK Site
	http://www.wrecksite.eu/wreck-search.aspx?alpha
	Search the full website database of shipwrecks and sites of “last knowns” in an alphabetical ordering—or by a more specific search argument.



	NavWeaps
	http://www.navweaps.com/index_oob/OOB_WWII_Pacific/OOB_WWII_First-Savo.htm
	The Naval Weapons website offers the Richard Worth repository of highly relevant information on the order of battle for the 1BOSI. Seen as a valuable tool.



	Brad Sheard Deep Sea Photography
	http://bradsheard.com/GCanalwrecks.html
	This well-acclaimed Brad Sheard website chronicles many of the current-day dive activities for various 1BOSI (and later) shipwrecks that can be found in and around the Guadalcanal area, with a keen focus on Iron Bottom Sound itself.



	The Battle of Guadalcanal Foundation
	http://www.guadalcanal.com.sb/
	This site may be used for tourism groups (or individual) charter information, touring itineraries, and commemorative anniversary observances that may be taking place in and around the Guadalcanal area.



	Solomon Islands Board of Tourism
	http://www.visitsolomons.com.sb/wwii-stories/savo-fight
	Official Solomon Islands website, offering a wealth of information on dive sites, military tours, viewable wreck sites, amenities, and accommodations, as well as all pertinent travel information for anyone who may wish to visit the area.







	WEBSITE RESOURCE
	RESOURCE WEBSITE ADDRESS
	BRIEF RESOURCE DESCRIPTION



	Tulagi Dive
	http://www.tulagidive.com.sb/Index1.htm
	This website is dedicated to more experienced divers, specifically those interested in wreck-diving the Aaron Ward and many of the several sunken Japanese Maru-class transport ships that were lost during and after the 1BOSI.



	Greg Goebel: In The Public Domain
	http://www.vectorsite.net/tw2guad_1.html#m3
	The Greg Geobel “Vector” website provides a unique and informed perspective of the Mikawa attack itself in a seven-volume online repository of documents titled “August-September 1942: Are You Going to Stay Here?”



	Publication Semaphore
	http://www.navy.gov.au/Publication:Semaphore_-_Issue_12,_2007#The_Battle_of_Savo_Island
	The official Royal Australian Navy website, with a link to “Australians at Guadalcanal, August 1942,” the invasion landings of 7 August, and the 1BOSI itself.



	Together We Served
	http://navy.togetherweserved.com/usn/voices/2010/4/Galvin_voices.html
	View an up-close and verbatim interview with Petty Officer Daniel Galvin, one of the few remaining survivors of the USS Quincy (CA-39) crew after the ship’s sinking on the night of 8–9 August 1942.



	USS Quincy Website
	http://www.ussquincy.com/quincyws121200/index.htmlhttp://www.ussquincy.com/quincyws121200/CA39.html


	Excellent roster and reunion page for those who served on either the initial (CA-39) Quincy or the later “vengeance ship” incarnation of that same Quincy as CA-71.







	WEBSITE RESOURCE
	RESOURCE WEBSITE ADDRESS
	BRIEF RESOURCE DESCRIPTION



	USS Astoria Website
	http://ussastoria.org/USS_ASTORIA_CA-34.html
	A home for all “Nasty Asty” veterans, with key information about the ship and its crew, along with excellent period photographs of the CA-34 in action.



	USS Vincennes Website
	http://www.ussvincennes.org/vincennes/ca-44/index.htm
	Contains a substantial presentation of the ship’s TROM data and history, as well crew rosters, reunions, updates, and general research resources.



	USS Chicago Website
	http://www.usschicago.org/http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_Chicago_(CA-29)

http://ww2db.com/ship_spec.php?ship_id=335


	Official USS Chicago (CA-29) web page is preeminently dedicated to the later CA-136 Chicago, which was itself later converted to its even newer incarnation as CG-11 Guided Missile Cruiser status in 1958. The best source of information on the CA-34 would generally be either Wikipedia or the Naval Historical Center (NHC) website. Some excellent technical data on this specific CA is also available on the World War II Database site at www.ww2db.com.



	USS Wilson Website
	http://www.hazegray.org/danfs/destroy/dd408txt.htm
	General website references for the USS Wilson (DD-408) only.



	USS Helm Website
	http://www.hazegray.org/danfs/destroy/dd388txt.htm
	General website references for the USS Helm (DD-388) only.







	WEBSITE RESOURCE
	RESOURCE WEBSITE ADDRESS
	BRIEF RESOURCE DESCRIPTION



	USS Blue Website
	http://wikimapia.org/11129545/Wreck-of-USS-Blue-DD-387http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_Blue_(DD-387)l

 http://www.destroyerhistory.org/goldplater/ussblue.html


	General website references for the USS Blue (DD-387) only.



	USS Ralph Talbot Website
	http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_Ralph_Talbot_(DD-390)http://www.navsource.org/archives/05/390.htm

http://www.destroyerhistory.org/goldplater/ussralphtalbot.html


	General website references for the USS Ralph Talbot (DD-390) only.



	USS Patterson Website
	http://www.navsource.org/archives/05/392.htmhttp://www.hazegray.org/danfs/destroy/dd392txt.htm

http://www.destroyerhistory.org/goldplater/usspatterson.html


	General website references for the USS Patterson (DD-392) only.



	USS Bagley Website
	http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_Bagley_(DD-386)http://www.navsource.org/archives/05/386.htm

http://www.history.navy.mil/photos/sh-usn/usnsh-b/dd386.htm


	General website references for the USS Bagley (DD-386) only.



	USS De Haven Website
	http://www.ussdehaven.org/first.htmhttp://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_De_Haven_(DD-469)


	Official website for the first (earlier) USS De Haven (DD-469), complete with maps, photos, links, and even a suggested bibliography for all. This site also contains a secondary link to a full Wikipedia data mine, and pertinent info can be found on the later DD-727 incarnation as well.







	WEBSITE RESOURCE
	RESOURCE WEBSITE ADDRESS
	BRIEF RESOURCE DESCRIPTION



	HMAS Canberra Website
	❶http://www.hmascanberra.com.au/

❷http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/HMAS_Canberra_(D33)

❸http://www.pacificwrecks.com/ships/hmas/canberra.html

❹http://ahoy.tk-jk.net/macslog/H.M.A.S.CanberraandtheBat.html


	❶ Info on diving the Canberra wreckage site, with FAQs and tour bookings.

❷ Full Wikipedia coverage of the Canberra and its sinking in 1942.

❸ Info on MIAs and an excellent forum for survivor families.

❹ Ahoy! naval (and general maritime) site offers good historical background on the D33.





	World War II Database
	http://ww2db.com/ship.php
	This World War II data mining website offers users great info on ships of all types and classes. Seen as a prolific data mining resource, this site can provide extensive information on World War II, the combatants, battles, events, chronologies, books, photos and more—this for both the serious period researcher and the casual reader as well.



	Old Blue Jacket Website
	http://oldbluejacket.com/
	Site provides a wealth of information and links in an icon image format, with connections to information on World War II, Korea, Vietnam, and even present-day Middle East conflict areas. Pages viewed come complete with accompanying martial music.



	Hull Number Website
	http://www.hullnumber.com/
	This concise website provides a series of ship-silhouetted links that can easily navigate the user out to any number of ships and ship types.








	WEBSITE RESOURCE
	RESOURCE WEBSITE ADDRESS
	BRIEF RESOURCE DESCRIPTION



	Destroyer History Website
	http://www.destroyerhistory.org/
	Contains some great technical data on all DD-class ships that are sorted by ship name and hull number. Provides a curious “Find a Ship” link for these same DD vessels in a later 348-420 hull number classification range, which include many of the earlier World War II-era DDs.



	Destroyers Online
	http://www.destroyersonline.com/usndd/
	Seen as an above-average compilation (and presentation) of all information relating to DDs by “class,” presented with a glossarial database and an extensive bibliographical listing.



	Ahoy—Mac’s Web Log
	http://www.ahoy.tk-jk.net/Solomons/BattleofSavoIsland.html
	Provides a full and in-depth review of the several naval battles of Guadalcanal from August to November 1942. Preeminent focus seems to be that of the involvement of the HMAS Canberra during the IJN attack on Crutchley’s Southern screening force during the 1BOSI on the night of 8-9 August. Researchers can also find several excellent “first-person” accounts and narratives from surviving crewmen who were aboard the Australian CA during the night battle at Savo.
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