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    Edward Morgan Forster wrote six novels and several other works of fiction and non-fiction in his lifetime. He became financially independent at an early age due to a large inheritance. In 1907, he tutored Syed Ross Mahood, who became his lifelong friend and whom APassage to India is dedicated to. He is believed to have been in love with Mahood, a feeling that was not reciprocated. Forster always remained quiet about his homosexuality. In 1913-14, he wrote a book about a gay couple, Maurice, which during his lifetime was circulated only among a selected group of friends, including the members of the Bloomsbury Group (a group of modernist writers and intellectuals in Bloomsbury, London, whose most prominent members included Virginia Woolf and D.H. Lawrence). He requested that the book be published posthumously, in 1971.


    Forster undertook two journeys to India, in 1912 and 1921, which served as inspiration for A Passage to India. His last work of fiction during his lifetime, the short story collection The Eternal Moment, was published in 1928. After that, he continued to give lectures and publish works of non-fiction, such as biographies, literary criticism and collections of essays. Forster’s humanist and anti-nationalist sentiments are reflected in his literary works.
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    A Passage to India is a highly political novel. Among the themes and topics Forster explores are the divide between East and West, British racism, religious tensions within the Indian community, Anglo-Indian political structures and “the emotional deficiencies of the English middleclass character” (Mishra, 2005: xviii). A Passage to India was the last novel Forster wrote, and many of the themes he addresses are visionary, such as the impact of colonialism on Indian society and on Islam. Forster himself stated with regard to his work: “Furthermore […] I tried to indicate the human predicament in a universe which is not, so far, comprehensible to our minds” (p.327). The plot of the novel is straightforward in comparison: the arrival of two English women in India, an excursion to the caves, an attempted assault on one of the women and the wrongful accusation of an Indian – and finally his redemption at the trial. The simplicity of the plot and the complexity of the underlying themes reflect a Hindu legend of “[…] a third, invisible river [joining] the confluence of the rivers Ganges and Jumna […]” (Mishra, 2005:xiii), meaning that beyond the obviously visible, there is a hidden message.

  


  
    SUMMARY


    Adela Quested travels with Mrs Moore, the mother of her potential fiancé Ronny Heaslop, to the (fictional) city of Chandrapore in India, for Adela to make a decision about whether she wants to marry Ronny. New to India, Mrs Moore and Adela clearly see the racism towards the natives that prevails in the English Club and both express a desire to see “the real India” (p.23). They meet Aziz, a young Indian doctor, who organises an excursion to the Marabar Caves for them. However, during the visit to the caves, Adela is assaulted, and she accuses Aziz. This leads to a widening of the rift between the English and Indian communities.


    PART 1: MOSQUE


    This part serves to introduce most of the novel’s characters, and sets up the stark contrast between the lives of the ruling British community, grouped around the Civil Station, on the one hand, and the Indian community on the other hand. However, some characters are harder to classify – for example, the Englishman Fielding, who is the schoolmaster of the Government College, establishes close friendships with the Indians, especially Dr Aziz. Mrs Moore and Adela Quested, both newly arrived, are also drawn to the Indian community, though from a less informed standpoint than Fielding. Forster explores the concepts of the newly-arrived, ‘innocent’ visitors vis à vis the long-standing, racist English community. Mrs Moore meets Aziz at a Mosque and they form an instant connection. Ronny and Adela decide to get engaged after a mysterious accident, which Mrs Moore and the Nawab Bahadur (a rich Mohammedan landowner and respected member of the Indian community) both accredit to a ghost. Adela, Mrs Moore, Fielding and Aziz have tea at Fielding’s, where Aziz suggests an excursion to the Marabar Caves, a local sight.


    PART 2: CAVES


    Aziz, Mrs Moore, Adela and Mohamed Latif (a poor relative of Hamidullah, Aziz’s friend, and the object of many practical jokes) travel to the caves, accompanied by a great number of servants and villagers. The caves have an uncanny effect on Mrs Moore. Each sound gives off the same echo, and she suffers from a panic attack in the first cave they visit. The echo stays with Mrs Moore and transforms her from an amiable old lady into an irritable and fragile woman. Due to Mrs Moore’s poor health, Aziz and Adela venture to the next cave without her, accompanied by a guide. Adela runs off into a cave, and believes she is assaulted. She escapes to Chandrapore with Miss Derek (an Englishwoman working for the Maharani of a native state), who has just arrived in her car. The unsuspecting Aziz is arrested for attempted assault upon his return to Chandrapore with the rest of the party. Since the story is often told from Aziz’s point of view, the reader is aware that he is innocent. The arrest culminates in Aziz’s trial, at which Adela suddenly realises that she is not sure if anything happened in the cave after all. She is cast out by the English community, who see her honesty as a betrayal of them, and she stops at the Government College for a few days. Ronny breaks off his engagement with Adela, as she would be a hindrance to his career in Anglo-India. All this leads to Aziz’s believing that Fielding is having an affair with Adela but has not told him about it. He feels betrayed, and this leads to subsequent misunderstandings and the temporary end of their friendship. Mrs Moore, who decided to travel back to England before the beginning of the trial to attend to her other two children, dies on the passage and is buried at sea, in the Indian Ocean. This part ends with Fielding travelling back to Europe and admiring the aesthetic forms of Italy.


    PART 3: TEMPLE


    The third part takes place a few years later and is set in a native state of India. It revolves around the Hindu celebration of the Birth of Krishna. Professor Godbole (Fielding’s assistant in Chandrapore and a Hindu), Aziz and Mohamed Latif are the only three of the original Indian community that now live in the village of Mau. Fielding is planning to visit Mau with his wife and her brother. Aziz still believes this to be Adela, and therefore tries to avoid Fielding. It turns out that Fielding actually married Mrs Moore’s daughter, Stella. Fielding and Aziz manage to clear up past misunderstandings but agree that this is the last time they will meet, as “[…] the two nations cannot be friends” (p.296). Ralph, Stella’s brother, echoes Mrs Moore in character – Aziz also classifies him as an Oriental. Aziz also forgives Miss Quested for her false allegations and writes her a letter of apology.

  


  
    CHARACTER STUDY


    DR AZIZ


    Aziz is the main Indian character in the novel and is the first and last character to appear. Initially, he works as a doctor in Chandrapore, but after having been wrongfully accused and imprisoned, he decides to move to a native state instead, and at the end of the novel works as a doctor under a Hindu government. He is a widower and has three children, Kamil, Ahmed and Jamila, who live with their grandparents. At the end of the novel, he has married again, and his children live with him. In Chandrapore, Aziz works under Major Callendar, who knows in secret that Aziz is a better doctor than he is – and this makes him even more ill-disposed towards Aziz (p.48). Aziz is painted as the archetypical Oriental: he is emotional, religious and romantic. He has an inclination towards the mystical and enjoys reading and writing poetry (p.12). He seems, at times, to be a slightly comical character: he can be temperamental (p.54) but also tender and compassionate (p.64). His wrongful accusation and imprisonment as a result of Adela’s allegations disillusion him: in the beginning, he is still eager to please the English and is trying to establish intercultural friendships, especially with Fielding. However, we are told that:


    “From the moment of his arrest he was done for, he had dropped like a wounded animal; he had despaired, not through cowardice, but because he knew that an English-woman’s word would always outweigh his own.” (pp.220-221)


    He underlines his transition in a conversation with Fielding: “I was a child when you knew me first. Everyone was my friend then. The Friend: a Persian expression for God” (p.261). Upon realising that in his own country, he is powerless due to British rule, Aziz breaks with the English and moves to a native state of India, where he lives under a Hindu government. In conversation with Fielding, he states: “The approval of your compatriots no longer interests me, I have become anti-British, and ought to have done so sooner, it would have saved me numerous misfortunes” (p.236). Fielding and Aziz establish a friendship that manages to survive despite the cultural differences, and through numerous misunderstandings. However, the end of the book also clearly states that the time for an Anglo-Indian friendship has not yet come: “But the horses didn’t want it – they swerved apart; the earth didn’t want it […] they didn’t want it, they said in their hundred voices, ‘No, not yet,’ and the sky said, ‘No, not there.’” (p.306). Despite all this, Aziz’s relationship with Mrs Moore remains untainted by cultural difference. She, to him, is an Oriental (p.238), and he expresses the same feeling towards her son (p.296).


    CYRIL FIELDING


    Fielding starts out as a noble character, scorning the English Club and preferring to spend his time with the natives. The Lieutenant-Governor describes him as the only sensible Englishman in Chandrapore (p.244). He is the principal of the Government College in Chandrapore. Fielding, with his “broad, sensible […] charitable view” (ibid.), has the potential to act as a link between the English and Indian communities in the city. This is even underlined in the description of his house, which is a mixture of the oriental and the occidental (p.64). However, Fielding’s rational appeals in favour of Aziz in the aftermath of his arrest do not convince the racist and enraged English community (pp.177-178). Fielding prides himself on travelling lightly, without obligations, but by the end of the novel it is stated that this is not the case anymore (p.301). Fielding has, to an extent, also become an archetypal Anglo-Indian (p.286):


    “And he felt dubious and discontented suddenly, and wondered whether he was really and truly successful as a human being. […] he felt he ought to have been working at something else the whole time – he didn’t know at what, never would know, never could know, and that is why he felt sad. (p.179)


    MRS MOORE


    Mrs Moore has been married twice and is a widow. She has three children: Ronny Heaslop, and his two half-siblings Stella and Ralph. As the novel progresses, she longs more and more for her two children in England. She is very religious (p.17) and has an inclination towards the mystical (p.88). Much like Fielding, Mrs. Moore has the potential to link the Indian and English communities. She is described by Aziz as an Oriental, and she shows insightfulness and sensitivity regarding the Indian community. However, her son Ronny Heaslop does not take her seriously, for she is old and a woman (pp.46-47), and therefore her potential is lost. After the excursion to the caves, she retreats into herself. She is overcome by a nihilistic outlook on life, produced by the echo heard in the caves: “She had come to that state where the horror of the universe and its smallness are both visible at the same time – the twilight of double vision […]” (p.195). This apparently enhances a character trait that she was already carrying (p.196). Her son states: “She was by no means the dear old lady outsiders supposed, and India bought her into the open” (p.189). The incident in the cave transforms her, and she becomes irritable, vain and withdrawn.


    Mrs Moore takes an immediate liking to Aziz when she meets him at the mosque (pp.17-20). The incident ends up shaping both of their lives, and even recalling the memory rejuvenates Mrs. Moore (p.133). Mrs Moore dies upon sailing back to England further south than she ever ventured on land (p.241). This reflects Aziz’s classification of her as an Oriental: She finds her final resting place in the Indian Ocean, and never returns to Europe (ibid.).


    ADELA QUESTED


    Adela, a young English girl, is horrified by the way the Indian population is treated by the English when she first arrives in India (p.42). She is scared of becoming like the other Anglo-Indians she meets. However, through her accusation of Aziz, she makes the situation between Anglo-Indians and Indians worse
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