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This thesis argues that faith alone (sola fide)—rather than the act of baptism—is the true cornerstone of salvation, a distinction underscored by the deliberate omission of baptism in key biblical passages emphasizing justification. Mark 16:16 states, “He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be damned,” highlighting that condemnation is linked to unbelief, not the absence of baptism. This study contends that salvation is a gift of grace received through faith alone, supported by biblical doctrine, historical context, and theological debate.

Through biblical analysis, this paper defends sola fide by examining Ephesians 2:8-9, Romans 3:28, and Galatians 2:16, which affirm that salvation is granted by faith in Christ, independent of works or adherence to religious rites. These passages reinforce that righteousness before God is imputed through faith alone rather than achieved through human effort or sacramental participation.

From a historical perspective, this study demonstrates that sola fide has deep roots in early Christian teachings, was solidified during the Reformation, and continues to shape Protestant theology. The research highlights how Martin Luther, John Calvin, and other Reformers rejected sacramental justification, emphasizing that faith alone is the means of salvation. Despite theological disputes, this doctrine has remained central to Protestant identity.

From a theological standpoint, the debate over sola fide continues to be a major point of contention between Christian traditions. Protestant Reformers defended justification by faith alone against Catholic and Orthodox teachings that emphasize a synergy between faith, works, and sacraments. These doctrinal differences have led to enduring theological discussions on the relationship between faith, baptism, and salvation.

Furthermore, this research discusses the dilemma of ongoing theological debates over sola fide, considering the consequences of differing interpretations and the obstacles they present to Christian unity. It addresses legalism and self-righteousness, contrasting these with the biblical understanding of grace while also cautioning against antinomianism, which distorts sola fide as an excuse for moral laxity. The study also examines the modern ecumenical movement, exploring efforts to reconcile Protestant, Catholic, and Orthodox views on justification and the role of baptism in salvation.

Ultimately, this thesis reaffirms that faith in Christ alone is necessary and sufficient for salvation, challenging views that incorporate baptism as a salvific requirement. By integrating biblical exegesis, historical theology, and theological debate, this study upholds the Reformation principle of sola fide while acknowledging the ongoing discourse surrounding justification and Christian unity.
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Salvation is the central tenet of the Christian faith, representing deliverance from sin and reconciliation with God. Across different Christian traditions, the means of attaining salvation has been a topic of significant theological debate. While all Christians agree that salvation is found in Christ, they differ on whether faith alone (sola fide) or faith accompanied by sacraments—particularly baptism—is necessary for justification before God. This distinction has shaped the doctrines of major Christian denominations and has been a defining issue since the early church.

The question of whether baptism is necessary for salvation has been contested throughout Christian history. Some traditions, including Roman Catholicism and Eastern Orthodoxy, argue that baptism is a sacramental act that imparts grace and initiates believers into the Christian life. They often cite passages such as John 3:5, which says, “Unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God” (English Standard Version [ESV], 2008), as evidence that baptism plays a direct role in salvation.

In contrast, Protestant theology—particularly within Lutheran, Reformed, Evangelical, and Baptist traditions—argues that salvation is attained through faith in Christ alone, apart from any external rituals. Proponents of sola fide point to verses such as Ephesians 2:8-9, which state that salvation comes by grace through faith and not by works. Additionally, they emphasize the deliberate exclusion of baptism from key passages about salvation, arguing that if baptism were essential, it would have been explicitly mentioned alongside faith in these definitive texts.

One of the strongest arguments for faith alone being the true cornerstone of salvation is the deliberate exclusion of baptism in key biblical passages concerning justification and eternal life. Passages such as Romans 10:9-10, John 3:16, and Acts 16:30-31 stress belief in Jesus as the requirement for salvation; they make no mention of baptism. If baptism were necessary for salvation, its omission in such crucial texts would be inexplicable.

Additionally, the case of the thief on the cross in Luke 23:39-43 presents a compelling example. Jesus assured the repentant thief, “Today you will be with me in paradise,” despite the thief having no opportunity for baptism. This further supports the argument that faith, not baptism, is the determining factor in salvation.

This paper argues that faith alone, rather than the act of baptism, is the true cornerstone of salvation, a distinction emphasized by the deliberate exclusion of baptism in key biblical texts. While baptism is an important act of obedience and public declaration of faith, Scripture consistently presents salvation as a result of faith in Christ alone. By examining biblical evidence, historical church teachings, and theological perspectives, this paper demonstrates that justification before God is based solely on faith, apart from any external rituals or sacraments.
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Statement of the Problem 
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Throughout Christian history, the relationship between faith and baptism in the process of salvation has been a subject of theological debate. While many traditions assert that baptism is a necessary component of salvation, others maintain that faith alone (sola fide) is the sole requirement for justification before God. This divergence in doctrine has led to varying interpretations of Scripture, differing church practices, and ongoing theological disputes.

A critical issue in this debate is the deliberate exclusion of baptism in key biblical passages that explicitly define the means of salvation. If baptism were essential for salvation, one would expect its inclusion alongside faith in such foundational texts as John 3:16, Romans 10:9-10, and Acts 16:30-31. However, these and other passages consistently emphasize faith as the determining factor in salvation, raising the question of whether baptism is a symbolic act of obedience rather than a salvific requirement.
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Purpose of the Study
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This study seeks to address the theological, biblical, and historical implications of the cornerstone requirement for salvation by examining:

	The biblical foundation for sola fide and the absence of baptism in key salvation passages.

	The historical development of baptism as a sacrament and its role in different Christian traditions.

	The theological consequences of requiring baptism for salvation and how it aligns with the doctrine of grace.


By addressing these concerns, this paper aims to clarify the role of baptism in salvation and affirm that faith alone is the true cornerstone of Christian justification.
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