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​​Preface

Certain things, and most importantly good things, should be talked about and discussed more often because it is necessary. Talking is important because there are lessons to be learned from good deeds that transcend our morality and actions as human beings. Psychology is a powerful tool, and when the work and actions of many people come together, change is inevitable. But it often takes a leader, an inspiration, a singular idea, or a collective concept to flick up that one desire to change, which will start the transformation process. This work of critical analysis is about how the legendary actor-humanitarian Shah Rukh Khan brought about a national transformation and became a global phenomenon in no time, which many believe came from a combination of hard work and luck. This work has been created after extensive research and scientific observation of the effects that the man had over the decades.

Shah Rukh Khan is where our lives, our imaginations and our hopes found deep colors – we whistled at theatres, we smiled at homes looking at the actor who always made us smile! This book is an acknowledgment, a tribute, a painful penning of nostalgia that made our school, college and life days shiningly brighter – a tribute to one and only Shahrukh Khan! He made us laugh, he made us sing, he is the one who made us run to theatres with fever and cry – bringing smile to our lips, dreams to our eyes; and so many years went by watching his films that made us fly! If love is a feeling that count stars and promises infinite, Shahrukh Khan is the feeling without which love is and will be incomplete! Here with my own shaky hands, I write with such trembling memories of lost childhood and struggling to make one the happiness and sadness of SRK memories – things that bought families and people closer and made us grow and live through changing times of neo-liberal India!! 

Author Insta handle: @_author.drsayan
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‘The philosopher creates, he doesn’t reflect.’ – Gilles Deleuze
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‘Life is irreversible and so is Shah Rukh Khan’s love affair with India’  

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

​Chapter 1

[image: ]


[image: ]
The Beginning
SHAH RUKH KHAN ENTERED the industry in the early 1990s, and his transition from television to the big screen of Indian film was one of the most significant events of those years. It remains the most outstanding transition ever made. Shah Rukh Khan was famous among Indian audiences right from his television days when he played Fauji in the serial Fauji, aired on the national channel Doordarshan (DD National). It is the exceptional human persona that often has a strong presence and a majestic form of charm which carries humanity with it, and it was Shah Rukh Khan’s beginnings with human race that was to change India forever. The charismatic appearance, strong screen presence, and ability to pull out iconic villainous performances were like a missing link to many viewers. This forced people to think of the actor differently, and hence, the line of difference was created. The actor showed his unique ability to leave the audience dazed, and he could make everybody fall in a strange likeness with him that went far beyond the audience’s likeness or dislikeness for the film. In a way, people went to see ‘Shah Rukh Khan’ on the screen regardless of their genre preferences and in the process, developed a strong regard for Shahrukh’s unique action skills. This kind of positive audience perception started to be seen as a rare incident for somebody who has just arrived at the silver screen. This rare but strong connection between Shah Rukh and the common people was only the inception of something highly unfathomable. Initially, it was the good social perception around the actor that laid foundation for the building of much bigger Shah Rukh Khan phenomenon in the upcoming years. Again, the growing love of audiences for Shahrukh was the key. 

The remarkable talent of this man to mesmerize everybody and the return appreciation from audiences that often goes beyond adjectives made his unimaginable journey possible. It is understandable for the senior actors who already had some recognition among the Indian audience to enjoy this kind of remarkable connection but destiny chose Shah Rukh Khan, and thus came the ‘Age of Shah Rukh Khan’. A lot of accidental factors played a great role in creation of the ‘SRK phenomenon’ and his choice of films came as unfathomable for many and thrillingly surprising for others. Firstly, the actor did films like Baazigar and Darr; he took up roles rejected by other actors and made them into such big hits that the world could not forget Shah Rukh Khan. And this also signifies the fact that the people from the film industry (actors, directors) who are considered to be more authentic film experts than general audience, these people who thought ‘villainous hero’ roles would not work out (at least in the Indian context) were wrong, dead wrong! The actor took up the difficult challenge of playing these unconventional roles and in turn, delivered some magnetic performances that are still celebrated even after thirty years! Yes, Rahul Mehra and Ajay Sharma – the two iconic villains of India cinema, Ajay Sharma being more of the anti-hero! The huge success of Darr and Baazigar also meant that critics started to become more engrossed with Shahrukh’s fascinating works which amplified his stardom further. 

Those early-day Shah Rukh Khan performances are so memorable that one can analyze them both deontologically and teleologically with equal interest and still have the same feelings of amazement! The cause that made him do the films and the outcomes of his actions that came from doing those films - made him the phenomenon that became an immortal rage amongst Indians and fans all over the world!! The actor’s performances as Rahul in Darr and Ajay in Baazigar made him an overnight sensation—a career record that is envied by many even after all these years. In a matter of a decade, the whole country with all its states and people together, fell in love with the actor Shah Rukh Khan without knowing why they liked the person so much or whether he was to become the identity of the nation?! The concept of an antihero (as played in Baazigar) accidentally appealed to the country so much that he became ‘The Shah Rukh Khan’, India’s new superstar. The actor became a superstar within four years of entering the Indian film industry, and this shows how fast a fire can run through the woods if the conditions are right. But the conditions were never truly set for him; he forced his way forward with a profound commitment towards acting, storytelling, and the wholesome radiation of enduring energy that set him apart! When it’s written in the stars, you just have to clasp your hands and take a bow! and that’s what created the era and aura of Shah Rukh Khan that lights up the skies even today!!  People talk about critically acclaimed performances and serious film roles, but what about the unparalleled performances of Shah Rukh as a villain and anti-hero that could not be matched even after these long thirty years? Superstars who can act and actors who have become superstars are always rare in Indian cinema but Shahrukh is one such actor who could fuse art with commerce quite beautifully which made him into a world-encompassing spirit. The spirit of India moved with the spirit of SRK and this is one of the major reasons why the actor is not just a name but a phenomenon: Shah Rukh Khan became a rage, a mass celebration, and a gold superstar very early in his career, which was to change the face of the country.
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