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Introduction

I received my first rubber stamp set when I was eight years old. I played with that set of simple shape stamps for hours. The fond memories of that first stamp set came flooding back when I began my career as a stay-at-home-Mom. On a whim, I bought a few rubber stamps and started decorating letters (back when people actually wrote letters!), cards, recipes and fabric among other things. I quickly amassed more stamps, and every new stamp tempted me to make another card. As you can guess, I'm still not done making cards.

You'll find plenty of cardmaking temptation in this book! These pages are filled with great ideas just waiting to be explored, enough to encourage and inspire stampers and crafters of all skill levels. You'll be asking yourself, “why didn't I think of that?” A quick guide in the beginning and a complete material list with every card will help get you started. Along the way are plenty of tips for personalizing your cards, trying something different and getting the most from your crafting time. As a bonus, every project in this book offers a second card that uses the same stamp!

You only need a handful of supplies to get started, and the rewards of delighting a family member or friend with a handmade card is well worth the time (believe me!). Gather your supplies, sit down for just a few minutes and you can have a finished card. Create with all your heart, and every card you make will be a work of art. Don't be afraid to give away your creations…you can always make more.
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Getting Started

Making fabulous handmade cards isn't difficult, I promise! It's made even easier with all the new tools and materials you can find in your local craft or scrapbook stores. Here's a list of some of the tools and materials, papers and adhesives to help get you started.

What are you waiting for? Cards are waiting to be made.

Tools and materials
Below are some tools and materials that make crafting cards so much easier. You'll find most of them at your local craft, rubber stamp or scrapbook store. It's a good idea to keep all your supplies in a convenient place, so you can find them quickly when the urge to create finds you.

STAMPS
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Stamps come in a variety of shapes, patterns and designs. They are generally made of rubber, but you can also carve stamps out of erasers or vegetables such as potatoes, or make texture stamps from leaves and other objects.

It's a good idea to use a stamp cleaner to remove inks from a stamp after use. It comes in a small bottle with a spray or sponge top and helps keep the colors pure on the stamp.

INKS

Stamping inks, usually applied from an ink pad, come in a variety of colors and types. Standard dye inks are used for general stamping. Pigment inks are used for general stamping and embossing. Permanent inks are used when the surface requires a waterproof ink for watercoloring or fabric stamping. Pearlescent inks are pigment inks that create a lustrous sheen when
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