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Khrrrrrrr...




“Oh no,” wails Shyam.

The seams of his favourite shirt have come apart.
“I can’t wear this shirt anymore, Thatha!”
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“Of course you can, silly,” his grandfather says.
“We can repair it!”

Thatha takes a needle and a spool of blue thread.
He shows Shyam how to stitch
the seams together.
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Shyam’s friend Shrisha has come home.
“Let’s go cycling,” she says.
“In a minute,” says Shyam. “Let me iron my shirt first.”

He switches on the iron box. But the light doesn’t glow, and the
iron remains cold.

“Ufff! I’ll just wear the crumpled shirt,” grumbles Shyam.

“I was at the Repair Mela last week,” says Shrisha. “George Uncle,
who teaches chemistry in my brother’s college, was repairing an
iron box.
I watched what he was doing very closely. Let’s try to set it right!
Do you have a screwdriver?”
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Shyam hunts in the
cupboard and gets a
screwdriver. Shrisha
unscrews the back of the
iron.

“See this wire? When you
switch on the power, electric
current passes through it
and heats up the iron plate.
This process is called
conduction,” says Shrisha.
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“And this small thing is the thermostat. It makes sure that
the iron doesn’t get too hot. If the heat goes way up,
it just cuts off the power. The red light goes out.
When the iron cools down, the current flows again
and the light comes on.”
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“Other heating devices must work the same way, right?
Geysers, kettles, ovens?”

But Shrisha is not listening. She’s peering into the iron.
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