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Dedication

I
would like to dedicate this book to all children who have to face the world
without the love and guidance of a parent. I would also like to dedicate this
book to all animal lovers who have the heart to stop their car and help a
turtle cross the street.









Prologue

Turtles are born brave. The
moment they burst through their shells, they head for the nearest lake or river
for food and shelter. Their parents have long gone and they're on their own to
face the dangers of their new world.

This story is about one of
those courageous little turtles and her wish to find her family.

It's also the story of every
boy and girl in this world who needs to be with a family that loves and
protects them.









Synopsis

Hatchling bursts through the
walls of her shell into a brand new world. Hungry hawks bombard her siblings
and she must somehow forge her way alone to food and safety. Her urge to belong
is deep and she finds herself in dangerous situations with total strangers.
Trusting others is the key to her survival but it can also be her downfall. 


Here is her story.








Hatchling pokes her head
through the broken eggshells of her sandy nest.

"Wait for me." 

She scrambles after her
siblings towards the water's edge.

Red-tailed hawks screech and
swoop down from every direction. The tiny turtles flash in and out of view in
the blinding clouds of sand and dirt.
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Almost there... sweet smell
of green Lily pads and blue pickerelweed. Burst of glistening yellow-green: a
hissing garter snake lunges out from behind a huge rock and smacks her high
into the air. Hatchling drops to the bottom of the pond and burrows in the mud.
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She inches her head out to
scan the blurry shapes drifting high above. No sign of her siblings. Her heart
drums the walls of her shell.
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A horde of tiny fish whoosh
by; she bolts after them.

"Have you seen my
family?"
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Swirls of grey fish bump and
swish against her. Hatchling imagines the bright silvery scales sprouting from
her shell.
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A gigantic black fish storms
towards them. The shoal of tiny fish swerve in the opposite direction. 

"Hey! Wait for me."

Hatchling peers back over her
shell. The large fish zooms in on her, jaws wide open.
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Hatchling plunges to the
bottom of the pond and slides into a narrow opening between jagged rocks. The
large fish hovers a long while before disappearing into the murky water. Her
legs tremble as she eased herself out of her shell.

"Great Spirit of the
Water. Please help me find my family."
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A party of tiny feet paddles
behind a pair of much bigger ones high above.

"Wait for me."
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The ducklings float
alongside, rubbing their yellow feathers against her shell. They bobble under
water for insects; Hatchling does the same.
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A loud whack on top of her
shell propels Hatchling under water. She bobs
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