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Prologue
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“I hope you don’t mind me intruding, but my friend can’t seem to take his eyes off you. I was wondering if you would mind if I introduced him to you?”

“I’d rather just be introduced to you, who was brave enough to come over and talk to me directly.” 

Justin looked over at his friend, shrugged his shoulders, then reached out his hand. “ I’m Justin. Would you mind if I joined you this beautiful evening?” 

Andrea grasped his hand, smiled, and nodded to the open chair. “ I’m Andrea. I’d be honored to have the company.” 

“ I know this is going to sound like a line, but this my first time here. Do you come here often?” Justin smiled at here, hoping he didn’t come across as corny as that line sounded in the movies. 

“ I do actually. It’s my favorite place to eat out. The food here is amazing!” Andrea smiled, just feeling that’s why he asked her that. “I’m glad you didn’t ask me that when you first came up to me, as it does get used as an opening line in the movies. I wish they’d come up with something else, as that’s been overdone.” 

“ I couldn’t agree more.” Justin smiled, thinking this is my kind of woman. “ Have you ordered yet? I’m rather hungry, and would love to buy you dinner as well.” 

“ I just ordered my drink, and was waiting for the waiter to come back. It’s fairly busy in here tonight. I usually get here a little earlier, and miss the dinner rush. I’m glad I had a meeting at work, so I didn’t miss this.” Andrea knew she could get used to having him sitting with her. There was just something about him that was both calming and exciting. A feeling that she’d never had one person cause at the same time. She was beyond curious to figure out if it was going to always feel that way, or if it was just because they just met. 

“ Oh, good, I have to eat, and it would be awkward to sit here eating by myself.” Justin started looking at the menu she had sat in the middle of the table. “ By the way I’m thanking God you had a meeting tonight as well.” Then he looked up smiled at her.

The conversation flowed so smoothly the rest of the night. The had a lot in common, yet  different in ways that worked. Before they realized it, the restaurant was closing. Neither wanted to say goodnight just yet, but they knew it was getting late. They made plans for the next night, when they wouldn’t have to be up early the next morning for work. 

Justin had a text on his phone when he got to his vehicle. His friend, Greg, which is who Justin was supposed to introduce to Andrea. Greg nodded at Justin before he left, so Justin knew he wasn’t mad, but he did need to apologize and explain. The text wasn’t angry, instead, it simply said, “ Call me tonight. I want to hear all about it. You both looked happy.”

Justin called him after he saw Andrea drive away. He didn’t want to wait until he got home, as it was already pretty late. “ Hey, hope it’s not too late to call.” 

“ It’s all good. Now, what the heck, I send you in to test the waters, and you ended up not coming back. Must have been an interesting couple of exchanges.” Greg was smiling, as he was actually hoping that would happen. She was pretty and all, but Greg saw Justin and the way he was looking at her. Greg knew he’d need a push to actually approach her on his own. 

“ I just asked if I could introduce you to her, and she said she’d rather just be introduced to me. Considering I was the brave enough one to come up to her. I’m sorry buddy. I shouldn’t have sat down, but when she said that, I was hooked.” Justin knew Greg wasn’t mad, but an apology was still the right thing to do. 

“ Wow! I wasn’t expecting that when I sent you over there, but it worked out even better than I’d hoped.” Greg started laughing. 

“ What do you mean?” Justin had a feeling he’d been set up. Not that he would complain, as he was excited to get to learn more about Andrea, and to see where things led.

“ I saw you looking at her. I just knew you wouldn’t go over and introduce yourself without a little nudge. I was hoping she’d agree and we could all sit together and you’d get to talk to her. I wouldn’t have tried to move in on her, with the way you were looking at her. Did you think that I didn’t notice? You should know better than that.” 

“ You played me....” Justin let it hang in the air for a moment before saying more. “ Thank you! I owe you one. She is amazing. We closed the restaurant, and will be getting together tomorrow.” 

“ I’m happy for you. It looked like you were hitting it off really well. I was surprised you even noticed when I was leaving. I didn’t want to come over, and interrupt. Well, what’s her name?”

“ Andrea. You could have come over, I’m sure she wouldn’t have minded. She seems to have such an open and big heart. She did ask if you’d be mad, and if you would be, she’d be willing to speak to you, and try to smooth things over. She’s going to laugh when she finds out you played me.” 

“ Are you sure you should tell her? Would she feel like she was the one played, and be upset about it?” Greg didn’t want to cause them to stop seeing each other, because of his part.

“ Absolutely, I’m going to tell her. I’m quite sure she’ll laugh, and think you’re clever. Besides, I’m not going to start a relationship withholding things. It’s not like I knew what you were up to, and had played her. Trying to hide it would look like that, more than just telling her the truth from the start.” Justin wasn’t worried she’d be upset. Instead he felt like she’d laugh and pick on him about it. She seemed to have a funny sense of humor. Either way, he wasn’t going to risk a problem down the road. 

“ That’s wonderful! I’m glad to hear that. Wouldn’t want my hard work to be for nothing.” Greg laughed. “ Not that it was really hard to get you to go up to her. That should have been your clue dude. And in what world would I need you to go up to a woman for me?” 

Justin was laughing now. “ I guess, I just really wanted to talk to her, that it didn’t even dawn on me, but yup, it should have. “ 

“ All right, I should get to bed now. Keep me posted. I’m looking forward to seeing how my match making works out.” Greg laughed. 

“ Will, do mister match maker.” Justin was laughing as well. “ Talk to you soon.” 

Justin couldn’t help but to laugh more after he hung up. He couldn’t believe he was that gullible. He wasn’t usually that way, but tonight he was so excited to have an excuse to go talk to her, it didn’t even register he was being played. It also explained why Greg was smiling when he sat down with Andrea, instead of looking confused. Justin couldn’t wait for tomorrow’s date. 

The next night Justin did tell Andrea about Greg setting them up, and she did laugh a lot actually. She did pick on him about maybe she shouldn’t have offer him to sit down, as he wasn’t as brave as she thought. 

Then she suggested they play a little game with Greg, and tell him that once she heard that, she said she’s interested in meeting him instead. That she wanted to meet the brave man. 

Justin loved the idea. So they set up their little game, and was going to have a lot of fun making Greg squirm. Justin called Greg right then, as it wouldn’t work if they didn’t do it right away. He put the phone on speaker, so Andrea could hear the conversation as well.

“ Hey, what are you doing right now?” Justin tried to sound somber. 

“ Nothing. Why, what’s up? Aren’t you on a date with Andrea?” Greg was worried that his set up backfired, as Justin didn’t sound very happy.

“ I was, and am still with her, but I told her what you did, and she wants to meet the real brave man, as that’s the reason she invited me to join her.” Justin was struggling to hold it together.

“ What?!? There’s no way I’d date her after that, so not going to happen! Is she insane to think I’d even be willing to date her after you two hit it off so well?” Greg wasn’t just disappointed that she reacted that way, but angry that she’d even consider doing that to Justin.

Neither Justin or Andrea could hold it in any longer, they both burst out laughing.

Greg wasn’t sure what was happening at first. Then it dawned on him. He couldn’t help but to laugh as too. “ Well, played you two. You had me going there for a minute.” 

“ Yeah, I could tell. Dude you were pissed. “ Justin laughed, yet was grateful for such a loyal friend.

“ I’m sorry, it was my idea, but it was too good of an opportunity to pass up.” Andrea confessed, though she could tell he took their joke very well, and wasn’t mad.

“ Oh, I don’t blame you. It was a very well executed plan. I’m glad you really didn’t react that way. I’ll let you two get back to your date now that you had a laugh at my expense.” Greg was smiling, knowing those two were great together.

“ Ok, we’ll talk soon.” Justin said.

“ One thing before we hang up. Thank you for sending him over.” Andrea said smiling at Justin.

“ You’re welcome. Have a great night you two.”

Starting their second date with a stunt like that made them realize they had a good thing going, and knew they’d both like to see each other even more.

The next couple of months went by so fast, as they spent every night talking, and saw each other a few times a week. It wasn’t until after they’d been seeing each other for a month before Andrea had him over to her place. 

After that night either she’d stay over at his apartment, or he’d stay over at her house the nights they got together after work. They’d somehow fallen completely in love with one another in such a short time. Yet, neither was willing to make any bigger steps together yet. 

Then Justin was given the work promotion he’d been working on for years. He didn’t want to turn it down, as it was exactly what he’d been working towards, since he started at this company. It was his dream career. The only thing was, he’d have to move to a different state to accept it. He asked his boss if he could have the weekend to think it over. His boss agreed, but if Justin was going to accept it, he’d have to move within two weeks, as they needed the position filled there as soon as possible. 

Justin wasn’t really sure how to bring this up to Andrea, or if they were even ready to talk about moving together, but he didn’t have time to wait. 

“ I need to talk to you about something important, that will affect us both.” Justin just decided to approach it straight forward, before they headed out to dinner. 

“ Sounds serious. Should we just order in tonight, so we can just have the privacy and time to talk?” Andrea wanted a moment to get her feelings under control, as his tone and words put a knot in her stomach. 

“ If that’s what you’d like to do, I’m good with it.” Justin gave her a reassuring smile. This wasn’t supposed to be a bad thing. It was his long time dream come true after all.

Andrea ordered them just a pizza. She figured this didn’t sound like a fancy, romantic kind of conversation they were going to have, so she just kept it basic and simple.

“ Ok, pizza is ordered. Lay it on me.” Was all she could manage to say, with the lump in her throat. She felt this wasn’t going to be good.

“ I was offered that promotion I told you I have been working towards for years.” Justin paused. “ But, I’d have to move out of state if I accept it.” 

“ What do you mean if? You have to accept it! You’ve worked hard for so many years, you’d regret not taking it.” Andrea knew that to be the truth, yet it broke her heart to say it, as she knew that meant they’d be breaking up. She wasn’t going to cry right now, as she was not going to be the reason he threw away his dream. She wasn’t going to make this any harder than it was going to be already. 

“ What about us? We’ve been getting along and really doing great for a few months now. Are you ready to move in with me, or even willing to move out of state?” Justin was trying to not hold his breath. He didn’t want this to be their end, but yet he knew it was probably way too soon for that. 

“ This is hard, but I don’t think we’re there yet. I have my dream career here, and my dream house. Even though things with us have been amazing, and I would have loved to see if we could make it to, that next step. I don’t think I’m ready to pick up and leave everything I’ve worked so hard to get.” Andrea hated saying it, but it was the truth.

“ I didn’t know that this promotion would require I move to another state. It’s just where the position opened up at. I could turn it down, and just wait for it to open up here.” Justin said, thinking out loud.

“ Absolutely not! I love you, and for that reason, I will not let you do that. It would destroy your career. You and I both know that an opportunity like this doesn’t come around very often, and if you turn it down, they may never give you another.” Andrea refused to let him throw it away, because of her. “ I don’t want to end this either, but we both know it’s the right thing to do. You’ve worked so hard, and if you reject it you could end up resenting me.” 

“ I don’t want to end this either. There’s a possibility that I could get another promotion here down the road.” Justin really just wanted to talk this through, as it was gutting him knowing if he took the promotion, he’d have to leave her. 

“ I know that, but let’s look at it logically. If you were the boss, and gave an unmarried young man this opportunity, and he turned it down, would he be the first person on your list when/if another position opened up?” Andrea hated the words, as she knew the answer, just as he did. 

“ You’re right. He wouldn’t be the first on my list, as he wouldn’t seem really interested in it, if he turned down the first chance he was given. I don’t have much of an option here, really. Do I?” 

“ No.” Andrea couldn’t say more at the moment, as she was fighting tears. 

Justin saw her emotions, and just wrapped him in his arms. “ I’m feeling it too.” 

At that Andrea wasn’t able to hold the tears back. He just held her a little bit more tightly. This was hard on them both, and he knew it would be. Yet she was right, he would be killing his career if he turned down this promotion. 

They just sat snuggled together until the pizza came. Neither wanting to talk about it any more just yet. They knew a goodbye was coming soon, and they just wanted to be together for a while longer, before they had to face it. 

After the pizza was delivered and they’d ate. They both looked at each other knowing they had to talk about things a little bit more. 

“ When will you need to be out there?” Andrea asked the question she knew they were both dreading.

“ In two weeks.” Justin didn’t say anything more.

“ That soon, huh...” It wasn’t a question, just voicing and accepting they didn’t have much time together at all. “ Can we just spend the rest of the night together, and worry about the rest tomorrow?” 

“ If that’s your wish, I will honor it.” Justin wasn’t ready to say goodbye either, even though they both knew it was going to come sooner than they wanted.

Andrea stood up, held out her hand, and when he took it, led him to the bedroom.

They both knew it was going to hurt to say goodbye, but they wanted to share at least one more night together. Leave each other with the best memories possible, before having to part ways.

The next morning they woke up and knew they had to face those final words. 

“ It’s time, isn’t it?” Andrea asked. She knew he’d have a lot to do within those two weeks, and spending more time together wouldn’t make it any easier.

“ I’m afraid so.” Justin said with a kiss to her forehead. 

“ Thank you for giving me last night.” Andrea tried to give him a smile.

“ Thank you for letting me.” Justin wasn’t willing to say goodbye to her there. “ I’ll make breakfast, before I have to go.” 

“ Sound’s good. I’m going to jump into the shower. I’ll be out in a bit.” Andrea really just needed a little time to allow the tears, so they could have a nice breakfast before he left.

Justin knew she had been crying when she joined him in the kitchen. It broke his heart, but he knew there was nothing he could do. She wouldn’t let him kill his career. He did offer last night after making love and they were cuddled together, before falling to sleep, but she again said she would not be the one to take his dream away from him.

Justin had made them a very lovely breakfast of pancakes, and bacon. Andrea’s favorite, which made her smile when she came into the kitchen. 

“ My favorites. Thank you.” 

“ My pleasure. Seemed like the best things to make, besides it’s the things you’re most likely to have stocked.” Justin winked at her.

“ Can’t argue with that. It’s true.” Andrea smiled even more. Wondering how they could be having such a meaningless conversation, yet beyond grateful for it.

Justin knew that they’d have to have a hard talk and an even harder goodbye, but right now they could just have a last wonderful breakfast together, and enjoy meaningless chatting. The hard stuff was coming. He decided when she was in the shower that once they got to that goodbye, he’d leave right after, and not drag it out any further. For both their sakes, it would be as clean as a break as they could make it. It wasn’t going to be easy by any means, but he was determined to not make it any harder on her.

They did up the dishes together after they finished eating. Then they walked to the living room. 

“ It’s time we finish that conversation now, isn’t it?” Justin looked at Andrea. He wanted to let her decide if she was ready or not.

Andrea wasn’t really ready, but she knew it was time. “ I guess. No sense in putting it off any longer. You’ll have so much you’ll need to do to be ready in two weeks.” 

“ Should we try to stay in touch?” Justin asked.

“ As much as I would love that, I think it might make it harder. Don’t you?” Andrea was going to try to be honest, and face this with as much grace as possible. 

“ I think it would too. Might be easier to just say goodbye, and make a clean break, so we don’t keep those emotions raw, and make it hurt even more. Even though I agree I’d love to keep in touch. I don’t know how much time I’m going to have at first learning a new position, and getting settled. So calling you a month later or however long it takes me, just doesn’t seem fair to you.” 

“ It wouldn’t be fair to you either. Stressing about trying to keep in touch with me, with all you’ll have on your plate.” Andrea gave him a small smile. She didn’t want to make this harder on him either. 

“ I guess this is it then.” Justin stood up, and opened his arms for one last embrace.

Andrea stood up and stepped into the embrace. She didn’t know how she was able to speak, as her heart was breaking more than she thought it should be after such a short time, but she was going to wish him the best. “ I will miss you, but I’m so happy for you, and proud of you! I hope you know that.” 

“ I will miss you too. And I do now.” Justin kissed her forehead. 

“ Show them what you’re made of out there.” Andrea said, as she couldn’t bring herself to say the words goodbye.

“ I will do my best.” Justin said as he let go, and walked out the front door. He wanted to look back one more time, but figured if he did, he might not be willing to leave. 

Andrea allowed herself to cry and feel the loss, even though she was very proud of him, and happy that he achieved his dream. She knew it would take her a long time to get over him.
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His hand slowly slid up her leg. Then he rested it on her hip, while he claimed her lips with the most passionate kiss she had ever known. Her heart was going faster than it ever had before. Her breath was coming in gasps. She ran her fingers across his powerful chest. All thought stopped. All she could focus on was how he was making her feel. She wanted to laugh and cry all at the same time. Feeling things she never realized even existed. 

The alarm clock went off.

Andrea reached over and shut it off. She started many mornings like this. She has the same dream often. Only this dream was a memory. It had been almost nine months ago.

The magical night that left her with more than a wonderful memory. She was almost nine months pregnant.

Andrea could not regret that night for two reasons. First she would not give up all the feelings making love to Justin had given her. And second she would never regret the amazing gift of having a child. His child. The only regret she had was that she still hadn’t told Justin about his child.

Justin had moved out of the state two weeks after the night they created a child. Andrea didn’t have a phone number to get a hold of him, but she did have his email address.

Andrea sat down to email him thousand times, but she never sent one email. Now she was running out of time. She had to tell him.

She didn’t think he’d come back to her. Justin had left to accept a great promotion at his company, and she didn’t want him to give it up. They thought they made a clean break, but fate had stepped in.

Andrea was feeling brave this morning, so she got up and turned on her computer. She would email him this morning before she would go to work. It was a short message:

Justin we need to talk call me at work or home. It’s important. Andy

She hit send. Then she got up to get ready for work.

Andrea worked as a receptionist at a major law firm. She wanted to get everything taken care of before she was off on maternity leave, which only gave her five more working days.

“ Good morning Andy. How are you feeling today?”

“ Hi, Jen. I’m doing good this morning. How about you?” Jen was not only her co-worker, but also her good friend. If it wasn’t for Jen, Andrea didn’t know how she would have managed when Justin left.

“ Good. Are we still on for tonight? No backing out on me. You won’t be able to go out with me in a little while. Then when we could go out again you’ll have your baby. This may be our last outing alone for quite some time.”

“ I’m not backing out on you. I am looking forward to it.”

“ Great.” That was all Jen was able to say before she had to leave to go to her own desk.

The day went quickly, but Andrea was tired by the end of the day. She was nervous every time the phone rang.

She knew it wasn’t going to be easy to tell Justin, but it had to be done. How he was going to react to the news worried her, but what bothered her more was that she knew he’d be mad at her for not telling him sooner.

They had talked about moving together, but both decided that it was too soon in their relationship to move in together. Andrea wasn’t ready to leave her family and career, and Justin didn’t know if the move was going to be permanent. So they both went separate ways. It was hard on both of them. They had agreed to make a clean break, because long distance relationships didn’t work well, nor did they know when they’d be able to get together. 

Jen walked up to Andrea’s desk. “ You ready to go?”

“ Yeah. Are we going to the normal spot?”

“ Of course. Where else would we go?”

“ Good. I’ll meet you there shortly. I just have to close up here.”

Jen nodded her head then headed to the elevator. 

Andrea walked into the restaurant and saw Jen right away. She was grateful that Jen was able to get a table right away.

“ That didn’t take you long Andy. I waited to order. You look tired honey. Baby keeping you up at night?”

“ No. It was just a stressful day. I emailed Justin this morning and asked him to call me, so I was nervous every time the phone rang. He’s going to be mad at me. I should have told him right after I found out.”

“ Why didn’t you? You never told me.”

The waiter came and took their order.

“ At first I had to deal with it. You know make plans; figure out what I was going to do. Then I just couldn’t find the courage to tell him. We didn’t plan on this. I was a coward.”

“ What do you think he’s going to do about it?”

“ Nothing. I’m not asking him to do anything, but if he wants to be part of her life I won’t try to stop him. It would be nice if he is part of her life, but honestly I don’t see how he can be. I live here and he lives there.” Andrea’s face told Jen that it was time to change the topic.

“ Are you going to watch the Fourth of July fireworks?”

“ No. I wasn’t planning on it. I figured on just taking the long weekend to finish up the nursery. I’m running out of time, you know.”

“ Want help? I can change my plans and give you a
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