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  A Welcome


  When you come to a ritual or a class, we often begin with a welcome, a way to bring people together to understand what they are about to experience and what they need to know about the culture of Reclaiming.


  Welcome. Welcome to this space and time. Welcome to a journey of Reclaiming Witchcraft.


  I first begin by honoring those who held the land I walk upon and rest upon, those who cultivated the land and honored it. I acknowledge that the land upon which I write is of the Wappo, Southern Pomo, and Graton Rancheria. These indigenous peoples are those who stewarded the land before and whose culture remains alive today.


  May the work of my magick in Reclaiming be an act of reciprocity and healing. May our continued acknowledgement of the land and its people of before, now, and tomorrow offer a blessing.


  As you read through this book, you will notice that it focuses on the history, the beliefs, the structures, the courses, and some of the key ideas of Reclaiming. While we are a living tradition that is often passed down orally in classes, this book strives to give some insights into the way Reclaiming groups and Witches often (not always!) practice.


  But this is not a book of magickal practice. And as you will learn, saying there is one practice for every Reclaiming Witch is unrealistic.



   
  Things to know about Reclaiming right now


  Our public rituals and classes are clean and sober. We seek to change our consciousness at will, so we need the fullness of our will at all times. This does not mean that all Reclaiming Witches are in recovery or are clean and sober. We strive to support our beloveds in recovery by making our rituals and classes free from intoxicants.


  We maintain confidentiality. We do not share stories or pictures of others unless we have their express permission to do so. Not everyone is out of the broom closet, nor do they want their information shared in public.


  We are an ecstatic and participatory tradition. We seek to have embodied magickal experiences that are not focused on a high priestess/priest model. While there might be ritual leaders, everyone is encouraged to participate at the level that feels good to them.


  We strive to make all events accessible. Our classes and rituals are sliding scale, meaning they are offered at a range of rates, based on ability to pay, without the need to provide proof of income. Many classes and camps offer scholarships or work trade opportunities. If there are any issues with physical access, we are eager to learn how we can help support as many people as possible, knowing there are budget/site limitations in some cases.


  We seek to remember that we are all doing our best. We can meet each other where we are, without trying to change or fix each other. But we still hold each other accountable for our actions - and their impact, no matter the intention.




  Welcome.



   

  Appendix A: Ritual Planning & Outline


  To help create ease in ritual planning, it can help to plan by following the elements that we invoke:


  CENTER - What is the transformation we seek to create in this ritual? What is the magick?


  AIR - What is the intention of the ritual? What is the story we will tell?


  FIRE - What is the energy of the ritual? What is the structure of the energy? What might be needed to create it?


  WATER - What are the emotions of this ritual? What is the flow? What is under the surface?


  EARTH - What logistics do we need to keep in mind? What props/supplies do we need? How will we get from that point to the other point?


  It can help to move through these steps, perhaps in an order that makes sense to your group, or perhaps in this order as a starting point.


  Here are some other ideas to help with brainstorming on your own or in a group:



	What are we doing? Why are we doing it?


	Talk about the moon and the energetic placement of the day; the sabbat.


	Intention creation: brainstorming; dropped and open; thinking about the holiday/date; deities; energy from a previous ritual that might be carried forward; what’s at stake?


	What will serve this work? How will we move toward fueling the energy for the intention?


	Do we need introspection? Group/partner work?


	How can we all move into the liminal space to make magick together?


	Assigning roles – how does each role serve the intention? Who will take on this role? One person? Multiple persons?


	What songs/chants/dance leader(s) do we need?


	Drumming and music - who can support this role? How many people do we need? Who will guide the energy and follow the intention of the ritual as well as align with the energy of the group as it emerges?


	What do we need to bring/make/do?




  BASIC RITUAL OUTLINE




	Intention



	 



	Cleansing



	 



	Grounding



	 



	Casting



	 



	Elements



	 



	Allies/Time/Archetypes



	 



	Ancestors/Descendants



	 



	Deity/Deities



	 



	Working (trance, meditation, stations, story, something else!)



	 



	Energy Building



	 



	Benediction



	 



	Food Blessing



	 



	Devocations



	 



	What to bring & do



	 



	Songs/Chants/Dance Leader(s)







   

  Appendix B: Resources


  Listed below are books with more information about Reclaiming Witchcraft magick and the practices taught in classes, the activism seen on the streets, etc.


  Diane Baker



	Circle Round: Raising Children in Goddess Traditions – with Anne Hill & Starhawk




  T. Thorn Coyle


 
	Evolutionary Witchcraft (advanced workings)


	Kissing the Limitless




  Luke Hauser



	Direct Action: An Historical Novel – activist back-story of Reclaiming (free download)


	Teen Earth Magic: An Empowerment Workbook (free download)




  Jane Meredith & Gede Parma



	Magic of the Iron Pentacle


	Elements of Magic – editors – plus many Reclaiming contributors!




  M. Macha NightMare



	Pagan Pride: Earth & Goddess


	The Pagan Book of Living & Dying – with Starhawk




  Jone Salomonsen



	Enchanted Feminism: Ritual, Gender, and Divinity among the Reclaiming Witches of San Francisco




  Starhawk



	The Spiral Dance: A Rebirth of the Ancient Religion of the Goddess


	Dreaming the Dark: Magic, Sex, & Politics


	Truth or Dare


	The Earth Path


	The Empowerment Manual: A Guide for Collaborative Groups


	The Twelve Wild Swans: A Journey to the Realm of Magic, Healing, and Action


	The Last Wild Witch


	The Fifth Sacred Thing


	Walking to Mercury


	City of Refuge


	Circle Round: Raising Children in Goddess Traditions – with Anne Hill & Diane Baker


	The Pagan Book of Living & Dying – with M. Macha NightMare




  Online Resources:


  www.Reclaiming.org


  www.ReclaimingQuarterly.org


  www.Starhawk.org


  www.Witchcamp.org
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   PAGANISM & SHAMANISM


  What is Paganism? A religion, a spirituality, an alternative belief system, nature worship? You can find support for all these definitions (and many more) in dictionaries, encyclopaedias, and text books of religion, but subscribe to any one and the truth will evade you. Above all Paganism is a creative pursuit, an encounter with reality, an exploration of meaning and an expression of the soul. Druids, Heathens, Wiccans and others, all contribute their insights and literary riches to the Pagan tradition. Moon Books invites you to begin or to deepen your own encounter, right here, right now.


  If you have enjoyed this book, why not tell other readers by posting a review on your preferred book site.



    Recent bestsellers from Moon Books are:


  Journey to the Dark Goddess


  How to Return to Your Soul


  Jane Meredith


  Discover the powerful secrets of the Dark Goddess and transform your depression, grief and pain into healing and integration.


  Paperback: 978-1-84694-677-6 ebook: 978-1-78099-223-5


  Shamanic Reiki


  Expanded Ways of Working with Universal Life Force Energy


  Llyn Roberts, Robert Levy


  Shamanism and Reiki are each powerful ways of healing; together, their power multiplies. Shamanic Reiki introduces techniques to help healers and Reiki practitioners tap ancient healing wisdom.


  Paperback: 978-1-84694-037-8 ebook: 978-1-84694-650-9


  Pagan Portals – The Awen Alone


  Walking the Path of the Solitary Druid


  Joanna van der Hoeven


  An introductory guide for the solitary Druid, The Awen Alone will accompany you as you explore, and seek out your own place within the natural world.


  Paperback: 978-1-78279-547-6 ebook: 978-1-78279-546-9


  A Kitchen Witch’s World of Magical Herbs & Plants


  Rachel Patterson


  A journey into the magical world of herbs and plants, filled with magical uses, folklore, history and practical magic. By popular writer, blogger and kitchen witch, Tansy Firedragon.


  Paperback: 978-1-78279-621-3 ebook: 978-1-78279-620-6


  Medicine for the Soul


  The Complete Book of Shamanic Healing


  Ross Heaven


  All you will ever need to know about shamanic healing and how to become your own shaman...


  Paperback: 978-1-78099-419-2 ebook: 978-1-78099-420-8


  Shaman Pathways – The Druid Shaman


  Exploring the Celtic Otherworld


  Danu Forest


  A practical guide to Celtic shamanism with exercises and techniques as well as traditional lore for exploring the Celtic Otherworld.


  Paperback: 978-1-78099-615-8 ebook: 978-1-78099-616-5


  Traditional Witchcraft for the Woods and Forests


  A Witch’s Guide to the Woodland with Guided Meditations and


  Pathworking


  Mélusine Draco


  A Witch’s guide to walking alone in the woods, with guided meditations and pathworking.


  Paperback: 978-1-84694-803-9 ebook: 978-1-84694-804-6


  Wild Earth, Wild Soul


  A Manual for an Ecstatic Culture


  Bill Pfeiffer


  Imagine a nature-based culture so alive and so connected, spreading like wildfire. This book is the first flame...


  Paperback: 978-1-78099-187-0 ebook: 978-1-78099-188-7


  Naming the Goddess


  Trevor Greenfield


  Naming the Goddess is written by over eighty adherents and scholars of Goddess and Goddess Spirituality.


  Paperback: 978-1-78279-476-9 ebook: 978-1-78279-475-2


  Shapeshifting into Higher Consciousness


  Heal and Transform Yourself and Our World with Ancient


  Shamanic and Modern Methods


  Llyn Roberts


  Ancient and modern methods that you can use every day to transform yourself and make a positive difference in the world.


  Paperback: 978-1-84694-843-5 ebook: 978-1-84694-844-2


  Readers of ebooks can buy or view any of these bestsellers by clicking on the live link in the title. Most titles are published in paperback and as an ebook. Paperbacks are available in traditional bookshops. Both print and ebook formats are available online.


  Find more titles and sign up to our readers’ newsletter at http://www.johnhuntpublishing.com/paganism


  Follow us on Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/MoonBooks and Twitter at https://twitter.com/MoonBooksJHP
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