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Introduction
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“The science fiction method is dissection and reconstruction. You look at the world around you, and you take it apart into all its components. Then you take some of those components, throw them away, and plug in different ones, start it up and see what happens. That's the method: restructure the world we live in in some way, then see what happens.”

― Frederik Pohl

“What happens when a story outlives its author?”

Marcus Trelawney has always pursued a singular dream: to craft one universal narrative—a story so vast and interconnected that it binds every soul on Earth. For decades, his work has grown and evolved, adapting to the shifting tides of human history. He vowed to dedicate his entire life to this vision.

But time has other plans. Stricken by a rare degenerative illness, Marcus watches his memory blur and his sight dim. The end of his mortal journey is inevitable.

Then comes Argeon Systems—a corporation wielding an AI unlike any other. Their promise is audacious: Marcus’s magnum opus can endure, even when he does not. Through their technology, his mind, his voice, and his story could transcend death itself.

Yet, as the boundaries between man and machine dissolve, one question lingers: Will the story remain his—or become something else entirely?
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Part I: Thread of Life, strings of despair


[image: ]


	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

Chapter 1: The Final Story
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“Today we live in a society in which spurious realities are manufactured by the media, by governments, by big corporations, by religious groups, political groups... So I ask, in my writing, What is real? Because unceasingly we are bombarded with pseudo-realities manufactured by very sophisticated people using very sophisticated electronic mechanisms. I do not distrust their motives; I distrust their power. They have a lot of it. And it is an astonishing power: that of creating whole universes, universes of the mind. I ought to know. I do the same thing.”

― Philip K. Dick

The problem with creative writing and being a writer who writes with passion, is that there is never an end in sight. The writer simply wants to write into infinity. There comes a time, when you feel that there is not enough time in the world to complete everything that needs to be done. There are the important tasks and the small insignificant ones. Like when are you going to complete reading all the books in your library, or when will you ever see all the movies that you have in your collection as DVDs or online streaming libraries?

Who will take care of all your written work, all the projects that you had started and hoped to finish sooner, yet never got down to completing them in time? Perhaps, as if by magic a young apprentice will appear and you get a great sponsor or patron, who will ensure that all your work projects are completed and every unpublished work will be taken to fruition. That miracle could happen or it may never happen in your lifetime.

Marcus Trelawney was a prolific writer and a bestselling author. He had authored over one hundred fiction and non-fiction books, in a variety of genres. Marcus had done a lot of research into the future and he considered himself a futurist. 

The bookshelves were dusty and almost every corner of his room, was filled with books on shelves and on the floor. There were paper, books, reference materials and several manuscripts in every corner of the room. It was sometimes impossible for the mechanical cleaner to clear every part of the room. There were times when it would just stop against a pile a books, struggling to break free, as it kept whirring away. 

Marcus, lost his wife four years ago. He had one daughter Justine who worked in China, as a researcher while doing a PhD. in genetic engineering. Justine had married Clive a young engineer and they had twin sons. Marcus was sixty-five years old. He was tired and weary over the last few months. He always felt that he was pushing himself too hard as a writer. As a writer and university professor, teaching English Literature and creative writing, he earned a substantial salary.

Marcus had a large project about bringing the stories of the world together into one singular storytelling experience for readers worldwide. This was a colossal personal project, called “Story Empire” and he needs more time, but he does not have any time left in this world.

Everything is connected and nothing happens without a reason. Marcus had done hundreds of interviews over the course of his career and he was featured in a large number of online and printed magazines. 

An email invitation came to the author to have an online interview for a podcast series based on writers, in the science fiction genre. The “Literary Eye” website was a popular one and it was wall known among literary groups. 

In his interview with the “Literary Eye” website, Marcus told the interviewer that he had a “Story Empire” project, which he needed to start and hopefully someone would take it up and move it forward.

“How many years have you been a writer?” asked Sheila, the young interviewer.

“I have been writing for the last five decades and I did start writing at a very young age”, said Marcus.

“Five decades, that is a long time.”

“What would be your advice to aspiring writers, if they want to take up writing as a future career?

“Write every day, get people to read your writing, feedback is important, publish your work and if possible, get a job in a publishing house.”

“Do you have any new projects, you could tell us about?

“I will be starting a personal project, called “Story Empire”, where I will collaborate with writers from around the world, to create one story, that will have threads to writers
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