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FIRST, LET ME SAY THAT I am well acquainted with both authors! They have been faithful to the Lord, in their call to the Ministry of pastoring churches, and moreover, faithfully true to adhere to sound doctrine, which the scriptures teach explicitly! Tragically, I have seen so many once faithful men betray the biblical precepts of scriptural preservation, and it’s infallible, verbatim truth! There are so many scriptures that  give us the prognostication to shield against the infiltration of carnality Into our churches through the vehicle of corrupt bibles, immodest apparel, and worldly music, which I can assure you that these two authors have never sanctioned! if you’re looking to reinforce your stand for the preservation of the Scriptures and opposition of worldliness corrupting your life and or your church, then I highly recommend reading this book!    

Corey Higdon
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Section One

The Three Legs of a Biblical Church

(Practice)

Jerry Jackson
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Doctrine is important in these last days. The apostle Paul exhorted Timothy to “give attendance...to doctrine (1 Timothy 4:13)” before the first century was complete. Judaism and Gnosticism were already making headway among many churches in the 1st century. Attention to doctrine is not less important in the 21st century. False doctrine is rampant, even among once-sound churches.

Attention to practice is as important as attention to doctrine in these last days. What we believe will be borne out in what we practice. In other words, if our practice does not reflect what we claim to believe, we do not believe as we claim.

Doctrine without practice is nothing more than words without substance. James put it best when he said, “But wilt thou know, O vain man, that faith without works is dead (James 2:20)?” If we claim to believe something we do not practice, that belief is dead. We are no longer living out our faith, but claiming something we no longer believe, or never did believe.

If a New Testament church claims to believe something it no longer practices, that church has entered the realm of hypocrisy. It may not recognize the slip into hypocrisy, but you can be sure the carnal believer and lost soul have noticed the change. The carnal believer will feel comfortable with the hypocritical church because a statement of faith tucked away in the pastor’s bookshelf or on an unvisited page of the church website won’t ruffle feathers. It’s when the church practices what it preaches that carnal Christians get upset. The lost soul will mock the hypocrisy of this sort of church, feeling no conviction from the Holy Spirit. This is the sad result of claiming good doctrine without living good doctrine.

There are three basic areas of practice that manifest a church straying from good doctrine. When one of these three areas slip, the other two areas tend to be close behind. It is like a three-legged stool. If one leg has been broken or removed, there is no stability in that stool. When all three areas are no longer practiced, that congregation is in danger of finding itself a New Testament church no longer.

The first of these legs is The Manuscript, by which I mean the written, inspired, preserved Word of God in the English language. Without doubt, there is great controversy on this subject, yet it is clear to the objective observer that churches are spiritually stronger when they hold to The Manuscript.

The second of these legs is The Music. Music is a powerful tool for the Lord or for the devil. When New Testament churches attempt to mix the music that praises the Lord with the music the devil promotes, the results are disturbing.

The third of these legs is The Modesty. New Testament churches used to preach and practice modesty in the church meeting house and in the home. Today, many churches promote immodest dress, speech, and thought on the “stage” of the church. Thank God for those churches who still hold firm to the truth of modesty, as taught in the Scripture.

Please, prayerfully consider these things to protect yourself and your church from losing one or more of these three practical legs that hold it in place.
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It should come as no surprise that the one of these three essential legs to consider, in both a doctrinal and practical viewpoint, is the Word of God. The Word of God was among the first things attacked by Satan in the Garden, and it will be among the first things attacked in every New Testament church.

THE PRECEPT

We find the precept of the importance of the Manuscript in 2 Timothy 3:15-17.

2 Timothy 3:15-17 (KJV)

And that from a child thou hast known the holy scriptures, which are able to make thee wise unto salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus. 

All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: 

That the man of God may be perfect, throughly furnished unto all good works.

This precept holds two essential truths that must be understood: 1) the inspiration of the Scripture and 2) the preservation of the Scripture. If a church believes every word of the Bible has come from the mouth of God, there will be a marked awe and respect for the Word. If a church believes every word of the Bible has been preserved by God from the moment of its original writing until today, even through time and translation, there will be a marked difference in the decisions and direction of that church.

When the precept of the inspiration and preservation of the Scripture is understood, salvation is clearly proclaimed and men are prepared for the Master’s service. When the precept is not fully understood, the proclamation of salvation gets a little foggy and men aren’t fully prepared for the work of the ministry.

THE PRACTICE

Many churches claim to believe in the inspiration and preservation of the Scripture, but their practice has wandered away from that stand. These practices are not all out in left field. Some of these practices are promoted by good, well-meaning men of God, but they are leading to dangerous practice that will result in a tragic fall. Let’s consider how this plays out.

Dumbing Down the Bible for the Youth

An independent, fundamental Baptist church in the southern US has historically stood for the inspiration and preservation of the Scripture. The problem arose with the youth ministry, as it often does. Some well-meaning individual made the decision to use the New King James Version for teaching the children and youth, because it would be “more understandable.” Their idea was that these young people would transition to the King James Bible when they grew up and were involved in the adult classes. The problem here is two-fold: 1) they have denied the teaching of the inspiration and preservation of the Scripture, and 2) they have spent years teaching their youth it doesn’t matter what Bible they use, as long as they “understand” it. They have started down a road from which there is usually no return. Only time will tell how long that church will continue to call themselves a “King James Bible preaching church.”

Dumbing Down the Bible for the Congregation

The pastor of an independent, fundamental Baptist church in the southeastern US reads the King James Bible from the pulpit but began inserting modern words to replace words he deemed “archaic.” At a funeral, I listened to the pastor begin quoting the first three verses of the 23rd Psalm in this way: 

The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want. He makes me to lie down in green pastures: he leads me beside the still waters. He restores my soul: he leads me in the paths of righteousness for his name's sake. [underlining added to show changes made in his reading]”

As Bible verses were put up on the screen in this church, I noticed the verses were changed to follow his reading. When asked about this practice, he stated he was making the changes to make the Bible “more understandable” to those in his church. I’m sure many in his church had no idea of these changes because they read off the screen, without checking their Bibles to confirm the reading. I’m also sure that this will make a transition to another Bible translation easy, because the people are used to the “dumbed-down” Bible their pastor reads from.

Dumbing Down the Bible for Practical Use

The prison ministry of an independent, fundamental Baptist church in Canada gives away Bibles to the inmates. That is a wonderful thing to do, and can be a great blessing to promote spiritual growth among new converts. The director of this ministry provides KJVer (King James Version easy reader) Bibles to the inmates, believing it is exactly the same as the King James Bible. Proponents of this translation claim it is the text of the King James Bible with a few updated words to make it “more understandable.” The truth is, like the New King James Version, the KJVer serves as a “gateway” translation — a translation that will lead deeper and deeper into the translation trap and farther away from the soundness of the King James Bible.

Dumbing Down the Bible for Preaching

Independent, fundamental Baptist pulpits across our country and around the world are filled with men who will read their text from the King James Bible, and spend the next hour preaching a message that may contain Bible truth, but does not illuminate the text. It is a matter of “the tail wagging the dog.” The worst example of this that was shared with me by a pastor friend about a preacher who read his text from Isaiah 6:1. 

In the year that king Uzziah died I saw also the Lord sitting upon a throne, high and lifted up, and his train filled the temple.

After reading this text, the man preached a message entitled, The Last Train to Glory. What he preached might have been Biblical, but had nothing to do with the Scripture he read as his text. This sort of misuse of the Scripture
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