
[image: Image 1]

ANDRÉ GERAQUE KIFFER

Art of War of


Napoleon Bonaparte

Author's Edition


Rio de Janeiro

2021

--- Kiffer, André Geraque. 

Art of War of Napoleon Bonaparte. André Geraque Kiffer. 

Author’s Edition, Rio de Janeiro, 2021. 

Bibliography: 177 p. 63 im. 21 cm.. 

1. History. 2. Art of War. 3. Science of War.   4. War Games I. 

Author. II. Title. 

ISBN 978-65-00-33723-5 

PROLOGUE

In my Military History study project, so far, I rely on a   summary   of   the   historical   fact,   analyze   and highlight   the   decisive   factors   before   simulating alternative   “what   if…”   hypotheses   by   means   of   a board  game.   In  the   simulation,   all  possibilities  for the purpose of the study are completed when the past is analyzed based on the theory of the present and   projected   for   similar   situations   in   the   future. 

Since 2010, I have published the following series of simulations: “I. Historical Simulation of the Wars of the First Empires”; “II. Historical Simulation of the Wars in Classical Greece”; “III. Historical Simulation of the Roman Wars”; "IV. Historical Simulation of the Wars in the Medieval Age”; “V. Historical Simulation of the Wars in the Modern Age (1453 to 1774)”; "VI. 

Historical   Simulation   of   the   Wars   in   the   Age   of Revolutions   (1775   to   1860)”;   “VII.   Historical Simulation of the Wars in the Industrial Age (1861 to 1913)”; “VIII. Historical Simulation of the First World War”; “IX. Historical Simulation of the Second World

War”;   “X.   Historical   Simulation   of   the   Cold   War (1917 to 1991)”; and “XI. Historical Simulation of the Contemporary   Wars   (1991-)”.   Based   on   this comprehensive view of Military History since 1560

BC, with the study of wars, campaigns and battles for   more   than   three   mil ennia,   I   understand   that there is an Art of War “B.N.” and a “A.N.” (“Before and After Napoleon.”). He never wrote a book about his ideas, but rather reflected them in his actions. 

He   became,   through   his   avid   readings   of   military history, a master of the Art of War up to his time; and   for   his   campaigning   practices,   he   earned   a doctorate   in   that   art.   In   the   end,   his   defeat   was caused mainly because Europe was not yet ripe for his project  of a “European Union” with  republican principles. 
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CHAPTER 1

NAPOLEON AND HIS GREAT CAPTAINS OF


HISTORY

Napoleon I of France1. Napoleon Bonaparte, born on August 15, 1769, in Ajaccio, Corsica, and died on May 5, 1821, in the island of St. Helena, was a French soldier and statesman, first emperor of France from May 18, 1804, to May 6, 1814, and March   20   to   June   22,   1815,   under   the   name Napoleon I. 

The   second   son   of   Charles   Bonaparte   and Letizia   Ramolino,   Napoleon   Bonaparte   became   a general in the armies of the First French Republic in 1793,   where   he   was   notably   commander   of   the army of Italy and later of the army of the Orient. 

1

CHANDLER, David. Napoleon. Barnsley, UK: Pen & Sword Books Ltd, 2002. 
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In 1799, by the 18th of Brumaire Coup d'État, he was the first consul - for life from August 2, 1802, until   May   18,   1804,   when   the   Empire   was proclaimed by a senatorial consultation, fol owed by a   plebiscite.   He   is   crowned   Emperor   in   the Cathedral of Notre-Dame de Paris on December 2, 1804. 

Im 1: His favorite subjects, Mathematics and History. 

Napoleon   permanently   reformed   the   French state,   restoring   its   authority   and   primacy.   France underwent   major   reforms,   which  makes  Napoleon one   of   the   greatest   founders   of   contemporary French institutions. 

[image: Image 3]

In   this   sense,   the   Napoleonic   codifications, including the Civil Code of 1804, made it possible to strengthen individual freedoms and the equality of citizens   before   the   law,   synthesizing   the revolutionary gains. 

Im 2: In the office with his maps. 

The French administration is reorganized, with the   creation   of   prefects   in   the   departments. 

Likewise,   a   new   currency   emerges,   the   “franc”, while   the   Banque   de   France   is   established.   The Council   of   State   is   also   created,   as   well   as   the secondary schools, the Liceus. 
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As   head   of   state   and   commander-in-chief Napoleon won the coalitions founded and financed by   the  Kingdom   of   Great   Britain   and   which,   from 1792,   united   the   European   monarchies   against France and its regime born of the Revolution. He led French armies from Italy to the Nile and from Austria to Prussia and Russia. 

Im 3: In campaign2. 

Napoleon   took   French   territory   to   its   ful est extent   in   Europe,   with   134   departments   in   1812, making   Rome,   Hamburg,   Barcelona   and Amsterdam the main French cities, as well as Paris of course. 

In   his   military   career,   Napoleon   Bonaparte   is considered   a   genius   and   one   of   the   best 2

Scenery at Les Invalides, Paris. Author's visit record. 

commanders   in   history.   His   wars   and   campaigns are studied in military schools around the world. He fought in 78 battles; he was victorious in 69, from Toulon in 1793 to Ligny in 1815; was defeated in eight, from the Second Bassano in 1796, passing by one in 1799, one in 1809, one in 1812, one in 1813, two in 1814, to Waterloo in 1815; and one ended in an   impasse,   Arcis-sur-Aube   in   1814;   he   is considered   the   most   successful   military   leader   in history. 

Below, I present some of the biographical data of the great captains of history, in the opinion of the greatest of them al , Napoleon Bonaparte. 

Cyrus   II   of   Persia3  (ancient   Persian: 𐎤𐎢𐎽𐎢𐏁; new Persian:  شوروک; Latin: Kūroš; c. 

600 - 530 BC), known as Cyrus the Great, he was the   founder   of   the  Achaemenid   Empire,   the   first Persian empire. 

Cyrus’  achievements   throughout   antiquity   are reflected   in   the   way   he   is   remembered   today. 

3

KUHRT, Amélie. The Persian Empire: A Corpus of Sources from   the  Achaemenid   Period.  Abingdom,   UK:   Routledge, 2013. 
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Iranians regard him as “The Father”, the same title that had been used during Cyrus’ own time by the many nations he conquered. 

Im 4: Cyrus. 

Cyrus   distinguished   himself   as   both   a statesman and a soldier. Due in part to the political infrastructure  he  created,   the Achaemenid  Empire lasted long after his death. 

The rise of Persia under Cyrus had a profound impact   on   the   course   of   world   history.   Iranian philosophy, literature and religion played dominant roles in world events of the next mil ennium. Despite the   Islamic   conquest   of   Persia   in   the   seventh century by the Islamic caliphate, Persia continued to

exert enormous influence in the Middle East. Many of   the   Iranian   dynasties   that   followed   the Achaemenid   Empire   and   its   kings   claimed   to continue the lineage begun by Cyrus. 

Alexander the Great was an admirer of Cyrus the   Great   from   an   early   age   reading   Xenophon’s

“Cyropedia”,   which   described   Cyrus’   heroism   in battle   and   his   abilities   as   a   king   and   lawgiver. 

During   his   visit   to   Pasargada,   he   ordered   the decoration of the interior of the sepulchral chamber of Cyrus’ tomb. 

Alexander the Great of  Macedonia4  (Greek: Αλέξανδρος, Aléxandros; July 20/21, 356 BC - June 10/11,   323   BC),   known   as  Alexander   the   Great. 

Born in Pel a in Ancient Greece. He succeeded his father, Philip II, to the throne at age 20, and spent most   of   his   reign   conducting   a   long   military campaign   across   western   Asia   and   northeastern Africa. 

4

XENOPHON,  Arrian  of  Nicomedia;  de Sélincourt, Aubrey (ed.). Anabasis Alexandri (The Campaigns of Alexander). 

London: Penguin Books, 1976. 
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At   age   thirty,   he   created   one   of   the   greatest empires   in   history,   stretching   from   Greece   to northwestern India. He is widely regarded as one of the most successful military commanders in history. 

Im 5: Alexander. 

Alexander's   legacy   extended   beyond   his military conquests. His campaigns greatly increased contacts   and   trade   between   East   and   West,   and vast areas to the east were significantly exposed to Greek civilization and influence. 

Some   of   the   cities   he   founded   have   become major cultural centers, many surviving into the 21st century.   His   chroniclers   recorded   valuable information   about   the   areas   he   marched   through, 

while   the   Greeks   themselves   had   a   sense   of belonging to a world beyond the Mediterranean. 

Alexander  never  lost a  battle,  though he  was usual y outnumbered. This was due to bold strategy, proper   use   of   terrain,   innovative   tactics   with   the phalanx   and   cavalry,   and   the   fierce   loyalty   of   his troops. 

He   also   recognized   the   potential   for   disunity among his diverse army, with varied languages and weapons.   He   got   over   it   by   being   personally involved   in   battles.   When   faced   with   opponents using   unknown   fighting   techniques,   as   in   Central Asia and India, Alexander adapted his forces to the style of his opponents. 

Gaius   Julius   Caesar5  (Latin:   [ˈɡaːiʊs   ˈjuːliʊs ˈkae̯sar]; July 12, 100 BC – March 15, 44 BC) was a Roman general and statesman who played a critical role in the events leading up to the fal  of the Roman Republic and the rise of the Roman Empire. 

Julius Caesar is seen as the prime example of

“Cesarism”,   a   form   of   politics   led   by   a   man   with 5

FULLER, J. F. C.. Julius Caesar: Man, Soldier, and Tyrant. 

New Brunswick, NJ: Rutgers University Press, 1965. 
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strong charisma whose government is based on a cult of personality and whose logic is the need to rule by force, establishing a violent social order and being a regime that involves highlighting the military in governance. 

Im 6: Caesar. 

Other   political   leaders   in   history,   such   as   the French Napoleon Bonaparte and the Italian Benito Mussolini,   defined   themselves   as   Caesarians. 

Bonaparte   focused   not   only   on   Caesar's   military career, but also on his relationship with the masses, a predecessor of populism. 

In   60   BC,   Caesar,   Crassus,   and   Pompey formed   the   First   Triumvirate,   an   alliance   that

dominated Roman politics for several years. Their attempts to accumulate power as “Populars” were fought by the “Optimates” within the Roman Senate, among   them   Cato   the  Younger,   with   the   frequent support of Cicero. 

Caesar   became   one   of   the   most   powerful politicians in the Roman Republic through a series of   military   victories   in   the   Gallic   Wars,   completed around   51   BC,   which   greatly   extended   Roman territory. During this time, he invaded the island of Great   Britain   and   built   a   bridge   over   the   River Rhine. These achievements and the support of his veteran army threatened to eclipse the position of Pompey, who had realigned himself with the Senate after Crassus' death in 53 BC. 

With   the   conclusion   of   the   Gallic   Wars,   the Senate   ordered   Caesar   to   renounce   military command   and   return   to   Rome.   Leaving   his command in Gaul would mean losing his immunity to   criminal   prosecution   by   his   enemies;   knowing this, Caesar openly challenged the authority of the Senate by crossing the Rubicon River and marching

towards Rome at the head of his army. This started Caesar’s Civil War, which he won, leaving him in a position of almost indisputable power and influence. 

Henri   de   La   Tour   d'Auvergne,   Viscount   of Turenne6  (September   11,   1611   -   July   27,   1675), one of the six marshals of monarchical France. The most   distinguished   member   of   the   La   Tour d'Auvergne   family,   his   military   exploits   throughout his   five-decade   career   have   earned   him   the reputation   of   one   of   the   greatest   military commanders in modern history. 

Even   the   extremist   revolutionaries   of   1793

respected   him,   and   although   they   exhumed   and buried   the   bodies   of   monarchs   in   a   mass   grave, they preserved Turenne’s remains in the Jardin des Plantes until September 22, 1800, when Napoleon removed   them   to   the   church   of   Les   Invalides   in Paris, where they still rest. 

Turenne's genius best represents the art of war in the 17th century. For small, expensive, and highly trained regular armies and for dynastic warfare of 6

HOZIER,   Henry   Montague.   Turenne.   London:   Chapman and Hal , 1885. 
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the   time   of   Louis   XIV,   he   functioned   as   an   ideal military leader. 

Im 7: Turenne7. 

In his personal character, Turenne showed the nature of a simple and honorable soldier, gifted with great tact. He spent his life with the troops; he
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