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IT WASN’T OFTEN THAT Tabitha insisted on a lunchtime call, but after dealing with petty coworkers and needy clients, Chelsea was in dire need of some stress relief from her bestie. There was a new play she was dying to see. Now that she was on her break, Chelsea vented her frustrations from earlier that day, calling her annoying client some amazingly creative names that nearly had Tabitha choke on her lunch. Within the first fifteen minutes of her lunch break, Chelsea’s tension had eased, letting the conversation veer off into unexpected territory.

“I’m telling you this thing is miraculous. Whisper quiet, waterproof, and I can charge it in the case if I take it on a trip.” Tabitha had sent a link to her new toy and insisted she take a look. It had a chic design, boasted about how quiet it was, and when Chelsea read the description, she was more baffled at the logistics of something so small having thumping, sucking, and vibrating action. “And the store is closing! You can get one super cheap!”

"Why would I need to do that?" Chelsea clicked through her emails on her laptop with her phone propped up on her empty coffee mug on her desk. "I get plenty of dick. No need to use any toys."

"You don't have to use toys." She could hear Tabitha rolling her eyes even though the whole subject came up because she was singing the praises of the new toy she'd just bought. “It’s just fun to experiment sometimes. Switch things up, you know?”

“I’ve never used them.” Leaving the mouse alone - it was her lunch break, and they could wait - Chelsea reached for her meal container to pick at the last bits of the sandwich she’d packed that morning. “I don’t think I’ve even touched myself.”

“Wait, never?” Tabitha’s genuine shock made Chelsea look at the phone, her mouth hanging open inches away from her meal. “What do you do if you can’t get laid?”

“Nothing?” She took a bite and tried not to snicker at her friend’s gasp.

“No matter how bad you want it?”

“I just never thought to do it.” Some of her partners had her touch herself while they fucked, but that was clearly not what Tabitha was talking about. “I mean, it dies down eventually, or I just go to sleep.”

"Okay, I won’t pressure you or anything, but it’s worth it to give it a shot. The toys are just for fun! Without them, once you learn how to pleasure yourself, you can tell your partners. Total game changer."

Chelsea couldn't believe she was considering this, but also couldn't believe it had never even occurred to her to try. She was far from a prude; open to most things to try at least once, unless it involved some of the more out there kinks she'd researched. People put some wild things in their dating profiles, and the internet has been a lifesaver in some cases and an eye-opener in others. "I'll look into it."

"Don't research it to death like you normally do."

"I'm a lab tech. It's what I do." They laughed and moved on to other topics before making plans to see a play over the weekend.

-
[image: ]


KNOWING THAT SHE WOULD likely get up to that evening, Chelsea had trouble focusing on her night out with Tabitha. The parts of the play that managed to stick in her memory were pretty good, and dinner had plenty of hilarious conversation and wine to keep her mind from endlessly circling. Luckily for her, Tabitha could read her like a book and kept the alcohol and water flowing in a healthy balance. Feeling buzzed when her ride share dropped her off, Chelsea enjoyed a long bath, soothing her sore feet after a night out in heels. After a nice soak and a deep moisturizing treatment, she threw on her softest, oversized t-shirt and curled up under her soft covers. The play was hilarious, dinner and drinks were delicious and decadent, but in the quiet darkness of her apartment, Chelsea found her thoughts drifting to the conversation earlier this week. Alcohol left her skin buzzing, and it was too late to ask any of her buddies to make their way to her. She may get laid plenty, but part of keeping a nice set of clean, respectful friends with benefits was being respectful
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