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Introduction

Sociologists of religion reinforce what I have encountered in my own experience; that a considerable number of people seem to feel the need to share in some kind of spiritual experience, but have difficulty in doing this in the context of regular Christian or other institutional worship. Over the years, I have noticed new members joining my Christian congregations, often following the birth of a baby or a family bereavement.

Some have stayed and even become significantly active members of the congregation. Others have left after a few weeks, months or even years, either to join other congregations or to give up on organised Christian worship altogether.

This book is aimed at a wide range of people from teenage years upwards, both lay people and ordained members of the clergy who want to explore or re-examine the foundations of the Christian faith, whether they are exploring, sceptical or already committed regular worshippers at a Christian church of one kind or another.

Much Christian worship assumes dogma and includes teaching that just does not seem to make sense, and often includes assent to Creeds that even some regular worshippers find difficult to believe in and uncomfortable to recite.

How can finite beings like us expect or even dare to make definitive statements about the nature of and relationships within the infinite Godhead? Some of our teaching seems bland and more concerned with propping up the status quo rather than seeking truth.

Many Christian clergy and lay teachers seem unaware of the fruits of twentieth-century Christian Biblical and theological scholarship; some of us seem not to want to know, and even when we do know, many of us seem unwilling to share this knowledge with our congregations.

This book tries to make sense of Christian belief and practice by getting rid of much incorrect and irrelevant impedimenta or hindrances that get in the way of sharing in Christian worship and practice: Impedimenta such as belief in the inerrancy of the Bible regarding God’s historical dealings with mankind and his/her demands of us in terms of belief and behaviour in all kinds of ways.

Belief in the Atonement or the way it becomes possible for God to forgive us our sins is key to any understanding of Christian (or other faith) belief. Christian theologians over millennia have seemed unable to accept Jesus’ own explanation of how this wonderful fact of God’s great generosity comes about, simply expressed as it is in his parable of the prodigal son. Various theories of Atonement have been proposed and found wanting, in that they clearly have not made sense to many of us over the centuries.

The doctrine of the divinity of Jesus was based on a now discredited theory of Atonement, and subsequent theories of Atonement have then seemed to find it necessary to include this Christology in their explanations. Most theologians now accept that no individual existing theory of Atonement provides a satisfactory explanation but then go on to say that a mix of these theories is necessary to understand Atonement!

For example, writing in the Church Times circa 2016, Andrew Davison said that the subject of Atonement was too big to be explained by a single theory. The first chapter of this book addresses the problem. Trying to understand how Jesus is both fully human and still fully divine at the same time stretches human comprehension. The attitude of mainstream Christian theology seems to be that one is lacking sufficient faith/piety or intelligence if one is unable to accept current establishment teaching on both Atonement and the doctrine of the Trinity.

I can recall a fellow theological student telling me in the 1970s that he had a simple faith and that he did not worry about theological arguments. Hans Christian Andersen’s short tale of the Emperor’s New Clothes* comes to mind, and it is this that provides the book with its subtitle. It is not my intention to offend anyone. I was looking for an arresting subtitle, and the opportunity presented itself.

This book is an attempt at seeking truth: The truth about God and his dealings with us, as shown through Jesus’ life and teaching and our own experience of life, using our God-given gift of reason. I invite you and your friends to join me on this journey.


	This tale is about two weavers who promise an emperor a new suit of clothes that they say is invisible to those who are unfit for their positions, stupid or incompetent; while in reality, they make no clothes at all.
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