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To the people of Hillsong Church, our family,

and the longtime friends who have stood

by Bobbie and me through every season of life,

love, and leadership—we are forever grateful.

May the Lord bless you and keep you and

make his face shine upon you … the best

is yet to come!
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If you want to live, love, and lead like Jesus, then I invite you to an adventure of faith over the next 90 days. You can start wherever you are. It’s never too late, even if you’ve taken a few detours and encountered some dead ends along the way. Join me in following the greatest Guide who ever walked the path of life: Jesus. 

Living fully, loving completely, leading boldly—these are the hallmarks of Jesus’ time on earth. Jesus lived fully present in each moment every day. He gave his attention, his heart, and his energy to those who needed him even as he advanced God’s kingdom in the most dramatic way possible. He alone provides us with a model of a big, wide-open life fully lived.

We are all born with God-given potential to change the world around us. But too often we allow our circumstances, disappointments, and doubts to undermine what God wants to do in our lives. Over the next 90 days, if you’re willing to spend just a few minutes each day reading, reflecting, and praying through these pages, then you can grow in confidence that despite any setbacks, the path Jesus leads you on is filled with joy, peace, and purpose. 

You see, I’ve learned that it’s not always easy to find your way, but Jesus gave us good directions: “Enter by the narrow gate; for wide is the gate and broad is the way that leads to destruction, and there are many who go in by it. Because narrow is the gate and difficult is the way which leads to life, and there are few who find it” (Matt. 7:13–14). This verse has been my road map for most of my life, and I pray that within these pages you will find gathered wisdom and encouragement, often acquired through trial and error, to inspire you along your own path of living, loving, and leading.

We all desire to live a full life, an abundant life, a life over-flowing with purpose and passion. My journey is one of ministry and the Church. Yours may be vastly different. Whether you are in church leadership, business leadership, or—like most of us—involved in family and friendships that require our time and attention, these biblical truths remain consistent across circumstance, challenge, geography, time, or even belief.

Sometimes we have had to make hard decisions and take the road less traveled in order to maintain the purposes to which we felt called. Sometimes our feet may fail as we try to walk through the narrow gate. Especially if we make the passage harder than it needs to be, tighter and more confining. When we allow our fears and insecurities to blind us momentarily, we’re often tempted to make the gate narrower than God does. But don’t be disheartened. God will always lift us up and sustain us if we’re willing. He’s promised never to leave us or abandon us on our journey—he’s with us for the long haul.

As followers of Christ, we are called to follow in his footsteps, living a big life along a difficult path, journeying through the narrow gate toward a glorious future. God redeems us as his Spirit transforms us, making us more like Jesus each day. While rarely easy or predictable, this process brings more fulfillment to our lives than anything on earth.

Today, I invite you to journey with me and follow in Christ’s footsteps. My hope is that your life will be energized and transformed when you encounter his presence and open your heart to all he wants to pour in. My prayer is that you’ll find inspiration, hope, and encouragement to break free from all that is holding you back from the exciting, wide-open adventure of faith God has planned for you.

90 Days of Living, Loving, Leading is based on my book, Live, Love, Lead: Your Best Is Yet to Come! Each one of these inspirational readings include:


[image: Image Missing] Today’s Scripture—A Bible verse or passage that relates to the inspirational reading, giving it a biblical foundation and helping you to understand the truths presented. If you’re willing to meditate on these scriptures, you’ll be surprised how God will use them to speak to you, direct you, and refresh your spirit. 

[image: Image Missing] Today’s Inspirational Excerpt from Live, Love, Lead—A story, example, or principle that will motivate and inspire you to follow in Jesus’ footsteps and grow in your love and dependence on him. These truths are based on my own experience over my years of ministering at Hillsong Church, but more importantly, they’re based on God’s Word and his promises to us as his children. They will provide fuel for your journey of living, loving, and leading like Jesus. 

[image: Image Missing] Today’s Prayer—Sometimes it’s hard to know what or how to pray on your adventure of faith. So I’ve provided a basic prayer model to get you started in your conversation with God. Feel free to adapt them to your own life and daily situation, keeping them honest and from your heart. As we’re promised in scripture, the effective, fervent prayer of a child of God avails much. There is power in prayer!

[image: Image Missing] Today’s Reflection on Living, Loving, Leading—As you read each day’s inspirational message and prayerfully consider its importance in your own life, take time to journal on what God’s Spirit brings to your attention. Meditate on these things, as well as on the way Jesus demonstrates what it means to live fully, love whole-heartedly, and lead boldly. 



It is my firm belief that following Jesus is the only journey in life worth taking. After seeing the way God changes hearts, meets impossible needs, heals incurable diseases, and restores people, I am convinced beyond a doubt that God didn’t create us to live mediocre, settle-for-less lives. He sent his Son to die on the cross so that we could be forgiven and have eternal life, and not so we could sleepwalk through life as we wait for heaven. The Word of God shows us how to navigate the inevitable twists and turns, and bumps and bruises we may encounter. God has a unique purpose and plan for you—your life, love, and leadership journey was crafted in heaven long before the foundations of the earth.

Your spiritual adventure has already started—and your best is yet to come!

Believing the very best, 

Brian Houston
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Today’s Scripture

“For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the LORD, “plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.”

JEREMIAH 29:11 NIV

When following Jesus, be careful what you dream. Because you can rest assured that God will exceed the limits of your imagination if you’re committed to advancing his kingdom. No matter where you are in your life, no matter how many apparent setbacks you face, God’s best for you is yet to come. I know firsthand. 

If you had met me at age twenty, you would not have nominated me in the “most likely to lead a global ministry” category. Although I was blessed with a loving family—my mum and dad and four siblings—and had grown up active in the church, I felt very awkward as a teenager. I was tall and uncoordinated; I was not a great student and was easily distracted. As I began to follow in my father’s footsteps as a pastor and leader, I had to face the fear that so many people have of public speaking. The pressure of being a prominent preacher’s son (which no one put on me but myself) caused me to be nervous and insecure, and I blinked incessantly whenever I had to speak in front of people. I didn’t stutter, but my eyes did!

But I persevered, learning to relax and to rely on God, because I believed that leading was what God had called me to do. Deep down, I knew I was alive for a purpose bigger than I was, something more important than I could even understand or imagine as a young boy. I was determined that my frequent blinking and self-imposed anxiety would not prevent me from doing what I knew God wanted me to do. At an early age I awakened to the knowledge that God wanted me to serve him in ways that would make a positive difference in people’s lives. So gradually, as my faith grew I began to experience his unfolding revelation of what he put me on this earth to do—lead, serve, and equip the local church.

God is working in your life in the same way. He calls each of us to live, love, and lead with whole-hearted abandon to his power and guidance. Your dreams are divine seeds for growing into the person God created you to be. 
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Today’s Thought

Living, loving, and leading like Christ will expand your life, stretch your heart, and deepen your faith. 

Today’s Prayer

Dear God, I want to follow the example set by your Son, Jesus Christ—to live, love, and lead as he did during his time on earth. Thank you for your many blessings that have brought me to this moment where I am today on my adventure of faith. I know you can do so much more than I can ever do on my own, and I trust that you will use the dreams I have to stretch my faith, open my heart, and deepen my trust in you. Amen. 

Today’s Reflection on Living, Loving, Leading
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Today’s Scripture

Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to his power that is at work within us, to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, for ever and ever! Amen.

EPHESIANS 3:20–21 NIV

Living, loving, and leading like Jesus requires us to let go of our own expectations and embrace what God wants to do in our lives today, something I call living in the “faith lane.” Too many people try to reduce faith and miracles into quantities, and I don’t like trying to evaluate what God is doing by numbers alone. Faith can’t be measured in square feet, dollars, and attendance figures. In fact, we remind ourselves regularly that Hillsong Church isn’t about the crowd—it’s actually all about the one. Like the one cabdriver in Guatemala who, with tears in his eyes, told us about the impact of Hillsong music on his broken family. Or the woman in Uganda who discovered we were from Australia and said, “There are only two things I know about Australia: kangaroos and Hillsong!”

Again and again, God has shown me that regardless of the level of success or expansive vision that we have, it all comes back to the lives of individuals. His heart is all about people. So as a result, I honestly see ministry as being about so much more than just numbers. Whether it involves membership, church budgets, weekend attendance, or music sales, I endeavor to look beyond numbers and see transformed lives. The church is not a business or institution; the church is the Body of Christ, alive and attentive to the needs of all people.

It is my belief that most of the evidence of what God is doing goes largely unnoticed and unrecorded. The family reunited after a parent discovers the love of Jesus and completes parole. The divorced person feeling accepted and loved just as she is. The secret addict finding the courage to share his struggle within a community of encouraging believers. The hungry child fed. The lonely widow comforted. The orphan parented. The estranged reconciled. The lost found. Seeing the way God raises the poor from the dust and lifts the needy, seats them on the level of princes, heals the broken, and calls the sinners righteous leaves me with no doubt that following Jesus is the only way to live.

Living in the faith lane isn’t a paint-by-numbers picture. It colors outside the lines and sees with different eyes than the world does—eternal eyes with eternal perspective. It requires living by faith, day by day and step by step.
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Today’s Thought

Your Heavenly Father didn’t create you to live a life of mediocrity. He created you to live life in the faith lane. 

Today’s Prayer

Dear Heavenly Father, continue to show me the needs of the people around me, reminding me of your love for them. I never want to lose my focus on what you’re doing in the lives of individuals or become distracted by quantity over quality in my ministry. Thank you for calling me to live in the faith lane, following in the footsteps of Jesus rather than settling for a safe path of mediocrity. Amen. 

Today’s Reflection on Living, Loving, Leading
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Today’s Scripture

Then Peter got down out of the boat, walked on the water, and came toward Jesus. But when he saw the wind, he was afraid and, beginning to sink, cried out, “Lord, save me!”

MATTHEW 14:29–30 NIV

Living in the faith lane is not necessarily life in the fast lane. Instead of driving, maybe living in the faith lane is more like swimming. I’ve spent a great deal of my life near the water on the great beaches of Australia, swimming or simply enjoying a coffee at a beachside café. This sunburned country is the biggest island in the world, which means we have more coastline than anywhere else. My native New Zealand is composed of islands as well, and as a boy, there was nothing I loved more than being at the beach, floating in the cool water, finding relief from the summer heat.

But living in the faith lane is much more than just floating along, letting life’s current carry you wherever it wants. Living in the faith lane is about taking control of your future while still depending on Jesus for every step you take—even when that means walking on water. Too often, we tend to respond like Peter when we find ourselves in the midst of a storm. 

A scrappy fisherman by trade, Peter can’t believe his eyes when he and his fellow disciples look up and see someone treading the choppy waters toward them. Is it a ghost? Or could it really be their Master? 

Peter wants proof. “If it’s really you, Lord,” he shouts into the howling wind, “then tell me to come to you on the water!”

“Come!” Christ yells back.

And then it happens. Peter gets out of the boat and takes a step. 

He’s walking on water.

But then Peter notices the wind picking up again and he panics. Maybe he starts thinking, “I’m walking on water! Wait a minute—that’s impossible! Can’t be done!” 

Yes, walking on water is impossible—unless you have faith. The kind that Peter had for those moments as he simply obeyed the Lord’s command. The kind that he had before he started thinking about why he could not do what he was doing. The kind you have when you’re living in the faith lane.

What is it that’s ahead of you right now that feels impossible? What is the “middle of the storm, walk on water” task in front of you that feels immediately daunting and impossibly fearful? 
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Today’s Thought

At some point, we all need faith to step out of the boat and take that first step.

Today’s Prayer

Dear Jesus, I’m often frightened by the storms of life and don’t know where to turn. Remind me of your presence during those times and your ability to calm the tides churning around me. Help me to remember that you not only walked on water, but you also call me to follow you and do the same. What seems impossible to me is more than possible with you. Amen. 

Today’s Reflection on Living, Loving, Leading
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Today’s Scripture

Jesus replied, “What is impossible with man is possible with God.”

LUKE 18:27 NIV

So often we fail because we get stuck in our heads, tangled in our thoughts, mired in speculation and probability, grasping to make life work any way we can. We want to walk on water. But we insist on trying to do it under our own power. If we put our trust in something else—technology to control the weather, money for a bigger boat, or a life vest “just in case”—then maybe we can figure it out. But we can’t! The moment we think we can is when we take our eyes off Jesus—and that’s when we begin to sink!

If you want to live, love, and lead like Jesus, then there’s no other place to live but in the faith lane. To discover his plan for your life, you will need to step into the great unknown, risking everything you have. If you get out of the boat and follow the sound of his voice, you will take steps you never thought possible.

I’ve experienced this process of getting out of the boat time and time again as my wife, Bobbie, and I have pastored Hillsong Church. If you could see the little school hall where we first held church services before we moved to a vacant warehouse surrounded by fields on the northwest outskirts of Sydney, then you would marvel just as we do. If you could see me washing shopwindows to make ends meet or see Bobbie getting up early to help set up chairs for our service, then you would begin to grasp what God has done. 

All we had to do was continue to get out of the boat. If you want to live, love, and lead like Jesus, then there’s no other place to live but in the faith lane. To discover his plan for your life, you will need to step into the great unknown, risking everything you have. If you get out of the boat and follow the sound of his voice, you will take steps you never thought possible.

You will begin a mystery tour, an excursion to his unspecified destinations. You will come alive with the possibility of relying on God to do what seems impossible. You will find yourself challenged, stretched, and tried and tested. You may even walk on water.
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Today’s Thought

Life is a journey, a winding path filled with many unknowns. It’s only possible to navigate because of God’s power and grace.

Today’s Prayer

Dear Lord, I often try to make life work on my own efforts, attempting to control areas that frighten me and seem unmanageable. Thank you that you have already gone before me and blazed a trail, guiding me out of my comfort zone and into the abundant, wide-open, spacious life you came to bring. May I always remember that you have everything under control, even when it doesn’t feel that way. Amen. 

Today’s Reflection on Living, Loving, Leading
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Today’s Scripture

For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, not a result of works, so that no one may boast.

EPHESIANS 2:8–9 ESV

I love mornings at home in Sydney when I have ample time to get up and about. When I wake up on those days, it’s usually quite early, so I rummage around in the dark in a vain attempt not to wake Bobbie. I’m bleary-eyed and still half-asleep, but my routine is so familiar I don’t have to think about it. I find my Nike T-shirt, some basketball shorts, my running shoes, and my favorite old cap. While the other items might get commandeered by my wife for the laundry bin, it’s the same cap every day.

I go for a walk, maybe a slow jog, and end up reading the paper over coffee at my favorite beachside café. Then I think, plan, daydream, and pray about what’s ahead in my schedule. These slow, stay-at-home preparation mornings are my favorite, because I can stay in my favorite, most comfortable clothes.

You probably have your own special items that have become your favorites over the years: a pair of old jeans, a leather jacket, a concert T-shirt, or a first-date dress. Such pieces not only fit like a glove but they’re also very comfortable. You feel good wearing them.

Don’t you wish your life felt as comfortable as your favorite clothes? That you felt just as comfortable in your own skin as you do in your favorite pair of jeans? That your life expressed the alignment of who you are with who God made you to be?

I’m convinced that we all long for this kind of life. We see it displayed sometimes by individuals who discover their calling, embrace it fully, and then excel at levels off the chart. People living in this gracious rhythm that combines their passion, talents, abilities, and opportunities seem to stand out. We admire their achievements and are inspired by their contributions to others around them, the way they love living life and do it with seemingly effortless grace.

But you don’t have to sit on the sidelines and envy the lives of others. God created you for a specific purpose and calls you to discover the deeper satisfaction that comes from living, loving, and leading like Jesus. This is the joy of a wide-open, abundant life lived in the faith lane, stepping out and following our Savior. 
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Today’s Thought

When we’re aligned with our God-given abilities and purpose, we experience the same kind of effortless grace we see in those who excel around us—the kind of life that’s as comfortable as our favorite clothes.

Today’s Prayer

Dear God, I often make the life of faith harder than it has to be, trying to live up to the expectations of others or attempting to earn your favor. Thank you for your unconditional love, limitless grace, and infinite mercy. Allow me to experience the comfort of your presence throughout my day today, that relaxed, effortless feeling of trusting you. Amen. 

Today’s Reflection on Living, Loving, Leading
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Today’s Scripture

“My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.” Therefore I will boast all the more gladly of my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may rest upon me.

2 CORINTHIANS12:9 ESV

Recently, my wife Bobbie and I were driving along in the car, chatting about various matters, before lapsing into that comfortable silence you enjoy with someone you love. Then Bobbie turned to me suddenly and said, “Do you ever feel overwhelmed?”

Knowing our big women’s conference was quickly approaching, along with the many other people and concerns she was juggling in her heart, I knew exactly where her question was coming from. As soon as she asked the question, without hesitating I answered, “All the time.”

To be honest, we’ve never known a time when we haven’t felt out of our depth. When we were young, we didn’t have the resources or the experience to feel confident in what we were doing, so we had to rely on God each and every day. Then when we got a few years under our belt, both our family and our church family began growing and developing, and this always kept us on our toes, improvising under God’s grace, looking to him for guidance, provision, and protection.

Then, as he has entrusted more responsibilities and resources to us, we feel even more overwhelmed. But God has been more than faithful in providing all we’ve needed and more. But it’s
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