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Precipitating Factor Number (Bonus Chapter)

(Motivation and Mobilization Indicators)

Texas Gangs, Texas Border, Mexican Cartel, and Smugglers.

In 1980, Texas was the third most populated state in the United States America with population of fourteen million (U. S. Census Bureau, 2021). two hundred twenty-nine thousand and one hundred ninety-one residents. Only the states of California and New York had a higher population than Texas (U. S. Census Bureau, 2021). However, Texas will be impacted by crime and criminal behavior in the late 1970’s and 1980’s by the enhancement of Texas Prison Gangs, Mexican Cartel and smugglers bringing in drugs across the Texas Border. 

Texas Gangs

Criminal Intelligence Reports

Aryan Brotherhood of Texas, aka ABT: Domestic Terrorism

The Aryan Brotherhood of Texas (ABT) is a White Supremacist Organization controlled from within the Texas Prison System. The ABT's racist philosophies align them with race-based organizations throughout the country. The ABT is recognized by the Texas Department of Corrections as a security threat group. 

Organizational control has historically been controlled by five controlling "Generals" who make up the "Wheel,” see Figure one. “Wheel" members are normally incarcerated within the Texas Prison System. Each of the "Wheel" members controls a region of Texas. Regions are divided by county. The control is exercised through a paramilitary structure with a ranking Major in charge of each region and Captains and Lieutenants in charge of each representative city or county within the region. In 2002, a power struggle occurred within the ABT when certain members desired a three "Wheel" organization. This struggle over organizational structure has resulted in heightened violence within the group. 

The ABT is grounded in racial views that are shared by other white supremacist groups. The group holds to the philosophy that the white race should not be diluted by other races. The ABT is concerned the white race will one day become a minority. 

Illegal activity the ABT is known to engage in includes the trafficking of illegal drugs, to include methamphetamine, cocaine and marijuana, the trafficking of firearms, contract murders and Public Corruption.
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Figure One: (FBI, n.d., para). 

Armed and Dangerous

The captioned organization is primarily a prison-based gang, organized circa 1967 in California, migrating to the Texas prison system in 1984. Its original intent was to combat growing numbers of African American inmates by providing protection for whites serving time in prison. 

Prior to 1979 the Texas Department of Criminal Justice (TDCJ) maintained control over racial tensions within the prison system by segregating entire prison units. Whites, African Americans, and Hispanics were housed within different cell blocks of the same unit. Job assignments within the prison and field work teams were also divided by race. Simultaneously in 1979, TDCJ ended its reliance on "prison tenders", inmate guards, whose primary duties were to be the guard’s eyes and ears and to report inmate activities to the prison administration. 

As a result of these and other changes, an authority vacuum was created. In this vacuum, racial tension increased, resulting in elevated levels of violence and the emergence of prison gangs, including the ABT. 

Statistics compiled by a study referenced on the internet indicated that as of November 2002, there were over 685 confirmed and 230 more suspected ABT Members throughout the TDCJ. TDCJ estimated that approximately seventy-five to eighty percent of these members were incarcerated at any given time. ABT Members, not incarcerated, are actively expected to continue to assist, support and "score" for members remaining in prison.

The ABT aligns itself with other white supremacy groups and believes in a "whites for whites only" society. The ABT believes the biggest threat to a white society is not from African Americans or Hispanics, but from the Jewish Community. ABT members believe the news media, most major corporations, and all American and International Banks are controlled by Jews. They further believe the Israeli Government has too much influence over the United States Government, including Congress and the Office of the President.

While the ABT may hold many racial views shared by other Neo-Nazi organizations, this does not prevent them from working with groups such as the Mexican Mafia or the Texas Syndicate. The ABT has entered into business contracts and "treaties" with these and other criminal organizations for the sole purpose of making money. As one ABT Members put it "the color of money is green.” 

ABT members also provide money support through many activities including extortion, contract killings, drug manufacturing and trafficking, prostitution, and check and credit card fraud. Proceeds from these activities are funneled back into the ABT organization through mail drops, legitimate bank accounts, and deposits into inmate accounts within the TDCJ.

The ABT is structured as a para-military organization, controlled by a Steering Committee (SC) referred to as the “Wheel”. The Wheel consists of five members commonly referred to as Generals or Wheel Members (WM). Each WM is responsible for a geographic area known as a “Region” with complete control over the ABT members in his region. Regions are divided by county. The Wheel controls both the "free world” and prison activities throughout the region through intimidation, coercion, and through the sharing of profits from criminal activities. 

The current leadership or Wheel Members for the ABT

Each WM has two Majors, ranking members responsible for ensuring orders issued by the WM are carried out and for the collection of proceeds from illegal activities. One major operates from inside prison and one outside prison. 

Under the position of Major are lieutenants and captains who are assigned by county and city within a given Region. These positions are primarily responsible for transporting and distributing controlled substances. Other duties include the recruitment of new members and the intimidation or killing of members who fail to follow orders.

CREED OF THE ARYAN BROTHERHOOD

An Aryan Brother is without care, he walks where the weak, heartless won’t dare, and if by chance he should stumble and lose control, his brothers will be there, to help reach his goal. For a worthy brother, no need is to great, he need not ask, fulfillments his fate.

For an Aryan Brother, death holds no fear, vengeance will be his through his brothers still here. For the brotherhood means just what it implies a brother's a brother, till this brother dies. And if he is loyal and never lost faith in each brother’s heart will always be a place.

So, a brother am I and always will be even after my life is taken from me. I'll lie down content knowing I stood head held high, walking proud in the Brotherhood. 

To a brother whom I'll always carry in my heart and by my side during Battle.

(Aryan Brotherhood of Texas, aka ABT: Domestic Terrorism was created and modified from FBI. (n.d.). Aryan Brotherhood of Texas, aka ABT. Domestic Terrorism. U. S. Department of Justice.)
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Figure two: Aryan Brotherhood Tattoo by (Criminal Division, 2015, para).

Current Issue Drug Distribution

“According to the superseding indictment, the defendants were members of, associated with, or performed drug transactions with, various white supremacists organizations or individuals including the “Aryan Brotherhood of Texas” (ABT), the “Aryan Circle,” the “White Knights,” and the “Peckerwoods,” and they engaged in a conspiracy to distribute methamphetamine and other illegal narcotics throughout North Texas and elsewhere. Certain defendants used firearms to further their drug trafficking activities... Despite their differences, the ABT, Aryan Circle, and White Knights gangs, along with the Peckerwoods, often collaborated with each other and with Mexican gangs and cartels for purposes of drug distribution or other illegal ventures... Peckerwood is a term used to describe an individual who, although not a member, shared a white supremacist ideology or aligned himself or herself with these white supremacist gangs” (U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement, 2015).

Black American Texas Prison Gangs

In 1950, The Black Muslims were the first inmate group to appear in Texas Prisons (Ralph, & Marquart, 1991). The Black Muslims were characterized as not being violent (Ralph, & Marquart, 1991). However, the Mandingo Warriors formed in the State of Texas prisons in the year 1985 (Williams v. Nash, 2012, para). The Mandingo Warriors are "an organization and tribe of African culture and descent (Williams v. Nash, 2012, para). The Self Defense Family was another predominately Black prison gang that started in Texas Prisons in the 1980s (Fong, R. S., n.d.). There was not that much additional information provided on the Black Muslims, Mandingo Warriors or Self Defense Family.

Raza Unida

“The Raza Unida prison gang was formed in the late 1980s in the Texas prison system by Latino inmates and operates inside and outside jail and prison facilities. This gang should not be confused with a political action group by the same name” (United States Attorney Office, 2011, para). 

“The Raza Unida prison gang formed in the 1990s in the Texas prison system by Latino inmates operates inside and outside jail and prison facilities as a criminal enterprise with the purpose of enriching the members and associates of the gang through the distribution of narcotics. The gang primarily trafficks in cocaine and methamphetamine” (United States Attorney Office, 2024, para).

“The RU prison gang was formed in 1993 within the Texas prison system. A highly organized group with specific rules and regulations, the RU demands loyalty from their membership and participation in the criminal activities of the gang including its primary illegal activity to generate money to support the gang – narcotics trafficking. Gang members identify themselves by marking their bodies with tattoos of the words “Raza,” “Raza Unida,” the letters “R” and “U” as well as the numbers “18” and “21” which correspond to the numerical place of the letters “R” and “U” within the alphabet. The RU has its own leadership structure within each city and prison” (FBI, 2009, para).

Texas Mexican Mafia

“The TMM formed within the Texas prison system in 1984 as a means for inmates to protect themselves from the Texas Syndicate... They have since grown into one of the most dominant and disciplined gangs in Texas... Despite continuous law enforcement targeting, the TMM has upheld its membership size, commitment to the gang, and involvement in violent crimes... The TMM will likely continue to remain organizationally effective and engage in criminal activity, and thus remain one of Texas’ most significant gangs...” (Texas Department of Public Safety, 2017, p. 41).

“The Mexikanemi prison gang, also known as the Texas Mexican Mafia (La Eme) The Mexikanemi prison gang, also known as the Texas Mexican Mafia (La Eme) or Emi, was formed in the early 1980's within the Texas Department of Criminal Justice (TDCJ). The Mexikanemi is highly structured and is estimated to have 2,000 members, most of whom are Mexican nationals or Mexican American males living in Texas at the time of their incarceration. Mexikanemi poses a significant drug-trafficking threat to communities in the Southwestern U.S., particularly in Texas. Mexikanemi gang members reportedly traffic multi-kilogram quantities of powdered cocaine, heroin and methamphetamine; multi-ton quantities of marijuana; and thousand-tablet quantities of ecstasy from Mexico into the U.S. for distribution both inside and outside prison. Mexikanemi gang members obtain narcotics from associates or members of the Jaime Herrera-Herrera, Osiel Cardenas-Guillen, and/or the Vicente Carrillo-Fuentes Mexican DTOs. In addition, Mexikanemi members maintain a relationship with Los Zetas, a Mexican paramilitary/criminal organization employed by the Cardenas-Guillen DTO as its personal security force” (Criminal Division, 2015, para).
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Figure three: Texas Mexican Mafia by (Criminal Division, 2015, para).

Texas Syndicate

“The Texas Syndicate (TS) The Texas Syndicate (TS) is one of the largest and most violent prison gangs active on both sides of the U.S.-Mexico border and poses a significant drug trafficking threat to communities located in the Southwestern United States. The TS is highly structured and is estimated to have 1,300 members, most of whom are Mexican American males between the ages of 20-40. Members of the TS smuggle multi-kilogram quantities of powdered cocaine, heroin and methamphetamine, and multi-ton quantities of marijuana from Mexico into the U.S. for distribution both inside and outside of prison. TS gang members have a direct working relationship with associates and/or members of the Osiel Cardenas-Guillen Mexican DTO. In addition, TS gang members maintain a relationship with Los Zetas, the paramilitary/criminal organization employed by the Cadenas-Guillen DTO” (Criminal Division, 2015, para).
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Figure four: Texas Syndicate Tattoo by (Criminal Division, 2015, para).

Street Gangs

Dallas Texas

Asian Gangs

The Asian gang problem in the Dallas area has grown substantially over the past several years. At present, the main concern is over highly mobile, loosely knit gangs such concern is over highly mobile, loosely knit gangs such as the Angel Boys, Born to Kill and The New Boys. These gangs are involved in message parlor protection, Illegal gambling, home-invasions, robberies and narcotics trafficking” (U.S. Senate, 1991, para). 

Barrio Azteca

“According to court documents and information presented in court throughout this case, the BA gang formed in the late 1980s as a violent prison gang and has expanded into a transnational criminal organization.  The BA is primarily based in West Texas; Juarez, Mexico; and throughout state and federal prisons in the United States and Mexico.  The gang has a militaristic command structure and includes captains, lieutenants, sergeants, soldiers and associates - all with the purpose of maintaining power and enriching its members and associates through drug trafficking, money laundering, extortion, intimidation, violence, threats of violence and murder” (DEA, 2016, para).

“According to the RICO indictment, the Barrio Azteca street gang began in the 1980s as a violent prison gang and has expanded into a transnational criminal organization. It is primarily based in west Texas and Ciudad Juarez, Mexico, and throughout state and federal prisons in the United States and Mexico. In furtherance of the enterprise, Barrio Azteca members collect a street tax, also known as "cuota," "quota," "renta" or "taxes." Proceeds from the "cuota" are used to support members of the Barrio Azteca who are arrested to pay for attorneys, bail bonds, fines and any other costs associated with legal proceedings. Proceeds from the "cuota" are also used to purchase money orders, which are mailed through the U.S. Postal Service USPS to inmate accounts. Proceeds are also reinvested back into Barrio Azteca enterprise activities to purchase assets, commodities, and other items related to the day-to-day function of the gang, including firearms, ammunition and controlled substances” (U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement, 2014, para).

The Texas Joint Crime Information Center (JCIC) evaluates Barrio Azteca as a Tier 1 threat in 2018 due to their expansion of operating areas, propensity for violence, continued and evolving relationships with cartels and gangs, involvement in human, drug, and weapons smuggling, continuous exploitation of the US and Texas border, and the increase of reporting from law enforcement investigations... Barrio Azteca maintains a significant presence on both sides of the border as members continue their transnational criminal activities around the El Paso and Juarez corridor, including working with both the Sinaloa Cartel and Juarez Cartel. Younger and newer Barrio Azteca members are opportunistic and will work with other gangs and cartels, despite traditional gang rivalries or alliances. Regardless of alliances or rivalries, Barrio Azteca’s ability to establish and maintain relationships in Mexico and in the United States, as well as their historic presence in Mexico, has aided in their recovery of power and influence in El Paso... Though its power and influence has fluctuated, Barrio Azteca has been able to regain a strong influence in both Ciudad Juarez and El Paso. Relationships with the cartels and gangs in Mexico and the United States, though fluid, are integral to Barrio Azteca’s success as a criminal enterprise. The extent to which Barrio Azteca operates, their excessive level of violence, their role in exploiting both sides of the border, and the resurgence of those operations has led to an upgrade for 2018 as a Tier 1 threat to the State of Texas” (Texas Department of Public Safety, 2018, p. 20).

Note: Barrio Azteca has enhanced presence in West Texas (El Paso), however there are a significant number of Barrio Azteca in Dallas, Texas. 

Bloods

“The Bloods are a violent street gang that originated in Los Angeles, California, in the early 1970s, with ties to People-Nation-affiliated gangs. Bloods gang presence in Texas has been documented since the 1980s. Multiple cities in Texas have instituted gang injunctions against the Bloods and their rivals, the Crips. The Bloods’ overall presence, the level of their criminal activity, and the violence perpetrated by their members qualify them as a serious threat in Texas. The Bloods continue to be a loosely organized, extremely violent street gang that is involved in a wide variety of crimes ranging from petty theft to murder. Much like their traditional rival the Crips, the Bloods street gang presence is mainly in the major urban areas, but it members regularly form small groups that travel throughout the state and beyond to conduct criminal activity, such as robberies and burglaries” (Texas Department of Public Safety, 2018, p. 48). 

Crips

“The Crips criminal street gang remains loosely organized, with multiple cliques throughout the state. During this reporting period, Crips members participated in a wide variety of crimes, to include murders, assaults, robberies, burglaries, fraud, and sex trafficking offenses. Members committed violent crimes against citizens and fellow offenders during the commission of other crimes, such as robberies, burglaries, sex trafficking, and drug deals. Members committed violent crimes against law enforcement while attempting to evade arrest. Internal conflict sometimes resulted in intra-gang violence. The Crips pose the greatest threat to the larger metropolitan areas of Texas, but its members sometimes form smaller groups that travel outside of their usual operational areas to crimes throughout the state and as far away as Arizona” (Texas Department of Public Safety, 2018, p. 50). 

“In December 2017, a Webb Chapel Rollin 60’s (Crips) gang member received federal indictments after transporting a woman from Mississippi to Texas with the intent to compel prostitution... The gang member was arrested in Waco during an undercover prostitution operation...” (Texas Department of Public Safety, 2018, p. 41).

Dixie Mafia

“The Dixie Mafia can be described as a group consisting of a loose knit organization of criminals who are associated but have no formal structure or organization. They are involved in numerous criminal activities throughout Texas and the Southeastern parts of the United States. Intelligence information indicates that there are at least 220 suspected members of the Dixie Mafia currently operating in New Mexico, Texas, Oklahoma, Louisiana, Arkansas, Mississippi, Alabama Georgia, Tennessee, Florida, and possibly Arizona. This criminal group is involved in various types of property and personal crimes. These crimes include such things as burglary, robbery, narcotics, theft, auto theft, and violent crimes such as murder-for-hire contracts” (State of Texas, 1978, p. 58).

Gangster Disciples

“The Gangster Disciples is a nationally recognized, historically black criminal street gang that was founded in Chicago, Illinois and has spread throughout the United States, including Texas... It is highly organized, violent, and active in the major metropolitan areas of Texas and in the communities surrounding the major military installations in Texas... Its members are involved in a wide variety of criminal activities, to include murder; assaults; thefts, robberies, and burglaries; sex trafficking; fraud; and illegal drug sales... Although its numbers in Texas are significantly fewer than those of the Bloods and Crips in Texas, the Gangster Disciples level of organization, level of criminal activity, proximity to military communities, and reported relationship with Mexican cartels raises concern” (Texas Department of Public Safety, 2018, p. 51).

“The Gangster Disciples use the numbers “2-15-19” to represent the letters “B-O-S,” which represents the phrase “Brothers of the Struggle.” Gang tattoos can also include other symbols associated with the gang (i.e. lightning bolts, pitchforks, sports teams, etc.) or location symbols that indicate the gang’s turf or place of origin such as city skylines, highway markers, and other iconic landmarks” (Texas Department of Public Safety, 2018, p.36).

East Side Locos 

The East Side Locos, also known as the East Side Homeboys, is one of the most active and fastest growing gangs in the area. This Hispanic gang organized in east Dallas about 20 'years ago. It has approximately 200 to 300 members, who range in age from 13 to 20. There are also some first-generation gang members in their mid-30's and 40's. 

In 1990, there were more than 300 arrests of gang members who were involved in firearms violations, distribution of narcotics (cocaine, marijuana, and heroin), assault, burglary, rape, robbery, and au.to theft. The East Side Locos has also been implicated in drive-by shootings, in which two law enforcement officials were shot at. In another case, an officer was wounded. 

The East Side Locos use firearms and knives to commit violent acts. These weapons are acquired through burglaries, straw purchases, and at flea markets. 

Gang members of the East Side Locos often deny membership and hide any associations with the gang. Therefore, they do not seem to be associated with any colors or other symbols. They do, however, identify themselves with an "E" hand sign. They do this by bending one of two middle fingers. Their attire consists of plaid, long sleeve shirts that are buttoned to the top, baggy jeans, tennis shoes, and bandannas. 

The East Side Locos are affiliates of the A V Boys street gang and are adversaries of the Wayne Street Boys.

(East Side Locus was adapted from (Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms. (1991). Street Gangs. ATF. U.S. Department of Treasury. U.S. Department of Justice.https://www.ojp.gov/pdffiles1/Digitization/147227NCJRS.pdf).

Motorcycle Gangs

“Though motorcycle clubs are generally not considered criminal confederations, some clubs are actually engaged in organized criminal activities. Intelligence information indicates that at least 12 such clubs, or gangs, currently operate within the State. These 12 clubs show a combined membership of approximately 1,070 members. These motorcycle gangs have historically been involved in major property crimes such as theft, burglary, auto theft, and vehicle parts thefts. During 1978, major intelligence information has indicated that these gangs have expanded their operations to include operating methamphetamine labs and murder-for-hire contracts within the State. One such gang has come under considerable investigation during the latter part of 1978 for their role in various murder-for-hire contracts” (State of Texas, 1978, p. 58). 

MS-13

Mara Salvatrucha, also known as MS-13 Mara Salvatrucha, also known as MS-13, is one of the largest Hispanic criminal street gangs operating in the U.S... Traditionally, MS-13 consisted of loosely affiliated groups known as cliques, however, law enforcement officials have reported increased coordination of criminal activity among MS-13 cliques in Atlanta, Dallas, Los Angeles, Washington, D.C., and the New York metropolitan areas... MS-13 is estimated to have between 30,000 to 50,000 members and associate members worldwide, and between 8,000 to 10,000 members residing in the U.S. MS-13 members are involved in the smuggling of illicit drugs into the U.S., primarily powdered cocaine and marijuana... MS-13 members are also involved in the transportation and distribution of drugs throughout the U.S. MS-13 members also engage in other criminal activities including alien smuggling, assault, drive-by shooting, homicide, identification theft, prostitution, robbery and weapons trafficking” (Criminal Intelligence, 2015).

Current Issue-Dallas Texas Gangs

“The Dallas FD AOR sees a wide range in the scope and influence of criminal gangs in drug trafficking activities and their relationships with DTOs. Texas gangs are heavily involved in the trafficking of heroin, methamphetamine, marijuana, and cocaine. The gangs that pose the greatest threat in the Dallas AOR are the Barrio Azteca (BA), Mara Salvatrucha (MS-13), Tango Blast, and Texas Mexican Mafia. The Aryan Brotherhood of Texas, Crips, Texas Syndicate, and White Knights also operate in the area” (DEA, 2019, p. 127-128).

Note: Mainly focused on gangs or criminal organizations that impacted Dallas Texas culture in prior to the 1980’s, 1980’s, very early 1990’s. 

Mexican Cartel

Criminal Intelligence Reports

Gallardo Cartel

“This past April, the reported mastermind of Mexico's drug pipeline to the United States, the notorious drug trafficker Miguel Felix-Gallardo was apprehended by Mexican authorities. Gallardo headed an organization which reportedly shipped up to 2 tons of cocaine to the United States each month. Seizures of Gallardo's personal assets may total. $1 billion. Gallardo, as I am sure you are aware, is tightly associated with the cartels in Colombia” (U.S. Senate, 1989, p. 38).

“The current Mexican administration, under President Salinas de Gotari, has taken some steps to deal with the problem of narcotics-related corruption. In 1988, the Mexican government arrested Jose Antonio Zorilla Perez, a former official of the now-defunct Directorate of Federal Security (DFS) on charges that he used his official position to protect drug traffickers. Major drug traffickers Felix Gallardo and Rafael Caro Quintero are among those Zorilla is alleged to have protected. Zorilla is also alleged to have authorized the cultivation and harvesting of 4,000 tons of marijuana at the "El Bufalo" plantation in Chihuahua, Mexico in 1984. He allegedly received $5 million for his complicity. Another DFS commander, Rafael Chao Lopez, was also arrested on corruption charges” (U.S. Senate, 1989, p. 120).

“Felix Gallardo was called "the godfather" of Mexican traffickers and was thought to have very high-level connections within the Mexican government. Gallardo was also a point of contact with high-level Colombian traffickers, who used his organization to tranship their cocaine. Gonzalo Rodriguez Gacha and the Ochoa family both reportedly worked with the Felix Gallardo organization. Both Rodriguez Gacha and Ramon Matta Ballesteros, prior to the latter's arrest, were major links between Mexican and Colombian drug traffickers on behalf of the Medellin trafficking groups” (U.S. Senate, 1989, p. 121).

“This past April, the reputed mastermind of Mexico's drug pipeline to the United States, the notorious drug trafficker Miguel Felix-Gallardo, was apprehended by Mexican authorities. Gallardo headed an organization that reportedly shipped, on a monthly basis, up to two tons of cocaine into the United States. Seizures of Gallardo's personal assets may total over $1 billion” (U.S. Senate, 1989, p. 153).

“Rafael Caro-Quintero is a Mexican drug trafficker who founded the now-disintegrated Guadalajara Cartel with Miguel Ángel Félix Gallardo and other drug traffickers in the 1970s and was allegedly responsible for the cultivation, shipment, and distribution of large qualities of marijuana into the United States from Mexico.

From 1982 to 1984, Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA) Special Agent Enrique “Kiki” Camarena investigated the drug trafficking organization of Caro-Quintero and others in Mexico. The DEA investigation led to drug seizures that severely damaged the organization.

Beginning in 1984, members of the Caro-Quintero organization allegedly engaged in a series of actions to retaliate against the DEA and in 1985, Caro-Quintero and others allegedly murdered John Clay Walker and Alberto Radelat, U.S. nationals who were mistakenly thought to be DEA agents. Later in 1985, Caro-Quintero and others allegedly kidnapped, tortured, and murdered Agent Camarena and Alfredo Zavala Avelar, a pilot who was assisting Special Agent Camarena.

After the murders, Caro-Quintero fled to Costa Rica but was later arrested and extradited back to Mexico, where he was sentenced to 40-years in prison for murder. Following his arrest, the Guadalajara Cartel disintegrated, and its leaders were incorporated into the Tijuana Cartel, Sinaloa Cartel, and Juárez Cartels.

Caro-Quintero was freed from jail on August 9, 2013, after a Mexican state court concluded that he had been tried improperly. However, a Mexican federal court issued an arrest warrant against Caro-Quintero on August 14, 2013. He is a wanted fugitive in Mexico, the U.S., and several other countries” (U.S. Department of State, 2020, para).

Rafael Caro-Quintero was captured in 2022 (U.S. Department of Justice, 2022, para). 

Gulf Cartel

“The Gulf Cartel, originally founded in Mexico the 1930s to smuggle whiskey and other illicit commodities into the United States, expanded significantly by the 1970s under Juan Garcia-Abrego, who became the first drug trafficker to be placed on the FBI’s Ten Most Wanted List... Following his 1996 arrest by Mexican authorities and subsequent deportation to the United States, Oscar Malherbe-De Leon took control of the cartel until his arrest a short time later. He was replaced by Osiel Cardenas-Guillen, who was arrested in 2003, and extradited to the United States in 2007” (U.S. Department of State, n.d., para).

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

THURSDAY, MARCH 9, 1995

MEXICAN DRUG FUGITIVE NAMED TO FBI'S "MOST WANTED" LIST

MEXICAN GOVERNMENT PLEDGES COOPERATION

Washington, DC-The Attorney General announced today that the FBI has placed Juan Garcia-Abrego on its "Ten Most Wanted Fugitives" list, the first time a leading international drug trafficker has been included.  A federal indictment in Houston, Texas charges that Garcia-Abrego is the leader of a powerful Mexican drug organization responsible for transporting tons of Colombian cocaine into the United States for the Cali cartel and for authorizing acts of violence, including murders, to promote drug activities.  

Attorney General Janet Reno stated, "The targeting of Garcia-Abrego and his organization is part of this Administration's drug enforcement strategy that is aimed at disrupting and destroying major drug trafficking organizations—particularly those portions which operate within our borders and in transit countries such as Mexico—to stop the flow of narcotics across our borders and into our communities."  

Reno praised the law enforcement authorities of Mexico, who have pledged their cooperation, adding, "Garcia-Abrego has done great harm to both the United States and Mexico, and the law enforcement agencies of both nations will join together to ensure that he is apprehended and brought to justice."  

The Attorney General praised the efforts and coordination of the United States Attorneys, FBI and DEA, in their joint investigation and prosecution of the Garcia-Abrego organization, that have already resulted in the conviction of more than 70 individuals in the Southern and Northern Districts of Texas, the Middle District of Florida and the Eastern and Southern Districts of New York, and the seizure of more than 14 tons of Colombian cocaine.  

"Federal, state and local law enforcement have created a powerful force in our drug enforcement efforts.  The FBI and DEA joint investigation of the Garcia-Abrego organization and the indictment obtained by the United States Attorney, illustrate the strength that is gained when we join forces to disrupt the flow of drugs across our borders."

The warrant for Garcia-Abrego was issued in September of 1993, in the Southern District of Texas, in Houston.  The indictment charges him with Conspiracy to Possess with Intent to Distribute Cocaine; Money Laundering; Possession with Intent to Distribute; Conspiracy to Import Cocaine; and Continuing Criminal Enterprise.

The Juan Garcia-Abrego organization operates on both sides of the U.S.-Mexican border, centered in Matamoros, Tamaulipas, Mexico and more recently in Monterrey, Nuevo-Leon, Mexico.  It is recognized by law enforcement authorities in the U.S. and in Mexico as one of the most powerful drug trafficking organizations in Mexico and derives its power from the use of violence and bribery.  Once the drugs cross the border, the organization has distribution cells throughout the United States, including San Antonio, Houston and New York, and is known to have had elements in Dallas, Chicago, New Orleans, Oklahoma City, Milwaukee and Seattle, as well as cities in California, Nevada, Arizona, Alabama, Georgia and Florida.

Garcia-Abrego was born in La Paloma, Texas and may claim dual citizenship in the United States and Mexico.  He is 50 years old, and is described as a white male, six feet tall, 200 pounds, with brown eyes and brown hair.  The FBI advises that Garcia-Abrego should be considered armed and dangerous.

(For Immediate Release was adapted from U.S. Department of Justice. (1995). #133c Mexican Drug Fugitive Named to FBI’s “Most Wanted” List. (2024). Justice.gov. https://www.justice.gov/archive/opa/pr/Pre_96/March95/133c.txt.html).

US v. Garcia Abrego

For approximately two decades, Juan Garcia Abrego was the hub of a narcotics smuggling syndicate of staggering dimension. Headquartered in Matamoros, Mexico, Garcia Abrego's organization was responsible for smuggling tremendous quantities of cocaine and marijuana into the United States from the mid-1970s to the mid-1990s.

Garcia Abrego began trafficking large quantities of marijuana in the mid-1970s. In 1976, ..., a longtime friend of Garcia Abrego, delivered approximately 300 kilograms of marijuana to him. ... also began working for Garcia Abrego in the drug trafficking trade around 1980. At Garcia Abrego's direction, ... unloaded marijuana flown in on a small plane by ..., stored it in a warehouse on Garcia Abrego's ranch in Soliceno, Mexico, and smuggled it across the border into the United States in inner tubes.

In the early 1980s, Garcia Abrego expanded his operation. According to some members of his organization, in 1985, Garcia Abrego ordered the murder of Casimiro "Cacho" Espinoza, another drug trafficker in Mexico, in order to eliminate competition. Thereafter, ..., who had previously worked for Espinoza, went to work for Garcia Abrego.

In 1986, Garcia Abrego began trafficking cocaine because marijuana was a seasonal business. ... and ... worked as managers and supervisors one step below Garcia Abrego in the chain of command in his organization. ... and ... enlisted the services of a number of other individuals, including ..., and ..., to transport cocaine into the United States and the rich proceeds from its sale back into Mexico. These individuals in turn utilized the services of numerous other individuals to package and deliver the cocaine and to collect and deliver the money.

Garcia Abrego used money from his drug operation to purchase large ranches in Soto La Marina, an area south of Matamoros. ... and ... arranged for loads of cocaine to be flown to these ranches, and from there, the cocaine was moved to Matamoros. The cocaine was smuggled across the border and stockpiled in the Brownsville, Texas area. From there, members of Garcia Abrego's organization arranged the shipment of the cocaine to Houston. From Houston, the drugs were distributed locally and nationally, principally to New York and Los Angeles. Garcia Abrego's organization utilized vehicles with hidden compartments to transport cocaine and proceeds from its sale inside the United States. Until 1990, the organization also utilized INS buses to smuggle narcotics into the United States.

Garcia Abrego's organization trafficked a huge amount of narcotics. Between 1989 and 1993, U.S. law enforcement officials seized over thirteen tons of the organization's cocaine, but this was but a fraction of the amount that the organization successfully smuggled into the United States. ... testified that he moved between thirty-three and forty tons of cocaine for the organization, and ... testified that he moved over fifty tons. ... testified that he moved 10,000 kilograms of cocaine for the organization.

Garcia Abrego's organization derived substantial profits from its drug trafficking activities. Members of the organization sold cocaine in Houston for between $17,000 and $23,000 per kilogram and in Los Angeles and New York for between $23,000 and $25,000 per kilogram. ... testified that he collected $60 to 70 million on behalf of the organization in New York and Houston and shipped it back to Matamoros.

In addition to trafficking narcotics, Garcia Abrego's business also included providing "protection" to other drug traffickers moving narcotics through the Matamoros area. In the mid-1980s, ..., who had begun working for Garcia Abrego full time, set up a meeting between Garcia Abrego and ..., another drug trafficker who sought permission from Garcia Abrego to move cocaine through the Matamoros area. Garcia Abrego agreed to allow him to do so in exchange for $200,000 for each airplane load brought through the area.

According to some members of his group, when Garcia Abrego got word that ... had landed planes without paying the $200,000 fee, he became angry and had his men capture a member of .... organization and beat information out of him regarding the rival organization, including the number and weights of loads of cocaine that the organization transported. In hopes that law enforcement authorities could eliminate his competition for him and save him the trouble of doing it himself, Garcia Abrego turned this information over to FBI Agent Claudio DeLaO, who was masquerading as a corrupt agent in an attempt to effect Garcia Abrego's arrest. Insofar as more direct efforts are concerned, DeLaO asked Garcia Abrego in a subsequent telephone conversation what had happened to the member of ... group from whom he had acquired information. Garcia Abrego responded, "We left him at the Rio Bravo more or less," a comment which DeLaO took to mean that Garcia Abrego had killed him. Garcia Abrego also stated that another member of ... group from whom he had acquired information "already went to heaven." Garcia Abrego then indicated that he had gathered his men to take care of ... personally, but that, before they could do so, Mexican federal police arrested .... Thereafter, Garcia Abrego began demanding forty to fifty percent of Colombian traffickers' loads in exchange for the privilege of moving narcotics through the Matamoros area.

... and ... also paid Garcia Abrego's organization for the privilege of trafficking cocaine through Matamoros. ... and his cohorts received their cocaine from the Medellin Cartel. However, .... and ... subsequently informed ... that he and his comrades were being absorbed into Garcia Abrego's organization and that they could no longer purchase cocaine from the Medellin Cartel because their organization worked exclusively with the Cali Cartel.

The hierarchy of Garcia Abrego's organization was firmly established. If a member of the group overstepped his authority, the consequences were dire. In 1991, ..., a principal player in the New York segment of Garcia Abrego's distribution network, ordered the killing of a Colombian drug trafficker in a Matamoros jail without authorization from Garcia Abrego. As a result of the killing, a riot broke out in the jail, killing two members of Garcia Abrego's organization. Garcia Abrego was upset by ... acting without authority because of the intense media attention that the riot caused. He had also concluded that ... had gotten out of hand and lost a great deal of money for his organization. Thereafter, ... ordered ... killed.

Garcia Abrego protected his business from interference from law enforcement by paying large bribes to Mexican law enforcement officials. Specifically, he ordered individuals in his organization to pay Lopez Parra, a commander in La Procuraduria General de la Republica (the PGR), Luis Esteban Villalon, who was in charge of the federal police for northern Mexico, and Coello Trejo, the Deputy General for the PGR $1.5 million per month. Garcia Abrego also had ... purchase clothing for employees of Trejo on a number of occasions. On each occasion, ... spent from $50,000 to $80,000.

Garcia Abrego also protected his organization by attempting to maintain a low profile. At one point, he informed ... that he intended to kill two Mexican reporters because they were writing "[t]oo many personal things in the newspaper" about his narcotics trafficking business. When ..., formerly a valued member of Garcia Abrego's organization, made statements to the press threatening to expose a high-level narcotics operation in Matamoros along with its organizer, Garcia Abrego attempted to have him killed and, through ..., enlisted the assistance of Agent DeLaO in this regard.

Lopez Olivares's statements to the press created pressure from law enforcement for Garcia Abrego. He alleviated this pressure through further bribes to government officials. He also moved to Monterey, a city deeper inside Mexico than Matamoros, and essentially went into seclusion so that he was not accessible to people outside his organization.

Sometime in late 1989 or early 1990, $10 million in bribe money from Garcia Abrego's organization failed to reach Coello Trejo. In January 1990, Mexican officials jailed eighteen members of Garcia Abrego's group for possession of firearms, cocaine, and marijuana. Because of pressure from Mexican law enforcement, Garcia Abrego moved to his sister's home in McAllen, Texas and later to an apartment in Chicago. Shortly thereafter, Mexican officials seized Garcia Abrego's ranches and other property in Matamoros.

In December 1990, Garcia Abrego discovered that he was named in a federal indictment that had recently been unsealed, and he therefore fled back to Monterey. After his return to Monterey, Garcia Abrego purchased several million dollars’ worth of properties, including ranches, which he used as hideouts. From 1991 through 1994, Garcia Abrego remained in hiding and changed locations at least every few weeks and sometimes every few days. Though he was in hiding, Garcia Abrego continued to meet with members of his organization to discuss the drug business. Pursuant to Garcia Abrego's orders, ... acted as an intermediary through whom other members of the group, including ... and ..., went in order to meet with Garcia Abrego.

In 1996, Mexican authorities arrested Garcia Abrego after ... informed them where he was hiding. Within a few days, Mexican authorities flew Garcia Abrego to the United States and placed him in the custody of U.S. law enforcement officials.

(U.S. VS. Garcia Abrego, Adapted from US v. Garcia Abrego, 141 F.3d 142 (5th Cir. 1998)).

Juarez Cartel

The "Carrillo Fuentes Drug Trafficking Organization," at times also known as the "Juarez Cartel," controlled narcotics trafficking from Mexico into the United States via the Juarez-El Paso corridor. The Juarez-El Paso corridor was a primary drug smuggling route along the United States-Mexico border, included the area of Ciudad Juarez, in the state of Chihuahua, Mexico, to El Paso, Texas. A vast quantity of the cocaine entered the United States annually through the Juarez-El Paso corridor. 

Amado Carrillo Fuentes served as the head of the Carrillo Fuentes Drug Trafficking Organization until his death in or about July 1997, when the defendant VICENTE CARRILLO FUENTES, also known as "El Viceroy," who was Amado Carrillo Fuentes's brother and trusted lieutenant, became the leader of the Carrillo Fuentes Drug Trafficking Organization. Under both Amado Carrillo Fuentes and the defendant VICENTE CARRILLO FUENTES, the Carrillo Fuentes Drug Trafficking Organization received multi-ton quantities of cocaine in Mexico from the Norte del Valle Cartel in Colombia, as well as other cocaine suppliers. The Carrillo Fuentes Drug Trafficking Organization arranged for the transportation of cocaine through the Juarez-El Paso corridor into the United States, including to New York, Texas, California and Illinois. 

From the 1990s until 2004, the Carrillo Fuentes Drug Trafficking Organization was closely aligned with the Sinaloa Cartel, one of the largest and most powerful drug trafficking organizations in the world. Members of the Sinaloa Cartel shared investment in drug shipments, the use of transportation infrastructure and corrupt official contacts to facilitate the transfer of drugs through Mexico and into the United States. The Carrillo Fuentes Drug Trafficking Organization also imposed a tax on other drug trafficking organizations that used the Juarez-El Paso corridor to smuggle drugs into the United States. In or about 2004, the Carrillo Fuentes Drug Trafficking Organization split from and entered into a war with the Sinaloa Cartel. This war, which the Carillo Fuentes Drug Trafficking Organization continued to wage over the next decade, included a violent battle for control of the Juarez-El Paso corridor. 

The Carrillo Fuentes Drug Trafficking Organization maintained its power in part through the payment of bribes to law enforcement and public officials, and through numerous acts of violence. The defendant VICENTE CARRILLO FUENTES, as a member and leader of the Carrillo Fuentes Drug Trafficking Organization, employed "sicarios," or hitmen, who carried out hundreds of acts of violence, including murders, assaults, kidnappings, assassinations and acts of torture at the direction of the defendant...”

(Juarez Cartel adapted from United States of America vs. Vicente Carrillo Fuentes. United States District Court Eastern District of New York. (2019).

Los Zetas Cartel

“Los Zetas Cartel – Los Zetas formed as an independent cartel in early 2010 when it officially splintered from the Gulf Cartel. At the time of the rupture, Los Zetas controlled drug trafficking in large parts of eastern, central, and southern Mexico. However, due to pressure from rival cartels, Mexican law enforcement, and internal conflicts, the influence of Los Zetas has lessened significantly in recent years. Los Zetas are currently divided into two rival factions: the Northeast Cartel (Cartel del Noreste or CDN), a rebranded form of mainstream Zetas, and a breakaway group, the Old School Zetas (Escuela Vieja or EV). Members of Los Zetas smuggle the majority of their illicit drugs through the border area between Del Rio and Falcon Lake, Texas, with a base of power in Nuevo Laredo, Mexico. Los Zetas’ members currently traffic methamphetamine, marijuana, cocaine, and heroin through key distribution hubs in Laredo, Dallas, and New Orleans” (DEA, 2019, p. 10-11). 

History of Los Zetas 

The Los Zetas is a powerful drug trafficking organization operating out of Mexico, which funnels thousands of kilograms of cocaine, marijuana, methamphetamine, and other narcotics into the United States each year. The Los Zetas are one of the largest drug cartels operating in Mexico today, with their influence stretching from Central America through Mexico and into cities throughout the United States. The organization is based in the city of Nuevo Laredo, Tamaulipas, Mexico, and has control over several other Mexican cities located on the United States-Mexico border, including Ciudad Acuna and Piedras Negras—both located in Coahuila, Mexico. The large-scale drug trafficking of this organization generates multi-million-dollar revenues.

The Los Zetas were first established to be the lethal enforcers for another Mexican drug cartel: The Gulf Cartel. The leaders of the Gulf Cartel recruited former members of the Mexican Army Special Forces from the Groupo Aeromovil de Fuerza Especiales (GAFES) in the late 1990s. However, over time the Los Zetas broke away from the Gulf Cartel and began to operate independently. Heriberto Lazcano, aka Z-3, was the leader of the Los Zetas from 2004 until his death on October 7, 2012, in Coahuila, Mexico. After his death, Miguel Angel Trevino Morales, aka Z-40 and his brother Oscar

Omar Trevino Morales, aka Z-42 assumed the leadership position. In April 2009 the President of the United States identified the Los Zetas as a significant foreign narcotics trafficker under the Kingpin Act and the U.S. Department of the Treasury’s Office of Foreign Assets Control (OFAC) designated Z-40 and Z-42 as specially designated narcotics traffickers pursuant to the Kingpin Act in July 2009 and March 2010, respectively.

The Los Zetas are organized in a hierarchical structure with certain groups or cells operating in tiers of command. Its members purchase bulk quantities of narcotics and sell them abroad as well as to other non-Los Zetas drug traffickers operating in Mexico. In addition to those considered actual members of the Los Zetas, any large scale narcotics trafficker operating in a region controlled by the Los Zetas must support and associate with the Los Zetas or risk execution. The Los Zetas not only supplies the drugs (marijuana, cocaine, methamphetamine, etc.) to the traffickers, they charge the traffickers a fee (called the “quota”) for the privilege of operating in Los Zetas territory. That fee includes cash payments as well as firearms and other munitions (ammunition, magazines, etc.). In addition to allowing these traffickers to operate in their territory, the Los Zetas supplies them with real-time intelligence about the movement and location of the Mexican military and law enforcement” (Adapted from U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement, 2016, para).

The alleged leader of Los Zetas Cartel is alleged to have a strong background in Dallas, Texas

“Treviño Morales frequented Dallas, Texas with his family. In 1993, he was apprehended in Dallas County and charged with avoiding police arrest, after he had tried to evade the police in a car chase that ended in a street dead end. He paid a $672-dollar fine and was subsequently released from the county prison. Few details are known of Treviño Morales's life in Dallas; the U.S. authorities believe he learned about "power, money, weapons and the vast consumer market for illegal drugs" while living in Texas. They also believe that he perceived an anti-Mexican bias among Americans, and especially towards Mexican immigrants like him. However, Treviño Morales considered Dallas his home because of his large family network that lives in the surrounding areas. According to U.S. investigators, he was last seen in the Dallas area in 2005 after entering the United States illegally, where visited his family and was said to have been at a strip club” (Miguel Treviño Morales, 2024, para). 

Sinaloa Cartel

Current Issue

“DALLAS, TEXAS... Today, the U.S. Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA) announced the results of a year-long national operation, “Operation Last Mile,” targeting operatives, associates, and distributors affiliated with the Sinaloa and Jalisco Cartels responsible for the last mile of fentanyl and methamphetamine distribution on our streets and on social media...DEA’s top operational priority is to defeat the Sinaloa and Jalisco Cartels—the two drug cartels based in Mexico that are responsible for the vast majority of the fentanyl and methamphetamine that is killing Americans... In Operation Last Mile, DEA tracked down distribution networks across the United States that are connected to the Sinaloa and Jalisco Cartels... The operation shows that the Sinaloa and Jalisco Cartels use violent local street gangs, criminal groups, and individuals across the United States to flood communities with huge amounts of fentanyl and methamphetamine, driving addiction, violence, and killing Americans... It also shows that the cartels and their associates use social media applications—like Facebook, Instagram, TikTok, and Snapchat—as well as encrypted platforms—like WhatsApp, Telegram, Signal, Wire, and Wickr—to coordinate logistics and reach out to victims...The DEA Dallas Field Division, which includes multiple offices in North Texas and the State of Oklahoma conducted 48 distinct investigations targeting both the Sinaloa and Jalisco Cartels, including 6 instances of overlapping involvement... In just a twelve-month period, over 339,000 fake pills and 133 pounds of fentanyl were seized, representing over 3.5 million deadly doses of this poison... Furthermore, DEA Dallas arrested 213 traffickers and seized over 1,300 pounds of methamphetamine, 501 weapons, and $5,451,008 in drug-related assets...” (DEA, 2023, para). 

“The Sinaloa Cartel is one of Mexico’s oldest criminal organizations, and one of the most violent and prolific polydrug-trafficking cartels in the world. They direct the smuggling of fentanyl and other illicit drugs into the United States every day, from smaller packages carried by human “mules” to thousands of pounds co- mingled with legitimate trade goods carried by tractor-trailers. The Sinaloa Cartel wields power through fear, threats, and violence, killing local police, journalists, members of other criminal groups who encroach on their territory without authorization – usually obtained by paying a “piso”3 – civilian victims “in the wrong place at the wrong time,” and even killing their own members for perceived disloyalty, disobedience, or to send a message. The cartel commits crimes to further and protect their drug interests, like bribery, extortion, and weapons trafficking; and they commit crimes for pure profit, such as human smuggling and trafficking” (DEA, 2024, p. 4).  

Joaquin Guzman-Loera (El Chapo)

El





















[image: image]






















[image: image]

















































[image: image]






















































[image: image]






















































[image: image]









[image: image]










































[image: image]



























































































































[image: image]

























































































































































[image: image]




















































































[image: image]





































































































































































[image: image]




















































[image: image]

































































	Jamaicans, when they infiltrate a new area, will seek out single black females, with dependents who are generally on public assistance, to facilitate their operations by securing rental cars, leasing apartments and stores to distribute the crack. 

	Jamaicans are now using letters to code telephone numbers in their address and telephone directories. 

	Jamaicans also utilize rental cars, buses and AMTRAK trains for their couriers to transport cocaine HCL from large urban areas to other distribution sites in the United States and Canada. Invariably, the cocaine HCL will be converted to crack locally.
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	Restaurants

	Reggae bands

	Auto body repair shops

	Used car dealerships.
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