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        One family fighting for their existence. Two families growing bigger. And a group of friends who know that their strength is in their love and support.

      

      

      
        
        Nathan

        We’re finally settling into our new house, getting used to the place, but the problems still aren’t behind us.

        We keep fighting, but with the support of everyone around us, it may actually work out.

      

      

      
        
        Zeke

        As my belly keeps growing, our family seems to grow closer together too. We’re not out of the woods with my parents’ threats yet, but we’ve got hope.

        Luckily, there are a lot of things to take care of, lots of things to do to keep my mind off the case, like Christmas and birthday parties.

      

      

      
        
        Wes

        Life is hectic with four kids, and while I can’t wait for Zeke’s baby to be born, I also know it will only get more crazy around here. School recitals, birthday parties and visits to the doctor for sonograms for Zeke are all part of life now.

        I wouldn’t have been able to do this all without the help of my mates and my friends, they are my strength, they are how I keep doing this.

      

      

      
        
        This is the seventh novella about Alpha Nathan and Omegas Zeke and Wes in Omegas’ Destined Alpha, which takes place in the non-shifter Omegaverse Mates World and contains mpreg (male-pregnancy).
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      The next few weeks are going to be so busy, but I know most of it is going to be good things. Only, today, we’ve got to be back in court again.

      Zeke’s parents have brought in some experts or something and I know that it’s probably going to be very emotional and heavy again. Luckily, after that, we’ve got a lot of fun things to look forward to.

      On Thursday we’ve got a Christmas recital for Oliver and Josie at their school and on Saturday Clay and Aiden’s little boys, Danny and Mikey, are having their first birthday party and then a couple of days after that, we’ve got Christmas dinner with the whole family.

      Oh, yeah. And we’re starting to move things into our new house.

      Our house.

      It’s real.

      We finished the painting last weekend and the kids chose their own colours and everything for their rooms and we’ll hopefully be moving their beds and other things during Christmas break next week.

      But that’s a week away. That’s not today. Today, our focus is on less fun things. Like the court case.

      I take a deep breath as I open the door of Clay’s apartment. I’ve got a key now, made things a little easier since we’re all family anyway and I ‘drop by’ a lot, aka I basically live here.

      Zeke is carrying Danny around the living room, bouncing him up and down a little. The little boy is crying and looking very unhappy.

      At the kitchen table, Aiden is sitting with Mikey, who doesn’t seem to understand what’s going on with his twin at all.

      “Morning.” I close the door and Zeke comes my way.

      “Morning.” He leans in and I give him a quick kiss.

      “What’s wrong with the boy?” I take my jacket off, it’s really cold outside, though there’s no snow yet.

      “He woke up unhappy and has been crying almost all morning.” Zeke pulls the boy closer again. “Hey, little man, do you want someone else to carry you?”

      He looks up at me. “Please? My arms are tired, but as soon as I stop moving, he starts screaming.”

      “Sure.” I reach out and Zeke hands Danny to me.

      The little boy starts sniffing and I can already feel him tense his body to start screaming, like Zeke said. I start bouncing him up and down a little, and then follow Zeke back to the kitchen table.

      “Morning.” I nod at Aiden, who looks exhausted.

      “Morning.” He yawns. “Sorry about the crying baby.”

      “It’s okay.” I keep walking through the kitchen. “Is Wes around?”

      “Wes and Clay are dropping the kids off at school, and they’re going to do some grocery shopping after that. Seemed easier now than doing it after we get back from court.” Zeke sighs. “I wish this was over yet. It’s… It’s tiring.”

      “Yeah.” I slow down my movements a little, it seems that Danny has calmed down some. “We all wish this was over.”

      Over and done with. Our lives shaping into some resemblance of normal, even though we’ve not had that before.

      This craziness has been our ‘normal’ from the start, but I’d like for all of it to settle down so that we could at least get some time in together that’s calmer.

      I guess that we’re getting all the stress out of the way before we get to normal, it has got to make life easier later on.

      Has to, right?
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      I keep my arms around Zeke and Wes as we walk into the courtroom, getting to our places at the front.

      Wes has been really quiet the whole way here and I know that he’s taken something to calm himself down, but I’m still a little worried about him.

      If we never have to be in court again, if Wes never has to have a panic attack about losing Zeke ever again, it would be far too soon. I hate seeing my mates like this.

      Sarah is already sitting in her chair at the end of the table and she takes Wes’ hand for a moment. “It’ll be okay.”

      He nods, but I still feel the tension in his body.

      We sit down and Ezra quickly joins us too.

      “Any news?” Zeke looks at Ezra.

      “Some. But I don’t know how it’ll play out.” Ezra doesn’t look very happy though.

      Last week, the doctor who ‘treated’ Zeke when his parents were trying to force him to mate with Jonah was arrested. But apart from some news that day, we’ve not heard anything since.

      I don’t know if that should be worrying us or not. But it does make today a little less predictable in terms of what’s going to happen.

      “Okay.” Zeke nods, looking at me a little. His eyes are dark with worry. Then his eyes flit to Wes.

      “Let’s swap chairs.” I squeeze Wes’ arm a little.

      “What?” He looks up, confused.

      “You and me, let’s swap. That way you can sit next to Zeke.” I know that that usually calms Wes down more.

      No matter how much I like being in the middle of them, it’s usually safer for me to let one of them be in the middle. Their bond is much too strong to get between. And I know that this goes double for Wes.

      “Why?” Wes blinks as I stand up.

      “I’d prefer it.” Zeke smiles softly at Wes.

      Wes nods and stands up, sitting in my chair as I take his. The difference in Wes is immediately visible as he takes Zeke’s hand.

      Sarah taps me on my shoulder. “How are they?”

      I look at my mates before I look back at her. “I don’t know.”

      She nods, her eyes dark. “This can’t be good for them. For anyone, but especially for them.”

      “I know.” I’m hoping that after this is all over that I can take my mates to our own home, at least for a couple of hours.

      That way I can just be with them without any interruptions. We’re going to need it. I know that already.

      Looking at Zeke and Wes, we’re going to need some quiet time together later, because they seem extra stressed today, both of them.

      Zeke’s parents and Jonah come in, sitting down at the other table. Zeke eyes them for a moment, but then deliberately looks away from them. Zeke’s parents also look a little rattled, though Jonah still looks as sure of himself as ever.

      The room goes quiet as the judge comes in. It’s starting.

      Another day in this room, another day of being told some of the most horrible things.

      Another day in court.
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      “Wes.” Zeke leans to him, a note of anxiety in his voice.

      Zeke’s parents’ lawyer doesn’t look back at the table, instead, he asks the next question of their ‘expert’. “So, in your research, did you find that Omegas who are in promised mate relationships do better or worse emotionally and physically than those who are not?”

      This ‘expert’ apparently was able to validate the arranged and forced mating by somehow insisting that Alphas and Omegas in them were happier or healthier or something like that.
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