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This book is dedicated to all my teachers throughout my life, beginning with my parents, Ervin and Isabel McCullough. Looking back, I wish I knew then what I know now but didn’t have a clue I’d ever need to know. (Guess that’s what teachers are for…)
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Foreword


Education is a social process. Education is growth. Education is not preparation for life. Education is life itself.

John Dewey, Educator

Good teaching is one-fourth preparation and three-fourths theatre.

Gail Godwin, Author

The greatest sign of success for a teacher is to be able to say, “The children are now working as if I did not exist.”

Maria Montessori, Educator



One of the most profound concepts to have emerged in educational philosophy during the last decade is the realization that people have different, equally valid ways of learning. Based on their own unique experiences, frames of reference, prior knowledge and cognitive skills and structures, different individuals possess different “intelligences” and will understand and utilize information differently.

Some people learn more easily by visual reference, others by focusing on auditory cues. Some learn best by reading and rote memorization, others by hands-on doing and problem-solving tasks. It has become clear that, along the daily journey of acquiring knowledge, there are many paths to the same goal.

The challenge for today’s educator — at any grade level — is to create an interactive and collaborative learning environment that can accommodate students’ varying “intelligences.” Drama, with its inherent capacity to tap and synthesize a wide range of skills and expressive modes, is a highly effective way of achieving this goal.

The plays in the “Now I Get It!” series are short drama pieces designed to help teachers convey basic curriculum material in Science, Math, Language and Social Studies. While almost any play can be used in some way to complement or illustrate a particular topic at hand, the “Now I Get It!” plays are specifically designed to serve as focused learning exercises to boost comprehension and creativity in the elementary classroom.

I’ve called these plays skits, not to downgrade their utility or seriousness of purpose but rather to reassure teachers that one need not be a trained drama specialist to make effective use of basic theatrical techniques in the classroom. There are several dictionary definitions of skit; the one I prefer is “a short dramatic piece, especially one done by amateurs,”1 possibly derived from an 18th-century English dialect term skite, meaning “to move quickly” — which is exactly what a well-written, well-executed skit does.

As an aid to curriculum development during the last decade, many state education departments have adopted basic standards or “proficiencies” in each subject area. These proficiencies are goals for student learning that emphasize specific concepts and skills; teachers are free to organize methods of instruction to best meet their students’ needs.

In the State of Indiana, where I currently reside, the Indiana Department of Education has cited the following eight proficiencies in English/Language Arts2:


	exhibiting a positive attitude toward language and learning

	selecting and applying effective strategies for reading

	comprehending developmentally appropriate materials

	select and using developmentally appropriate strategies for writing

	writing for different purposes and audiences producing a variety of forms

	using prior knowledge and content area information to make critical judgments

	communicating orally with people of all ages

	recognizing the interrelatedness of language, literature and culture



In effect, each English/Language Arts course at every grade level should contribute to aiding students in attaining these proficiencies. Drama facilitates this process by being an elastic and inclusive medium that offers students a firm organizational structure along with the freedom to reshape that structure into a wholly new learning experience.

Each “Now I Get It!” play is accompanied by a list of suggested pre- and post-play activities and discussion questions; consider these plays foundations and stepping stones for further research and learning by your students. Though each play script is self-contained and based on actual lesson material, the format allows for additional information you might want to insert. Obviously, a short skit can cover nothing more than the basic outline of a lesson and the merest surface of a topic. I have supplied only rudimentary stage and lighting directions. Use your imagination to expand or adapt the plays for your classroom space, your student population, your curriculum needs. Then, once you’ve got the hang of it, have students write their own plays for other lessons!

If you’re a teacher, the“Now I Get It!” plays are a great way of imparting basic knowledge to students, then inspiring them to discover more on their own. For parents, at-home production of the plays helps parents and children achieve a “good goal” together. Parents get to see their children at their most vibrant and creative. Children get to excel for their parents, and they become more self-motivated and self-reliant, especially in terms of socializing with other children. By going through the process of creating and interpreting a play for an audience — even if the audience is only the family or the classroom — adults and children learn to listen to each other better.

And for kids, is there really any better way to learn the rules of grammar than by playing a dancing participle?

L.E. McCullough, Ph.D.

Humanities Theatre Group

Indiana University-Purdue University at Indianapolis Indianapolis, Indiana

Footnotes

1 Merriam Webster’s Collegiate Dictionary, 10th Edition, 1993.

2 English/Language Arts Proficiency Guide: Essential Skills for Indiana Students, Indiana Department of Education, 1999.
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language arts



 

CRYSTAL: Always say good things about your English teacher?

MS. WINTERS: Only if you want to be quoted!


(All laugh; LIGHTS OUT.)



THE END
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Opening Stage Plan — The Parts of Speech

1 Nom
2 Vi
3 Priaclia
& Anna
8 Angoia
8 Pameis
7 Por
2 Edc
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