
APPENDIX I
Benbow’s Chronology

1642

August. Outbreak of English Civil War

Colonel John Benbow, possibly Admiral John Benbow’s father or uncle, declares for Parliament.

1647

August. Cromwell seizes power in London with Charles I captive.

1649

30 January. Charles I executed.

1651

Colonel John Benbow swaps sides and declares for the Royalists.

3 September. Charles II defeated at Worcester and escapes abroad.

15 October. Colonel John Benbow executed as a traitor at Shrewsbury Castle.

c. 1652

John Benbow, the future Admiral, is born.

1652–4

First Dutch War.

1658

3 September. Oliver Cromwell dies and his son, Richard, takes power.

1660

28 May. Charles II leaves exile and is restored to the throne.

1662

Charles II marries Catherine of Braganza and receives the colonies of Tangier and Bombay as part of her dowry.

c. 1665

Benbow possibly moves to Shropshire to work as a bargeman on the Severn.

1665–7

Second Dutch War

1672–4

Third Dutch War

1676

Sir John Narborough sent to the Mediterranean to wage war against Barbary Pirates.

1677

The Admiralty launches its Thirty Ships building programme.

1678

27 January. Benbow joins HMS Phoenix from another, unknown, British warship as Master’s Mate and sails for Tangier with Herbert.

Spring. A Moroccan army masses at Tangier.

30 April. Benbow promoted to Master’s Mate of Herbert’s flagship Rupert.

1679

15 June. Benbow promoted to Master of HMS Nonsuch.

1680

March. Mulai Ismail launches full assault on Tangier.

27 October. Moorish army routed at Tangier by English and Spanish cavalry charge.

1681

27–28 March. Corsair the Golden Horse of Algiers is captured.

Benbow Court Martialled.

August. HMS Nonsuch sent home. Benbow paid off.

1682

Peace secured with Algiers that would last until 1833.

1683

16 June. Benbow sails on merchant voyage to Mediterranean as captain of ketch London.

3 December. Benbow sails on merchant voyage to Mediterranean as captain of pink Joseph.

1684

6 February. Tangier abandoned by English forces.

17 July. Benbow sails on merchant voyage to Mediterranean as captain of pink Joseph.

1685

6 February. Charles II dies. James Stuart crowned James II of England and VII of Scotland.

13 November. Benbow sails on merchant voyage to Mediterranean as captain of Malaga Frigate.

1686

May. Benbow returns with the Malaga Frigate and leaves immediately for another Mediterranean voyage.

Benbow possibly attacked by Corsairs and possibly decapitates thirteen corsairs and presents the heads in a sack to Cadiz magistrates.

1687

May. Benbow possibly fights off another Corsair attack.

5 December. Benbow returns on Malaga Frigate and leaves immediately for another cruise.

1688

22 June. Benbow returns on Malaga Frigate and leaves immediately. He does not return.

25 September. France declares war on the League of Augsburg. The Nine Years’ War begins.

18 October. Dutch invasion fleet sails but is beaten back by bad weather.

1 November. Dutch invasion fleet sails again. William lands in Torbay.

1689

12 February. William and Mary crowned King and Queen of England.

11 May. Herbert beaten off at the Battle of Bantry Bay. There is no evidence of Benbow’s involvement but it is not out of the question as, in June, he joins the Elizabeth from another, unknown ship.

8 June. Benbow rated Third Lieutenant of the Third Rate HMS Elizabeth, Herbert’s flagship. He has come from another, unknown British warship.

20 September. Benbow promoted to Captain of the Third Rate HMS York, an extraordinary jump in rank.

26 October. Benbow made Captain of the Third Rate HMS Bonaventure.

8 November. Benbow appointed Master Attendant of Chatham Dockyard.

12 November. Benbow made Captain of the First Rate HMS Britannia. His journey from Third Lieutenant of a Third Rate to Captain of a First Rate is completed in five months without any enemy contact or significant operation of any kind. Nothing is more indicative of his involvement in the Revolution of 1688 than this fast-tracking of his career in 1689.

18 November. HMS Britannia docked and found to be rotten.

December. Work is begun on a new dockyard at Plymouth.

1690

March. Benbow applies to Trinity House for a Master’s certificate.

14 Benbow appointed Master Attendant of Deptford Dockyard.

2 April. Benbow appointed Master of the First Rate HMS Royal Sovereign, Herbert’s flagship.

30 June. Battle of Beachy Head. Combined British and Dutch fleet defeated by the French who gain absolute control of the Channel but fail to take advantage. Benbow present on board HMS Royal Sovereign.

1691

Spring. Benbow moves to the newly-repaired HMS Britannia, serving under Russell.

The campaign season is spent hunting unsuccessfully for Tourville in the Western Approaches.

1692

11 February. Benbow elected to the Younger Brethren of Trinity House.

4 May. Benbow elected to the Elder Brethren of Trinity House, an extraordinarily fast promotion.

June. Trinity House approves proposals for an offshore lighthouse on the Eddystone Rocks off Plymouth.

18-24 May. Battle of Barfleur/La Hougue. French fleet destroyed by English fireships. Benbow not present.

July. Invasion of St. Malo aborted at the last minute because of strategic indecision. Benbow was instrumental in the impressive logistical preparations.

1693

The French navy adopt the Guerre de Course, attacking British trade with squadrons of privateers.

17 June. The Smyrna convoy is captured by the French, the British lose 82 merchantmen sunk or captured.

November. Benbow bombards St. Malo, burns the convent and explodes a 300-ton machine vessel in the harbour.

1694

Spring. Benbow cruises off St Malo capturing several prizes.

June. English attack near Brest beaten off with heavy casualties.

July. Benbow bombards Dieppe and Le Havre with great success.

August. Benbow cruising again off St Malo and takes several prizes.

September. Benbow is instrumental in the bombardment of Dunkirk that ends in frustration and failure.

September. Benbow brings his bombardment fleet through sandbanks off Calais but is forced clear by adverse winds.

September. Benbow is granted pay of Rear-Admiral.

December. Mary dies and William commits himself to build a hospital for seamen at Greenwich, one of Mary’s favourite schemes. Benbow serves on the Grand Committee and Revenue Sub-Committee to oversee design and construction.

1695

March. Benbow cruises off St Malo, takes several prizes and captures a fort near Granville.

June. Benbow bombards St Malo and Granville with great success.

September. Benbow is requested by name to escort an East India Convoy.

1696

April. Benbow promoted to Rear-Admiral of the Blue. He bombards Calais.

3 May. Benbow discharged from his post as Master Attendant at Deptford.

May. Benbow blockades Dunkirk but Bart escapes and captures a large Dutch convoy. Benbow chases Bart into the Kattegat Sea before being forced home for victuals and repair.

June. Benbow escorts home the Hamburg and Muscovy convoys.

June. Benbow leases Sayes Court.

September. Benbow twice chases squadrons of privateers but with no success as his ships are in such poor condition.

December. Benbow cruises in the western approaches of the Channel to protect British trade, a fundamental shift in the geography of British naval strategy.

1697

May. Benbow cruises in the western approaches and escorts East India Convoy outbound and Virginia convoy inbound.

July. Benbow takes several prizes off Brest and then more off Dunkirk. 10 September. Treaty of Ryswick ends the Nine Year’s War. Benbow helps bring troops back from Flanders.

1698

January. Peter the Great arrives in England and sub-lets Sayes Court from Benbow.

May. Benbow petitions the Admiralty to cover the repair costs after Peter’s destruction of Sayes Court.

November. The Scots found the Darien colony.

28 November. Benbow escorts Edmund Halley to the Azores on the way to the Caribbean. Benbow goes on to cruise the Caribbean gathering hydrographical, military and political intelligence.

1699

Spring. Rumours arrive that Captain Kidd is sheltering in the Caribbean. Benbow hunts for him unsuccessfully.

June. Benbow heads home via the eastern Seaboard of America. He takes home some, and possibly all, of Captain Kidd’s recovered treasure, several of his men and some from Henry Avery’s crew.

1700

April. Benbow is prompted to Rear-Admiral of the Red.

July. Benbow is promoted to Vice-Admiral of the Blue.

November. Charles II of Spain dies naming the duc D’Anjou, grandson of Louis XIV of France as his sole heir. His will is contested.

November. With war on the horizon Benbow prepares his fleet for another Caribbean cruise.

1701

October. Benbow cruises off the Azores unsuccessfully for the Spanish flota.

November. Benbow arrives in the Caribbean.

1702

January. Benbow builds a hospital on Jamaica.

8 March. William III dies and Anne, daughter of James II, becomes Queen.

23 April. War is declared against France, which becomes known as the War of the Spanish Succession and lasts for eleven years.

May. Sir John Munden fails to intercept French a convoy bound for Caribbean and is discharged.

18 August. Benbow’s last fight.

4 November. Benbow dies.

1703

16 April. Captains Kirkby and Wade are executed in Plymouth. The minutes of their Court Martial are published, the first naval trial ever to be made accessible to the general public.

1705

A defence of Richard Kirkby is published, probably written by his sister.

1708

Benbow’s son, John, enjoys some brief fame for surviving a shipwreck and living as a castaway on Madagascar for four years.

1744

The minutes of Kirkby and Wade’s trial are published once more in the aftermath of the indecisive battle of Toulon.

1778

The minutes of Kirkby and Wade’s trial are published again, this time in the aftermath of the indecisive Battle of Ushant.

1805

Benbow starts to become known as the ‘Nelson of his time’ in the aftermath of the death of Nelson at the battle of Trafalgar.

1813

The 74-gun HMS Benbow is launched at Rotherhithe. Two other warships with his name follow in 1888 and 1913.

1838–1880

Benbow’s fame grows amid increased interest in the ‘heroic age of sail’ as steampower eclipses sail.

1881–2

Robert Louis Stevenson’s Treasure Island is first serialised as The Sea Cook making Benbow’s name famous to an entirely new audience.

1967

Ned Sherrin and Caryl Brahms co-author Benbow Was His Name, a novel loosely based on his life.


APPENDIX II
Benbow’s Warships

If the late seventeenth century is frustrating for its shortage of written sources, it is particularly blessed with images of warships which make that period unique. But whereas the visual record of warships from the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries is characterized by detailed ship plans of increasing complexity as draughtsmen were forced to incorporate things like steam engines, torpedo tubes and electrical wiring, there is simply no equivalent portfolio of technical drawings from the seventeenth century. There is, however, a significant archive of warship portraits made by draughtsmen of extraordinary skill, and these portraits tell us a great deal about the warships of the time and in many instances offer insights into the appearance and even performance of these warships that no technical drawing, however minutely detailed, could ever illuminate. This archive exists largely because of two Dutchmen: Willem van de Velde and his son, also called Willem. They came to England in 1673 to work for Charles II and surveyed a large portion of the English fleet at various times over the following years. Their images are all highly distinctive.

There is also an impressive archive of exquisite ship models from exactly this period. These models provide the three-dimensional details that the drawings cannot, and reveal just how colourful the ships were with their gilded sterns and painted gunports. Because Benbow’s career spanned the exact years in which ship modelling and portraiture reached a level of professional skill previously unknown, it is both possible and rewarding to compile a visual appendix of some of the vessels on which he served.

It is important to realize, however, that this appendix is not comprehensive in a number of ways. There are both gaps in our knowledge of Benbow’s naval career, and there are certain ships that do not have a positively identified portrait or model. We know, for example, that Benbow served aboard at least one other ship before he joined his first recorded ship, the Phoenix. We also know that, after the Glorious Revolution of 1688, he served aboard another, unknown one before he was made third lieutenant of Herbert’s flagship, the Elizabeth. Benbow was also highly mobile between 1693 and 1697, when he launched operations against the coast of France, blockaded Dunkirk, escorted convoys in the Atlantic and North Sea and cruised the western approaches. Frequently the ships’ administrators had trouble keeping up. We know, for example, that in October 1696 Benbow came aboard the Third Rate Lancaster, but we don’t know how long he stayed, where he had come from or where he went,1 and that summer he was on the paybooks of both the Suffolk (7 May to 22 September) and the Norfolk (23 July to 5 October).2 For reasons of space those ships on which Benbow spent a very short period, or for which his presence is known but the dates are uncertain, have been omitted. These are: the York (two weeks in October/November 1689); Experiment Galley (May 1696), whose docking he oversaw at Chatham in the first few weeks of 1690; Devonshire (May 1697); Cornwall (June 1697); Lancaster (an unknown period in 1697); Torbay (July 1697); Newarke (July 1697); Centurion (November 1697).

The portraits and models, moreover, are not always easy to identify. In some instances they are given a title, but in others that title does not exist or the paper has been torn, leaving a tantalizing glimpse of two or perhaps three letters. Nevertheless, our knowledge of shipbuilding and design from the period is sufficiently detailed that, in some cases, we can recognize a ship from her appearance alone, or at least establish her class. In the instances where Benbow’s ships cannot be positively identified with a model or image, I have chosen an image from the same or a similar class. In some instances the similarity between ships of the same class was such that they were identical to any but the most critical eye. This appendix, therefore, can be taken as a fair representation of the most significant ships in Benbow’s career.

These images reveal a career that directly reflects the most significant strategic shifts in the period. Benbow begins in the late 1670s aboard small, fast ships, perfect for hunting corsairs in foreign waters and then, after 1688, serves aboard increasingly larger ones. By 1690 he is aboard the Britannia and then the Royal Sovereign, two of the largest ships yet built by English shipwrights, designed to face the mighty battle fleets of Louis XIV – a new and very different threat from the Barbary corsairs. After the defeat of the French at Barfleur in 1692 things change once again and Benbow starts to work on small and nimble ships well suited to coastal operations, exemplified by the Charles Galley and the Kitchen. There is another change in 1696, towards larger ships such as the Suffolk and Duke, when he is blockading ports, chasing squadrons of privateers and hoping for fleet battle. The peace of 1697 brings yet another change as Benbow heads towards the Caribbean for a peacetime operation of exploration and discovery, requiring a small ship and yet one large enough to cope with any pirate threat. A year later and with war on the horizon he returns to the Caribbean with a much larger one designed for fleet battle.

Thus the size and type of Benbow’s ships together trace the fortunes of England throughout the period. The images are important because they make the point as clearly as anything else – that this was by no means a period of sustained warfare of a single type against a single enemy. Between 1670 and 1702 the Royal Navy was constantly challenged in new ways, and its response was always different, usually appropriate and occasionally effective.



LK – Length of Keel

B – Beam

DH – Depth in hold

Dimensions are feet and inches and are taken from David Lyon’s Sailing Navy List (1983), Brian Lavery’s Ship of the Line (1983) and Frank Fox’s Great Ships (1980).



PHOENIX

27 January to 18 April 1678, Master’s Mate

A Fourth Rate of forty-two guns, the Phoenix was built at Portsmouth in 1671 and survived for only twenty-one years. She was burned near Malaga on 12 April 1692 to prevent capture by the French. Originally built as a Fifth Rate, she was found capable of carrying the armament of a Fourth Rate and was reclassified soon after construction. Note the gunport wreaths around the upper tier, a characteristic of the period. Small and fast, she was an excellent ship for coastal operations against commerce raiders like the Barbary corsairs
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The Fourth Rate Phoenix by Van de Velde the Younger c.1675

Built: Anthony Deane, Portsmouth 1671

LK: 89.0       B: 27.10     DH: 11.2

Tons: 367      Guns: 40

Fate: Burned to avoid capture 1692



RUPERT

30 April 1678 to 13 June 1679, Master’s Mate

A far larger ship than the Phoenix, the Rupert was a Third Rate of sixty-six guns. She was built in Harwich in 1666 by Sir Anthony Deane and with the help of two rebuilds survived until 1769, when she was broken up. Not excessively large, she was an ideal flagship for sustained operations in foreign waters. Benbow still served aboard her as Master’s Mate, but as she was Herbert’s flagship this was very much a promotion. The painting on the jacket, ‘Resolution in a Gale’ by Van de Velde the Younger, is also a fair representation of the Rupert. Though larger, the Resolution was built in the same yard by the same ship-wright and only a year later.

[image: Image]

An English Third Rate by Van de Velde the Elder c.1673. Probably the Rupert

Built: Anthony Deane, Harwich 1666

LK: 119        B: 36.3     DH: 17.1

Tons: 791      Guns: 64

Fate: Wrecked 1703



NONSUCH

15 June 1679 to August 1681, Master

The Nonsuch was of a similar size to Benbow’s first recorded ship, the Phoenix. Built in Portsmouth in 1668, she was armed with forty-two guns. What cannot be seen from this image is that, as an experiment, she was built with the grain of all of her timbers running in the same direction, supposedly to increase her speed. The Nonsuch was a very fast ship, but this was generally attributed to the skill of the shipwright, Anthony Deane, and not to her novel construction. Speed was a huge advantage in warfare against the corsairs’ vessels, many of which could be rowed. Although the Nonsuch was smaller than the Rupert, this was a promotion for Benbow as he now served aboard her as Master.
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An unidentified 40-gun Fifth Rate c.1670 similar to the Nonsuch

Built: William Castle, Deptford 1696

LK: 109        B: 34.2 DH: 13.9

Tons: 676      Guns: 50

Fate: Hulk 1740, broken up 1745



ELIZABETH

9 June to 20 Sept 1689, Third Lieutenant

This was the first ship that Benbow served on as a commissioned officer. The Elizabeth was a 70-gun Third Rate built in Deptford in 1679 as part of the Thirty Ships programme of 1677. Benbow would serve on three more ships of this class, the Northumberland (p.339), the Suffolk (p.341) and the Lenox (p.343). This is not surprising because, of the thirty ships ordered in 1677, twenty were Third Rates like the Elizabeth. It was the first time in history that so many large ships had been built at once. They were all very similar, deliberately standardized more than ever before so that fixtures and fittings could be interchanged in order to reduce cost and ease repair. They were, generally speaking, good ships.

The Elizabeth was the largest ship on which Benbow had yet served. Over seven feet longer than the Rupert, she was larger by 282 tons. She was also Herbert’s flagship, as the Rupert had been, and Benbow would have been involved in her repair as Master Attendant at Chatham at the beginning of 1690.
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The Third Rate Elizabeth by Van de Velde the Elder c.1680

Built: William Castle, Deptford 1679

LK: 137.6    B: 40.11 ½   DH: 16.8 ½

Tons: 1108   Guns: 70

Fate: Rebuilt 1704



YORK

20 September to 26 October 1689, Captain

The first ship that Benbow commanded, the York was the oldest of all those he had served on so far. A 54-gunner built under the Commonwealth in 1654 – only four years after Benbow’s birth – she was originally named the Marston Moor in celebration of the famous Parliamentarian victory over Prince Rupert. She was renamed in 1660, when Charles II was restored to the throne, along with other ships whose names Charles would find distasteful. The Naseby, commemorating the Parliamentarian victory of June 1645, thus became the Royal Charles; the Worcester, commemorating the victory of 1651, became the Dunkirk; the Nantwich, commemorating the victory of 1644, became the Bredah. The ships were all hastily redecorated to show the Stuart Royal Arms visible here at the stern. The drawing can be accurately dated because of the inscription on the stern ‘1674’, although she would have appeared slightly different when Benbow commanded her, as in 1688 she had been assigned sixty-two guns whereas she is shown here with her original armament of fifty-four. The York was wrecked in the great storm of 1703 on the Shipwash Bank off Harwich.
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The Third Rate York by Van de Velde the Elder, 1674

Built: by Henry Johnson, Blackwall 1654. Originally named Marston Moor to celebrate the decisive Parliamentarian victory of 1644. Renamed York at the restoration of Charles II in 1660.

LK: 116      B: 34.6      DH: 14.2      Tons: 734      Guns: 60

Fate: Wrecked 1703



BRITANNIA

12 November 1689 to early January 1690, Captain (commission not confirmed owing to ship’s rotten state) 13 April 1691 to ?, Second Captain

This was the largest ship on which Benbow ever served, a First Rate of three decks and 104 guns – all but two of which were brass. The Britannia was part of the 1677 Thirty Ships programme that produced the Third Rates Elizabeth (p.333), Northumberland (p.339) and Suffolk (p.343) but was the sole First Rate of that programme. Launched in 1682, she spent the next seven years of her life rotting in the River Medway and had to be repaired before she was finally commissioned in March 1691. Even then she was found to be a poor sailer and was re-docked for girdling to improve her stability. She was 1,708 tons burden when Benbow sailed on her in the spring of 1691, 600 tons larger (heavier) than any ship Benbow had ever sailed on. Benbow knew the Britannia well. As Master Attendant at Chatham in the winter of 1689–90 he was involved in her docking and the discovery that she was so rotten that she could not be commissioned. It was not until the following year that she was afloat once more, and it was then that Benbow served aboard her as Second Captain.
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The First Rate Britannia by Van de Velde the Elder c.1685

Built: Phineas Pett, Chatham 1682

LK: 146        B: 47.4            DH: 17.2 ½

Tons: 1739    Guns: 100

Fate: Rebuilt 1719



ROYAL SOVEREIGN

2 April 1690 to ?, Master

The Royal Sovereign was another First Rate of 100 guns, and the third of Herbert’s flagships on which Benbow served. Originally Peter Pett’s Sovereign of the Seas, built at Woolwich in 1635–7 for Charles I as a magnificent symbol of prestige, by the time Benbow served aboard her she had already been rebuilt twice, in 1660 and 1685. She was burned by accident at Chatham in January 1697. The accident would have profoundly shocked everyone, like Benbow, who was working in the King’s yards. This rare bow-view of the Royal Sovereign clearly shows the exaggerated tumblehome that was so characteristic of ships of this period. She is shown here lying in ordinary off Gillingham in 1685. Note the magnificent lion figurehead she had received in her great repair of 1685.
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The First Rate Royal Sovereign by Van de Velde the Elder c.1685

Built: Lee, Chatham 1685

LK: 135.6

B: 48.4

DH: 19.4

Tons: 1683

Guns: 100

Fate: Burnt by accident 1697



NORWICH

September 1693 to ?, Captain

Benbow commanded the 1693 bombardment of St Malo from the Norwich. A Fourth Rate 48-gunner, she was brand new and had been built at Deptford during the time when Benbow worked there as Master Attendant. He would have known her intimately. Note again how the size of ships has changed to reflect the change in strategy. By now the French battle fleet had been defeated at Barfleur, and Louis, strapped for cash, had changed his naval strategy to commerce-raiding. The English responded, and for the next stage of the war Benbow commanded small, fast or handy craft for coastal operations against France. In this particularly fine model the mainwales have been finished in walnut veneer. The rig is an accurate representation of the period, although it was rebuilt in 1937. Note the characteristic seventeenth-century short mizzen-mast with its lateen yard and the spritsail topmast.
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A Navy Board model of a Fourth Rate c.1695 similar to the Norwich

Built: Castle, Deptford 1693

LK: 101.6

B: 33.10

DH: 13.6 ½

Tons: 618

Guns: 50

Fate: Rebuilt 1718



KITCHEN

September 1694, Captain

During the bombardment campaigns Benbow would have used small ships for the close inshore work of sounding the approaches to his targets, and the one documented example is his use of the Kitchen to sound the approaches to Calais in 1694. She was a bomb vessel converted in 1692 from a yacht built in Rotherhithe in 1670. This image shows her before she was converted. Benbow would have known her like this because she was converted at Deptford when he was Master Attendant, and it is likely that he selected her as a suitable ship for conversion.
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The Bomb Vessel Kitchen by Van de Velde the Younger c.1686

Built: Castle, Rotherhithe 1692

LK: 49.6       B: 19.6 DH: 8

Tons: 100      Guns: 8

Fate: Sold 1698



NORTHUMBERLAND

16 June to 9 August 1695, Captain

Benbow conducted the second bombardment of St Malo from the decks of the Northumberland, a powerful 70-gun Third Rate, significantly larger than the ship from which he had commanded the first attack, the Norwich. Unusually for a Third Rate of the time, she was built in a private yard, Francis Bayley of Bristol. She, like the York, was wrecked in the Great Storm of 1703. She was one of twenty similar Third Rates all built in the 1677 building programme. This portrait is of an unidentified member of that class and could be the Northumberland. Benbow sailed two other ships of this class, each with more detailed portraits: the Suffolk (p.341) and Elizabeth (p.333).
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A Third Rate of the 1677 programme by Van de Velde the Elder, possibly the Northumberland

Built: Baylie, Bristol 1679

LK: 137      B: 40.4               DH: 17

Tons: 1050  Guns: 70

Fate: Wrecked 1703



CHARLES GALLEY

July 1695, Captain

From the Northumberland Benbow moved to the nimble, oar-powered Charles Galley to command the inshore squadron for the second St Malo attack. She was one of only two powerful galley-frigates designed for operations against the Barbary corsairs. She had particularly fine lines and was armed with thirty-two guns. The oar ports are clearly visible just above the waterline. This painting is one of three on wood panels that were commissioned by the Woolwich shipwright Phineas Pett, on the personal instructions of Charles II, for the cabin of the royal yacht Charlotte, built in 1677.3 The Charles Galley is similar to the Adventure Galley, the naval ship that William Kidd commanded in the Indian Ocean when he turned pirate. Benbow also used the similar Experiment Galley for his coastal operations in 1696.
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The Charles Galley by Van de Velde the Younger, 1677

Built: Lawrence (Surveyor), Woolwich, 1693

LK: 124         B: 28.10        DH: 9

Tons: 548 ¼   Guns: 36

Fate: Broken up 1710



SUFFOLK

7 May to 22 September 1696, Rear-Admiral of the Blue

For the next phase of the war, which consisted of blockade and cruising in the hope of meeting and engaging Jean Bart’s Dunkirk-based squadron of corsairs, Benbow needed a powerful ship but one that could chase and manoeuvre sufficiently well to act as a fleet convoy. He moved to the Suffolk, a 70-gun Third Rate launched at Blackwall in 1680. She was part of the same Thirty Ships programme of 1677 that had produced the Northumberland (p.339) and the Elizabeth (p.333). As is clear from this fine image, they were a beautiful class of ship; their lines lean and graceful and their decoration more appropriate to their size than earlier warship designs. Note how close the lower-deck gunports are to the waterline. The captain has opened a window in his cabin.
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A Third Rate of the 1677 programme by Van de Velde the Elder, possibly the Suffolk or her sister ship the Exeter

Built: Johnson, Blackwall 1680

LK: 138      B: 40.6            DH: 16.9 ½

Tons: 1066  Guns: 70

Fate: Rebuilt 1699



NORFOLK

23 July to 5 October 1696, Rear-Admiral of the Blue

In a significant period of overlap in the summer of 1696, Benbow seems to have been aboard the larger Norfolk as regularly as he was aboard the Suffolk. She was a two-decker of eighty guns, built at a private yard in Southampton. No images of the Norfolk survive, but this is a model of the Boyne, a ship of almost identical size and built in the same programme. It is one of the finest of all Navy Board models. Note how closely together the gunports are packed on the quarterdeck. This was necessary for the shipwrights to meet the size and armament requirements imposed by politicians. Fine-looking maybe, these ships were a disaster. Placing so many guns at the stern put the hull under far more pressure than it was designed to take, causing the ships to work themselves loose and leak.
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Navy Board Model of the Third Rate Boyne, similar to the Norfolk

Built: Winter, Southampton 1693

LK: 129.3 ¼      B: 41.6          DH: 17.4

Tons: 1184         Guns: 80

Fate: Rebuilt 1728



LENOX

22 May to 23 June 1697, Rear-Admiral of the Blue

Benbow spent the spring of 1697 in the Atlantic approaches to the Channel, where the navy considered itself safe from privateers. Valuable merchantmen would be escorted from English shores to a point perhaps 100 leagues west of Scilly, where the squadron would remain to meet incoming merchant fleets. During one of several cruises that summer, Benbow spent a month aboard the Lenox, a 70-gun Third Rate of the same class as three other ships he had served on: the Northumberland (p.339), the Suffolk (p.341) and the Elizabeth (p.333), all well suited to the challenges of convoy protection. This is most probably of the Lenox, a particularly noteworthy ship as she was the first ship to be finished in the Thirty Ships building programme of 1677. She is shown here caught in a sudden gale that has forced the sailors to let go the larboard sheets and tacks of the fore course. This would have allowed the mizzen to push the ship’s head into the wind, the safest orientation in a sudden gale.

[image: Image]

The Third Rate Lenox by Van de Velde the Younger

Built: John Shish, Deptford 1687

LK: 131       B: 39.8          DH: 17

Tons: 1096   Guns: 70

Fate: Rebuilt 1701



DUKE

7 July to 21 July 1697, Rear-Admiral of the Blue

In the summer of 1697 Benbow’s hunting grounds shifted from the relatively calm waters of the eastern Channel off Dunkirk to the tumbling and towering seas of the Channel’s western approaches. Here he cruised to protect trade and threaten the enemy fleet in Brest – the classic strategy of the Western Squadron that was to become the cornerstone of English naval strategy for more than a century. Needing a powerful and robust ship that could meet any threat from any enemy and hold its own against the Atlantic weather, he chose the Duke, a Second Rate of ninety guns, built at Woolwich in 1682. Benbow used the Duke as a sort of mother-ship from which he ventured to conduct specific operations. We know, for example, that shortly after arriving on the Duke he left her for a raid on Brest aboard the far smaller Torbay. The only significant difference between this model and the Duke is that the Duke had six quarterdeck ports, not the five shown here. Benbow served on several two-decked 80-gunners similar to the Duke in the summer of 1697: the Cornwall, Lancaster, Torbay and Newarke. (See opposite for dimensions)
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A Navy Board model of the Second Rate Coronation, almost identical in every way to Benbow’s Duke



MONMOUTH

28 July to 13 November 1697, Rear-Admiral of the Blue

When Benbow’s brief cruise in the western approaches to the Channel ended and he was ordered once more to blockade Dunkirk, he quickly changed ships to the Monmouth, an elderly Third Rate of the same class as the Rupert (see p.331). A 66-gunner of only 856 tons, she was significantly smaller than the huge Duke, with only a little more than half of her tonnage. Small, fast and yet still powerful, she was an ideal ship to restart the hunt for Bart. They never met, however, but Benbow’s presence off Dunkirk in the Monmouth secured him several prizes
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Probably the Monmouth by Van de Velde the Younger or Elder

Built: Phineas Pett, Chatham 1667

LK: 118.9     B: 36.10      DH: 15.6

Tons: 856      Guns: 66

Fate: Rebuilt 1700

DUKE

Built: Thomas Sish, Woolwich 1682

LK: 142.6      B: 45.2        DH: 18.9

Tons: 1546     Guns: 90

Fate: Rebuilt 1701 renamed Prince George



GLOUCESTER

14 March 1698 to ?, Rear-Admiral of the Blue

Benbow’s peacetime commission of 1698–9 to survey unknown waters and hunt pirates in the distant West Indies placed a new requirement on his ships, and he led the Caribbean squadron in the Fourth Rate, 60-gun Gloucester. She was small in comparison with some of his most recent commands, but with the main naval powers at peace it was unlikely that she would be forced to lie in the line of battle, though she was powerful enough to overcome any bold pirates. Although small, she was roomy enough to absorb large quantities of stores. She was also relatively new, having been launched in 1695, but the Admiralty’s faith in her was misplaced and she leaked badly throughout the cruise. She had been built in a private yard in Bristol that the Admiralty never used again. Such Fourth Rates of the 1691 Twenty-Seven Ships programme are very poorly documented and this model, built in the eighteenth century and with some eighteenth-century characteristics – not the least of which is a steering wheel – is the only known likeness. This is one of only very few models whose construction is known; work began in 1700 and was completed in 1723.
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An unidentified model of a Fourth Rate of the mid-1690s, of the same class as the Gloucester, shown as outfitted in the early 1700s

Built: Clements, Bristol 1695

LK: 120.4     B: 37.5         DH: 15.8

Tons: 896      Guns: 60

Fate: Harbour service 1706



SAUDADOES PRIZE

Spring 1700, Rear-Admiral of the Blue

The Caribbean in the 1690s wore ships down as quickly as it killed men, and in his hunt for the elusive pirates Benbow was forced to abandon the leaky Gloucester in favour of the Saudadoes Prize. A 36-gun Fifth Rate, she was French-built and had been captured in September 1692. No image survives of the Saudadoes but this is an accurate portrait of another Fifth Rate from the same period, also captured from the French. Not all captured ships were retained for service in the English Navy but French Fifth Rates were excellent ships, direct descendants of the famous Dunkirk frigates of the 1640s – lightly built, fast and appropriately armed for their size. French seamen used many ships of this type as privateers; they were devastatingly effective in this role, and English and Dutch warships were able to catch very few. The Saudadoes Prize was therefore a perfect ship for tracking down the elusive pirate captain William Kidd.
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The Play Prize by Van de Velde the Elder, similar to the Saudadoes Prize

Built: France 1692

LK: 86      B: 29         DH: 12.6

Tons: 385  Guns: 36

Fate: Hulked 1702



BREDAH

5 June 1701 to 4 November 1702, Rear-Admiral of the Blue and Vice-Admiral of the Blue

When Benbow returned to the Caribbean in 1701 war was very much on the horizon and he took with him a large ship capable of leading a squadron into battle but one that was also of a manageable size for long-distance cruising. The ship he chose was the Third Rate 70-gun Bredah, built at Woolwich in 1692. Armed with ten more guns than the Gloucester, she was also longer, wider and deeper, a perfect flagship for a foreign station, the 1700s equivalent of the Rupert (p.331), which had been Herbert’s flagship in the Mediterranean in 1678.
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Navy Board model of the Third Rate Bredah, 1692

Built: Lawrence, Woolwich 1692

LK: 126

B: 40.5

DH: 16.8

Tons: 1094

Guns: 70

Fate: Broken up 1730


APPENDIX III
Benbow’s Songs

This is by no means a comprehensive list of songs about Benbow. In particular, numerous versions of the traditional tune ‘The Death of Admiral Benbow’ assume the same form though end in slightly different ways. The tradition of Benbow songs continued into the twentieth century. ‘The High Barbaree’ was composed by Caryl Brahms and Ned Sherrin for their spoof TV play of 1967 Benbow Was His Name, and the final song in this appendix appears to have been composed in the late 1970s to accompany a chapter on Benbow in a miscellany of curious tales about the sea.1

THE DEATH OF ADMIRAL BENBOW

Come, all ye seamen bold, lend an ear, lend an ear,
Come all ye seamen bold, lend an ear
’Tis of our Admiral’s fame,
Brave Benbow by name,
How he fought on the main you shall hear,
you shall hear, How he fought on the main you shall hear.

Brave Benbow he set sail for to fight, for to fight,
Brave Benbow he set sail for to fight
Brave Benbow he set sail
With a sweet and pleasant gale
But his captains they turned tail in a fright, in a fright,
But his captains they turned tail in a fright.

Says Kirkby unto Wade, ‘I will run, I will run’,
Says Kirkby unto Wade, ‘I will run.
I value not disgrace,
Nor the losing of my place
For my enemies I’ll not face with a gun, with a gun,
For my enemies I’ll not face with a gun.’

’Twas the Ruby and [Bredah] fought the French, fought the French,
’Twas the Ruby and [Bredah] fought the French
For there was ten in all
Poor souls, they fought them all
They valued them not at all, would not flinch, would not flinch
They valued them not at all, would not flinch.

Hard fortune that it was by chain shot, by chain shot,
Hard fortune it was, by chain shot,
Our admiral lost his leg
And of his men did beg,
‘Fight on, my British boys; ’tis my lot, ’tis my lot,
Fight on my British boys, ’tis my lot.’

While the surgeon dressed his wounds thus he said, thus he said,
While the surgeon dressed his wounds thus he said
‘Let my cradle now in haste
On the quarter-deck be placed,
That mine enemies I may face till I’m dead, till I’m dead,
That mine enemies I may face till I’m dead.’

And there bold Benbow lay, crying ‘Boys’, crying ‘Boys’
And there bold Benbow lay, crying ‘Boys,
Let us tack about once more
We’ll drive them all on shore
I value not a score, nor their noise, nor their noise,
I value not a score, nor their noise.’

Unsupported thus he fought, nor would run, nor would run
Unsupported thus he fought, nor would run
Till his ship was a mere wreck,
And no man would him back
For the others would not slack to fire a gun, fire a gun
For the others would not slack to fire a gun.

For Jamaica then at last he set sail, he set sail,
For Jamaica then at last he set sail.
Where [Whetstone] he did try
And those cowards that did fly
And from the French in fright turned tail, turned tail,
And from the French in fright turned tail.

And those found most to blame, they were shot, they were shot,
And those found most to blame, they were shot.
Brave Benbow then at last
For grief of what was past,
In a fever died at last, by hard lot, by hard lot
In a fever died at last by hard lot.

ADMIRAL BENBOW (1)

’T was of an Admiral
Called Benbow by his name
He fought on the raging main
You must know
Oh, the ship rocks up and down
And the shots are flying round
The enemy tumbling down
There they lay, there they lay


The ship rocks up and down
And the shots are flying round
The enemy tumbling down
There they lay, there they lay


’T was Reuben and Benbow
Fought the French, fought the French
’T was Reuben and Benbow
Fought the French, fought the French
Down on his old stump he fell
And so loudly he did call
Fight you on, my English lads
’Tis my lot, ’tis my lot


Down on his old stump he fell
And so loudly he did call
Fight you on, my English lads
’Tis my lot, ’tis my lot


When the doctor dressed his wounds
Benbow cried, Benbow cried
When the doctor dressed his wounds
Benbow cried,
Let a bed be fetched in haste
On the quarterdeck be placed
That the enemy I might face
’Til I die, ’til I die


Let a bed be fetched in haste
On the quarterdeck be placed,
That the enemy I might face
’Til I die, ’til I die


On Tuesday morning last
Benbow died, Benbow died
On Tuesday morning last
Benbow died
What a shocking sight to see
When Benbow was carried away
He was carried to Kingston church
There he lay, there he lay


What a shocking sight to see
When Benbow was carried away
He was carried to Kingston church
There he lay, there he lay

ADMIRAL BENBOW (2)

We sailed from Virginia and thence to Fayall
Where we watered our ships and then we weighed all
Full in view on the seas, boys, seven sails we did espy
So we manned our capstern and weighed speedily.

Now the first we come up on was a brigantine sloop
And we asked if the others was as big as they looked
Ah, but turning to windward, as near as we could lie
We saw there were ten men of war cruising by.

We drew up our squadron in very nice line
And so boldly we fought them for full four hours time
But the day being spent, boys, and night a-coming on
We left them alone until early next morn.

Now the very next morning the engagement proved hot
And brave Admiral Benbow received a chance shot
And as he lay wounded to his merry men he did say,
‘Take me up in your arms, boys, and carry me away!’

Oh, the guns they did rattle and the bullets did fly,
But brave Admiral Benbow for rout would not cry;
‘Take me down to my cabin where there’s ease for my smarts,
If my merry men see me, it would sure break their hearts.’

Now, the very next morning at the break of the day
They hoisted their topsails and so bore away;
We bore to Port Royal, where the people flocked much
To see Admiral Benbow buried in Kingston Church.

So come all you brave fellows, wheresoever you have been,
Let us drink a good health to our King and our Queen,
And another good health to the girls that we know,
And a third in remembrance of brave Admiral Benbow.

THE HIGH BARBAREE

The length and breadth of England they toasted Benbow’s name
Blow high! Blow low! And so sailed he!
And told again the story that blazoned first his fame
All a’cruisin’ down the coast of the High Barbaree!

And look-out in the crow’s nest said, ‘there’s naught upon the lee’
Blow high! Blow low! And so sailed he!
But there’s a privateer to windward and she’s sailing fast and free
All a’cruisin’ down the coast of the High Barbaree!

‘Oh Quarter! Oh Quarter!’ those pirates smartly said,
Blow high! Blow low! And so sailed he!
But the quarter Benbow gave them was to top them at the head
All a’cruisin’ down the coast of the High Barbaree!

When Benbow came to Cadiz he took those heads ashore,
Blow high! Blow low! And so sailed he!
His servant bore them in a sack and Benbow walked before
All a’telling of his triumphs on the High Barbaree!

The officers of Revenue said ‘Open up your sack’
Blow high! Blow low! And so sailed he!
He said ‘It’s salt provisions that will make a tasty snack’
All a’cruisin’ down the coast of the High Barbaree!

The Magistrates said ‘Open up’ and so the bonds fell free,
Blow high! Blow low! And so sailed he!
And thirteen heads came rolling out for all of Spain to see
All a’cruisin’ down the coast of the High Barbaree!

Now Benbow is an Admiral and off to try his chance,
Blow high! Blow low! And so sailed he!
God bless the King of England and curse the King of France
And bring back the winds that blew him on the High Barbaree!

JOHN BENBOW

Bill Benbow, the tanner, at Shrewsbury did dwell,
He taught his son Johnny and thrashed him as well;
He ’prenticed him early a butcher to be,
But John loved adventure, and ran off to sea.

So John was a sailor and lived merrily,
A-hunting the Frenchman all over sea,
He caught twelve black pirates a-riding the main,
And had their heads pickled and sold them to Spain.

So more and more famous John Benbow he grew;
They made him a captain, and admiral too;
In battle and tempest for years he was tossed,
yet never a battle he fought but he lost.

His captains were cravens and would not obey;
He swore, and they swore, and Du Casse got away.
A cannon-ball knocked off his leg with a bump –
John merely said ‘–’ and fought on with the stump.

For he who fights and runs away,
might live to fight another day;
But he who’s in battle slain,
will never rise to fight again.

So here’s to John Benbow, who loved the salt sea,
Was never a seadog more merry than he.
So gallantly fought he, so roundly he swore,
The like of John Benbow we’ll never see more.


APPENDIX IV
Benbow’s Fruit Trees

In June 1696 Benbow rented John Evelyn’s house in Deptford, Sayes Court, a mansion set in one of the most magnificent and well-documented gardens of the time. It is therefore possible to list some of the trees that Benbow would have enjoyed in his garden during his tenancy. This makes him unique among naval officers, whose home lives, let alone gardens, are usually a closed book.

A prized part of the estate was the ‘oval garden’, which was replanted in 1684–5 after a winter of particularly severe frosts that even killed Evelyn’s beloved tortoise. Twelve named varieties of cherry were planted and more than twenty-one of pear. Between the trees were planted goose-berry and currant bushes, with strawberries in the borders. The cherries were selected to produce fruit from the earliest (May) to very last of the season (July), and the late pear varieties, with careful selection and storage, were designed to produce pears that would last the entire winter. Evelyn was particularly fond of the ‘Swanns Egg’ pear, shaped like an egg ‘of a green colour, thinly covered with brown; its flesh is melting and full of a pleasant juice’. If picked before the first frosts and well stored it would ripen in December. When Benbow leased Sayes Court, more than a decade after this replanting, the garden would have been impressively mature.

When Benbow arrived in June, the ‘Duke’ and ‘Black Heart’ cherries would have been ready to press into wine or a cordial to flavour and colour cider, and the ‘Vermillion’ pear ripening. A month or so later the ‘Petite Rousselet’ pear would have been ready, one of Evelyn’s favourites, with ‘the most exquisitely perfum’d Taste’. Many varieties with similar names still exist at the National Fruit Collection at Brogdale but it is unclear how closely they resemble those grown by Evelyn. Nevertheless, it is now possible to grow ‘Old Black Heart’, ‘Archduke’, ‘Carnation’ and ‘Caroone’ cherries; ‘Messier Jean’, ‘Jargonelle’, ‘Swans Egg’, ‘Frangipan’ and ‘Robin’ pears; and the ‘Golden Pippin’ apple and the ‘White Muscadine’, now called ‘Royal Muscadine’ (the Raisin de Champagne).

The named trees in the oval garden relate to Evelyn’s plan (see overleaf):1

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •

Fruit planted in other places about yr Garden the same day:

Ambret peare ’twixt a Vine & a Fig: west wall of fountaine Garden over against the mount:

Verpoleuse, South-wall of ye Cellar in Fountaine Garden, East end, next ye parsley Vine

Bonne Christienne Sans pepin. West-wall of ye house, fountain Gard: under my bed-chamber:

Chasse-peare, Long wall of the Stable Kitchen-garden:

Parsley Vine, in ye Corer just under my bed-cha[mber]: windo just by ye Kitchin window, Fontaie Gard:

Cherry in the West Comer & end of ye Cellar Wall, in Fountaine Gard

White-Muscadine Cellar Wall South, just under ye Diall:

2 Medlars, in ye Flower & Seede Nursery:

Goose berry of Moore-parke 12 in the Iland ranging wth the long carpet walk.

A large Sort

White Cerrinths & other Cerrinths/Raspis red & white:} in ye Iland:

This halfe Circle was planted wth Holly 1684.

Bowling-Greene

‘Table of Fruit planted in the East & West Triangular grounds 3. Feb. 1684/5 4 new:’

Cherries about ye halfe Circle

[image: Image]

1. Black-Orleanes.

2. Duke.

3. Carnation:

4. Luke Ward.

5. Morocco:

6. True Black-heart:

7. Prince royal:

8. Petworth amber:

9. Flanders:

10. Red heart:

11. Caroone:

12. Flanders:

Peares Dwarfs in ye East-quarter

1. Messier Jean:

2. Petite rousselet:

3. Cassolet:

4. French King:

5. Boeure du Roy:

6. Brutebonne:

7. Grosse Rousslet:

8. Jargonall.

9. St Andrew:

10. Orang Bergamot:

11. Ambrosia:

12. Vermillion:

13. {Lansac, or Dauphine/or, Frangipan d’Automne}.

14. Elias Rose.

15. {Calliot rosat, or Caillo ou/de prestre}

16. July flower:

17. Swans egg:

18. Muscq Robin:

19. Golden Peare of Xaintonge:

20. Poire sans pepin:

21. Espine d’yver:

Other Fruit &c on the Walls west &c

Gp. Golden pipin:

A. Damsons:

A. Dwarf fruits I know not ye names of, & out of range:

A. Abricots:

P. Peaches:

V. Vines *White Muscadine: corer of Court door:

F. Figgs:

{Goose-berrys/&/Cerrinths} 3 betweene every Tree in the quarters:

Strawberries in the borders twixt ye Trees also.

Violets under the South pale, & round ye halfe Circle

Number

Cherries: - 50

Peares: - 47

Apples: - 5.

Damsons: - 9.

Abricots: - 5

Peaches- 5

Figs- 2

Vines - 12

Gooseberries –

Corrinths –

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •


GLOSSARY

Admiral of the Red, White, Blue: The officer nominally commanding ships of the Red, White or Blue squadron, ranking in seniority in that (descending) order; the rank of Admiral of the Red was created after the Battle of Trafalgar in 1805, the post having been occupied by Admiral of the Fleet. In practice, by the end of the eighteenth century the Admiralty created as many admirals of each rank as it required.

Blue lights: Combustibles used for signalling at night. Also called Bengal light.

Bomb ship: A warship fitted to fire heavy mortars for shore bombardment.

Bow chaser: A long gun fired directly ahead from gunports in a ship’s bows.

Careen (v.): To heave a ship down by her masts to expose the bottom for cleaning.

Chasse-marée: A lugger-rigged French coasting vessel.

Companion ladder: Ladders giving access throughout the ship, often with particular emphasis on the ladders by which the officers accessed the quarter deck.

Cutter: 1. A small vessel fore-and-aft rigged on one mast with topmast and bowsprit. 2. A ship’s boat designed for sailing, 25ft long in a ship-of-the-line.

False fire: Combustibles packed into a wooden tube and then lit for signalling at night. Similar to a flare. Also see Blue lights.

Fish (v.): To strengthen a damaged spar or mast by lashing spars to it in the manner of splints.

Flyboat: A large flat-bottomed Dutch vessel distinguished by a high stern.

Fother (v.): To stop a leak in a ship’s hull by working a sail into a heavy matt using rough yarn, then using water pressure to force the fothered sail into the hole.

Flag-captain: The captain of a flagship.

Forecastle: A deck built over the forward end of the main deck.

Foretopsail: The topsail on the foremast.

Grapeshot: Anti-personnel shot consisting of small shot that scatters on firing.

Grave (v.): To clean a vessel’s bottom.

Gundeck: The deck carrying the main battery.

Heave-to: To stop by backing some of the sails.

Hot press: The response to a particularly severe manning crisis, in which numbers of men were of greater concern than their quality. In a hot press, protections against impressment were not valid.

In irons (punishment): The offender’s legs were confined by shackles attached to a long iron bar with a padlock at the end.

Jolly boat: A small ship’s boat, usually no more than 18ft × 4ft, especially useful in harbour.

Landman/landsman: An unskilled member of the ship’s company.

League: Three miles.

Longboat: The largest of the ship’s boats, designed for carrying heavy weights.

Lower deck: On a two- or three-decker, the lowest deck carrying the ship’s main battery.

Maintopsail: The topsail on the mainmast.

Master: 1. On a warship, the warrant officer responsible for navigation. 2. The commanding officer of a merchant ship.

Master at arms: A petty officer responsible for ship’s discipline.

Master’s mate: A petty officer assisting the master.

Middle deck: On a three-decker, the deck between the lower deck and the upper deck.

Mizzen mast: The aftermost mast.

The Nore: An anchorage in the mouth of the Thames near the entrance to the River Medway, which led to Chatham naval dockyard.

Ordinary: Ships in reserve.

Orlop (deck): The lowest deck.

Pink: A flat-bottomed cargo ship with a very narrow stern.

Poop: A short deck built over the after end of the quarter deck.

Privateer: A merchant ship licensed by a letter of marque issued by the government to attack shipping of a named enemy nation (or nations).

Progress book: An administrative volume recording the date and cost of a ship’s repairs.

Quarterdeck: A deck over the after part of the upper deck.

Quarter gallery: A balcony projecting from the stern and quarter of large ships, accessed via the admiral’s or captain’s cabin.

Quarter gunner: A rating under the direction of the gunner. One quarter gunner was allocated to every four guns.

Rear-admiral: A flag officer ranking below vice-admiral and admiral.

Receiving ship: A depot used to hold entered or impressed seamen before they were distributed to their ships.

Red-hot shot: Shot which has been heated in a furnace before firing.

Scuttle: A hole cut in the ship’s deck or side, generally for ventilation.

Sheet (rope): A rope controlling the clue (bottom corner) of a sail.

Ship of the line: A warship large enough to lie in the line of battle.

Slip (a cable): To cast off; especially to sail without weighing anchor, in which case the anchor cable is let slip and buoyed for later retrieval.

Spithead: An area of the Solent, off Portsmouth.

Step (a mast): To place a ship’s mast.

Strike (a mast): To lower a mast.

Studdingsail: A light sail temporarily set outboard of a square sail in light airs.

Taffrail: Bulwark at the after end of the poop or quarterdeck.

Top (of a mast): A platform built at the top of the lower mast.

Upper deck: On a three-decker, the deck above the middle deck.

Van division: The leading division of a fleet or squadron divided into van, centre and rear.

Vice-admiral: A flag officer ranking below admiral and above rear admiral.

Volunteer 1st class: An officer cadet.

Whipstaff: Precursor of the ship’s wheel. A long, vertical pole used as a lever to move the tiller.
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8. Benbow’s Dockyard














































9. Benbow’s Invasion





















10. Benbow’s Nail Bomb



































11. Benbow’s Bombardments



















































12. Benbow’s Convoys































13. Benbow’s Benevolence













































14. Benbow’s Hospital










































15. Benbow’s House


































16. Benbow’s Caribbean







































































17. Benbow’s Last Fight


























































































Epilogue: Benbow’s Celebrity












Appendix II: Benbow’s Warships




Appendix III: Benbow’s Songs


Appendix IV: Benbow’s Fruit Trees
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1. Typical trows of the Severn. Note the variety and complexity of the rigs that gave Benbow such a solid grounding in ship handling.

[image: Image]

2. An English two-decker engaging a Barbary two-decker, with a galley sinking in the foreground and another Barbary ship in the background. Note the typical Barbary green ensign showing crescents, suns and stars. By Van de Velde the Younger.
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3. The bowling green at Whitehall, part of the British colony at Tangier by Wenceslaus Hollar.
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4. The Siege of Tangier in 1683. The mole protecting the harbour is clearly visible.
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5. William of Orange’s 1688 invasion fleet. Note the pilot ships in the van.
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7. A bomb vessel by Edward Dummer, 1685. This manuscript is the earliest British intelligence of the bomb vessel. It shows the first design, with the mortars mounted side by side in the waist. The foremast has been struck to allow the mortars to fire.
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6. The Battle of Beachy Head, c 1690. Note the distinctive curve in the French line that made it so difficult for Herbert to engage and which masks the numerical advantage of the French fleet.
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8. A depiction of Benbow’s machine vessel exploded at St Malo. A is sand ballast; B is ten tons of powder in casks, sealed by a layer of stonework; C is a layer of explosives and old metal parts sealed by another layer of stonework; D is fifty more powder kegs and various fireworks; E is a layer of old cannon and broken iron with the fuse at the very top.
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9. The new generation of Bomb vessels showing the mortars on traversable mountings and positioned on the centre line.
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10. View of the town of St Malo, showing its fortifications and prominent churches, both of which were targets for Benbow.
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11. Map showing the bombardment of St Malo by the British fleet. It clearly marks the ranges of French batteries and the position of the British fleet at the centre left. Note the numerous rocks and impressive coverage of the French defenders’ guns.

[image: Image]

12. Contemporary depiction of the bombardment of Dieppe, 1694. The dedication is to the Earl of Romney, Master General of the Ordnance. This was the first operation for the new generation of bomb vessels with traversable mountings and was a major success (see fig. 9).
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13. Contemporary depiction of the bombardment of Dunkirk, 1695 showing the formidable defences and the path of the British attacks. Note how the main city remains unscathed.
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14. Sketch of Admiral John Benbow, perhaps from later in his life.
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15. Triple portrait of Thomas Phillips, John Benbow, and Sir Ralph Delavall by Thomas Murray c. 1692-3. Phillips the military engineer sits to the left with a plan of the fortifications of St Malo; a youthful Benbow is in the centre holding a quadrant, signifying his navigational expertise; Delavall, the Admiral, stands to the right with his hand on the globe and a pair of dividers.
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16. John Evelyn’s plan of his house and garden at Sayes Court, c. 1653.
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17. A view of the Royal Dockyard at Chatham, taken from the opposite side of the river Medway c.1690.
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18. A view of the Royal Dockyard at Chatham showing the elevation of the officer’s houses. Benbow’s house was no.25, on the right-hand end.
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19. Peter the Great disguised as a common seaman.
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20. A modern depiction of the First Eddystone Lighthouse.
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21. Contemporary depiction of the dockyard at Deptford taken from the opposite side of the Thames.
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22. Contemporary depiction of the dockyard at Deptford showing the officers’ accommodation. Benbow’s House is the magnificent white one on the right hand end. a is the back parlour; b the kitchen; c the wash house; d the banqueting house; e the wood-house; f and g are privies, right down the end of the garden; h is the Doctor’s garden; i the Clerk of the Survey’s garden and j is his banqueting house. Benbow’s garden is probably the unlabelled space below the Doctor’s garden.
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23. A view of Greenwich and the Queen’s House from the South East. Note the single block of Webb’s unfinished palace and how the Queen’s House straddles the main road.
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24. Sir Christopher Wren’s first proposal for Greenwich hospital in which the view to the Queen’s House is blocked by a central dome.

[image: Image]

25. Greenwich hospital. Wren’s smaller domes now frame the Queen’s House in dramatic perspective.
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26. Robert Thompson’s journal, Cartagena.
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27. Robert Thompson’s journal, Portobello.
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28. One of numerous depictions of Benbow’s Last Fight produced as his fame grew in the 19th century.
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29. The original mutineer’s letter to Benbow.
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30. Portrait of Benbow by Sir Godfrey Kneller, 1701.
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