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Foreword

I have just finished reading the latest and wonderfully informative book by Dr. Fransi van Wyk.

Sensing the great need for discipleship training that has left the church with a whisper instead of a strong voice, Fransi carefully outlines the major doctrines of the church that enable us to be heaven’s agents of transformation in these challenging times.

Again and again we read how in scripture God would first speak to His servants and give them revelational insight. Then empowered by what they had received, their voices would resonate with authority and conviction. In response, God would act and revival inevitably followed.

Those truths still carry incredible power. The Babylonian and Jezebel systems of our day cannot stand before a believer who embraces them. Sadly, however many Christians do not know these important teachings. In their hurry to find power ministries, they run right past the foundations upon which a world changing church must take its stand.

Fransi writes from the overflow of her own deeply committed and devoted relationship with God. Well versed in scripture, the anointing and revelation in this book will bless you.

Dr. R. Heard

Inspire Church Houston, Texas



God promised us in His Word: And I will give them singleness of heart and put a new spirit within them. I will take away their stony, stubborn heart and give them a tender, responsive heart, so they will obey my decrees and regulations. Then they will truly be My people, and I will be their God.

Ezekiel 11:19-20 NLT

Since I was born again, I have strived to live as a person who received a soft and tender heart. Over the years that I journeyed as a follower of Jesus, I realised that I received a new heart, but it is not always easy to keep it soft and tender. Life’s journey is filled with valleys and mountains, joy and sadness. The trials and challenges in life tend to harden one’s heart gradually, and before you know it, your heart becomes hard and calloused. A calloused heart can never be responsive to God’s voice.

The harder I tried to keep my heart soft and tender, the more frustrated I became. I felt that I was failing God, because all I want is to live in God’s presence, hearing the whispering of His voice and feeling His nearness.

I think many people can relate to my frustration. I came to the realisation that I cannot keep my heart tender and responsive, but it is God’s work in me. He promised that He will give us a tender heart. That means it is God’s work and not my work.

The giving of this new heart will be the work of the Holy Spirit living in me. It is God’s work, but I must also play my part in this renewing process. I must recognise the things in my life that make my heart hard and calloused—the bitterness, unforgiveness, offence, rebellion, and so much more. I must be quick to repent and turn to Jesus to work and shape my heart.

The greatest freedom I experienced was when I realised that I could stop striving and give God the chance to work on my heart. I can repent, and God can start working.

We need a special grace from God to live with our eyes focused on Him, especially in these busy and challenging times. This is not a task that we can do on our own; we need a special intervention from God.

Baptism of Light is written especially for this season. Fransi van Wyk brings new revelation to the work God is doing in us. This book brings a new freedom in knowing that I do not have to be perfect to be accepted by God; I only need a willing heart to turn to Him quickly in repentance.

It does not matter if you are a new believer or a mature believer; this book is written to meet you wherever you are on your journey.

Natasha Barnard

School Principal and Counsellor






Introduction

We live in a time where we see many prophecies unfold in the world around us. The news is filled with stories of wars, crime, and corruption. Countries that built their foundation on the Word of God have turned their backs on the truth of their origin. Human life has lost its value in the eyes of many, reduced to just another source of profit.

The condition of the world is filling many with a sense of fear and hopelessness.

The sad reality is that the condition of the world is not only present in the secular world but has also found its way into our churches. The majority of the media is filled with the exposure of corruption and sexual perversion. The testimony of the Christian Church does not look too different from the current state of the world.

Churches have turned their backs on the truth of God’s Word and diluted their message to mere motivational speeches. The sermons are filled with feel-good messages that hype people up instead of challenging them to live holy lives. Compromise has become the norm to increase the number of people filling the seats each Sunday. People are not confronted by their sinful lives but are instead being lulled into a state of acceptance of their lifestyles. The Bible is now seen as a dusty tome that does not keep up with the changing times and perverted morals of the world.

Messages are not filled with the holiness of God, and repentance becomes a taboo.

Somehow, people know that we are living in the final days, yet they choose to live on in ignorance and in their sinful state. A miracle is needed to bring the church back to the standard of the Bible.

Today, a lukewarm church becomes our reality, far from the standard that Jesus died for on the cross.


In Revelation, Jesus said: I know your [record of] works and what you are doing; you are neither cold nor hot. Would that you were cold or hot! So, because you are lukewarm and neither cold nor hot, I will spew you out of My mouth! For you say, I am rich; I have prospered and grown wealthy, and I am in need of nothing; and you do not realise and understand that you are wretched, pitiable, poor, blind, and naked.



Revelation 3:15-17 AMPC

The verse above is an accurate description of the condition of today’s church. It is a serious warning. We need to humble ourselves before God, repent, and change our ways. Jesus is coming back for a bride without spot or wrinkle, and it is our responsibility to prepare ourselves for our heavenly bridegroom.

May God’s grace and mercy be upon us as we read this book. I pray that the Holy Spirit will breathe upon us and awaken our hearts to God’s Word.

It is time that the church returns to her original design, which Jesus birthed on the Cross of Calvary
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