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Introduction

Welcome to the Step by Step
through Daniel: Study Guide! This small group curriculum was
developed to answer the difficult questions regarding the Book of
Daniel, one of the most intriguing yet most misunderstood books in
the Bible. Can its prophecies be understood? We argue that God
desires for us to know what the Book of Daniel says to us today and
that many of its unfulfilled prophecies can be grasped when we take
an in-depth look at its contents.

Throughout this study, we will refer to a
learning tool we call the four pillars. As you’ll discover, these
four pillars represent four specific areas of action that will take
place in the end times. As we investigate these prophecies
together, we’ll be able to place the various aspects of Daniel
together in a timeline that will help explain the events that will
unfold in a user-friendly manner.

Along the way, we’ll also refer to several
Scripture passages throughout the rest of the Bible to help explain
the prophecies of Daniel. Of course, in five weeks we cannot cover
every detail of this magnificent book, but we can provide a
framework for a lifetime of study. Rather than looking at Daniel as
a confusing book, you will be able to say you understand its
central message and long for the fulfillment of God’s plan for
eternity.

We look forward to how this study will help you
both better understand your own Christian faith and how it will
help you in sharing your faith with others. Through it, we hope you
will be better able to contend for the faith (Jude 3) as well as to
show Christ’s love to those in need.

This study guide was created
to use with our videos available as M4Vs or DVDs at:

https://www.jashow.org/resources/step-by-step-through-daniel.html.
We have also included the links to our transcripts for each of the
programs on our site.

For Your Group

The Step by Step through Daniel:
Study Guide is uniquely designed to help provide an opportunity
to hear from top experts on Bible prophecy as it relates to today’s
current issues. We encourage group discussion, with groups of no
more than twelve in size, or to divide larger classes into smaller
groups for a portion of each study to discuss questions. Group
leaders (or table leaders in larger groups) are responsible to
direct each meeting, prepare for each session’s study time, build
relationships with group members, and seek to involve each person
in a meaningful manner. Through this personalized combination of
quality teaching and interactive discussion, we have designed each
session to provide an educational and life-changing experience for
each person involved.

How to Use This Guide
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At the start of each session is a brief summary
of the session along with a couple of opening questions related to
the topic. Each group will want to discuss this material together
before watching the DVD. This “Interact” section is written to
prompt discussion, surfacing the difficult questions the DVD will
later answer. Each person should feel free to share their
perspective on this segment as time allows, providing a variety of
viewpoints before watching the teaching material.
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Next, each session includes watching a video
segment of approximately 20 minutes in length. The DVD should be
prepared and cued ahead of time to maximize the group’s time
together.

[HINT: If meeting in a public venue or are
simply meeting in location that requires you to be mobile, you can
cue the DVD using a laptop computer, a portable DVD player, or even
purchase the downloadable version of the series for your computer
or mobile device.]

Though you are encouraged to comment during the
episode itself, it is important to watch the video in full as a
group since this teaching will be the basis of your group’s
discussion.

Encourage participants to take notes either in
this guide or their own notebooks to help better recall material to
discuss later. Please note that the questions to follow will
include some questions that encourage people to share an opinion
while other questions ask for a specific answer. Group leaders will
need to guide the group to biblical answers when required. “Leader
Resources” are included in the back of this study guide to help
with these questions, often including quotes from the video used in
the session.
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Following the video segment, leaders can begin
by asking what parts stood out the most to viewers. As people share
their feedback, a transition can be made to the study questions
provided in this guide. When Scripture references are included, ask
a group participant to look up the verses and read them for the
group. These questions, along with reflections on God’s Word, can
provide a powerful time of learning during this segment
together.
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Faith without action is useless according to the
Bible. As a result, each session includes an “Apply” section
immediately following the time of learning. Participants will be
challenged to choose at least one way to act upon the material
discussed, offering several opportunities for life change among
those in the group. From session to session, group leaders can ask
how participants have applied their learning and foster a growing
environment that both equips believers and encourages others.
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Each session also ends with a brief segment of
additional material that includes quotes from the video and notes
factual information not discussed in the rest of the group
discussion. This material can be discussed if additional time
remains during group time, as a homework exercise, or to highlight
during a related portion of the study by the group leader.

Additional Resources

At the end of this study guide, we have provided
several additional resources related to this series. This study
guide is only a small portion of the numerous books, DVDs,
transcripts, articles, internet, and audio resources available on
this topic.

A WORD TO DISCUSSION LEADERS

We realize that many study guides leave leaders
with either too little assistance or far too much material to
adequately use in a discussion group. To assist you as a group
leader, we have provided a short “Leader Resources” section at the
end of this study guide. It answers some of the factual questions
mentioned in each session in a concise manner that can be quickly
referred to during a discussion and used for your preparation.

However, for those desiring additional material,
we encourage leaders to visit the prophecy section of our website
at JAshow.org. If you do not find
the answers you are seeking, you can even email us at mailto:jasnews@johnankerberg.org
and just ask. We’ll be glad to help.

THE MAIN THING

When studying aspects of the Book of Daniel, it
is sometimes easy to forget that God has revealed this information
to us to encourage holy living and outreach in our daily lives now.
The ultimate goal is not only to understand the Book of Daniel; the
goal is to mature in Christian faith and share it with others.

Jesus provided the perfect example in his own
incarnation. He left heaven to live among sinners, giving his life
on behalf of our sins. As you study Step by Step
through Daniel, we encourage you to continually focus on
maturing in this quality of love and to seek opportunities to show
Christ-like compassion to those around you, whether it is your
neighbor next door or those around the world.

Session 1: Daniel—the Key
to Understanding Revelation
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As Christians, we believe that God has told us
about certain events that will take place in the future in the
Bible. We want to know what God has to say before it happens. That
is why there is such a great desire among Christians to understand
biblical prophecy, especially the Book of Revelation.

But you might be surprised to learn that in
order to understand the Book of Revelation, you must understand the
prophecies of the Old Testament prophet Daniel. Why? Because Daniel
provides the outline for all future biblical prophecy. In this
session, we’ll answer the following questions:

Where do Daniel’s prophecies fit into future events
such as the Rapture, the Tribulation, the Battle of Armageddon, and
the Second Coming?

What does God say about how He’s going to establish
His kingdom on earth?

What about the final judgment of every person who
has ever lived?

What plans does God have for His people in eternity
future?

Before viewing the video for this session,
discuss the following opening questions as a group.

1. What have been your past experiences studying the
Book of Daniel? What were some of the main things you learned?

2. Daniel is often considered confusing and complex.
As you begin this study, what is your attitude toward Daniel’s
prophecies? Do you see it as confusing, exciting, or both? What do
you most want to know as a result of this study?
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Watch Dr. Ankerberg and Dr. Jimmy DeYoung
discuss “Daniel—the Key to Understanding Revelation” as they
address the questions discussed in the introduction to this
session.

As you watch, take notes in the space provided
on specific points of interest and questions you would like to
address during your discussion time to follow.

You may want to read the program transcripts for
Program 1 on our site at: 
https://www.jashow.org/articles/step-by-step-through-danielprogram-1/.

(Approximately 21 minutes in length)

Comments:

Questions:
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3. Why does Dr. DeYoung state that Daniel is the key
to understanding Revelation? How many times does he mention that
Revelation quotes other books of the Bible?

4. What does each of the three pillars of Revelation
refer to according to your video? Where does Daniel fit into these
three pillars?

THE THREE PILLARS OF REVELATION
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How long did Daniel write down his prophecies
before the Book of Revelation was written? Why is this significant
according to the video?

Identify each of the four pillars in Daniel
below:
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Pillar 1 (Daniel 2):

Pillar 2 (Daniel 7):

Pillar 3 (Daniel 9):

Pillar 4 (Daniel 11):

7. In the video, what practical application for
Christian living is given based on the account of Shadrach,
Meshach, and Abednego refusing to bow down to the king’s statue?
What are some ways this could apply in our contemporary
society?

8. What was the first spiritual test given to Daniel
and his three friends in Daniel 1? Why was this test significant
according to their Jewish beliefs?

9. What prediction did Daniel make in chapter 4
regarding what would happen to King Nebuchadnezzar if he did not
repent? How long did the king’s condition last?

10. What three things does Dr. DeYoung state will
happen within the first six months of the Tribulation period? Why
is this significant?
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11. Daniel’s example offers a powerful influence for
our lives today. Despite a national leadership structure that stood
opposed to his values, Daniel stood for God’s truth without
compromise. What are one or two areas where you feel our culture is
pressuring godly people to compromise today? What response do you
think Daniel would give to these issues? How could this apply to
your own situation?

12. Daniel and Revelation both speak of a future
global government led by a single world leader. What concerns
should we have regarding this future world government? How should
these concerns cause us to live differently today?

13. To apply this session, look at Daniel’s response
to the king’s decree in 2:13-19. How did Daniel respond under
pressure? What did he do that honored God and changed the
situation? What principles could be applied to a situation in your
own life this week?
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This portion of each session includes additional
quotes and facts on the topic discussed. If time remains in your
session, you can use these materials for further conversation.

THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN DANIEL AND REVELATION

“When you look at the book of Revelation, you
have to realize that there are 350 references to other locations in
the Bible, and most of those locations will be found in the Book of
Daniel. 2 Peter 1:20, the Apostle Peter talking about Bible
prophecy, said there’s no prophecy of private interpretation, but
every prophecy in the Word of God must fit like a hand in a glove,
into their understanding of what’s going to happen in the end
times. So, Daniel is key, to basically getting the overall view and
more details about the book of Revelation.”

–Dr. Jimmy DeYoung

THE ROAD TO A REVIVED ROMAN EMPIRE

“[It’s] what our Secretary of State, Hillary
Clinton said, when she said the most historic event in probably the
last 50 years took place in November of 2009. It was the
ratification of the Lisbon Treaty, the setting in place of the
European Union, which is, I believe, the infrastructure to what
Daniel was talking about in Daniel, chapter 2.”

–Dr. Jimmy DeYoung

Session 2: The First Pillar—the Revived Roman
Empire
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Last session, we discussed the relationship
between Revelation and Daniel, sharing the three pillars of
Revelation and the four pillars of Daniel to guide our discussion.
In this session, we address the first pillar of Daniel—the revived
Roman Empire.

Many are fascinated with the idea of a one-world
government resembling the Roman Empire that existed two thousand
years ago. What does Daniel teach us on this subject? Why does it
matter in our lives today? Through our study, we’ll discover that
Daniel’s prophecies concerning the revived Roman Empire may be
closer and more relevant than we think.

To begin this session, discuss the following
opening questions before viewing the video:










































Session 3: The Second Pillar—Daniel and the
Antichrist











































Session 4: The Third Pillar—Daniel and the Future
Tribulation




















































Session 5: The Fourth Pillar—Daniel and the Alignment
of the Nations





























































Leader Resources
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PILLAR 1
Rev. 4:2-9:10

The Rapture

Instant “taking
up” of Christians
from Earth into
the presence
of Jesus Christ
that begins the
-year tribulation
consisting of 21
judgments

PILLAR 2
Rev. 19:10-20:10
The Return

Christ returns as

King and leads
His 1000-year
millennial kingdom
that ends with a
defeat of Satan, the
false prophet, and
the Antichrist

PILLAR 3
Rev. 20:11-22:21
The Retribution

The Great White
Throne Judgment
followed by the
new Jerusalem,
new heaven, and
a new earth for
eternity future
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