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			​Introduction

			Are you longing to build kingdom wealth?

			For many, striving to build wealth means earning more money, upgrading our lifestyles, and creating a surplus. We figure that if we can get ahead financially, everything else will fall into place. However, there is a difference between building wealth and building kingdom wealth.

			The world teaches us to chase money, status, and success as fast as we can. It tells us that more is better, faster is smarter, and our possessions define us. But we can gain everything on the outside and still feel empty on the inside. Scripture says, For what profit is it to a man if he gains the whole world, and loses his own soul? (Matthew 16:26 NKJV). That question becomes very real when we live it.

			The authors of this book want you to do more than gain financial excess; they long for you to experience a transformation that can only come from aligning your heart, mind, and money with God’s truth. They have learned that it is impossible to build something that lasts without having God in your corner. As we develop kingdom wealth, we often have to unlearn habits, face worldly patterns, and allow God to reshape the way we think about money, success, and even ourselves. Unless the Lord builds it, we can work as hard as we want and still come up empty in all the ways that really matter.

			God has called you to an incredible journey toward kingdom wealth. The path you are about to walk is not random; it’s a process. And the process doesn’t start with earning more money; it starts with surrender. There comes a moment in our growth when we realize that doing things our way isn’t working and we have to release control, trust God beyond what makes sense, and say, “Okay, God… Your way, not mine.” Without that surrender, nothing else can truly align.

			

			From that humble stance, everything begins to shift. We start to understand who we really are—not based on our income, our past, or other people’s opinions, but based on who God created us to be. And when our identity becomes clear, something powerful happens. The pressure lifts. We stop trying to prove ourselves and start living from a place of security instead of striving. 

			Then comes healing. 

			Whether we realize it or not, many of us carry broken beliefs about money, ourselves, and even what we deserve. When we surrender those beliefs, God begins to restore us—changing our perspective and allowing us to see beyond the temporary. As healing takes place, our thinking begins to change. We no longer react the same way or make the same decisions. Fear starts to lose its grip, and we begin to live out faith—building differently as we recognize that it’s not just about what we build, but how we build it. Integrity matters.

			As you read and reflect on your own journey, your foundation will get stronger. God will offer you peace as you grow. Together, we will learn that there is a difference between being busy and being led. We will learn to steward our time, money, and responsibilities differently, and we will become intentional, faithful, and aware that what we do with what we have right now matters for eternity.

			Growth doesn’t come without pressure and challenges. But as you dive into the testimonies in this book, you will witness firsthand how even difficult seasons can refine our character and prepare us for what’s ahead. Humility in this process is essential as God works. As you read and process, staying grounded in the truth that protects, something powerful will begin to happen. 

			

			Prayerfully reading the testimonies and teachings in this book and allowing God to lead you will put you on the path toward your purpose. Wealth is a tool that has eternal impact, and God has prepared blessings for you that will impact generations.

			Hold on tight! Your journey to kingdom wealth won’t happen overnight, and it won’t always be easy. Allow the stories in this book to lead you toward growth, obedience, and breakthrough. The voices you will hear are not here by accident; each one carries a piece of what God wants to show you.

			A lot of people want financial freedom, but not everyone is prepared for the responsibility that comes with it. Without the right foundation, wealth will not last. Without discipline, wealth will slip away. Without alignment, wealth will become a burden instead of a blessing. God is not just interested in increasing what you have; He is interested in developing who you are. Because who you become will determine what you can sustain.

			As you turn the pages of this book, slow down and process each nugget. Embrace the experience. Pay attention to what stands out to you. Reflect. Be honest with yourself. And most importantly, apply what you learn. Real transformation doesn’t come from information; it comes from application.

			God does not want you to stay where you are right now. If you feel behind, as if you’ve made too many mistakes, or you don’t know where to start, please know that none of that disqualifies you. God loves you and will work with what you give Him. Know that we have been praying for you and are excited for where God will take you on this journey.

			In your hands, you hold more than a book; you hold an invitation. An invitation to grow as you align your heart, mind, and money with God’s truth and build something that truly lasts.

			Your journey to kingdom wealth starts now.
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			Shelly Foley 

			Pastor Shelly Foley is a dynamic leader with a passion to see every generation rise to positions of responsibility, stability, and strength through a strong understanding of God, His church, and their identity with Him. 

			For the last 20 years, Shelly has been strategically involved in various forms of ministry, including leading worship, teaching, preaching, and serving. She is committed to bringing strength to her family, church, and community with direct involvement in training, business, and ministry outreaches. 

			An important part of Shelly’s heart is a desire to advance high moral standards and bring a powerful spiritual impact in the business arena. For 13 years, she operated a successful financial consulting business and then transitioned into the corporate finance world in 2012, where she continues to function today.

		


		


			​When the Math Doesn’t Math 

			​By Shelly Foley

			There are seasons of life when anxiety doesn’t announce itself as panic. It’s not dramatic; it shows up quieter—practical, reasonable.  It may even sound like responsibility and maturity—running numbers late at night, trying to stay one step ahead.  For me, financial fear has often worn the mask of being “on top of things.”

			I’m the kind of person who can’t help but do the math. It’s how my brain works. I’ve spent my life paying attention to what’s coming in, what’s going out, what’s due next week, and what might happen next month. And honestly, there are times that kind of attentiveness is a gift: It helps me plan, steward, and avoid being careless. But there’s a point where planning crosses the line into something else, when being “wise” quietly turns into carrying weight we were never meant to carry.

			The truth is that our world doesn’t exactly help us stay on the healthy side of that line. We live in a fear-shaped culture. It’s everywhere—on our phones, in the headlines, in conversations at work, even in the little side comments people make like it’s normal: “Have you seen the price of groceries?” “I don’t know how anyone buys a house anymore.” “Hopefully the economy doesn’t crash.” “I just need to work harder so we’ll be okay.” Fear can become the atmosphere we breathe. Even when we don’t feel like we’re afraid, our thoughts and decisions can still be shaped by it.  

			

			And finances are one of the clearest places fear shows up. Almost everyone I talk to has felt it: that low-grade hum in the background. The uncertainty. The pressure. The “What if?” What if something breaks? What if I lose my job? What if the market shifts? What if I can’t keep up? What if I can’t provide? What if I’m not enough?

			I’ve felt those questions, too. There were days—especially when our boys were little—when the numbers didn’t look like they were going to work. My husband, Jonathan, was working at our church at the time. It was meaningful work, but it wasn’t high-paying. I had stepped back professionally after our first son was born. We were committed to tithing and were trying to live faithfully. And still, there were months when I would sit at our kitchen table staring at what we had and what we needed, and I could feel that old familiar tightening in my chest: How are we going to make it to the end of the month? That’s what fear does. It narrows your world until all you can see is what’s right in front of you. It makes the future feel like a threat instead of a promise. It makes you grip tighter—tighter to money, tighter to control, tighter to your own ability to make it happen.

			It’s not that the needs aren’t real. Food is real. Bills are real. Kids are real. Clothing and shelter are real. Jesus never pretends those things don’t matter. But what He does challenge is the space those needs are allowed to occupy in our hearts.

			That’s why Luke 12 has become one of the most confronting, freeing passages for me—not because I didn’t know it, but because I realized I wasn’t actually living it.

			Jesus says: “Therefore I tell you, do not be anxious about your life, what you will eat… what you will put on” (Luke 12:25 ESV).

			And if we’re honest, that can sound almost offensive at first. Do not be anxious? In this economy? With these responsibilities? With kids and bills and a future that feels so uncertain?

			

			But Jesus doesn’t stop there. He doesn’t scold. He doesn’t shame. He doesn’t give a three-step plan for managing stress. He gives pictures.

			“Consider the ravens… God feeds them” (v. 24 ESV).

			“Consider the lilies… how much more will he clothe you” (vv. 27-28 ESV).

			It’s as if He’s saying, “Look around. Creation lives every day depending on the Creator. And you—how much more valuable are you?”

			Then God says the line that has worked its way into the deepest places of my decision-making:

			“Seek his kingdom, and these things will be added to you” (v. 31 ESV).

			That phrase—seek first the kingdom—can sound like a slogan if we treat it like one. But when your life is being pressured by worry, it becomes something else. It becomes an anchor. It becomes an antidote. It becomes an invitation to live differently, even when the world around you is spiraling.

			Because what Jesus is offering in Luke 12 isn’t denial. It’s a different foundation. He’s not saying, “Ignore your needs.”  He’s saying, “Stop letting fear be your ruler.”  

			He doesn’t start with behavior; He starts with authority. I began to realize that worry and God’s kingdom don’t share authority well. Worry quietly claims control. It tells you that your security depends on your effort. It trains you to interpret every decision through scarcity and narrows your field of vision until provision feels fragile and the future feels like a threat. When worry is in charge, everything feels heavy.

			Responsibility becomes pressure. Opportunity becomes risk. Generosity becomes dangerous.

			Chapter 12 in Luke isn’t about pretending money doesn’t matter. Money matters. Stewardship matters. Wisdom matters. Responsibility matters.  But what I’ve learned—slowly, and sometimes through tears—is that the kingdom of God has a different way of shaping a person: a different pace, posture, and kind of security.  

			

			The kingdom way doesn’t eliminate responsibility, but it does allow us to walk away from the fear underneath the responsibility.

			And for me, learning to “seek first the kingdom of God” has been less about becoming more spiritual in theory—and more about becoming more grounded in the Father’s heart in real life. Because Jesus doesn’t just tell us what to do, He reveals what God is like.

			He says, “Fear not, little flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the kingdom” (v. 32 ESV).

			For me, the questions underneath everything, especially regarding finances, are: Do I really believe that? Do I really believe God is a Father who delights to give? Or do I live as if it all depends on me?

			THE COST OF SEEKING HIS KINGDOM 

			There was a season when seeking God’s kingdom first didn’t feel poetic; it felt like uncertainty. 

			My husband, Jonathan, and I were dating; he was one year away from finishing college and had a full scholarship lined up for his senior year. The path in front of him was clear: finish school, graduate, and move forward building a stable life. It was the kind of trajectory parents hope for their children, and planners appreciate. It was good, it made sense. Then God asked him to walk away. And he did—not because he was failing, the opportunity disappeared, or something collapsed, but because God asked him to. His decision wasn’t thoughtless, emotional, or impulsive, but was confirmed to him again in ways he couldn’t ignore. 

			

			Even writing this now, I can still feel the tension of that season. My husband-to-be was so close. One more year. One more stretch. He had a full scholarship. And he wasn’t just taking a small step in another direction—he was turning away from something substantial. From the outside, it looked irrational.

			We got engaged shortly after he made his decision, and it quickly became our decision. One that appeared to leave us less secure for our future. But then, in a single moment a few months later, things became clear: Jonathan’s mom died in a car accident. Looking back, I realized how important it was that he was home, present, and available in a season that none of us saw coming. That one moment reframed that decision for me.  

			But the story didn’t end there. Years later, a prophet from the other side of the country, someone we had never met, gave us a prophetic word about Jonathan returning to school. Previously, when anyone asked him if he would ever return to school, Jonathan’s answer had always been simple: “Not unless God tells me to.”  Well, here we were, God spoke. But receiving a word doesn’t automatically answer the how or the when. So we prayed, and God led us to do something bold. We put out a fleece and said, “Lord, if it’s time to go back, open up the same scholarship he gave up.”  It had to be a full scholarship. 

			The next day, Jonathan called the professor to inquire about scholarships and was told that the scholarship applications had been due the week before. That felt like the door closing. But then the professor added, “If you can get it to me tomorrow, I’ll put it in the stack.”  Months later, we received the call. Jonathan had been awarded the exact same FULL scholarship that he had walked away from.  

			Now we were facing a new tension: Jonathan would be going back to school, but he was our primary source of income. I was barely working at the time. On paper, it still didn’t make sense, but now, something was different. For the first time, I felt the peace of God. Even though I couldn’t see how it made sense financially, I knew God had opened the door, and He would provide. And somehow, He did. Door after door opened. That year, we put more money into savings than we had in the previous five years of our marriage. I call it “God math.” The numbers didn’t make sense. But they were real. It was one of the first times in my life when math didn’t math.

			

			That’s when something in me began to shift. I realized I had quietly believed that if we let go of something secure, we would lose it—that opportunities don’t come back, and stepping off the predictable path carries permanent cost. But that season gently exposed the flaw in that thinking.

			Seeking God’s kingdom first had looked, in the moment, like stepping off a stable path. But what was not visible is that stability doesn’t always lie on the path that looks secure. Stability is always found in our alignment with God’s will.

			That season didn’t make us reckless. It didn’t make us passive or even remove responsibility. But it began loosening something in me: the quiet belief that everything depended on our ability to hold the right pieces together.

			That season taught me something I couldn’t have learned from a sermon. Seeking first God’s kingdom doesn’t mean you lose ground; it means you stop believing that you are the one holding everything together. What felt like risk was actually obedience. And obedience hadn’t cost us the future—it catapulted us into it.

			We didn’t lose what God intended for us; we learned that His intentions were never ours to secure in the first place.

			WHEN OBEDIENCE FEELS FINANCIALLY UNSAFE

			It’s one thing to trust God with the direction of your life; it’s another thing to trust Him with your money.

			The scholarship story reshaped something in me, but it didn’t eliminate the everyday financial tension. We were still living month to month. We were still raising boys and navigating seasons of tight margins.

			

			And I am not naturally casual about money. I’m an accountant—I calculate, reconcile, and project. That’s how I’m built.  I don’t “hope it works out.” I calculate whether it will. So when God nudged us financially, my first response wasn’t faith. It was math.

			At one church service we attended, a guest speaker was sharing about ministry work happening somewhere across the world. At the end, they invited people to give. Jonathan leaned over and said quietly, “I think we’re supposed to give.” I remember my immediate internal reaction: From what? We didn’t have extra. We weren’t sitting on margin. And we were already tithing faithfully. I knew what was in the account and what was coming out. And I didn’t feel excited; I felt stretched. There’s a quiet fear that surfaces in moments like that. It sounds like wisdom.

			Be careful. You don’t know what’s coming next month. What if something unexpected happens?

			Fear is rarely dramatic. It’s practical. But we had learned something by then. When God nudges, it’s rarely about comfort. It’s about trust. So we gave around $350, which felt like a lot of money. 

			I won’t pretend it was comfortable. I gave with tension, believing it was God—and that was enough. Even if my math didn’t agree.

			The next week, a check showed up in the mail. Five hundred dollars. It was from an obscure IBM dividend connected to something Jonathan’s grandfather had done years before. The strange part was that we had already received that check earlier that year. This one said, “replacement check.” I called to clarify. According to their records, the original check had never cleared their bank—even though I could see it had cleared ours. There was nothing they could do. So they issued another. The date on the replacement check? The day before we gave.

			

			I just stared at it. The accountant in me wanted clear explanations, logical sequences, and clean reconciliation. But sometimes God’s kingdom doesn’t reconcile the way spreadsheets do. We had obeyed. And provision had already been in motion.

			That moment didn’t make me reckless with money. It didn’t make me irresponsible, and it didn’t turn generosity into a formula for me. It didn’t tell me that every act of obedience would result in a financial return. But it exposed something again. I had believed generosity was safest when we had surplus, when everything felt predictable, and when we were ahead. 

			God was teaching me that generosity is not about surplus. It’s about trust. 

			I need to say this clearly: Not every act of obedience results in a check in the mail. That isn’t the point. The point is what happens inside you when fear no longer dictates your grip.  

			Every time we have opened our hands—not recklessly or irresponsibly, but obediently—God has proven Himself faithful. This has not always happened instantly or dramatically. But it has happened consistently. Sometimes, provision followed in visible ways. Other times, it came quietly. Sometimes, provision showed up in the form of peace. But over and over again, God was faithful—not because we triggered something, but because He is who He says He is.

			Fear closes your hands. Trust opens them. Our world tells you to hold tightly, God’s kingdom invites you to release. The more I have learned to seek first His kingdom, the more I have realized that generosity is not loss. It’s alignment. Generosity is a declaration that my security isn’t sitting in an account; it resides in a Father who delights to provide.

			A DIFFERENT KIND OF SECURITY

			I still have moments when I slip back into math-first thinking. There are times I have that instinct to tighten my grip when things look uncertain, and I still catch myself rehearsing “what if” scenarios in my head. Seeking first God’s kingdom hasn’t removed responsibility from my life, but it has changed where I look for security. There’s a difference. 

			

			For years, I thought peace would come when the numbers worked, when there was margin, and I could see clearly how everything would play out. I’ve learned, however, that peace comes when I remember whose hands my life is actually in. There will still be seasons when math doesn’t math, when the numbers don’t settle your nerves, and obedience stretches you past what feels reasonable.

			God offers us a very different kind of security—not the kind that comes from control, but the kind that comes from trust. Jesus didn’t tell us to ignore our needs; He said that our Father knows our needs (Matthew 6:8). That truth has undone me more than once. Your Father knows, and He will provide. Your Father—not your boss, not the economy, not your own effort. And He will not be reluctant about it. “It is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the kingdom” (Luke 12:32 ESV). Good pleasure—not obligation, not annoyance, not tolerance. Delight.

			I think that’s where this whole conversation about money lands for me. Do I really believe that God delights to care for me? Because if I do, then I can loosen my grip. If I do, then generosity isn’t frightening. Obedience isn’t terrifying. Stretching isn’t punishment. It’s an invitation to participate in His kingdom.

			Maybe that’s what He wants you to know today. You don’t have to try harder or give more. You don’t have to feel guilty about anxiety. Consider where fear has been quietly shaping your decisions, and bring that place back under the Father’s care.  

			You don’t have to pretend money isn’t real. God doesn’t want you to stop planning or ignore wisdom. But He does want you to release the weight of being your own provider. You were never meant to carry that alone.

			

			Seeking first God’s kingdom isn’t about losing control. It’s fully giving control to and trusting the One who already holds it. Even when the math doesn’t math.

		


			  

		






			[image: A person with curly hair is smiling warmly while wearing a dark jacket over a collared shirt against a plain background.

Description generated by AI]

			Kyle Negrete 

			Kyle Negrete wakes up every day excited to serve the world through business and generosity. An entrepreneur by day and aspiring poet by night, he played football at USC and then got a job working on Wall Street in investment banking with Blackstone. Kyle’s adventurous spirit led him to move to Haiti in 2016 to run a children’s home, and then in 2018, he moved his life to Austin, Texas. He’s lived a life of intentional engagement and worked across several sectors (entertainment, venture capital, consulting, and commodities), but has always found the outdoors, community, and social impact at the center of it all.

			Generosity and adventure have always been the cornerstones of Kyle’s life. In another lifetime, he would have been a full-time cowboy pushing cattle in the West. 

		


		


			​Open Hands

			​By Kyle Negrete

			True kingdom generosity is the courageous decision to release what we have been given so that God’s love, justice, and provision can flow freely through us to the world. We are called to live with open hands.

			I left my comfortable Wall Street job in 2016 to move to Haiti. On paper, it looked like I was walking away from opportunity, security, and the upward trajectory that so many spend their lives chasing. But deep down, I felt God inviting me into something different. Something closer to His heart. I left my job and moved to Port-au-Prince to oversee a children’s home with twelve incredible kids. Twelve beautiful, resilient, joy-filled children who had already lived through more hardship than most adults ever will. My job was simple in theory: Love them well. Create a safe home. Build a family. What I did not realize at the time was that those years would reshape my understanding of generosity more than any book, sermon, or financial success ever could.

			About half a mile from our house was one of the largest tent cities in Port-au-Prince. The earthquake had displaced thousands of families, and entire communities were living in makeshift shelters. When people imagine tent cities, they often picture rows of tents neatly arranged. The reality was far more raw. Tin roofs patched together with scrap metal. Walls made from Samaritan’s Purse tarps stretched across wooden poles. Dirt pathways weaved between homes that could barely withstand a strong rain. The heat was relentless. The smell of charcoal fires hung constantly in the air. Children ran barefoot through the dust. Life was fragile there, but it was also deeply communal.

			

			I began spending a lot of time walking through that community—not to bring programs or solutions, but simply to build relationships. I wanted to know names, hear stories, and sit with people. Proximity has a way of changing how you see the world. It is easy to talk about generosity from a distance. It is much harder when you are face-to-face with real lives and real needs.

			That is where I met Jacob.

			Jacob was one of the street kids in the community. He lived with his three brothers, one sister, and his mom. Their home was a tiny structure made from tarps and rusted sheets of tin. He had the kind of smile that made you feel like you had known him forever. From the moment we met, he had this quiet confidence and curiosity about him. Jacob quickly became my guy.

			As we built trust, I began inviting him over to my house. My place was simple by American standards, but compared to the tent city, it felt like another world. Jacob loved going up to the roof. From there, you could see across the city, the mountains rising in the distance, and the ocean stretching out on the horizon. He would lean over the edge, eyes wide, taking it all in.

			When Jacob came over, we would play games, listen to music, and just hang out. I tried to be intentional about how I helped. I did not want our relationship to become transactional. I did not want him to see me as a walking handout. But I always made sure he ate when he came over.

			After a few visits, he discovered one of my favorite childhood staples: peanut butter and jelly sandwiches. But not just any PB and J. The proper way. Slather peanut butter on both slices of bread, then lay down a thick layer of concord grape jelly right in the middle. It is the perfect combination of sweet and salty. Jacob loved them.

			Every time he came over, I would make him one, and he would devour it with the enthusiasm of someone discovering a five-star meal. One day, I noticed something strange. I had barely turned around after handing him the sandwich, and it was gone. Completely gone. It felt like I blinked and the sandwich had disappeared.

			

			At first, I thought he was just incredibly hungry. But after a few visits, I started noticing the same pattern. He would take one bite, chew quickly, and then the sandwich would vanish. One afternoon, curiosity got the best of me. When Jacob finished his sandwich and walked downstairs, I quietly followed him outside. I slipped around the side of the house so he could not see me.

			That is when I saw the full picture. Standing just outside the gate were two of his older brothers, hiding behind the wall. Jacob reached into the pocket of his cargo pants and pulled out the sandwich, which was not a sandwich anymore. It was a once bitten peanut butter and jelly wrapped in his pocket.

			He handed it to his brother, who immediately turned and started running back toward the tent city. The rest of the sandwich was going home to the family. In that moment, my heart broke. At first, I felt a deep sadness. A heaviness. The reality of hunger suddenly felt much closer than statistics or headlines. This was not poverty in theory; this was a little boy saving half a sandwich so his siblings could eat.

			But as I stood there watching, something else began to rise inside me—a realization. What I had just witnessed was generosity. Jacob was hungry. Yet the first thing he thought about was his family. Love compelled him to reach through the gate and take care of the people he loved. That image has stayed with me ever since.

			A once-bitten peanut butter and jelly sandwich passed through a gate. That was the definition of generosity. Generosity is rooted in love. And love is always asking one question: What am I willing to give for the sake of the beloved?

			

			Love gives.

			In that moment, Jacob was not the one receiving generosity. He was teaching it. Through the heart of a son, I caught a glimpse of the heart of the Father.

			Fear has a way of tightening our hands, doesn’t it? It whispers that there will not be enough—not enough time; not enough money; not enough security. Fear convinces us that survival depends on control. So we are tempted to clench our fists and white-knuckle our way through life, to hold tighter to our resources, attention, influence, and opportunities. We may even quietly build walls around what we believe is ours. The world trains us to protect our territory and secure our future through accumulation. But God’s kingdom operates on an entirely different economy, inviting us to open our hands. 

			Jesus spoke directly to this tension between fear and freedom when He said, “Do not be afraid, little flock, for your Father has been pleased to give you the kingdom. Sell your possessions and give to the poor. Provide purses for yourselves that will not wear out, a treasure in heaven that will never fail” (Luke 12:32-33 NIV). 

			God’s kingdom begins with this radical truth that our loving Father has already given us everything. When that truth sinks deep into the soul, generosity stops feeling like loss and begins to feel like liberation. I have discovered something surprising on my own journey: Growing in generosity is growing in freedom against fear. Fear tells us to hold on; faith invites us to release. Fear says to protect yourself; faith requires us to trust God. Generosity becomes the battlefield where these two voices collide inside the human heart.

			Simone Weil, a French philosopher, once wrote, “Attention is the rarest and purest form of generosity.” Before money ever enters the conversation, generosity begins with attention. Attention to God. Attention to people. Attention to suffering. The moment we truly see the needs of the world, something begins to stir inside us. The Spirit of God awakens compassion. And compassion demands a response. The real question is not whether we have resources. The real question is whether we have the courage to acknowledge what is happening around us. 

			

			One of the greatest temptations of modern life is distraction. Our lives are filled with noise, speed, and constant stimulation. Our calendars are packed, and our minds are occupied. Distraction quietly protects us from proximity to pain. If we never slow down long enough to see the needs around us, we will never feel the weight of responsibility to respond. 

			Jesus was never distracted from suffering. Scripture tells us that when Jesus saw the crowds, He had compassion on them because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd (Matthew 9:36 NIV). Jesus saw. He noticed the overlooked and the invisible, the blind man sitting on the roadside, the widow who placed two small coins in the offering, and the hungry crowd that had no food. Compassion begins with sight. True generosity requires what I would call a courageous capacity to look at the needs of the world. It is courageous because looking creates responsibility. Once we truly see, we cannot pretend that we did not.

			There is a natural tendency in every human heart to shrink back from this responsibility. The suffering of the world feels overwhelming. The problems feel too large, and the darkness feels too thick. So we quietly assume someone else will deal with it—someone more qualified or with more money or influence. But the kingdom of God rarely works that way. More often than not, God places a need directly in front of us and waits to see what we will do with it. The Apostle John wrote with striking clarity, If anyone has material possessions and sees a brother or sister in need but has no pity on them, how can the love of God be in that person? (1 John 3:17 NIV). Generosity is not primarily about resources. It is about the condition of the heart. A heart aligned with God cannot ignore suffering. The Spirit of God pulls us toward it. Not recklessly, but courageously.

			The early church provides one of the most radical pictures of generosity in human history. It was not a financial strategy or a social program, but a spiritual culture shaped by the resurrection of Jesus. The book of Acts describes a community transformed by the power of the gospel. 

			

			All the believers were one in heart and mind. No one claimed that any of their possessions was their own, but they shared everything they had. With great power the apostles continued to testify to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus. And God’s grace was so powerfully at work in them all that there were no needy persons among them (Acts 4:32-34 NIV). 

			This passage has always captivated me. Luke does not say the apostles required everyone to sell their possessions. There was no forced redistribution and no legal requirement. This descriptive language was not prescriptive law. God did not require the people to sell everything they owned and bring the proceeds to the church. Yet something remarkable happened. The people desired to share their belongings with other believers. The resurrection had so transformed their understanding of life, eternity, and ownership that generosity became instinctive. Luke continues, For from time to time those who owned land or houses sold them, brought the money from the sales and put it at the apostles’ feet, and it was distributed to anyone who had need (Acts 4:34-35 NIV). The result was extraordinary. There were no needy persons among them.

			Pause and let that statement settle. Poverty had effectively been abolished within that community. Not because of political policy. Not because of economic theory. Because of love. Because believers began to view their possessions through a kingdom lens: Everything belonged to God. Everything was available for His purposes. This is what happened when the church truly functioned like a family. Everyone abdicated their personal claim to ownership for the sake of the community’s flourishing. If one person suffered, everyone responded. It became illegal to have poverty in their community—not illegal by law, but illegal by love. That is the culture generosity creates when the Spirit of God transforms a community.

			

			Another lesson from the early church is that generosity is not meant to be abstract, but relational. The early believers did not simply donate to distant causes; they shared life with one another. They knew each other’s stories and struggles. Proximity should encourage our generosity. When you sit across the table from someone who cannot pay their rent, generosity becomes personal. Looking into the eyes of a single mother struggling to feed her children makes generosity urgent. When you understand the story behind someone’s pain, generosity becomes inevitable. 

			Jesus modeled generosity via proximity throughout His ministry. He touched the leper that others refused to approach, stopped for the blind man that the crowd tried to silence, and spoke with the Samaritan woman whom society rejected. Jesus did not operate from a distance; He moved toward people. 

			The incarnation itself is God’s ultimate act of proximity. The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us (John 1:14 NIV). God came close to us. Kingdom generosity follows that same pattern—it moves toward people, not away from them. When generosity becomes relational rather than transactional, it begins to transform both the giver and the receiver.

			Our culture quietly trains us to expect reciprocity. If I show up for you, you show up for me. If I give to you, you give to me. If I support you, you support me. On the surface, that seems fair. But it is not the way of God’s kingdom. Jesus confronted this expectation directly when He said, “If you love those who love you, what credit is that to you? Even sinners love those who love them” (Luke 6:32 NIV). The kingdom introduces a radically different motivation for generosity. Love that gives without requiring return. Love that serves without demanding recognition. Love that sacrifices without keeping score. 

			This kind of generosity can feel risky, unfair, and even lonely. Generosity that depends on reciprocation eventually collapses under disappointment. Generosity that flows from love remains steady because love is always looking at what it can give, not what it can get. The Apostle Paul writes, Each of you should give what you have decided in your heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver (2 Corinthians 9:7 NIV). Cheerful giving is not transactional. It is joyful participation in the heart of God.

			

			Something surprising happens when people begin to live generously. It becomes addictive in the best possible way. The joy of giving begins to outweigh the comfort of keeping. Jesus hinted at this dynamic when He said, “It is more blessed to give than to receive” (Acts 20:35 NIV). The word “blessed” here refers to a deep and abiding fulfillment. 

			Generosity unlocks a dimension of joy that accumulation never can. Money promises security, but generosity produces freedom. Possessions promise identity, but generosity produces purpose. The more we give, the more we discover something remarkable: Our God will continue to supply. The Apostle Paul describes this spiritual dynamic clearly when he writes, Now He who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will also supply and increase your store of seed and will enlarge the harvest of your righteousness (2 Corinthians 9:10 NIV). God funds generosity. When someone becomes addicted to giving, God often supports the habit, not as a formula for prosperity, but as a partnership in the work of His kingdom. God entrusts resources to people who are willing to release them.

			There are moments in history when glimpses of the kingdom break into the world—moments when communities reflect the heart of God so clearly that something sacred emerges. The emergence of the early church happened during one of those moments. For that window in time, believers looked closely at what God had called them to be. Unity replaced division. Generosity replaced scarcity. Love replaced self-interest. The believers were one in heart and mind. Imagine a world where people truly lived that way: a world where no one clung tightly to possessions, resources flowed freely toward need, and love shaped economic behavior. This is not theoretical; it happened. 

			The resurrection of Jesus reshaped priorities. 

			

			Sustaining that kind of culture requires constant spiritual alignment because selfishness always tries to creep back in. Fear always tries to regain control. The human heart must continually return to the source of generosity, which is God Himself.

			At the root of generosity is a transformation of identity. Self-centered living begins to dissolve as our attention shifts outward toward God and others. This transformation mirrors the life of Christ Himself. The Apostle Paul describes Jesus with breathtaking clarity when he writes, Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be used to His own advantage; rather, he made himself nothing by taking the very nature of a servant (Philippians 2:6-7 NIV). 

			Jesus gave Himself away. His life was not organized around self-preservation but around sacrificial love. When the Spirit of God reshapes our hearts, we begin to reflect that same posture. We become less preoccupied with ourselves, and our attention turns outward toward the needs of the world. That is where true generosity is born, not from obligation but from transformation.

			The world does not need more cautious generosity. It needs courageous generosity. The kind that refuses to shrink back. The kind that charges into darkness carrying the light of Christ. The kind that sees suffering and responds with love. There will always be reasons to hold back. Fear will always whisper. Scarcity will always threaten. But God’s kingdom invites us into a different story. A story where open hands replace clenched fists, resources flow through us rather than stopping with us, and love becomes the organizing principle of our lives. 

			Jesus said, “Freely you have received; freely give” (Matthew 10:8 NIV). Everything we have ultimately comes from God: our time, talents, finances, and opportunities. All of it is a gift. And gifts are meant to be shared. So let love begin with you today. Do not wait for perfect conditions. Do not wait for perfect reciprocation. Do not wait for someone else to go first. 

			

			Look at the needs of the world with courage. Pay attention. And when God places something in your hands—even a simple peanut butter sandwich—hear His invitation. With love, take this resource and get this justice done. 

			Open your hands and step into the freedom of generosity. Because in the kingdom of God, the people who give the most away often discover they never lose anything at all. They simply become free.

			Where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom (2 Corinthians 3:17 NIV).

		




		


			​Vision: ​Made for Financial Freedom

			God made you to be financially free, and having vision is where you begin. 

			You cannot build a new financial reality while maintaining your old habits. There is a 2.0 version of you that God designed; stepping into that version begins with seeing it clearly. Scripture tells us that without vision, people perish, which means if you cannot clearly see who you are becoming, you will remain where you are. There is a next level of your life that you are called to live out, especially in your finances. As you commit to consistent growth, you will begin to step into the version of yourself that God has already created you to be.

			Understand that financial freedom begins with identity. Three areas shape your financial identity: your way of being, your way of thinking, and your relationship with money. 

			Your way of being determines how you act. How you think determines the decisions you make. And how you feel about money shapes your behavior around it. 

			I have seen time and time again that the 2.0 version of a person does not just earn more—they think differently, make better decisions, follow through, and live with intention.

			Scripture reminds us, The Spirit of the Sovereign Lord is on me… to proclaim that freedom for the captives and release from darkness for the prisoners (Isaiah 61:1 NIV). 

			Some of you are called to change the entire financial trajectory of your family. Some of you will build a legacy that impacts generations beyond you. And some of you may recognize that you are the one who needs to be set free first. Wherever you are, freedom is available, and it begins with trust.

			As you move forward, you are going to become more aware of your finances than ever before. That level of awareness requires objectivity. It’s difficult to be objective about money; many people end up not trusting themselves because of past decisions, and some do not trust others, including systems or institutions. Know that there is One you can trust fully, and that is God. He knows your story, your struggles, and your desires, and He will guide you through this process.

			

			Start with who you are. If you were already living in financial freedom, what qualities would you likely exhibit? You would be disciplined, consistent, organized, responsible, prepared, strategic, generous, present, and in control. These are not just actions; they are character traits. Scripture says, “Be strong and courageous… for the Lord your God will be with you wherever you go” (Joshua 1:9 NIV). This is wise direction.

			When you define who you are, you begin to align your actions with who God called you to be. Discipline and consistency begin to flow. You cannot create a new life while remaining the same person. You must become the person who can sustain what you are building.

			Your mindset shapes everything that follows. The thoughts you think daily influence your decisions, habits, and outcomes. When your thinking shifts, the trajectory of your life follows. Scripture says, Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind (Romans 12:2 ESV). Your inner dialogue becomes your outer results.

			Many people carry limiting beliefs about money. They believe it is hard to make, that they will always struggle, or that they are not capable of managing it well. Take a moment and see that these thoughts are not true. They are patterns. And patterns can be changed. God has not given us a spirit of fear, but of power… and a sound mind (2 Timothy 1:7 NKJV). You have the ability to think intentionally, purposefully choosing your thoughts and actions.

			Think of your mind as a container. New vision requires new capacity. Scripture says, No one pours new wine into old wineskins… new wine must be put into new wineskins (Mark 2:22 NKJV). Your old mindset may have been reactive, impulsive, or fear-based. Your new mindset must become intentional, proactive, and aligned with truth. You are in control of your thoughts, and you can direct them toward limitation or toward possibility.

			

			God even gives clear instructions on what to focus on: Whatever things are true… noble… just… pure… lovely… meditate on these things (Philippians 4:8 NKJV). Begin aligning your thoughts with truth, because this is where transformation begins.

			Your relationship with money is the final piece and is often where the most emotion exists. When people think about money, they feel stress, pressure, fear, or uncertainty. Most were never taught how to manage money, so it feels overwhelming. Believe that your relationship with money can change.

			Even King David had to redirect his thoughts and emotions. Why are you cast down, O my soul?… Hope in God (Psalm 42:11 NKJV). You can move from stress to peace, from fear to confidence, and from uncertainty to clarity. This shift begins when you decide how you want to relate to money moving forward.

			Define who you are becoming, what you are choosing to think, and how you want to feel about your finances. The life you build will reflect those decisions. This process requires commitment. It requires showing up consistently and doing the work. Over time, you will begin to see transformation take place, not just in your finances, but in who you are becoming.

			Financial freedom begins the moment you decide who you are becoming.

			Journal Reflection

			1.	Who is the 2.0 version of you that God is calling you to become?

			2.	What are the three ways of being that define that version of you?

			3.	What thoughts have you been carrying that are keeping you in your current reality?

			

			4.	What thoughts do you need to begin aligning with truth?

			5.	What is one decision you can make today that aligns with who you are becoming?
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			Jeribai Tascoe 

			Jeribai Tascoe is an HGTV host/designer, licensed real estate agent, real estate investor, and creative entrepreneur. With a background in branding, design and development, home renovations, and real estate strategy, Jeribai helps clients navigate big decisions with clarity, creativity, and results. Outside of work, he hones his discipline on the jiu-jitsu mats, fuels his musical creativity behind the drum kit, and brings the same passion for excellence to every area of life. 

			Jeribai passionately desires to see men and women move beyond fear and confusion into true identity, manifesting their unique God-given greatness within. With the heart of a coach that encourages, challenges, and motivates, he operates with a grace that combines spiritual inspiration with practical wisdom and strategy to live a powerful life. 

			Along with serving God and others, some of Jeribai’s greatest joys are in being a husband and father, and in enjoying the moments of adventure and discovery with his wife and each of his children. His heart’s desire is to see men truly understand the joy and fulfillment that comes from leading with love and living a life of service to others.

		


		


			​True Worth

			​By Jeribai Tascoe 

			I was 14 when I earned my very first dollar by raking up what seemed to be endless layers of pine needles and fallen autumn leaves from the neighbor’s yard. The piles got higher and higher as my hands turned red and grew sore inside the yard gloves that were two sizes too big. A blister was developing on my palm, and I got a splinter from the aging rake handle as I pulled the last pile together.

			“I think I’m all done,” I said to the homeowner.

			He smiled widely and congratulated me on doing such a great job, then paid me with cold, hard cash—twenty-five big ones for five hours of raking. I still remember the walk home, pulling out the money again to look at it, holding it with my sore hands, and congratulating myself on a job well done. I had received money before, for a missing tooth or for a birthday gift from grandma, but this money was diﬀerent… I earned it.

			That first moment of earning did a lot for me as a young boy. I really loved how it made me feel: accomplished, valuable, and powerful. I grew up in a good home with good parents, including a father who taught me the value of working hard and a mother who taught me how to shop smart. I’ll never forget my dad’s familiar motto while we worked around the house: “You gotta learn
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