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Paul the apostle of Yeshua wrote a second letter to the Corinthian Christians, who had come across as borderline pagans and secured saints at the same time.

In order to address any issues of self-pity they might have, because of the spanking they got from his first letter, Paul gave the following remedy, saying, ‘I repeat: don’t let anyone think I am a fool. But even if you do, at least receive me as a fool; so that I too may do a little boasting! What I am saying is not in accordance with the Lord; rather, this conceited boasting is spoken as a fool would speak. Since many people boast in a worldly way, I too will boast this way. For since you yourselves are so wise, you gladly put up with fools! You put up with it if someone makes slaves of you, exploits you, takes you in, puffs himself up, slaps you in the face. To my shame, I must admit that we have been too “weak” to do such things! But if anyone dares to boast about something – I am talking like a fool! – I am just as daring. Are they Hebrew-speakers? So am I. Are they of the people of Israel? So am I. Are they descendants of Abraham? So am I. Are they servants of the Messiah (I am talking like a madman!) I am a better one! I have worked much harder, been imprisoned more often, suffered more beatings, been near death over and over. Five times I received “forty lashes less one” from the Jews. Three times I was beaten with rods. Once I was stoned. Three times I was shipwrecked. I spent a night and a day in the open sea. In my many travels I have been exposed to danger from rivers, danger from robbers, danger from my own people, danger from Gentiles, danger in the city, danger in the desert, danger at sea, danger from false brothers. I have toiled and endured hardship, often not had enough sleep, been hungry and thirsty, frequently gone without food, been cold and naked. And besides these external matters, there is the daily pressure of my anxious concern for all the congregations. Who is weak without my sharing his weakness? Who falls into sin without my burning inside? If I must boast, I will boast about things that show how weak I am. God the Father of the Lord Yeshua – blessed be he forever – knows that I am not lying! When I was in Dalmanuta, the governor under King Aretas had the city of Dalmanuta guarded in order to arrest me; but I was lowered in a basket through an opening in the wall and escaped his clutches.’

Let us examine each section of the passage. As you can see, there was a certain point when Paul the Jew felt it was time to list some of his sufferings, because there were certain Hebrews who were pretending to be God’s workers. He wrote, ‘I repeat: don’t let anyone think I am a fool. But even if you do, at least receive me as a fool; so that I too may do a little boasting! What I am saying is not in accordance with the Lord; rather, this conceited boasting is spoken as a fool would speak.’

Even though Paul the Jewish Christian was writing Holy Scripture in those words, what he was saying was not in accordance with Adonai because he was trying to make a point with the Corinthian Christians - his writing is what you might call a holy contradiction. Up to that point in his letter, he was approaching them through the front door of their hearts; now he was coming at them by way of the back door.

Then he continued: ‘Since many people boast in a worldly way, I too will boast this way. For since you yourselves are so wise, you gladly put up with fools! You put up with it if someone makes slaves of you, exploits you, takes you in, puffs himself up, slaps you in the face. To my shame, I must admit that we have been too “weak” to do such things! But if anyone dares to boast about something – I am talking like a fool! – I am just as daring.’

Then Paul of Tarsus starts with his language, ‘Are they Hebrew-speakers? So am I.’ Hebrew is the language of Holy Writ, but it is also known as the holy tongue. For thousands of years, Jews like Paul have prayed, studied, written and read in Hebrew. Some say the 22 letters of the Hebrew alphabet hold the secrets to creation and the key to God’s wisdom. The 22 letters of Hebrew are all consonants, none of which are lower case. Each letter (character) has its own sound and numerical value. How one pronounces these sounds varies. For our discussion here, those Hebrew words will be shown as translations, what some might call transliterations.

The letters and the words they form are holy, with layers of meaning. They were pronounced by God when the Hebrews (Jews) received the Torah (teaching of Moses) at Sinai, and those words have been read ever since. The letters are precise.

It is fair to say that those letters are the vessels through which God created the universe. God spoke, and the world came into being; those 10 statements are the garments through which the energy of the Lord (God) was translated into physical existence...

	Genesis 1:3 – And God said, 'Let there be light';

	Genesis 1:6 – And God said, 'Let there be an expanse...';

	Genesis 1:9 – And God said, 'Let the waters...be gathered';

	Genesis 1:11 – And God said, 'Let the earth sprout vegetation...';

	Genesis 1:14 – And God said, 'Let there be lights in the expanse...';

	Genesis 1:20 – And God said, 'Let the waters swarm...';

	Genesis 1:24 – And God said, 'Let the earth bring forth living creatures...';

	Genesis 1:26 – Then God said, 'Let us make man in our image...';

	Genesis 1:28 – And God said to them, 'Be fruitful and multiply...';

	Genesis 1:29 – And God said, 'Behold, I have given you every plant...'


One of the reasons why saved and unsaved Hebrews insisted that Hebrew was holy is because of its potency. There certainly is a good reason to believe that Hebrew is holy, partly because, before the tower of Babel, mankind spoke the same language, and it is believed that that language was Hebrew. Those scholars of Paul’s day insist that the power of the holy tongue is what fueled the initial success of the tower builders.

Since everything is created through words, the




	shalom, meaning ‘peace’;

	todah, meaning ‘thanks’;

	torah, meaning ‘teaching’;

	mitzvah, meaning ‘commandment’;

	Yehudi, meaning ‘Jew’;

	ahavah, meaning ‘love’;

	shabbat, meaning ‘sabbath’;

	kodesh, meaning ‘holy’;

	Hashem, meaning ‘the Name’ (the reference to God’s name);

	Ivrit, meaning ‘Hebrew’ (in reference to the Hebrew language);

	 imma, meaning ‘mommy’ (‘mother’);

	abba, meaning ‘daddy’ (‘daddy’);

	kosher, meaning ‘fit’ (for the consumption of food).
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