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Introduction

What’s the first thing you think of when you hear the name Layla? Probably not its Greek definition. If you’re a music fan, your answer is likely the finger-snapping sweetness and searing riffs of Eric Clapton’s song “Layla,” and maybe the tortured love triangle between Clapton, George Harrison, and Pattie Boyd that inspired it. Names are more than a collection of Latin root words and their attributes, they’re affected by the people who wear them and particularly by the way they’re used in movies, television, books, and, most importantly, in music.

Today’s babies are as likely to be named for a favorite rock song as a great-uncle. And why not? Rock music has long been the arbiter of cool, and it’s brimming with naming ideas. My high school class had both an Aja, for Steely Dan’s epic jazz-rock album, and a Rhiannon, for the bewitching character in a Fleetwood Mac song. For the musically inclined parent, there’s no better place to look for inspiration than the vast collection of leather-clad guitar gods, wispy folk strummers, rowdy riot grrrls, and sugar-sweet pop singers and the names that inspired them.

Rock and Roll Baby Names collects them all, from R&B singer Aaliyah to David Bowie’s “Ziggy Stardust” and everything in between. The definitions in this book aren’t from forgotten ancient languages (though, yes, it has those too), they’re derived from memorable lyrics and musicians—the girl next door in “Caroline, No” and “Sweet Caroline” or the twitchy hammer-wielding protagonist of “Maxwell’s Silver Hammer.” Everyone wants his or her own theme song. Rock and roll–named babies have them from birth.

Because rock is a nebulous genre that grabs influences from all over the place—South African jazz, harp music, a guy on the street playing the spoons—this book also has chapters for genres outside of rock that rub up against it, like hip-hop and country. If the name is common (like Jane), I’ve included a sampling of the most significant bearers and songs instead of listing them all. Ditto for names that are places or common words, like Geneva or Joy. If you want to submit a song or artist you think should have been included, you can do so on rockandrollbabynames.com, which is full of other goodies.

For the adventurous, the sky is pretty much the limit—you could name your tiny tyke Velouria for the Pixies song or take a page from David Bowie and name your son Zowie. But if your taste veers more toward the traditional, keep in mind that names like John, Alex, and Kim have just as much music snob cred. Contrarily, some of the people who make the most earth-shatteringly great music aren’t necessarily the best namesakes. Yes, U2 is great. No, you probably shouldn’t name your child The Edge. (Though his daughter’s name, Blue, is pretty darn cute.) But you knew that. No matter what name you choose, your baby’s going to rock.


1950s: Rock and Roll Pioneers

The 1950s are where it all really started: rockabilly cats, beach parties, teddy boys, and gum-snapping poodle skirt girls. This is the era of doo-wop groups and “Long Tall Sally,” a bonanza for a parent looking for a name that’s gone the cycle from cool to stuffy to cool again—like Addie or Elias.

GIRLS

Addie, Addy

ENGLISH: Variation of Adelaide, Addison, or Adeline; noble

ROCK AND ROLL: Bubbly, bright, friendly

RELATED ARTISTS/SONGS: Addie McPherson (The Shirelles), “Addie Bowie” by The Glove, “For Addie Rose” by Jason Ringenberg, “Addie” by Greg Maroney, “Dear Addy” by King Creole and the Coconuts

LINER NOTES: Addie McPherson met the other Shirelles in high school; the group was called The Poquellos, and then Shirley & the Shirelles, before The Shirelles.

Arlene, Arleen

IRISH: Variation of Arlyn, blessed

ROCK AND ROLL: Takes pleasure from simple things, loves traveling

RELATED ARTISTS/SONGS: Arlene Smith (The Chantels), Arleen Lanzotti (The Delicates), “Arlene” by The Handsome Family, “Arlene” by Crystal Bowersox, “Arlene” by Marty Stuart, “Arleen (aka Arlene)” by Widespread Panic

LINER NOTES: Crystal Bowersox wrote the song “Arlene” for her tour bus driver.

Babette

FRENCH: Form of Barbara, foreigner

ROCK AND ROLL: Sultry, sophisticated, stylish

RELATED ARTISTS/SONGS: Babette Chinery (The Beverley Sisters), Babette Ory, “Babette” by Mantovani, “Babette” by Bob Gordon, “Babette!” by Pepper Rabbit, “Babette” by Vector Lovers

LINER NOTES: The Beverley Sisters were older sister Joy, Babette, and her twin sister Teddie; the Girls were the highest paid entertainers in Europe for twenty years.


Bonnie, Bonny

SCOTTISH: Pretty

ROCK AND ROLL: Gorgeous, glamorous, and totally gangster

RELATED ARTISTS/SONGS: Bermuda Bonnie, Bonnie Raitt, Delaney & Bonnie, “Bonnie” by Supertramp, “Bonnie” by Big Dipper, “Bonnie B,” by Jerry Lee Lewis, “Bonnie Taylor Shakedown 2K4” by Hellogoodbye, “Bonny” by AC/DC

“Bonnie B, she’s like a little queen bee.”

—JERRY LEE LEWIS



Brenda

CELTIC: Blade

ROCK AND ROLL: A spunky sweetheart

RELATED ARTISTS/SONGS: Brenda Fassie, Brenda Kahn, Brenda Lee, “Brenda” by The Four Tops, “Brenda” by Memphis Slim, “Brenda” by The Jon Spencer Blues Explosion, “Brenda’s Got a Baby” by 2Pac, “Brenda” by the Cupids

LINER NOTES: Brenda Lee’s nickname was “Little Miss Dynamite,” thanks to her hit song “Dynamite” and her small stature.

Caledonia

LATIN: Scotland

ROCK AND ROLL: Exotic, dreamy, an artist

RELATED ARTISTS/SONGS: “Caledonia” by Dougie MacLean, “Caledonia Mission” by The Band, “Caledonia” by The Gourds, “Caledonia” by Cromagnon, “Caldonia” by Louis Jordan

LINER NOTES: Folk songstress Shawn Colvin named her daughter Caledonia.

Carol, Carole

FRENCH: Joyful song

ROCK AND ROLL: Lyrical, talented, good at dancing

RELATED ARTISTS/SONGS: Carole King, Carol Sloane, “Carol” by Chuck Berry, “Carol” by Slint, “My Carol” by Mark Olson, “Hello Carol” by The Gladiators, “Carol” by Al Stewart

LINER NOTES: Chuck Berry’s song “Carol” has been covered by The Beatles, The Rolling Stones, The Doors, Charlie Daniels, and The Flamin’ Groovies, among others.


Chloe

GREEK: Young green shoot

ELTON JOHN: “I will always be your friend, Chloe.”

LOUIS ARMSTRONG: “I’ll roam through the dismal swamplands, searching for you.”

BLOOD OR WHISKEY:
“She was my soapbox derby queen.”

MOTHER LOVE BONE:
“Chloe’s just like me, only beautiful.”



Clarabella, Clarabelle

LATIN: Combination of Clara and Bella, bright and beautiful

ROCK AND ROLL: Eager, literary, sweet

RELATED ARTISTS/SONGS: “Clarabella” by The Jodimars, “Clarabella” by Francisco Repilado, “Clarabelle” by Todd Howarth

LINER NOTES: “Clarabella” was first recorded by The Jodimars, but it’s best known from The Beatles’ recording of the song on the radio show Pop Go the Beatles.

Claudette

FRENCH: Form of Claude, deliberate

ROCK AND ROLL: Pretty, lucky, loving

RELATED ARTISTS/SONGS: Claudette Robinson (The Miracles), Claudette Soares, Claudette Ortiz, “Claudette” by Roy Orbison, “Claudette” by Status Quo

LINER NOTES: Berry Gordy called Claudette Robinson the “First Lady of Motown” because she was the first woman signed to his label; she had taken her brother’s place in The Miracles after he was drafted into the army.

Connie

LATIN: Short for Constance, unwavering

ROCK AND ROLL: Sweet-talkin’ girl, loves poodle skirts and bouffants

RELATED ARTISTS/SONGS: Connie Dover, Connie Francis, Connie Smith, “Connie” by Duane Eddy, “Connie” by Neil Sedaka, “Connie” by Commander Cody and His Lost Planet Airmen, “Connie” by The Dubs, “Connie O” by The Four Seasons

LINER NOTES: Before he married Sandra Dee, Bobby Darin dated Connie Francis, offering to elope with her. Francis’s father ran Darin out of the house at gunpoint when he heard of their plans, effectively ending their relationship.

Darla

ENGLISH: Dear girl

ROCK AND ROLL: Cute, sweet, trusting

RELATED ARTISTS/SONGS: Darla Farmer, “Darla” by Buck Evans, “Darla” by Lali Puna, “Darla” by Robert J. Kral, “Chasin’ Darla” by Cows, “Darla” by Why?

LINER NOTES: Darla Records, an independent label based in San Diego, was named in the tradition of 1950s labels with women’s names.

Edna

HEBREW: Pleasure

ROCK AND ROLL: Dark and glamorous, a renegade

RELATED ARTISTS/SONGS: Edna’s Goldfish, Edna Lewis, Edna May, “Evil Edna” by Bob Seger, “Edna” by The Medallions, “Songs for Edna” by Caroline Weeks, “Edna Frau” by Jeff Buckley

LINER NOTES: Doo-wop group The Medallions coined the phrase “pompatus of love,” which Steve Miller used in the song “Joker.”

Faye, Fay

ENGLISH: Fairy

ROCK AND ROLL: Mystical, beautiful, swift, believes strongly in tradition.

RELATED ARTISTS/SONGS: Faye Adams, Faye Wong, “Faye Dunaway” by Edie Sedgwick, “Run Fay Run” by Isaac Hayes, “Miss Fay Regrets” by The Pretty Things, “Faye Tucker” by Indigo Girls, “Faye” by Jandek

LINER NOTES: R&B pioneer Faye Adams became known on the 1950s nightclub circuit as “Atomic Adams” in tribute to her powerful voice.

Gertie

ENGLISH: Form of Gertrude, strength of spear

ROCK AND ROLL: Sunny, blond, doesn’t take any guff

RELATED ARTISTS/SONGS: Noel and Gertie, Gertie Gitana, “Flirty Gertie” by The Jiv-A-Tones, “My Gal Gertie” by Dub Dickerson, “(Heartless) Hertie Gertie” by Crazy Elephant, “Ah Gertie” by The Caresser, “Grandma Gertie” by Shelley Hirsch

LINER NOTES: Texas rockabilly singer Dub Dickerson’s biggest songs besides “My Gal Gertie” were “Owl Hoot Blues” and “Sweet Bunch of Bittersweets.”

Ginger

ENGLISH: Red-haired

ROCK AND ROLL: Freckle-faced and adorable, has a wild side

RELATED ARTISTS/SONGS: Ginger Hildebrand, Ginger Smock, Ginger Rogers, “Jack & Ginger” by We Are Scientists, “Ginger Snaps” by Dean & Britta, “Ginger Ale” by The Clean, “Ginger (Bein’ Free)” by Oneida, “Ginger” by Lilys

LINER NOTES: Ginger Rogers had an ice cream soda fountain installed in her house to entertain guests.

Ginny, Jinny

ENGLISH: Form of Ginger, Virginia, or Jennifer; fair

ROCK AND ROLL: Adorable, courageous

RELATED ARTISTS/SONGS: Jinny Osborn (The Chordettes), Ginny Owens, Ginny Arnell, “Ginny” by The Duprees, “Ginny” by The Smart Tones

LINER NOTES: The Chordettes’ Jinny Osborn was born Virginia Cole; her father was then the president of the Barbershop Harmony Society.

Glenda

SCOTTISH: Feminine version of Glen, valley

ROCK AND ROLL: An old-fashioned girl, doe-eyed, warm, innocent

RELATED ARTISTS/SONGS: Glenda Collins, Glenda Millar (Juluka), Glenda Lynn, “Glenda and the Test” by Toy Dolls, “Glen or Glenda” by Howard Shore

LINER NOTES: Though Glenda Collins’s musical career was short-lived, her association with famed Merseybeat producer Joe Meek has made her albums valuable collector’s items, fetching around $100 each.

Irene

GREEK: Peace

ROCK AND ROLL: Funny and pretty but flighty

RELATED ARTISTS/SONGS: Irene Cara, Irene Kral, Irène Schweizer, “Goodnight, Irene” by Leadbelly, “Irene” by Caribou, “Irene” by The Fugs, “Irene” by John Carroll

LINER NOTES: Though “Goodnight, Irene” was first recorded by blues musician Leadbelly, The Weavers, Frank Sinatra, and Moon Mullican all recorded hit cover versions of the song; it also inspired Hank Thompson’s 1954 answer song, “Wake Up, Irene.”


Jacqueline

FRENCH: Variation of Jacques, supplanter

ROCK AND ROLL: Sentimental, loves the summer, classy, spunky

RELATED ARTISTS/SONGS: Jacqueline Boyer, Jacqueline Schwab, Jacqueline Steiner, “Jacqueline” by Big Bill Broonzy, “Jacqueline” by Hugh Mandell, “Jacqueline” by Franz Ferdinand, “Jacqueline” by The Durutti Column, “Jacqueline” by The Coral

“Spicy as a magazine and twice as sassy.”

—BOBBY HELMS



Jaime, Jamie

SPANISH: Variation of James, replacement

ROCK AND ROLL: Divine, long-haired, fresh, loves The Beach Boys

RELATED ARTISTS/SONGS: Jamie Kyle, “Jamie” by Weezer, “Jamie” by Eddie Holland, “Jamie” by Ray Parker Jr., “Jamie’s Cryin’” by Van Halen

LINER NOTES: Before recording “Jamie’s Cryin’,” David Lee Roth quit smoking and drinking to get a cleaner sound. The recording turned out so poorly on the first take that Ted Templeman ordered him to go outside and smoke before recording another version.

Joy

ENGLISH: Happiness

ROCK AND ROLL: Exuberant, peppy, cute

RELATED ARTISTS/SONGS: Joy Layne, Joy DeCastro (The DeCastro Sisters), Joy Division, “Road to Joy” by Bright Eyes, “Joy” by Isaac Hayes, “Joy” by The Minutemen, “Joy” by Marvin Gaye

LINER NOTES: Joy Layne recorded her biggest hit, a cover of The Poni-Tails’ “Your Wild Heart,” when she was just fifteen.


Julie

LATIN: Youthful

DAVID BOWIE:
“I’m yours ’til the end.”

JENS LEKMAN:
“Oh, Julie… you could have me for a cigarette lighter.”

WAYLON JENNINGS:
“Pretty as the answer to any man’s dream.”

THE BOBBY FULLER FOUR:
“Julie, I need your love so bad.”

THE KINKS:
“She had a timeless glow, she was the image of youth.”



Kay

ENGLISH: Variation of Katherine, pure

ROCK AND ROLL: Elegant, sweet, kindhearted

RELATED ARTISTS/SONGS: Kay Starr, Kay Strother (The Bell Sisters), “Kay” by Eric Sloss, “Kay” by Nino Rota, “Kay” by Alain Marion, “If You See Kay” by The Script

LINER NOTES: Pop and jazz singer Kay Starr, best known for “The Wheel of Fortune” and “The Rock-and-Roll Waltz,” grew up on a farm, where she serenaded the chickens.

Lizzie, Lizzy

HEBREW: Form of Elizabeth, God’s promise

ROCK AND ROLL: Hypnotizing, a fun dance partner, the lifeguard of the year

RELATED ARTISTS/SONGS: Thin Lizzy, Lizzy Mercier Descloux, “Dizzy Miss Lizzy” by Larry Williams, “Lizzy” by the Melvins, “Lizzy” by Ben Kweller

LINER NOTES: “Dizzy Miss Lizzy” is modeled on Little Richard’s “Good Golly, Miss Molly.” The Beatles covered the song at the suggestion of Ringo Starr.

Lois

GREEK: Friendly

ROCK AND ROLL: Laid-back, adventurous, wonderful

RELATED ARTISTS/SONGS: Lois Reeves (The Vandellas), Lois Maffeo, “Lois” by Mystic Shake, “Dennis and Lois” by The Happy Mondays, “Lois Ann” by Wes Montgomery, “Lois” by Dirge

LINER NOTES: At five-foot-one, The Vandellas’ Lois Reeves went by the nickname “Pee-Wee.”

Lucille

FRENCH: Light

ROCK AND ROLL: Beautiful, independent, impetuous

RELATED ARTISTS/SONGS: “Lucille” by Little Richard, “Lucille” by The Drifters, “Lucille” by Kenny Rogers, “Lucille Talks Back” by B.B. King

LINER NOTES: B.B. King once ran into a burning building to rescue his guitar. The next day, King found out that two men died in the blaze, fighting over a woman named Lucille. King named his guitar Lucille as a reminder to never run into a fire again.


Lulu

ARABIC: Form of Luella, pearl

ROCK AND ROLL: Sensible during the day, a club queen at night, stylish

RELATED ARTISTS/SONGS: Lulu, “Lawless and Lulu” by Buckcherry, “Lulu” by James Taylor, “A Happening for Lulu” by The Jimi Hendrix Experience, “Bang Bang Lulu” by The North Mississippi Allstars, “Lulu Walls” by John Prine

“Crazy and a nighttime angel, she had a colorful career.”

—BUCKCHERRY



Maybellene

ENGLISH: Form of Mabel, friendly

ROCK AND ROLL: A teenage dream, flighty

RELATED ARTISTS/SONGS: “Maybellene” by Chuck Berry, “Maybellene” by Elvis Presley

LINER NOTES: Chuck Berry adapted the song “Maybellene” from Roy Acuff’s “Ida May”; he named the protagonist after glancing at a mascara box on the floor of the studio.

Nadia

ARABIC: Delicate

ROCK AND ROLL: Feisty, worldly, intelligent

RELATED ARTISTS/SONGS: Nadia Ali, Nadia Boulanger, Nadia Oh, “Nadia” by Jeff Beck, “Nadia” by Sonny Red, “Nadia” by David Monte Cristo

LINER NOTES: Nadia Boulanger, known as the “tender tyrant,” taught composition to both Quincy Jones and Philip Glass.

Nadine

FRENCH: Hope

ROCK AND ROLL: Sophisticated, pretty, breezy

RELATED ARTISTS/SONGS: Nadine Coyle (Girls Aloud), Nadine Shamir, “Nadine” by Chuck Berry, “Nadine” by Frank Black and the Catholics, “Nadine” by Mos Def, “Nadine” by Led Zeppelin, “Nadine” by Levitation

LINER NOTES: Chuck Berry’s “Nadine” was his foray into go-go; it rocketed up the charts thanks to the frug dance craze, in which dancers would shake their hips from right to left without moving their feet.

Nan

ENGLISH: Form of Nancy or Nanette, generous

ROCK AND ROLL: Sweet, old-fashioned, wise

RELATED ARTISTS/SONGS: Nan Castle, “Nan You’re a Window Shopper” by Lily Allen, “Nan Ding” by Slint, “Nan” by Ween, “Nan’s Song” by Robbie Williams

LINER NOTES: Rockabilly singer Nan Castle, known for her song “Star Light, Star Bright,” was born Nancy Castleberry; she was one of Chet Atkins’s early recruits for the Grand Ole Opry.

Patience

ENGLISH: Virtuous

ROCK AND ROLL: Calm, generous, sweet

RELATED ARTISTS/SONGS: Patience McIntyre (Patience & Prudence), “Patience” by Guns N’ Roses, “Is Patience Still Waiting?” by The Juliana Theory, “Patience” by Rites of Spring

LINER NOTES: Sister singing act Patience & Prudence McIntyre were the daughters of Mark McIntyre, an orchestra leader in Frank Sinatra’s entourage.

Peggy, Peg

GREEK: Variation of Margaret, pearl

ROCK AND ROLL: Enchanting, blond, sassy

RELATED ARTISTS/SONGS: Peggy Lee, Peggy March, Peggy Seeger, “Peggy Sue” by Buddy Holly, “Peggy Day” by Bob Dylan, “Pretty Peggy-O” by Simon & Garfunkel, “Peggy Gordon” by The Corrs, “Peggy” by Phish

LINER NOTES: Buddy Holly’s song “Peggy Sue” was originally titled “Cindy Lou,” after his niece; he changed the title for Crickets’ drummer Jerry Allison’s girlfriend.

Priscilla

LATIN: Old

ROCK AND ROLL: Rambunctious, strong, a wild child

RELATED ARTISTS/SONGS: Priscilla Presley, Priscilla Ahn, Priscilla Price, “Priscilla” by Meat Loaf, “Priscilla” by Soft Machine, “Priscilla” by Suzanne Vega, “Priscilla” by Graham Central Station

LINER NOTES: Elvis first met Priscilla Presley in Germany when he was in the army; she was only fourteen at the time. They kept in touch via phone and letters for four years, and then she moved to Graceland and married him.


Queenie

ENGLISH: Ruler

ROCK AND ROLL: Statuesque, charming, a temptress

RELATED ARTISTS/SONGS: Queenie Smith, Little Queenie, “Too Cool Queenie” by Stone Temple Pilots, “Little Queenie” by Chuck Berry, “50 Ft. Queenie” by PJ Harvey, “Queenie’s Suite” by Nick Cave, “Teenage Queenie” by Pussycat

“Lookin’ like a model on the cover of a magazine.”

—CHUCK BERRY



Ruth

HEBREW: Companion

ROCK AND ROLL: Sassy, bold, confident

RELATED ARTISTS/SONGS: Ruth Brown, Ruth Price, Ruth Etting, “A Rose and Baby Ruth” by Marilyn Manson, “Ruth” by Herbie Mann, “Ruth” by Hot Chocolate, “Red Bowling Ball Ruth” by The White Stripes, “Ruth Is Sleeping” by Frank Zappa

LINER NOTES: 1950s R&B sensation Ruth Brown only came out of retirement in the 1970s at the urging of comedian Redd Foxx; she went on to play DJ Motormouth Maybelle in John Waters’s Hairspray.

Sally

ENGLISH: Form of Sarah, princess

ROCK AND ROLL: Slender, fun-loving, a dreamer

RELATED ARTISTS/SONGS: “Sally Gal” by Bob Dylan, “Long Tall Sally” by Little Richard, “Mustang Sally” by Wilson Pickett, “Sally Simpson” by The Who, “Sally Can’t Dance” by Lou Reed

LINER NOTES: A little girl named Enotris Johnson passed songwriter Robert Blackwell a scrap of paper with the lyrics “Saw Uncle John with Long Tall Sally,” and Blackwell wrote the rest.

Sparkle

ENGLISH: Shimmer

ROCK AND ROLL: Luminous, peppy, beautiful

RELATED ARTISTS/SONGS: Sparkle Moore, Sparklehorse, “Sparkle City” by Shuggie Otis, “Sparkle” by Cameo, “Sparkle” by Phish, “Jewel to Sparkle” by The Juliana Theory, “Sparkle” by Everclear

LINER NOTES: Rockabilly pioneer Sparkle Moore, born Barbara, got her nickname from a character in the comic Dick Tracy; she was known for wearing men’s clothing and an Elvis-style pompadour on stage.

Theresa, Teresa

GREEK: Harvester

ROCK AND ROLL: Kind, funny, sparkling

RELATED ARTISTS/SONGS: Teresa Brewer, Teresa De Sio, Theresa Nervosa (Butthole Surfers), “Theresa’s Sound World” by Sonic Youth, “Theresa” by Citien Cope, “St. Teresa” by Joan Osborne, “Teresa” by Eddie Cochran, “Teresa” by Charles Brown

LINER NOTES: Teresa Brewer wrote “I Love Mickey” about her crush on baseball player Mickey Mantle; her other novelty hits included “Choo’n Gum” and “Molasses, Molasses.”

Wanda

SLAVIC: Shepherdess

ROCK AND ROLL: Powerful, the life of the party, self-sufficient

RELATED ARTISTS/SONGS: Wanda Jackson, Wanda Hutchinson (The Emotions), Wanda Young (The Marvelettes), “For Wanda” by A Silver Mt. Zion, “Wicked Wanda” by Stephen Malkmus and the Jicks, “Wanda” by The Forester Sisters

LINER NOTES: Self-proclaimed First Lady of Rockabilly Wanda Jackson briefly dated Elvis when she was still a teenager; she later recorded a tribute album to Presley, I Remember Elvis.

Zola

FRENCH: From the earth

ROCK AND ROLL: Quirky, witty, brave

RELATED ARTISTS/SONGS: Zola Jesus, Zola Taylor (The Platters), “Zola Budd” by Chumbawamba, “Zola” by Fred Simon, “Zola” by Joseph Robichaux & His New Orleans Rhythm Boys

LINER NOTES: The Platters’ Zola Taylor was one of three women who claimed to be Frankie Lymon’s wife; Halle Berry played Taylor in Why Do Fools Fall in Love.

BOYS


Billy

ENGLISH: Diminutive of William, staunch defender

ROCK AND ROLL: Childhood friend, intellectual, adventurous, drawn to guns

RELATED ARTISTS/SONGS: Billy Corgan (Smashing Pumpkins), Billy Idol, Billy Joel, “Billy Breathes” by Phish, “C’mon Billy” by PJ Harvey, “Billy’s Bones” by the Pogues, “Billy” by Lou Reed, “Billy’s Third” by the Undertones

“Billy was a friend of mine/I grew up with him ever since we were nine.”

—LOU REED



Bo

NORDIC: Full of life

ROCK AND ROLL: An original, bouncy, funny

RELATED ARTISTS/SONGS: Bo Bice, Bo Carter, Bo Diddley, “Story of Bo Diddley” by The Animals, “Bo Demmick” by The Fall, “Bo Bo” by Boogie Down Productions

LINER NOTES: Bo Diddley pioneered the “Bo Diddley beat,” created by slapping parts of the body and used in songs from George Michael’s “Faith” to The Stranglers’ “I Want Candy,” while he was trying to play Gene Autry’s “(I Got Spurs That) Jingle, Jangle, Jingle.”

Boyd

SCOTTISH: Blond

ROCK AND ROLL: Southern, sweet, well mannered

RELATED ARTISTS/SONGS: Boyd Bennett, Boyd Rice, Joe Boyd, “Mr. Boyd” by Argosy, “Mr. Boyd” by My Life Story

LINER NOTES: Boyd Bennett, best known for the rockabilly hit “Seventeen,” later formed a music variety show called Boyd Bennett and His Space Buddies about a crew of singing astronauts.

Bud, Buddy

ENGLISH: Friend

ROCK AND ROLL: Pioneer, original, pal, sometimes used as slang for weed or weed dealer

RELATED ARTISTS/SONGS: Bud Freeman, Buddy Guy, Buddy Holly, “My Name Is Buddy” by Ry Cooder, “Buddy” by De La Soul, “Buddy Holly” by Weezer, “Buddy” by Willie Nelson, “Billy Bud” by Morrissey

LINER NOTES: Buddy Holly had a dog named Alonzo and a cat named Booker T.

Byron

ENGLISH: Cottage for cows

ROCK AND ROLL: Eccentric but educated, a poet

RELATED ARTISTS/SONGS: Byron Case, Byron Lee, Byron Roberts (Bal-Sagoth), “Byron” by The Mekons, “Byron” by Liam Gallagher, “Lord Byron’s Luggage” by Warren Zevon

LINER NOTES: Ska bandleader Byron Lee named his group the Dragonaires after his college soccer team.

Carl, Karl

SWEDISH: King

ROCK AND ROLL: Supportive, often overshadowed

RELATED ARTISTS/SONGS: Carl Palmer (Emerson Lake & Palmer), Carl Perkins, Karl Kaiser, “Carl’s Big Chance” by The Beach Boys, “Carl” by J Mascis, “Carl Perkins’ Cadillac” by Drive-By Truckers

LINER NOTES: Though Elvis made it famous, Carl Perkins was the musician who wrote “Blue Suede Shoes.” He was inspired after seeing a man get angry at his date for scuffing his shoes.

Chuck

GERMAN: Diminutive of Charles, manly

ROCK AND ROLL: Cool, innovative, guitar genius, demanding

RELATED ARTISTS/SONGS: Chuck Berry, Chuck D, Chuck Dukowski (Black Flag), “Chuck” by Maximillian Colby, “Chuck Baby” by Chuck Brown, “Chuck’s Beat” by Chuck Berry and Bo Diddley, “Chuck” by Sum 41, “Good Luck Chuck” by The Dandy Warhols

LINER NOTES: Chuck Berry owns a warehouse full of Cadillacs, one of almost every model back to the 1950s; he has four children, Ingrid, Chuck Jr., Aloha Isa, and Melody Exes.

Clarence

LATIN: Bright

ROCK AND ROLL: Creative, a daydreamer, a problem solver

RELATED ARTISTS/SONGS: Clarence “Gatemouth” Brown, Clarence Clemons (The E Street Band), Clarence Greenwood (aka Citizen Cope), “Clarence” by Shel Silverstein, “Clarence in Wonderland” by Soft Machine, “Clarence in Wonderland” by Gong

LINER NOTES: Guitarist Clarence “Gatemouth” Brown fused blues music with zydeco, jazz, and R&B; he was Frank Zappa’s favorite musician.

Cully, Culley

IRISH: Variation of Culver, dove

ROCK AND ROLL: Mellow, a good friend

RELATED ARTISTS/SONGS: Culley Holt (The Jordanaires), Frank Culley, “Culley on Bleecker Street” by Nice Beaver, “Cully” by Sarah-Jane Himmelsbach

LINER NOTES: The founding members of The Jordanaires were all ordained ministers; they went on to play with Elvis until he moved to Las Vegas.

Dick

GERMAN: Form of Richard, leader

ROCK AND ROLL: A friend, goofy, loves to play practical jokes

RELATED ARTISTS/SONGS: Dick Clark, Dick Dale, “Handsome Dick” Manitoba (The Dictators), “Dick” by The Dandy Warhols, “Dick’s Slow Song” by The Tindersticks, “Dick” by Penthouse, “Dick” by Guano Apes

LINER NOTES: King of Surf Guitar Dick Dale played in several beach party movies in the 1950s and 1960s, including Muscle Beach Party and A Swingin’ Affair.

Elias

GREEK: Variation of Elijah, the Lord is my God

ROCK AND ROLL: Daring, proud

RELATED ARTISTS/SONGS: Elias Bates (aka Bo Diddley), “Elias” by Dispatch, “Elias” by Wolfsheim

LINER NOTES: Whenever he was credited as a songwriter, Bo Diddley used the name Elias McDaniel.

Fabian

LATIN: Bean seller

ROCK AND ROLL: A smooth talker, handsome

RELATED ARTISTS/SONGS: Fabian Forte, Lara Fabian, “Fabian” by Tripod, “Fabian” by Nordafjells, “Fabian’s World” by Mustasch

LINER NOTES: The 1980 film The Idolmaker was a thinly veiled account of teen pop icon Fabian Forte’s rise and fall from fame, the rise mostly due to electronic manipulation of his voice; Fabian has three children, Christian, Julie, and Ava.

Grady

IRISH: Hardworking

ROCK AND ROLL: Adventurous, loves a good time, a gentleman

RELATED ARTISTS/SONGS: Grady Martin, Grady Tate, Grady Nichols, “Grady and Dubose” by Nana Grizol, “Grady” by Ronny Cox, “Grady” by Rhonda Robinson

LINER NOTES: Nashville A-Team session musician Grady Martin headed Willie Nelson’s band and played on Roy Orbison’s “Pretty Woman”; he’s credited with inventing the fuzzy, distorted guitar sound by playing a session with a malfunctioning mixing board.

Harris

ENGLISH: Harry’s son

ROCK AND ROLL: Mischievous, fun, sprightly, and cool

RELATED ARTISTS/SONGS: Calvin Harris, Eddie Harris, Emmylou Harris, Hal Harris, “Harris” by Sam Dickens, “Harris” by Mansun

LINER NOTES: Texas rockabilly singer Hal Harris was nicknamed “Fuzzy” for his murky, bluesy guitar solos.

Herman

GERMAN: Soldier

ROCK AND ROLL: Creative, introverted, whimsical, has a rich fantasy life.

RELATED ARTISTS/SONGS: Herman’s Hermits, Herman Rarebell (Scorpions), Herman Santiago (The Teenagers), “Herman the Human Mole” by The Residents, “Herman” by The Jerky Boys, “Herman” by Uncle Mingo

LINER NOTES: Songwriter Herman Santiago penned the song “Why Do Fools Fall in Love”; his group was originally called The Ermines, then The Coupe de Villes, and then The Premiers before finally settling on The Teenagers.

Hugh

GERMAN: Intellectual

ROCK AND ROLL: Brave, resourceful, nobly born

RELATED ARTISTS/SONGS: Hugh Cornwell (The Stranglers), Hugh Hopper (Soft Machine), Hugh Masekela, “Hugh” by Nightnoise, “Courage (for Hugh MacLennan)” by The Tragically Hip, “Sir Hugh” by Andrew King

LINER NOTES: South African flugelhornist Hugh Masekela, best known for his work with Miriam “Mama Africa” Makeba, has a son, Salema, who hosts extreme sports shows on ESPN.

Ike

HEBREW: Variation of Isaac, laughter

ROCK AND ROLL: Quirky, cool, rowdy, has a few bad habits

RELATED ARTISTS/SONGS: Ike Quebec, Ike Turner, “Ike’s Mood” by Isaac Hayes

LINER NOTES: Ike Turner began working at Clarksdale, Mississippi’s radio station WROX when he was eight years old. He ran the elevator and changed records for the DJ.

Jay

SANSKRIT: Victory

ROCK AND ROLL: Brainy, devastatingly witty, flighty

RELATED ARTISTS/SONGS: Jay Bennett (Wilco), Jay Reatard, Screamin’ Jay Hawkins, “Jay” by Andy Williams, “Jay” by Grace Slick, “Jay” by Eek-A-Mouse, “Blue Jay Way” by The Beatles

LINER NOTES: Screamin’ Jay Hawkins once emerged from a coffin on stage to win a $300 bet with a local DJ.

Jerome

GREEK: Sacred name

ROCK AND ROLL: Rugged, a pioneer, a lady killer

RELATED ARTISTS/SONGS: Jerome Arnold (The Paul Butterfield Blues Band), Jerome Green, Jerome Kern, “Jerome” by Galaxie 500, “Jerome” by Barenaked Ladies, “Jerome” by Lykke Li, “Jerome” by Jim Sullivan, “Bring It to Jerome” by Bo Diddley

LINER NOTES: Jerome Green played the maracas with Bo Diddley’s band; he was originally recruited to pass the hat around while Diddley busked on the street.


Jerry

GREEK: Variation of Gerald or Jerome, sacred name

SMASHING PUMPKINS:
“You are forever my star.”

QUIMBY:
“Jerry can dance, finally.”

JOHN MELLENCAMP:
“He sees the world through a ten-year-old boy’s eyes.”

BURNING SPEAR:
“Play, Jerry, play, play your guitar.”

Link



ENGLISH: Form of Lincoln, town by the pool

ROCK AND ROLL: Experimental, adventurous, dramatic, rowdy

RELATED ARTISTS/SONGS: Link Wray, “Link” by Robyn Miller, “Link” by Bananarama, “Link” by Mike Stern

LINER NOTES: Link Wray was part Shawnee Indian; he was posthumously inducted into the Native American Music Awards Hall of Fame.

Louie

GERMAN: Variation of Louis, brave warrior

ROCK AND ROLL: Pale, fun-loving, a romantic

RELATED ARTISTS/SONGS: Louis Bellson, “Louie Louie” by The Kingsmen, “Louie” by Allen Touissant, “Brother Louie” by Stories

LINER NOTES: Though the FBI conducted a two-year obscenity investigation on the song “Louie Louie,” the song remained uncensored because researchers found that the lyrics are “unintelligible at any speed.”

Mitch

ENGLISH: Form of Michael, Who is like God?

ROCK AND ROLL: Funny, mellow, well organized

RELATED ARTISTS/SONGS: Mitch Miller, Mitch Mitchell, Mitch Ryder, “Mitch” by Paul Heaton, “Mitch” by Tom Garvin, “Mitch” by Phil Woods

LINER NOTES: Winona Ryder took the pseudonym “Ryder” when she saw a Mitch Ryder LP in her dad’s record collection.

Morris

ENGLISH: Form of Maurice, dark-skinned

ROCK AND ROLL: Smart, loves the open road

RELATED ARTISTS/SONGS: Morris Stoloff, Morris On, “Morris Brown” by OutKast, “Morris Day” by Felt, “Morris” by The Middle Men

LINER NOTES: Morris Stoloff’s biggest pop hit was “Moonglow,” the love theme from the movie Picnic; he later became Frank Sinatra’s musical director.

Nolan

IRISH: Renowned

ROCK AND ROLL: Suave, wordly, likes to hang with the boys

RELATED ARTISTS/SONGS: The Nolan Sisters, John Nolan, Nolan Strong, “Nolan” by Wally, “Nolan” by Jeff Stanley, “Nolan” by Scott Foster, “Nolan Ryan” by The Winks

LINER NOTES: Doo-wop crooner Nolan Strong was so influential on a young Lou Reed that in one Rolling Stone interview the Velvet Underground singer said, “If I could really sing, I’d be Nolan Strong.”

Obie, Obi

ENGLISH: Form of Obadiah, servant of God

ROCK AND ROLL: Politically aware, soulful, kind

RELATED ARTISTS/SONGS: Obie Benson (The Four Tops), Obie Trice, Obi Best, “Obi” by Toots Thielemans, “Obi” by Lori Bell

LINER NOTES: The Four Tops’ bass singer Obi Benson cowrote Marvin Gaye’s “What’s Going On?”; he had two daughters, Ebony and Toby.

Presley

ENGLISH: Holy meadow

ROCK AND ROLL: Royalty, revered, fresh-faced

RELATED ARTISTS/SONGS: Elvis Presley, “Presley” by Le Bambine

LINER NOTES: When Elvis visited Richard Nixon in the White House in 1970, Nixon greeted him with “You dress kind of strange, don’t you?” to which Elvis replied, “Mr. President, you got your show, and I got mine.”

Raymond

ENGLISH: Protector

ROCK AND ROLL: Beloved son, unconventional, handsome

RELATED ARTISTS/SONGS: Raymond Scott, Raymond Burrell (Bad Company), Raymond McGinley (Teenage Fanclub), “Raymond” by Bellini, “Raymond” by Space, “Raymond” by Brett Eldredge

LINER NOTES: Composer Raymond Scott invented several instruments, including the Clavivox, a synthesizer that translated levels of light into musical notes.

Richard

ENGLISH: Powerful leader

ROCK AND ROLL: Practical, dependable, steadfast

RELATED ARTISTS/SONGS: Little Richard, Richard Hell, Richard Berry, “Richard III” by Supergrass, “Richard” by Slowdive, “The Last Time I Saw Richard” by Joni Mitchell, “Richard Cory” by Simon & Garfunkel, “Postcards from Richard” by Elton John

LINER NOTES: Little Richard presided over Demi Moore and Bruce Willis’s wedding in 1987; actress Ally Sheedy was a bridesmaid.

Rochester

ENGLISH: Fortress on a rock

ROCK AND ROLL: Sly, witty, a Northerner

RELATED ARTISTS/SONGS: Rochester Neal (The Dixie Nightingales), Rochester Fosgate, Anthony Rochester, “Rockin’ Rochester” by the 5.6.7.8’s, “Rochester” by Craig Armstong, “Rochester’s Farewell” by Michael Nyman, “Rochester” by Tackhead

LINER NOTES: Southern gospel group The Dixie Nightingales’ David Ruffin was later the lead singer of The Temptations.

Roosevelt

DUTCH: From the rose field

ROCK AND ROLL: A showman, bold, cheerful

RELATED ARTISTS/SONGS: Roosevelt Mays (The Danleers), Roosevelt Sykes, “Hotel Roosevelt” by Augustana, “Roosevelt Room” by Conor Oberst, “Roosevelt” by Missing Joe

LINER NOTES: Boogie-woogie pianist Roosevelt Sykes, nicknamed “The Honeydripper” for his way with the ladies, was known for continually smoking a cigar as he played.

Ronnie

NORSE: Variation of Ronald, royal advisor

ROCK AND ROLL: A small-town boy, brave, good-hearted

RELATED ARTISTS/SONGS: Ronnie Earl, Ronnie Hawkins, Ronnie James Dio, “Ronnie” by Metallica, “Ronnie” by Tracker

LINER NOTES: Also known as Rompin’ Ronnie, Ronnie Hawkins was known for his talent-scouting; the members of his backup band, The Hawks, went on to form The Band and Janis Joplin’s Full Tilt Boogie Band.

Roy

SCOTTISH: Roy

ROCK AND ROLL: An improviser, sensitive, a stand-up guy

RELATED ARTISTS/SONGS: Roy Acuff, Roy Orbison, Roy Milton, Roy Wood (ELO), “Roy” by C.W. McCall, “Roy” by Slim Dusty, “Roy” by Richard Harris, “Roy” by RB Morris, “Roy Walker” by Belle & Sebastian, “Hats Off to (Roy) Harper” by Led Zeppelin

LINER NOTES: Roy Orbison was Johnny Cash’s lifelong friend and next-door neighbor. When Orbison’s house burned down in 1968, Cash bought the property and planted an orchard on it in tribute to the Orbisons.

Rudolph, Rudolf

GERMAN: Famous wolf

ROCK AND ROLL: Speedy, an underdog, forever associated with the red-nosed reindeer

RELATED ARTISTS/SONGS: Adam Rudolph, Rudolph West, Kevin Rudolf, “Run Rudolph Run” by Chuck Berry, “Rudolf” by White Trash Debutantes, “Rudolf” by Bobo Stenson

LINER NOTES: Johnny Marks, the songwriter who wrote the original version of “Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer” also wrote the rock version “Run, Rudolph, Run” for Chuck Berry.

Scotty

ENGLISH: Variation of Scott, Scottish

ROCK AND ROLL: Loyal, intellectual, a fan favorite

RELATED ARTISTS/SONGS: Scotty, Scotty Moore, “Scotty Doesn’t Know” by Lustra, “Beam Me Up Scotty” by Nicki Minaj, “Watching Scott Die” by The Dead Milkmen, “Watching Scotty Grow” by Bobby Goldsboro, “Scotty Doesn’t Know” by Sum 41

LINER NOTES: Elvis’s backing guitarist Scotty Moore was a major influence on Keith Richards; in his memoir, Richards commented, “Everyone else wanted to be Elvis—I wanted to be Scotty.”

Seymour

ENGLISH: Marshland

ROCK AND ROLL: Brainy, conservative, shy

RELATED ARTISTS/SONGS: Seymour Spiegelman (The Hilltoppers), Seymour Stein, “Seymour Stein” by Belle & Sebastian, “Seymour” by Vapnet, “Seymour” by The Ominous Seapods, “Seymour” by The Spoils

LINER NOTES: Sire Records cofounder Seymour Stein was a pivotal figure in new wave music, signing The Ramones, The Talking Heads, and Madonna for the first time.

Stewart, Stuart

ENGLISH: Guardian of the house

ROCK AND ROLL: Forthright, courageous, has a terrible sense of direction

RELATED ARTISTS/SONGS: Stuart Sutcliffe, Stuart Zender (Jamiroquai), Stuart Murdoch (Belle & Sebastian), “Stuart” by The Dead Milkmen, “Stuart” by Ruby Blue, “Stuart and the Ave.” by Green Day, “Stuart Gets Lost Dans Le Metro” by Someone Still Loves You Boris Yeltsin

LINER NOTES: Stuart Sutcliffe, the original bass player of The Beatles, is pictured on the covers of both Sgt. Pepper’s Lonely Heart’s Club Band and Anthology 1.

Tab

AMERICAN INVENTED, CIRCA 1952

ROCK AND ROLL: Handsome, a dreamboat

RELATED ARTISTS/SONGS: Tab Hunter, Tab Smith, “Tab” by Monster Magnet, “Tab” by The Hellacopters, “Tab” by Komet

LINER NOTES: Teen Idol Tab Hunter was known as “the Sigh Guy” for his dreamy good looks.

Vito

ITALIAN: Life

ROCK AND ROLL: Wealthy, spiritual, a flashy dresser

RELATED ARTISTS/SONGS: Vito Picone (The Elegants), Big Vito, “Vito’s Ordination Song” by Sufjan Stevens, “Remember Vito Andolini” by Nino Rota

LINER NOTES: The Elegants founder Vito Picone played bit parts in Goodfellas, The Sopranos, and Analyze This.

Wydell

ENGLISH: Form of Wade, river ford

ROCK AND ROLL: Spiritual, clever

RELATED ARTISTS/SONGS: Wydell Jones (The Edsels), Wydell Croom, “Tiny Snaps Wydell” by Tyler Bates, “The Last Triumphant Ride of Sheriff Wydell” by A House Cursed

LINER NOTES: Wydell Jones’s group The Edsels are known for their big hit “Rama Lama Ding Dong.”

 

Rock Pioneers’ Children

Rock stars in the 1950s were pioneering more than the music genre; they were kicking off a tradition of children with superstar names. Chuck Berry’s daughters Aloha Isa and Melody Exes have names that seem just as fresh and original now as they did in the 1950s and 1960s. Take some inspiration from the rock parents of yesteryear for names with some spunk and flash to them.

 


	BABY NAME	ROCK PIONEER PARENT

	Aloha Isa	Chuck Berry

	Doreen	Bill Haley

	Jay Perry	The Big Bopper

	Jolie	Brenda Lee

	Knox	Sam Phillips

	Link Elvis	Link Wray

	Lisa Marie	Elvis Presley

	Martha Maria	Bill Haley

	Melody Exes	Chuck Berry

	Mona Kay	Link Wray

	Roy DeWayne	Roy Orbison

	Sherri Ann	Gene Kelton

	Terri Lynn	Bo Diddley



 

Famous Guitars’ Nicknames

Some rock stars are known for smashing their instruments, but others treat their guitars almost like children. They get pampered, cleaned, and a few of them even get names. Below are rock musicians and the names they gave their musical instrument babies.

 


	Eric Clapton	Blackie, Brownie

	Bo Diddley	Big B, The Twang Machine

	Rory Gallagher	Ex-Sunburst

	Jerry Garcia	Alligator

	Billy Gibbons	Pearly Gates

	George Harrison	Rocky

	Jimi Hendrix	Betty Jean

	Albert King	Lucy

	B.B. King	Lucille

	Bob Marley	Old Faithful

	Brian May	Red Special

	Tom Morello	Soul Power, Arm the Homeless

	Willie Nelson	Trigger

	Les Paul	The Log

	Randy Rhoads	Harpoon

	Eddie Van Halen	Frankenstrat

	Stevie Ray Vaughan	Number One or First Wife

	Neil Young	Old Black



 

Elvis Baby Names

Maybe no figure in rock and roll history has been as influential on the world of baby names as Elvis Presley. In fact, it took until 2011—thirty-four years after the King took his final bow—for Elvis to leave the top 1000 names in the United States. While naming your tot Elvis might put a lot of expectations on his wee shoulders, there are plenty of sources of inspiration in Presley’s lyrics.

 


GIRLS

Annie

Aubrey

Blue

Cindy

Creole

Frankie

Gladys

Guadalajara

Hawaii

Hula

Judy

Kentucky

Leilani

Lucia

Mamie

Marie

Maybellene

Memphis

Mona

Petunia

Queenie

Sally

Violet

Viva

BOYS

Aaron

Abraham

Adam

Antonio

Danny

Jericho

Jesse

John

Johnny

Joshua

Mojo

Penn

Presley

Sam

Teddy

Tennessee

Tupelo



 

Just Names: Legends

From Axl to Elvis to Ozzy, if you want a name that’s instantly recognizable as a music fan’s choice, you couldn’t do much better than to select from the icons below.

 

GIRLS

Beyoncé

AMERICAN: Derived from Beyince, blessed

LINER NOTES: Beyoncé Knowles got her unusual name from her mother’s maiden name, Biyince; her family nicknames are Bee and Juju.

Dolly

AMERICAN: Dainty

LINER NOTES: Dolly Parton’s advocacy efforts to save the bald eagle earned her the Partnership Award from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.

Fiona

GAELIC: Fair

LINER NOTES: Fiona Apple has a tattoo of the letters “FHW” on her back, a reference to a dream about flying, in which the people below her cried “Fiona Has Wings!”

Janis

HEBREW: Variation of Jane, God is merciful

LINER NOTES: Though Janis Joplin’s best-known nickname is Pearl, her close friends and family called her “Tex,” an homage to her home state of Texas.

Liza

HEBREW: Variation of Elizabeth, God’s promise

LINER NOTES: Liza Minnelli’s first film appearance was as a baby, in the last shot of mother Judy Garland’s 1949 film In the Good Old Summertime.

Madonna

LATIN: My lady

LINER NOTES: Madonna has a tattoo of Marilyn Monroe’s face on her butt.

Stevie

ENGLISH: Variation of Stephanie, laureled

LINER NOTES: Stevie Nicks was runner-up for prom queen in high school.

BOYS

Axl

GERMAN: Peaceful

LINER NOTES: In his youth, William “Axl” Rose taught Sunday school at his church. He adopted the stage name Axl after a band he once played in.

Bono

LATIN: Good

LINER NOTES: Before Bono’s band named itself U2, it went by The Hype and, briefly, by the name Feedback.

Bruce

ENGLISH: From the willows

LINER NOTES: An ice cream stand in Belmar, New Jersey, is named “10th Avenue Freeze Out” in honor of the Bruce Springsteen song.

Duke

ENGLISH: Royalty

LINER NOTES: Duke Ellington’s first job was hawking peanuts at baseball games in Washington, D.C.

Elton

ENGLISH PLACE NAME: Eel town

LINER NOTES: Elton John’s son, Zachary Jackson Levon, got his second middle name from John’s song “Levon.”

Elvis

NORSE: All wise

LINER NOTES: Elvis Presley had a pet turkey named “Bowtie.”

Jimmy, Jimmie, Jimi

HEBREW: Variation of James, he who supplants

LINER NOTES: Left-handed Jimi Hendrix played with his right hand in front of his father, who believed left-handedness was a sign of the devil.

Keith

SCOTTISH: Forest

LINER NOTES: Keith Richards estimates that he only slept two nights out of every week for many years, and therefore he has “been conscious for at least three lifetimes.”

Les

ENGLISH: Form of Leslie, fortified

LINER NOTES: Before settling on his stage name (his birth name was Lester Polsfuss), Les Paul used the names Rhubarb Red and Red Hot Red.

Mick

ENGLISH: Form of Michael, Who is like God?

LINER NOTES: Mick Jagger has seven children by four women: daughters Karis, Jade, Elizabeth, and Georgia May, and sons James Leroy, Gabriel Luke, and Lucas Maurice.

Miles

LATIN: Soldier

LINER NOTES: At Miles Davis’s wedding to Cicely Tyson, Bill Cosby was his best man.

Ozzy

HEBREW: Variation of Oz, courageous

LINER NOTES: Ozzy Osbourne’s “O-Z-Z-Y” tattoo across the knuckles of his left hand was one he did himself with a sewing needle and pencil lead.

Ringo

ENGLISH: Form of Richard, leader

LINER NOTES: Ringo Starr’s son, Zakk, went on to play drums with The Who.

Sting

AMERICAN INVENTED

LINER NOTES: Sting got his nickname from the yellow and black striped sweater he wore when playing with The Phoenix Jazzmen.


Pop Icons: Divas, Crooners, and Bubblegum

From Elton to Whitney, Bette to Wayne, pop rock is rich in possibility for names with star potential. If you want your li’l bit to have his or her name in flashing lights, there’s no one better to look to than divas, crooners, and boy bands, those that have brought inspiration to their bubblegum and found something one-of-a-kind and simply sweet.

GIRLS

Alexandra

GREEK: Defender

ROCK AND ROLL: A nightclub queen, joyful, boisterous, and brassy

RELATED ARTISTS/SONGS: Alexandra Burke, “Alexandra Leaving” by Leonard Cohen, “Back to Alexandra” by Dave Matthews Band, “Alexandra” by Aventura

LINER NOTES: Leonard Cohen’s song “Alexandra Leaving” is an adaptation of the poem “God Abandons Antony” by Constantine P. Cavafy.

Aretha

GREEK: Virtue

ROCK AND ROLL: Exuberant, warm, the undisputed queen, loves unusual hats

RELATED ARTISTS/SONGS: Aretha Franklin, “Aretha, Sing One for Me” by George Jackson

LINER NOTES: Aretha Franklin’s youngest son, Kecalf, is a Christian rap artist. His name is a combination of the initials of his parents’ names: Kenneth E. Cunningham Aretha Louise Franklin.


Barbara, Barbra

LATIN: Foreigner, stranger

ROCK AND ROLL: Loves to dance, the hometown girl who makes it big

RELATED ARTISTS/SONGS: Barbra Streisand, Barbara Mandrell, “Barbara Ann” by the Beach Boys, “Barbara” by Frank Sinatra, “Major Barbara” by Aerosmith, “Barbara” by the Temptations

“There’s no one like her, like Barbara.”

—FRANK SINATRA



Bette

HEBREW: Variation of Elizabeth, God is abundance

ROCK AND ROLL: Brassy, confident, bright, and blond

RELATED ARTISTS/SONGS: Bette Midler, “Bette” by the Jesse Green Trio

LINER NOTES: Bette Midler starred in the first professional production of Tommy, The Who’s rock opera.

Brandi, Brandy

DUTCH: Brandy wine

ROCK AND ROLL: A good girl with a mischievous streak, intoxicating

RELATED ARTISTS/SONGS: Brandy (Norwood), Brandi Shearer, “Blackberry Brandy” by T Bird and the Breaks, “Brandy (You’re a Fine Girl)” by Looking Glass, “Too Much Brandy” by The Streets, “Brandy” by Kenny Chesney, “Brandy” by the O’Jays

LINER NOTES: R&B singer Brandy is Snoop Dogg’s first cousin.

Brittany, Britney

CELTIC: A Breton

ROCK AND ROLL: Sultry, resilient, sensitive

RELATED ARTISTS/SONGS: Brittani Senser, Britney Spears, Brittany Wells, “Brittany” by Lil’ Louis & the World, “Brittany’s Back” by The Love Language

LINER NOTES: Britney Spears was the point guard on her high school’s basketball team; her childhood nickname was “Pinky.”

Carly, Carli

GERMAN: Free

ROCK AND ROLL: Romantic, sensitive, mysterious

RELATED ARTISTS/SONGS: Carly Simon, “Carly” by The Capes, “Age of Loneliness (Carly’s Song)” by Enigma, “Carly” by Jack Nietzsche, “Carly” by The Higher

LINER NOTES: Though it’s been more than thirty years since the song was written, Carly Simon refuses to divulge who “You’re So Vain” is about; contenders include Warren Beatty, James Taylor, and David Geffen.

Cassandra, Cassie

GREEK: Prophet

ROCK AND ROLL: Intuitive, wise, knowing, has a hard time getting people to listen

RELATED ARTISTS/SONGS: Cassie Ramone (Vivian Girls), Cassandra Ventura (aka Cassie), Cassandra Wilson, “Cassie” by Dolly Parton, “Cassandra











































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































	SO YOU LIKE…	FOR A BOY	FOR A GIRL

	Aretha Franklin	Jack
(“The House That Jack Built”)	Louise
(Aretha’s middle name)

	Barbra Streisand	Nick
(Funny Girl’s Nick Arnstein)	Jenny
(“Jenny Rebecca”)

	Britney Spears	Jayden
(Her son Jayden)	Lucky
(“Lucky”)

	Cher	Jesse
(“Just Like Jesse James”)	Bonnie
(Cher’s original stage name)

	Christina Aguilera	Cruz
(“Cruz”)	Genie
(“Genie in a Bottle”)

	Diana Ross	Lee
(“Mr. Lee”)	Blue
(Album Blue)

	Janet Jackson	Jackson
(Janet’s last name)	Damita
(Janet’s middle name)

	Lady Gaga	Alejandro
(“Alejandro”)	Stefani
(Gaga’s real name)

	Madonna	Isaac
(“Isaac”)	Eva
(Her character in Evita)

	Mariah Carey	Alfred
(Mariah’s beloved dad)	Honey
(“Honey”)

	Shakira	Carlos
(Collaborator Carlos Santana)	Gitana
(“Gitana”)

	Tina Turner	Craig
(“Craig”)	Zelma
(Tina’s mother)

	Whitney Houston	Clive
(Mentor Clive Davis)	Joy
(“Joy”)








	BABY NAME	POP STAR PARENT(S)

	Ava	Fred Astaire

	Blue Angel	U2’s The Edge

	Bluebell Madonna	Geri Halliwell

	Bobbi Christina	Whitney Houston and Bobby Brown

	Brando	Frankie Valli

	Bronx Mowgli	Ashlee Simpson

	Carla	Frankie Avalon

	Chastity Sun	Cher

	D’Andrea	Tony Bennett

	Daegel	Tony Bennett

	Egypt	Alicia Keys

	Elijah Blue	Cher

	Emilio	Frankie Valli

	Emma Maribel	Jennifer Lopez

	Francesco	Frankie Valli

	Kecalf	Aretha Franklin

	Kenya	Gladys Knight

	Kingston	Gwen Stefani

	Lourdes	Madonna

	Mary Frances	Bing Crosby

	Melody	Gene Vincent

	Mercy James	Madonna

	Mirabella Bunny	Bryan Adams

	Moroccan	Mariah Carey

	Noelle	Andy Williams

	Phoenix Chi	The Spice Girls’ Melanie Brown

	Ricci	Dean Martin

	Shanga	Gladys Knight

	Shari	Harry Belafonte

	Zuma	Gwen Stefani
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