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        With things in the Land of the Dead starting to leak into the Land of the Living, life as the gods know it is in danger.

      

        

      
        Egyptian goddess Isis has been dutifully guarding her husband's body while he's in the afterlife, but as time goes on, she becomes increasingly concerned about the amount of time he's been there.

      

        

      
        Soon, she finds herself making the journey from the Land of the Living to the Land of the Dead, facing things she's never encountered before, because she needs to bring her husband home and restore the balance in the world.

      

        

      
        Can she find him before it's too late?

        -

        Journey of the Queen is the final book in the Forgotten Gods series and is based on Egyptian mythology. It is based on the mythology surrounding Isis, Osiris, and the Land of the Dead, and includes a wife determined to rescue her husband.

      

        

      
        If you enjoy Egyptian mythology, gods and goddesses, quests and adventures, and a modern setting, then you should start the Forgotten Gods series!

      

      

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            A  Note On The Gods & Goddesses Of The Forgotten Gods Universe

          

          
            
              [image: ]
            

          

        

      

    

    
      Due to the span of Ancient Egyptian history, many gods and goddesses took on multiple roles over the span of time. In most cases, the gods and goddesses in the fictional Forgotten Gods Universe have been given one of their various aspects. The family links the Ancient Egyptians formed between their gods weren't meant to represent blood family, but aspect ties. This is why many of the gods and goddesses are consorts with their siblings. In the context of the Forgotten Gods Universe, none of the gods are related to one another by blood, but many choose to create family bonds.

      You can see a full list of Gods & Goddesses in the Forgotten Gods Universe, as well as other definitions and information, on my website.
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      The sound of my sandals hitting the stone floor echoed around the corridor as I made my way down to the Hall of Judgement. It wasn't my final destination, that was a chamber off the side of it where my husband's body currently lay. He should already be back from the Land of the Dead after his last trip, and yet he hadn't returned yet.

      I tried not to worry about it too much, but with the increasing problems we were having with the veil between the two lands, I wasn't completely sure that all was well. I couldn't explain it, but I felt like I just knew that something was wrong.

      But maybe that was me. I could get to the room and find Osiris waiting for me, ready to pull me into his arms and tell me about what he'd seen in the afterlife. I wasn't foolish enough to think that would be the end of our problems, not when they seemed to extend to a tear in the veil that kept the Land of the Living separate from the Land of the Dead.

      The wall paintings on the wall watched in the way they always did, with images of the gods at the height of our power going about our duties. Even though some of them had fallen to the wayside at this point, it was a good reminder of what we stood for, and the importance of what we did to keep the world in balance. Even if we'd forgotten it for a while.

      I pushed open the door that led to Osiris' resting chamber, not surprised to find Anput waiting for me. The dark-haired goddess got to her feet and smiled at me. "Good evening, Isis."

      "Is it?" I responded.

      She gave me a pitying look, which I couldn't say I was particularly fond of even if it was somewhat warranted. "Nothing yet."

      I let out a sigh and looked at the prone form of my husband. His skin had taken on the green pallor it always did when he wasn't using this body, though it wasn't nearly as vibrant as the green skin he had when he was in the afterlife. The innate magic within him went to keeping the body alive, it couldn't hold the appearance he usually opted for in the Land of the Living. Luckily, there was no chance of any humans seeing him when he was here, so it didn't particularly matter. It was when he was walking around Karnak that it might be a problem, though I suspected that most tourists would believe that he was someone dressing as Osiris, rather than the god himself.

      "Has there really been nothing?" I asked Anput as I looked over his still form.

      She shook her head.

      I sighed. "It's been too long."

      "He's been gone this long before," she responded. "And he'll be back before you know it."

      I offered her a weak smile. I was grateful for her optimism, but I couldn't share it. He had been gone this long before, but that had been centuries ago, maybe even millennia. It had been at the height of our power when he'd had a lot to deal with while there. I knew there was a lot now too, but it still felt different.

      "I can ask Anubis to head through the door to Duat and see if he can find him?" she suggested.

      I shook my head. "He has enough on his plate. I know that we're asking a lot of him."

      "He's fine," she assured me. "He doesn't love being around people, but that doesn't mean he's going to neglect his duties."

      "Well, I'm grateful for it. But I can't ask him to go to the afterlife after Osiris."

      "The offer is there if you change your mind," she said.

      "Thank you. Speaking of Anubis, perhaps you might like to go spend some time with him? I can stay here for a bit." As much as I appreciated Anput's help, especially as she'd taken up her post as one of Osiris' protectors without a single complaint, it was still strange to have her in the room when I wanted to be with Osiris.

      She nodded. "You know where I'll be if you need me." She paused for a moment, but ultimately left without saying anything else.

      I let out a sigh and pulled one of the chairs over to Osiris' head. Over the course of the past few months, the gods who had been helping me guard Osiris and keep him safe while he was in the afterlife, had made this place much more comfortable than it had been before.

      I sat down and leaned over so I could touch my husband's face. He looked peaceful, but I knew that could be deceiving and had no relation to what was happening to him in Duat. The only thing that reassured me was that he wasn't able to die. At least not this way.

      "Come home soon, my love," I said as I smoothed my hand down his cheek. He wasn't able to hear me when he was in this state, but it made me feel better to talk to him. After thousands of years together, I could almost imagine what he would say to me in response.

      I leaned back in my seat and tried not to get too worried about the situation. He'd been gone for almost a month, which was longer than normal, and it was getting to the point where I would need to do something about it.

      "Please come home," I whispered. "I know that you need to do a lot of things in the afterlife, but at least send me some kind of indicator that you're all right." It was a wasted request, and there was no point praying either, considering he was one of the people I would be directing it to. If he could hear me, then I wouldn't need a prayer to do it.

      Hopefully, nothing had gone too wrong in the afterlife and stopped him from returning. I wasn't sure what that could possibly be, but I wished there was an easier way of finding out than going there myself. While we'd originally planned on me going to the Land of the Dead regularly when Osiris had been killed by Seth, it hadn't worked out like that. It turned out that I had to pass by some of the more unsavoury parts of the journey unless I was with someone else who could make the journey, so I hadn't done it that often. And when I had, it had been with Osiris at my side so that I could bypass those things.

      Unfortunately, as much as I wanted to wait here until he woke up, I wasn't able to do that. Karnak and the court of gods who lived here needed organising, especially when many of them were now doing shifts in Duat to keep Apep in check. Perhaps if I could find out who was going tonight, I could get them to take a message to Osiris.
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