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      I woke up to the sound of my best friend Hannah calling me from the other end of my house.  She'd let herself in early on a Saturday morning and for some reason was yelling at me as she ran up the stairs.

      "Jade!" she hollered.  "Where are you?  I've got some exciting news!"

      I rolled over and squinted at my clock on the nightstand.  It was a little past eight.  Saturdays were the only day of the week I allowed myself to sleep in, and I was more than a little ticked at her rude intrusion.

      "Aren't you up yet?" she called.  "Get up—you're not going to believe what I just heard."

      I rolled over and wrapped my pillow around my ears as she dashed into my bedroom.  She paused for a minute smiling at my feeble attempt to block her out of my morning daze, then she pounced on the bed below my curled-up knees.

      "Wake up, sleepyhead!" she squealed, pushing my shoulders to rouse me from my slumber.

      "This better be good," I said, raising my pillow a few inches and peering at her through thin eyes.  "You know how much I worship my weekend sleep-ins."

      "You'll be glad I woke you when you hear what I have to tell you," she said.  "Besides, you're gonna want to get up and begin planning your day right away.  We're going to need a few extra hours to go shopping."

      I pulled my duvet cover over my shoulders and huffed.

      "What could possibly be so important to drag me out of my soft and cozy bed this early in the morning?"

      I peered outside, looking at the gray clouds hanging low in the late October skies.  I was in no hurry to venture out into the chilly autumn air.

      "Only the biggest private shindig of the year.  Steve Bannon is hosting his annual Halloween party at his mansion on the lake, and we're invited!"

      "Isn't that the party with all the A-list celebrities?  How did you score an invitation?"

      Hannah peered at me with a wicked look in her eyes.

      "Let's just say I know somebody who knows somebody.  Someone with whom I may have pulled a few strings to earn some special favors."

      "I bet that's not the only thing you were pulling to earn those favors," I said, raising an eyebrow.

      "Possibly," she smirked.  "But I apparently impressed him enough with my naked gymnastics to land an invitation to this special event.  Except this year, it's got an extra twist.  This time it's going to be a nude costume party."

      I lifted my head and propped the side of my face on a crooked elbow, suddenly intrigued.

      "Isn't that an oxymoron?  How can you be in costume and naked at the same time?"

      Hannah smiled and handed me a gold-embossed card inscribed with fancy calligraphy writing.  I felt the raised surface of the script on the tips of fingers, rubbing it gently trying to divine its meaning through my still bleary eyes.  Somebody had gone to a great deal of effort to create an invitation card on par with the most extravagant wedding.

      I pulled myself up and leaned against my headboard, slowly reading the message.

      
        
        You are cordially invited to attend my annual Halloween costume ball at my estate overlooking Lake Michigan.

        This year I've added a special twist to make it even more interesting.  You're encouraged to wear as little or as much trappings as you feel comfortable—including nothing at all beyond a simple mask.  With everyone baring a little more than usual, who knows what kind of shenanigans might break out, and we're always mindful of protecting the anonymity of our special guests.

        Of course, I encourage everyone to be playful and creative with their choice of costumes, as this is always the highlight of the event.  As in previous years, there will be a special prize for the best costume of the evening and we hope you'll be suitably daring and inventive.

        Feel free to bring a partner and let down your britches!  As always, what happens at the Bannon residence stays at the Bannon residence.  I look forward to seeing you this Saturday, starting at midnight.  We'll all have a ghoulish good time!

      

      

      I peered up at Hannah and grinned.

      "No RSVP?"

      "There's no need with a Steve Bannon invitation," she said.  Everyone who's invited always goes.  It's the go-to event of the year in the Chicago area.  Models, actresses
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