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Note to the Reader

The student editions of the Conflict of the Ages series will have some different text and layout from the teacher edition. The outline and table of contents may be appear incomplete to the student, but this is because the teacher version was created first, and then teacher-only material was excluded to make the student text. Directions included for students that are not in the teacher text may also cause variations.

Mouse over text for hyperlinks to references at the end of this work. If a sourceable quotation is included in a graphic, that graphic will contain a hyperlink. There are also hyperlinks from the reference back to the main text.

(Note: When clicking on a hyperlink, touch or place the mouse on or in a character, not in a space between letters or words, to ensure the hyperlink works correctly.)




The Conflict of the Ages: Part One
The Scientific History of Origins
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There is a fundamental difference between religion, which is based on authority, and science, which is based on observation and reason. Science will win, because it works. Stephen Hawking

For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places. (Ephesians 6:12 KJV)

See endnotes for source of Hawking quote1.
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Our Assumptions on Origins

Unlike secular textbooks, our foundations, our assumptions, are clearly laid out. Everything is based on assumptions. Many fail to list or even understand their assumptions. It is dishonest and an attempt to deceive when assumptions are not disclosed. Being dishonest by failing to disclose your assumptions is a lie. The Big Lie,2 die Grosse Luge, was the foundation of the Nazi propaganda machine. The great mass of people will more easily fall victim to a big lie than to a small one.

To keep you, the reader from being any kind of victim, we make our assumptions very clear and easy to understand.

[image: img6.jpg]A. There Is No Difference Between Religious and Scientific Truth.

There are not different kinds of truth or even different views or perspectives on truth. Dr. Mendel Sachs,3 Professor Emeritus at the State University of New York at Buffalo, says this on his website: 

There has been much discussion, over the ages, on the possible interaction of the bases of science and religion. It has been my proposition that such interaction is illusory, primarily because the logics of these two disciplines are out of context. That is to say, religious truth and scientific truth have different meanings. 

Stephen Jay Gould4 had another way of expressing this concept. He preached Non-overlapping Magisteria, that science and religion govern separate aspects of society and can co-exist as long as they keep separate. Yet in his 1997 article with that title, he systematically attacks Pope John Paul IIs 1996 statement on evolution as confusing and troubling. He calls Scientific Creationism, the belief that the Bible is to be taken literally, a position uniquely American and held by almost nobody, as if nobody ever believed the Bible to be true except this tiny, ridiculous faction. 

If the Scriptures are not true, how can they be even useful moral and philosophical guides? The truth is that secularists want people to realize that having two kinds of truth makes no sense. Most Secular Humanists insist they are their own moral guides, and they dont need religious truth at all. They pretend to allow for these separate truths so that religion can be segregated more and more from peoples regular lives. They hope that religion will keep being pushed aside until it isnt given any place in society. One day they expect that people will come to accept their teaching as the only truth.

The fact is that both Sachs and Goulds positions say the same thing, and they are both false. There is no difference or separation between religious truth and scientific truth. Truth is truth. And the Scriptures do accurately report first-person observations and scientific facts.
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B. The History of Mankind Progressing from Primitive to Civilized Does Not Fit the Evidence

Even many Secular Humanists understand that the current mainstream view of history, the progression from primitive to civilized to technological, makes no sense. Everywhere we can see examples of ancient technology. There is so much evidence of advanced early man that Secular Humanists must explain this advanced technology is some way. While there are a wide range of answers given, they all fall into three basic categories. Besides listing the type of argument, we also list a major proponent of each position. We also list simply ignoring the evidence, perhaps hoping that it will go away, as a position.

1. There is no explanation for ancient technology. The technology does not fit any existing theories, yet it exists.

Graham Hancock and people like him are more reasonable, though still not accurate. They also view the ancient artifacts as technological marvels and sometimes allow for the possibility of extraterrestrials. But they are for the most part content to find the ancient evidence for advanced technology without drawing dogmatic conclusions. Hancock has traveled the world, researching and documenting advanced ancient civilizations, and has written many books, such as Fingerprints of the Gods,5 to point out that something is wrong with the secularist position that mans development began primitive and advanced to the complex through time. The following quote is from Fingerprints of the Gods.
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Human history has become too much a matter of dogma taught by professionals in ivory towers as though its all fact. Actually, much of human history is up for grabs. The further back you go, the more that the history thats taught in the schools and universities begins to look like some kind of faerie story. Graham Hancock

Hancock is saying that we should not blindly accept experts who ignore clear evidence. He almost comes out and says that these people are inventing fictional explanations. He has a point. Secularists have to ignore many facts and pieces of evidence, such as those Hancock and others have uncovered, to hold on to their simple to complex ideas about origins and advancement in science and history.

2. Extraterrestrials gave advanced technology to primitive humans

Some believe that ancient technology came from extraterrestrials who guided mankind and were mistaken for gods.

Modern authors (such as Erich Von Däniken6 in his books Gold of the Gods and Chariots of the Gods?) accept the timeline of the mainstream religion of Secular Humanism, but clearly see that the technology of ancient humans does not fit with their presuppositions. So Erich Von Däniken and his followers believe that some type of extraterrestrials gave technology to ancient primitive humans. They see hundreds of religions and differing accounts of key events. They dont dismiss all religions as delusional like other secularists. But they still come to a conclusion that excludes any possibility that the Scriptures are accurate. 

If the Almighty Controller of the Universe was worried about what we believe about religion, then the Eternal Being would reveal Himself and clearly enlighten the world on the true nature of reality and religion. The fact that there is so much massive confusion about religion on our planet gives credence to the possibility that human religions may not be divinely inspired. 

Instead, our religious beliefs might have been created by devious extraterrestrial alien tricksters, who actively seek deception. 
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The Bible calls these tricksters demons, unclean spirits, or evil spirits.

Von Däniken has misidentified the beings responsible for deceiving mankind and leading us to create conflicting and wildly varying religions. By claiming that God did not clearly explain Himself in His Word, by rejecting the Scriptures as truth, he has fallen into the same trap as those he claims were deceived by aliens.

3. Simply Ignore the Advanced Ancient Technology

If you can get a secularist to clearly state his position on origins, even he may tell you that the universe is not eternal, but began in an explosion of matter billions of years ago. This is often called the Big Bang. He will make no attempt to explain where this matter came from. The Big Bang theory is explained in detail in Stephen Hawkings book A Brief History of Time.7 This theory is the most commonly held position of the Established Religion of western culture, Secular Humanism.

As Stephen Hawking said in the quote at the beginning of this study, religion is based on authority and science is based on observation and reason. The problem with Stephen Hawking, the High Priest of Physics, and Richard Dawkins, The High Priest of Biology, is that they also represent a religion, speaking authoritatively, without evidence. It ignores the observations and reason opposing their religion. It is a religion opposed to the Bible. 
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Iron pillar Qutub Minar Delhi, India. The iron has not rusted even after 2000 years. Photographer Dennis Jarvis from Halifax, Canada. Wikimedia Commons.


4. The Physical Information in the Bible Is Correct.

Men like Immanuel Velikovsky8 irritate other Secular Humanists even more. Absolutely vilified by mainstream archaeology, Immanuel Velikovsky was an agnostic Jew and a psychiatrist who did extensive research demonstrating that mainstream dating schemes do not work. When Velikovsky speaks of collective memory in the quote below, he means he has studied written works, artifacts, and records from ancient cultures. He claims that most secularists have ignored clear evidence to promote their theories about Earths age and their false chronology of historical events. 

I came upon the idea that traditions and legends and memories of generic origin can be treated in the same way in which we treat in psychoanalysis the early memories of a single individual. I spent ten years on this work. I found that the collective memory of mankind spoke of a series of global catastrophes that occurred in historical times. I believed that I could even identify the exact times and the very agents of the great upheavals of the more recent past. The conclusions at which I arrived compelled me to cross the frontiers into various fields of science, archaeology, geology, and astronomy.8 

Velikovsky was a committed Secular Humanist. Still, his book Ages in Chaos uses the Hebrew Old Testament as the standard to date events throughout the Middle East. Archaeologists cannot honestly explain the problems he exposes in mainstream chronologies. But his solutions have just as many, if not more, problems in presenting a true picture of history. His major failing is that he rejects the supernatural and attempts to give materialistic explanations for everything in the Old Testament. 

The biblical story of the last plague has a distinctly supernatural quality in that all the firstborn and only the firstborn were killed on the night of the plagues. An earthquake that destroys only the firstborn is inconceivable, because events can never attain that degree of coincidence. No credit should be given to such a record. Either the story of the last plague, in its canonized form, is a fiction, or it conceals a corruption of the text.9 
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Immanuel Velikovsky Photographer: Donna Foster Roizen. Copyright holder: Frederic Jueneman. Wikimedia Commons.

Velikovsky attempts to discredit or dismiss chunks of the biblical record because he doesnt want to acknowledge Gods direct working through supernatural events. Like the others mentioned earlier, he has found some evidence that secularism doesnt have the answers, but he refuses to accept the truth about where the answers can really be found.
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III. How Did The Universe Begin?

The Bible is the book of true science. Yes, the Bible is also a book of religion, because it is the authority, but it is also the foundation of science. No matter what you believe about the Bible or science, there are only three possible positions to hold concerning the beginning of the universe. 

[image: img13.jpg]A. Origin of the Universe: Unknowable and Unimportant

The first position on origins, held by the vast majority of people, is that it is neither possible to know about the beginning of the universe, nor is the beginning of the universe important. They are Epicureans, seeking to make the best life possible here and now and having no concern for beginnings or endings of the universe. They belong to the eat, drink and be merry, for tomorrow we die school of thought. Or lack of thought, which is the best way to describe the average modern Epicurean.
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B. Origin of the Universe: Entirely Material

The second position states that the beginning of the universe can be discovered from observations of the world around us. This is the position of Stephen Hawking, Richard Dawkins, and any academic professional who ever hopes to have a career and be repeatedly published. This is an entirely religious position, without a shred of science. Not one of the pieces of evidence that man can examine has a label to tell us how it arrived in the universe. 

In the following excerpt, Dr. Duane Gish quotes scientist J.D. Bernal, who is presenting the viewpoint of another scientist, Dr. Mora, so the notation in the appendix includes references to Gishs article and J.D. Bernals reference as well. 

Dr. Duane Gish explains that, 

The first thing that may be said about theories on the origin of life is that none satisfy the criteria of a scientific theory. There were no human observers of the origin of life, and it is impossible to reenact the process. If such a process did occur, it could have left no fossil record or history. There is no way to observe or test any postulated evolutionary origin of life. All such theories are mere postulates; all related laboratory experiments are mere exercises in organic chemistry. This has been acknowledged even by a number of prominent evolutionists. Thus, Bernal, in a discussion of a paper by Mora, states  … Dr. Mora has shown that the principles of experimental science do not apply to discussions on the origin of life, and indeed cannot apply to any problem of origin.10 

Dr. Gish is saying that no one can examine evidence and prove the origin of the Earth. He lists the common scientific practices for gaining knowledge and says they dont apply to origins. Its very simple and straightforward to understand that nobody can scientifically prove how the universe came into being. Even though many secularists agree that this is true, others just wont accept that. Science even claims to have built an instrument for observing how the universe came into existence.

The Large Hadron Collider is said to exist for almost no other reason than to discover how the universe came into existence. If that is its only function, then it is a temple and not a scientific instrument. It is an enormous leap of faith to believe that examining the energy and matter which make up the present universe can reveal to us how it came into existence. Yet that is exactly what Stephen Hawking has put his faith in. That is the definition of a religion. In this case it is the religion that calls itself Secular Humanism. And like all religions, belief in Secular Humanism requires faith in the authority of those in positions of leadership. It is so sad that a religion whose followers call themselves skeptics primarily support their beliefs with mockery and lawsuits.

[image: img15.jpg]C. God Created the Universe Outside of the Material

The third position concerning origins is scientific. A Person who observed the birth of the universe recorded His observations and gave those scientific records to us. The concept of God as a scientist is very much at odds with the religion of Secular Humanism, but taking this position fulfills the requirements of basic scientific inquiry. All you have to do is admit the testimony of a first-person observer of when the universe began. Just as men can reject any scientific evidence, so they can reject the scientific record of the only Observer of the birth of the universe. In the Book of Jubilees, II:1, it says, And the angel of the presence spake to Moses according to the word of the Lord, saying: Write the complete history of the creation, how in six days the Lord God finished all His works and all that He created...11
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After trying to shatter the historicity and validity of the Scripture, I came to the conclusion that it is historically trustworthy. If one discards the Bible as being unreliable, then one must discard almost all literature of antiquity. Josh McDowells quote above is sourced as endnote12.
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IV. How Can We Know About Origins?

According to the record of the eyewitness to the origin of the universe, The things which are seen were not made of things which do appear (Hebrews 11:3). This means that the entire universe, time, matter, and energy, came into existence from outside of the universe. 

On the seventh day God ended his work which he had made (Genesis 2:2). God ceased the activities described in Hebrews 11:3. After the original creation, events that followed made changes in the way things worked. The Fall, sin entering into the universe, and the Flood, all changed the earth through processes which do not exist today. These changes mean that the observation of the present universe will not reveal to us anything about origins or the creation of the universe. A careful scientific examination of the evidence reveals that the earth is only a few thousand years old. Our curriculum books all contain Chapter Fourteen of Antidisestablishmentarianism, included in the References, Footnotes, Expanded Study and Appendix Materials of this book. This chapter is simply more than two dozen evidences of a young earth.

Accepting the Bible and the records in the Bible is religious. So is rejecting them. Antidisestablishmentarianism explains this religious bias in detail. 

Michael Ruse, in the quote below, admits that evolution is a religion.

Evolution is promoted by its practitioners as more than mere science. Evolution is promulgated as an ideology, a secular religion: a full-fledged alternative to Christianity, with meaning and morality. I am an ardent evolutionist and an ex-Christian, but I must admit that in this one complaint: and Mr. [sic] Gish is but one of many to make it: the literalists are absolutely right. Evolution is a religion. This was true of evolution in the beginning, and it is true of evolution still today. … Evolution therefore came into being as a kind of secular ideology, an explicit substitute for Christianity. 13

Richard Dawkins, in The Greatest Show on Earth, exposed his own bias in the quote below. 

Evolution is a fact, and [my] book will demonstrate it. No reputable scientist disputes it, and no unbiased reader will close the book doubting it.14 

As we said, the standards we use are no more religious than the average textbook or scientific work. Our three guiding, foundational standards are:

[image: img18.jpg]A. The Bible Is Authoritative.

For example, when the Bible says and the evening and the morning were the first (and 2nd thru 7th) day it means just what it says: one complete revolution of the earth, what we know today as a 24-hour period.

[image: img19.jpg]B. Other Written Records Outside of the Bible.

Each of these documents has varying degrees of accuracy. They are capable of error, and must be held up to the standard of the Word of God. 

Under the category of other written records are oral traditions which are now written down. Oral traditions are often discounted by secularists as less reliable or valuable. But the discipline of memorizing and passing on records by word of mouth is not a game of Gossip. Ancient oral traditions rely on groups of people, often entire civilizations. This is a more reliable method than just having an individual, such as a king, as the maker and keeper of ancient written records. Socrates, in Platos Dialogue Phaedrus, discusses written versus oral tradition. 

Finally,

[image: img20.jpg]C. Physical Evidence Is Easily and Often Manipulated.

Physical evidence is also capable of a wide range of interpretations. Though physical evidence is important, it is also the least reliable.

We do not normally waste time of showing why something is in error. When facts are available, we present them and proceed from that point. This is a work of history that relies on the Bible, world literature, and scientific observations. We make one exception with the origin of the universe. Since fanciful myths are presented as scientific facts for the origin of the universe and these myths are the foundation of moral relativism, we include a brief refutation.


[image: img21.jpg]V. Before Time: Eternity Past

For had ye believed Moses, ye would have believed me (Jesus): for he wrote of me. But if ye believe not his writings, how shall ye believe my words?
(John 5:46, 47)

Abraham saith unto him, They have Moses and the prophets; let them hear them. And (the rich man) said, Nay, father Abraham: but if one went unto them from the dead, they will repent. And (Abraham) said unto him, If they hear not Moses and the prophets, neither will they be persuaded, though one rose from the dead. 
(Luke 16:29-31)

By faith we understand that the worlds were prepared by the word of God, so that what is seen was not made out of things which are visible. 
(Hebrews 11:3) NASB
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A. Time Was Created With the Universe.

By faith we understand that time was created by the word of God, so that what is seen was made from things that are invisible. (Hebrews 11:3 ISV)

Then assuredly the world was made, not in time, but simultaneously with time.15 (from Augustines City of God)

Let them therefore see that there could be not time without a created world.16 (from Augustines Confessions)
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Saint Augustine in His study by Sandro Botticelli, 1480. Chiesa di Ognissanti, Florence, Italy. Image from Wikimedia Commons

Time begins with creation. Before creation, there was no time. Before there was time there was the Trinity. Perhaps there were other created spiritual beings, but we do not know that.
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B. The Creator Is Jesus the Messiah, the 2nd Person of the Trinity.
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In the Beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. The same was in the beginning with God. All things were made by Him and without Him was not anything made that was made.(John 1:1-3 KJV)

The Word, Logos, Jesus Christ, the second Person of the Godhead, is singular. The Hebrew word Adonai, usually translated Lord, is singular. The Hebrew word Jehovah, usually translated LORD, is singular. The Hebrew word Elohim, usually translated God, is plural.

Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God is one LORD (Deuteronomy 6:4). This statement uses the singular, plural, singular formula. This combination of Father, Son, and Holy Spirit as three distinct, separate persons yet one God is what we call the Trinity. This is not a book of Systematic Theology attempting to explain the Trinity. This is just a simple statement of the facts. Before there was time or a material universe, there was one God, the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. We use the words Trinity and Eternity Past to explain in imperfect language what the Scriptures teach about God.
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VI. The First Day of Creation

[image: img27.jpg]A. The Heavens

The first act of creation was to make the heavens, a place to put everything else. What Genesis 1:1 calls the heavens, we generally call space or outer space.

1. Secular Misconceptions

At this point Secular Humanists use the language of mathematics to express the belief that all energy and matter began as a single point, called a singularity. The language of mathematics is, however, completely unable to explain where this massed energy came from. Without any evidence, they propose that from this singularity an explosion took place which is popularly known as the Big Bang, the beginning of the universe.
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Slices of expansion of universe without an initial singularity
Released into the Public Domain by Gnixon Wikimedia Commons

Physicists dogmatically assert that the Big Bang is a scientific theory, not a religious belief. Depending on the person making such a claim, they are either deceived or dishonest. Since the Big Bang is the foundation for Secular Humanism and Secular Humanism is Americas Establishment of Religion, this false religion needs a careful examination. 

Physicists use their religious bias to draw incorrect conclusions from certain facts which can be observed about the material universe. An objective examination of the facts is difficult because Secular Humanists rely on authoritative religious pronouncements which hide the actual scientific information. Since the Big Bang theory of the origin of the universe is based on relativity, we strongly recommend that you take a brief look at relativity to understand the problems with this theory of origins
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