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	Bismillahir Rahmaanir Raheem.

	 

	In the Name of Allah, The Most Merciful, The Bestower of Mercy.

	



	




	Shipwrecked!

	 

	A violent storm at sea destroys Hamza Green's ship. He survives alone and is thrown ashore on an island. In this great adventure story of survival and courage, Hamza must muster all his strength and intelligence to survive and thrive against impossible odds. Here is the amazing story of a young man who overcomes loneliness, tames wild animals, fights wild cannibals and dangerous mutineers in a twenty-four-year struggle for survival! This story is an answer to what would be different if Robinson Crusoe was a Muslim.

	 


Chapter 1

	 

	Hamza Green was the youngest of three sons. His oldest brother was a soldier and had died fighting in a battle in the way of Allah. His second brother had just disappeared one day. He left one day and never returned. His parents had lost two sons and didn't want to lose a third. His father wanted him to stay at home and become a lawyer, but he longed for great adventures and distant lands - he wanted to be a seaman!

	 

	“Hamza, if you travel in the sea, your life will be a misery,” said Hamza’s father, “and you will regret it!”

	 

	But sixteen-year-old Hamza Green was not touched by his father's words or the old man's tears. The only thing he wanted at present was to travel by sea to make his fortune. He didn't want to go to law school, as his father had hoped. He did not want to be part of his family's successful business as his mother had hoped.

	 

	“Just one trip,” argued Hamza, “and if I don't like it I'll come back and stay here with the family in Spain.”

	 

	All three prayed Salat-e-Isthikhara (prayer for guidance). Hamza’s parents got the feeling that Hamza should avoid traveling in the sea. So, Mr. and Mrs. Green refused to give their consent. A sailor's life was dangerous. Storms occurred regularly at sea. Their winds have often thrown ships off course and, worse, smashed them against rocks or sandbanks. Many lives were lost that way. Then there was also the danger of pirates ambushing merchant ships, stealing their cargo, and killing their crew. No, Mr. and Mrs. Green decided, they could not consent and participate in the death of their son.

	 

	But Hamza refused to listen to his parents and thus brought upon himself the evil effects of the major sin of disobeying parents. 

	 

	“I know it's dangerous, father,” Hamza said. “But I feel that it is my destiny. I am sorry.”

	 

	“I've made up my mind, mother,” Hamza said. “All I've ever wanted is to be a seaman. I wish you and father would just give me your permission to go to sea. “

	 

	“I'm eighteen now,” Hamza continued. “If you force me to become a lawyer or learn another profession, I will run away. But if you just let me go on one trip, I'll come back and do exactly what Father asks.”

	 

	Later in his life, Hamza realized the Islamic teaching of being kind to parents. Children should behave kindly with parents, as Allah says in the Quran (the approximate meaning of the translation of the Quranic verse):

	 

	“And we have enjoined man to be dutiful and kind to his parents.”

	 

	[al-Ahqaaf 46:15]

	 

	Shaykh al-Sa’di (may Allah have mercy on him) said: “Be dutiful and kind to parents” means: treat them kindly in every way, in word and deed.

	 

	One of the most important religious acts the child should do toward his parents is to obey them, do what they ask, and abstain from what they tell him. So when his father tells him to do something, he should rush to do what he is told, and when he tells him not to do something, he should hurry to give it up as long as there is no disobedience to Allah and His Messenger, for there is no obedience to a created being if it involves disobeying the Creator.

	 

	Prophet Muhammad (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) said: “The two feet of Adam's descendants will not move on the Day of Resurrection when they stand before Allah until they are asked about five things. Your age and how you spent it, your youth and how you used it, your wealth - where it came from and what it was spent on, and what you did with your knowledge.”

	 

	When a person is young the pressure to sin is greatest. But if the young people hold back in these times then they are the ones who have the greatest reward. Unfortunately, though Hamza used to pray his Salah regularly, he could not resist the temptation of travel and therefore disobeyed his parents. 

	 

	 


Chapter 2

	 

	Hamza met John his old school friend. John’s father was the captain of a ship.

	 

	“You are lucky!” Hamza said to him. “All I want to do is become a seaman. But my parents won't let me.”

	 

	“You are old enough to decide for yourself, Hamza. Why do you care what your parents think? My father can give you a place in one of his ships.”

	
	Hamza agreed and therefore on the first of November 1751, Hamza Green began his journey on a ship that left Spain.

	 

	Later Hamza would realize that how in a person’s life it is important to have good friends and companions. A man is on the religion of his companion. Hamza’s so-called friend encouraged him to disobey his parents. One should be careful who he chooses to be his friends. The righteous friend is the righteous one who is obedient to his Lord, adheres to the teachings of Islam, wants to please Allah, hurries to do all good deeds on the basis of faith, turns away from all evil for fear of Allah, loves the Sunnah and those who follow it, takes people as friends for Allah's sake, opposes (Allah's enemies) for Allah's sake, resents sin and their people, fears Allah, is pure and righteous, is not boastful and has no resentment or envy in his heart.

	 

	The ship had fourteen men on board: its captain, twelve sailors, and Hamza Green. As for cargo, it carried toys that Hamza would use in his trade with the natives. These toys included beads, shells, knives, scissors, hatchets, and small mirrors.

	 

	The captain set the ship's course to their destination in Africa.

	 

	On their twelfth day at sea, a violent hurricane struck. For ten days the fury of the winds drove the ship in all directions. Two men were washed overboard, one died of a tropical fever. From moment to moment, Hamza expected to be swallowed up by the sea. Sails were torn, masts broken and the ship was leaking in several places.

	 

	On the eleventh day, when the wind had subsided, Hamza and the captain examined the damage. They agreed that the ship was in no condition to go on to Africa. The captain wanted to return to Spain, but Hamza disagreed. 

	 

	Damage from the hurricane

	 

	A second storm hit them and drove them off course again. The strong currents pulled them east, towards some land.

	 

	He heard one of his companions who was not a Muslim praying to Allah when faced with a storm. Usually, he used to pray to false gods such as idols or trees, or animals. Hamzah remembered what Allah said in the Quran:

	 

	“It is He who enables you to travel by land and sea until, when you are in ships and they are sailing with them in good winds and they are happy about it, a storm wind comes and the waves come over them from everywhere and they assume that they are surrounded, they supplicate to (and invoke only) Allah sincerely to Him in religion: (saying) “If you should save us from this, we will surely be among the grateful.” (Quran 10:22)

	 

	Hamzah prayed to Allah and asked forgiveness for the sins he had committed. He asked Allah to save him and recited the prayer of Prophet Yunus (peace be upon him):

	 

	“There is no god but You, Glory to You; verily I was one of the wrongdoers.”

	 

	The ship was ravaged by wind and sea all night. At dawn, Hamza heard “Land! Land!” He ran to see where the person was pointing.

	 

	At that moment the ship lurched when it hit a sandbar and stopped. The sea continued to hit the crippled ship with all its might. As the wind picked up, Hamza wondered how much more punishment his ship could take before it fell apart. Now there was nothing to do but leave the ship, so the captain gave the order. Hamza realized that he was facing this because of his evil actions. He continued to ask Allah to forgive him while his eyes continued to weep. 

	 

	The crew immediately began lowering the only lifeboat they were carrying, and everyone got on it. The wind had calmed down a bit, but the sea rose higher and higher. 

	 

	Lowering the lifeboat

	 

	The lifeboat had no sail, so the men rowed with all their might. They were at the mercy of the wild sea.

	 

	Suddenly a roaring wave over ten meters high came towards them. The eleven men didn't
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