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PAIN SHAPES A WOMAN into a warrior—into someone fierce...

Fighting for my life against Ransom Tyrell, the only thing that keeps me going is the minute chance that I’ll get to see Mia again. 

The woman I love is out there, somewhere, and I just have to believe that she’s safe. But she’s stubborn. And she’s not going to give up on me that easily. 

Even though I told her to run, she’s never been one to play by the rules.

With the help of some old friends and even some enemies - we’re going to make a last stand against the man who has stolen everything from her.

Contents

Darkest Night Series

Find Lexy Timms:

COMING SOON

Fierce Blurb

Chapter One

Chapter Two

Chapter Three

Chapter Four

Chapter Five

Chapter Six

Chapter Seven

Chapter Eight

Chapter Nine

Chapter Ten

Chapter Eleven

Chapter Twelve

Chapter Thirteen

Chapter Fourteen

Chapter Fifteen

Chapter Sixteen

Chapter Seventeen

Chapter Eighteen

Chapter Nineteen

Chapter Twenty

Chapter Twenty-One

Chapter Twenty-Two

Chapter Twenty-Three

Chapter Twenty-Four

Chapter Twenty-Five

Chapter Twenty-Six

Chapter Twenty-Seven

Darkest Night Series

Find Lexy Timms:

FREE READS?

More by Lexy Timms:

[image: image]
	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

Chapter One 

[image: ]


Gabriel

––––––––
[image: ]


I HESITATED OUTSIDE the morgue. I knew I was going to have to tell him, one way or another. But I wasn’t sure that Vincenzo was ready to hear what I had to say. Not so soon after he had just seen the bloodied corpse of his own son. 

I took a deep breath and pushed open the door. I knew that he must have been exhausted after everything that had happened, but we had to keep pushing. Every second that we were standing here, it was another second Mia was in danger. That she was stuck with that pig. That monster. That man who would rip her apart the first chance he got, just because he liked to watch her bleed. 

Vincenzo had come down to the morgue to be with Vinny’s body. I knew that he must have been hurting. I couldn’t even imagine how much pain he was in. Especially knowing that he was the one who had caused this mess in the first place. If only he hadn’t gotten involved with Ransom, none of this would ever had happened, and he knew that, deep down in his bones. He knew that he only had himself to blame, and that must have been the worst part of this. 

It was silent in the cold of the morgue—Vinny’s body, cleaned, was lying on the table. I eyed him for a moment. I didn’t often see bodies after they had been cleaned up, and there was something unsettling about it. Like I was looking at something I shouldn’t have ever seen. I didn’t like the way he looked: gray, empty, like he had been hollowed out. The life had been torn from him too soon. He hadn’t deserved this. He had just been trying to safe his sister, save me. He didn’t—he shouldn’t...

I had taken so many lives in my life, it seemed odd that this one should make me feel this way. But it was impossible for it not to hurt, at least a little. I had protected this man for so long. He had been one of the only people I could call a friend. He had liked me not only because I had worked for him, but also because he actually thought I was a decent person. Not many people saw that in me. Not many people had reason to.

Vincenzo was shaking as he stood there next to his son’s body. I knew that he was hurting right now, but I needed him to snap into work mode. I needed him working at full capacity. He had another child, one who was in the middle of the worst situation she could be in as he stood there. He couldn’t risk just doing nothing. 

“Vincenzo,” I murmured, and he didn’t look up. It was like he hadn’t even heard me. He was staring at Vinny’s body, his brow furrowed, like he could push life back into him if he just looked long enough, tried hard enough. 

“Vincenzo,” I repeated myself. The mortician was standing to the side, looking grim, as though he wanted to be anywhere other than there right now. I didn’t blame him. Vincenzo was hardly a man you wanted to be stuck with at the best of times, and this was far from one of those. He still ignored me. I couldn’t deal with it any longer. There would be time to grieve for Vinny when this was all over. However it ended. He hadn’t died for us to stand here and fail to save the sister who he had thrown himself in front of a bullet for. 

I put a hand on his shoulder, and Vincenzo rounded on me. His eyes were written with anger, and he grabbed my collar.

“You were meant to protect him.” He snarled at me. I didn’t push him off. No point. 

“I haven’t worked for you since Mia left,” I told him firmly. “But she’s my priority now. And she should be yours too. I know that this is going to be hard for you, Vincenzo, trust me, I do. But you have to listen to me. You have to hear me out.”

“What is there to say?” he asked, looking back over at Vinny’s body. “He’s gone. Nothing I do is going to bring him back.”

“But you can still bring Mia out of there safely,” I explained. “She’s at the house now. I just got in touch with Jasmine. She says that Ransom Tyrell has moved in. And he’s talking like he owns the place.”

“Fucking hell,” Vincenzo muttered, rubbing his hands over his face. His eyes were distant, the grief still catching up with him. I didn’t want to be there when that bomb went off. But it wasn’t like I was going to have much of a choice. 

“But that means that we know the ground we’re going to be fighting on,” I pointed out. “So we have some advantage, right? That’s what we have to focus on.”

“I don’t know how you can talk like this, like it’s okay—”

“Because I have to believe it’s going to be,” I told him at once. “I have to, Vincenzo. And I need you to do the same thing for me. Can you manage that?”

He looked at me again, and he shrugged. He looked younger—not childish, but vulnerable. It was about the first time that I had ever seen an expression like that on his face, and it threw me off a little. I didn’t like the look of it, the shape of it. I might have hated him, might have hated the danger that he put Mia in, and might have hated what he had led Vinny into, but he was still a man who I had looked up to for a long time. Giving up on that, seeing it change so suddenly—yeah, I wasn’t sure that I could get behind that. It made my stomach churn.

But he was the best bet that I had to make this work. The only way that I was going to be able to save Mia was if he was on my side, no matter how little I knew that he wanted to work with me. 

“I need you to think,” I told him, trying to keep my voice as calm as possible. I shifted a little on the spot, so that he wouldn’t be able to see his son’s body like he had before. The last thing I needed was him getting thrown off and forgetting what mattered here. I knew that he had to grieve his boy, but he could do that once he had his girl back.

“What else am I meant to think about?” he asked me, shaking his head. “I can’t—”

“There must be other families out there who are willing to work with you against Tyrell,” I explained. “He’s newer than you. Even if he has the house, you still have some power, don’t you?”

“There ... there might be a few,” he agreed. 

“A few is a start,” I replied. “Might be enough. How fast can you put them into action?”

“I don’t know,” he replied. 

“Okay, you have to move as quickly as you can,” I told him. “We need to get Mia out of there.”

“Mia,” he murmured, and it was the first time in a long time since I had heard him say his daughter’s name with any sense of love in his voice. It was almost a shock, hearing it like that. I knew that he cared for her, somewhere deep down, but if it had taken the loss of Vinny to work that out, I wondered how much longer it might have taken if he hadn’t watched his son die in front of him.

“I know you’ve lost one child, but you don’t have to lose the other one,” I told him. “We just have to move fast, before Ransom does something that...”

I trailed off. I didn’t need to fill in the blanks for him. He knew Tyrell better than I did. And he knew what he would do to his daughter now that he had her where he wanted her.

“What’s the plan?” Vincenzo asked. Okay, now we were getting somewhere. Slowly but surely, he was coming back to his senses. 

“I haven’t put together anything solid yet,” I admitted. “But I have to get to the house, and I think I can provide a distraction long enough for someone else you trust to get in there and pull Mia out.”

“You’re going to walk in to Tyrell’s territory?” he asked, sounding incredulous. “You know that you’re going to get yourself killed, don’t you?”

I fell silent. If that’s what it took to get Mia out of there, then I would do it. In an instant. She needed me right now, maybe more than she had ever needed me before. I had promised her that I wasn’t going to stop fighting as long as I still had breath in my body, and I meant that. I had told Jasmine to tell her that I would be there as soon as I could, and I had to follow through on that sooner rather than later. I had to make sure that she kept the faith in me. More than anything, I needed her to be able to trust me at my word. And I wasn’t going to give her any reason not to take me as I came. 

“If that’s what it takes,” I replied. “If it gets her out in one piece.”

“I’m on the same page as you,” he agreed, and he snorted with amusement. It sounded hollow, but it was something, at least.

“I think that’s the first time that’s happened in a while,” he remarked. 

I nodded. “Strange bedfellows,” I told him. I didn’t want to think about how much bad blood there was between us now. More than I had ever believed that there could be. We had worked together for so long, it was strange to think that he hated me as much as he did right now.

He reached up and put his hand on my shoulder. His gaze was steady now, sure, as though he had come to terms with something inside his own head. There was a flicker of my old boss there. At least the promise that he could pull that man out of the mess that he was in. That he could convince people to stand behind him and get ready to fight for his life, for his legacy. For his daughter.

“If you get her out of there,” he told me, speaking surely, “all is forgiven.”

I looked back down at him. I wasn’t going to let him get away with it that easily. He had put Mia through so much, so much that could have been avoided if he had actually listened to his gut instead of going with what he thought he already knew. I hated him, more than I thought I could ever hate someone who had brought me in off the streets, more than I ever believed I would.

But we needed each other right now. And that meant that I was going to have to bite my tongue long enough to get through this mess. 

“I don’t think that I’m the one who has to ask for forgiveness,” I replied, and I shrugged his hand off my shoulder and walked out of the morgue once more. 

I could practically feel Mia calling to me. We were so far removed from each other right now, but I would find her. I would find her again, if it was the very last thing on this earth that I did.

And I had no doubt that Ransom Tyrell was going to try his damn hardest to make sure that it was.
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Mia
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I GRABBED JASMINE’S hand and pulled her close to me. I wasn’t going to let Ransom hurt her. I didn’t care what he did to me, but my best friend should never have been pulled into this. And I wasn’t going to let her regret this.

“I didn’t realize that I was going to get spoiled with a whole other woman tonight, my girl,” he murmured to me, his eyes flicking over to Jasmine, sliding up and down her form. “Though, of course, I always welcome anyone else—”

“She’s my friend,” I told him at once. “She came here to check on me. Since you didn’t exactly seem interested in taking care of me.”

“Oh, is that so?” he asked, and he narrowed his eyes at Jasmine. 

She nodded. “We’ve been best friends for years,” she replied. “Since I started working here. I just wanted to make sure that she was okay. I haven’t seen her since...”

“Since I ran away,” I finished up bluntly. I knew that she was trying to be careful about what she came out with, but I didn’t have any such reservations. I could, at least, say what was on my mind. Ransom might have punished me, but I doubted that it would have been anything more unpleasant than what he would have done if he had been rewarding me, to be honest. 

“Ah, yes, I forgot that you had a life here before you
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