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​Julian’s Path Book Four The Gate of Echoes 

​By Christopher Lee Spino.
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​Chapter 1: The Sound That Followed Him

The gate closed behind Julian with no click. No creak. Just silence.

Not empty.

Listening.

He stepped forward into mist that curled like whispers around his ankles. The ground beneath him didn’t feel like soil, it felt like something softer. Regret, maybe. Memory.

He paused.

The wind said nothing.

But the silence recognized him.

A single echo drifted forward, not in words, but in tone.

His own voice.

From years ago.


“Maybe I’m not enough to help her.”


He froze.

Then smiled softly.

“I was wrong,” he said aloud.

And the echo faded, like fog burned by light.
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​Chapter 2: The Mirror Meadow
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The path widened into a shallow field of water, not a lake, not a stream. Just a thin sheet of glass-like reflection stretching in every direction.

Julian stepped in.

His paw met water.

And then, another Julian stepped forward from beneath the surface.

Not older. Not younger.

But the version who had stayed still.

The version who had not walked after Molly.

“I am the echo of your fear,” the reflection said calmly.

“I know,” Julian replied.

The echo knelt. “She didn’t need saving. But you still followed.”

Julian nodded. “I didn’t go to save her. I went to meet her.”

The echo blinked.

Then faded.

And the water beneath him rippled outward, revealing a path of stepping stones made of soft light.

​
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​Chapter 3: The Lantern and the Letter
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He found the lantern on a tree that hadn’t been there before.

It glowed softly, gold and quiet.

Inside it, folded neatly, was a note written in bark-fiber ink:


I still miss you when it rains.
But the rain makes things grow.
,  M

Julian sat beneath the tree and held the note in his paws.

The paper warmed.

Molly’s words, alive across the gate.

The realm didn’t echo that time.

It simply accepted her voice.

And Julian closed his eyes.

He didn’t sleep.

But he rested.

And the path ahead pulsed with soft golden light.
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​Chapter 4: The Girl Who Didn’t Finish Her Story

[image: ]


She stood alone in the next clearing, part shadow, part shape.

A young hare, curled inward, a book clutched to her chest.

She didn’t notice him at first.

When he approached, she said only one thing:

“I stopped writing. And now I don’t know who I am.”

Julian sat beside her.

“Maybe you don’t need to know yet.”

She looked up. “But if I don’t write... do I disappear?”

He held out the lantern.

“Then let this light be your ink.”

She stared at it.

Then slowly opened her book.

One blank page turned.

And the realm whispered with relief.
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​Chapter 5: The Ones Who Sat Down
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Julian stepped through a veil of soft branches and found them.

Dozens of them.

Animals of all kinds, canines, deer, sparrows, cats, sitting on stones, tree roots, in little dips in the ground. Still. Not asleep, but not alive in their eyes either.

They breathed. They blinked.

But they didn’t move.

They had sat down one day and never gotten back up.

Julian stood at the edge.

One lifted their head, a fox older than him.

“You’re the one who passed the mirror,” the fox said. “Why are you here?”

Julian sat down, not as a challenge, but as an invitation.

“To remind you that sitting isn’t the end.”
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