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This book is dedicated
to all those men and women the world over, who are in fulfilling
the Christian ministry that God gave them! To all such, God says at
Hebrews 6:10,

“For God is not unjust
so as to forget your work and the love which you have shown toward
His name, in having ministered and in still ministering to the
saints.”

And also at
Philippians 2:3,4, “ Do nothing from selfishness or empty conceit,
but with humility of mind regard one another as more important than
yourselves; do not merely look out for your own personal interests,
but also for the interests of others.”
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INTRODUCTION

 There are two reasons for writing this
book. The first is that God is leading His servant to do so. And
the second is that the author has been on his field of service for
25 years this year, God having called His servant as a
non-denomination evangelist in January of 1999, with His servant
still being on the field of service God sent him to at that time.
This therefore gives the author enough knowledge and experience
about ministry in order to be able to write a book such as
this!

What the
reader will see in this book is a lot of Biblical truth and also a
lot of personal experiences mixed in within each chapter, for one
cannot talk about Christian ministry without bringing in one’s own
personal experiences. What this means is that the book will be in
one sense somewhat autobiographical, not by choice, but by
necessity.

Then please
note that there is an Addenda at the back of the book, which has
four sections. In Addendum A, we have the relation of apostles,
prophets, evangelists, and shepherd/teachers to elders in the local
church. In Addendum B, we have information regarding the four ages
of time, for those who might not be familiar with this truth. Then
in Addendum C, we have information regarding the two separate
comings of God’s Son from Heaven to earth in time. And then in
Addendum D, we have a presentation of the gospel, which is the good
news that God has given in His word regarding His Son, The Lord
Jesus Christ, for any reader who might not have as yet this vital
personal relationship with God, through faith in His Son.

What should
also be mentioned before closing this Introduction, because we are
all somewhat curious by nature, is that after completing 21 years
of formal education and then spending almost 28 years working in
Project Engineering and Management in the Corporate offices of two
large utilities, God called His servant as a non-denominational
evangelist in early 1999, and then sent him out over two thousand
miles, away from family and friends, to the place of service God
assigned, which is where His servant has been, and is still serving
Him, as evangelist, author, and counselor. The author is a widower
with three adopted children, all now married with a family of their
own.

Since the
author’s two websites are no longer active, one may access the
books, and places to purchase, by typing “Roger Henri Trepanier,
books” in any search engine. This book, and all the author’s books,
are available for purchase in print format or as an eBook on all
major book sellers and distribution channels.

And please
keep in mind that ALL the author’s books are BIBLICAL, in the sense
that they look at people and events from a Biblical worldview, and
also often from a prophetic standpoint! And so, even though a book
may look at a President Trump, or current events, it is never from
a political standpoint, but always from a Biblical standpoint!

And now my
prayer is that God will richly bless you as you read this book, and
greatly minister to every need in your life, as only God can! To
Him be all praise, honor, and glory, with thanksgiving, both now
and forevermore! Amen.






















“The lines have fallen
to me in pleasant places; indeed, my heritage is beautiful to
me.”

Psalm 16:6






"No weapon that is
formed against you will prosper; and every tongue that accuses you
in judgment you will condemn. This is the heritage of the servants
of the Lord, and their vindication is from Me," declares the
Lord.”

Isaiah 54:17







CHAPTER
ONE

Christian ministry: What it is; who is
to be involved; and when does it start!

What is Christian
ministry?

As we begin,
we should all be aware that in God’s word, “ministry” refers to one
rendering service. And so, one would be doing Christian ministry
when rendering service under God’s direction to both believers and
unbelievers! To believers that service would be in accordance with
meeting a need that God has made known; and to unbelievers, that
would primarily be to share our testimony and the gospel as God
leads, in order to see these people saved, that is, that they too
might have a personal relationship with God!

Who is to be involved
in Christian ministry?

Those whom God
calls to be involved in Christian ministry are all those who have a
personal relationship with God in salvation! In other words, every
man, woman, and child everywhere on earth who has come to
personally believe the gospel, which is God’s good news regarding
what His Son, The Lord Jesus Christ, has done for a sinful human
race at His first coming from Heaven to earth, namely that “Christ
died for our sins according to the Scriptures, and that He was
buried, and that He was raised on the third day according to the
Scriptures (noting 1 Corinthians 15:1-4). If this is true of you,
then in accordance with God’s word, you have now received The Holy
Spirit in your spirit (noting Ephesians 1:13), are now a child of
God and part of His family on earth, and so now called to be
involved in Christian ministry!

When does one’s
involvement in Christian ministry begin?

One’s
involvement in Christian ministry begins the very moment that one
becomes a child of God at salvation. Just as a soldier enters into
service to his country inn taking the oath upon enlisting, so too
with believers, one begins one’s service on God’s behalf on earth
the moment one becomes a child of His at salvation! I remember
reading a book a few years ago, where the author stated that we
have been saved by God in order to serve Him while on earth. That
is true! We could add to this what another author has said, which
is that salvation is God’s gift to us (noting Ephesians 2:8-10),
and our service to Him is our way of saying thank You to Him for
giving us that salvation (noting Romans 3:24; 2 Thessalonians
2:13,14)!






















“Bless the Lord, O my
soul, and forget none of His benefits; Who pardons all your
iniquities, Who heals all your diseases; Who redeems your life from
the pit, Who crowns you with lovingkindness and compassion; Who
satisfies your years with good things, so that your youth is
renewed like the eagle… He has not dealt with us according to our
sins, nor rewarded us according to our iniquities.”

Psalm 103:2-5,10







CHAPTER
TWO

Being aware of the two classifications
of Christian ministry!

What God makes
known in His word is that there are two classifications for
Christian ministry, that believers will be involved in while on
earth. These two classifications are: 1) Those who hold an office
in a local church on earth; and 2) those who do not! It is
important to grasp here that both are EQUALLY IMPORTANT IN GOD’S
SIGHT! What is also important to grasp is that no matter which
classification one falls into, ALL BELIEVERS ARE EQUALLY IN
FULLTIME CHRISTIAN MINISTRY IN GOD’S SIGHT!

The office holder
classification of Christian ministry!

The first
classification of Christian ministry that we need to be aware of is
the men that God raises for the leadership of local churches
everywhere on earth. What is important to keep in mind, as we will
see, is that IT IS GOD who appoints these men to these leadership
positions. In other words, no true minister of God is ever
self-appointed!

Let us first
note where God speaks about an office holder in a local church,
which is at 1 Timothy 3:1, where we read, “It is a trustworthy
statement: if any man aspires to THE OFFICE OF OVERSEER, it is a
fine work he desires to do.” When God speaks of “any man” here,
this is to be seen as being just one word in the Greek, which is a
word that is always used in reference to MALES in God’s word, and
never to females. What this means then is that God definitely has
males in view here, relating to what He is about to give us
instructions on!

So when God
says, “if any man aspires,” He is pointing out what a believing man
would be desiring of, which we then see is “to the office of
overseer…” What we are again to see here is that this term “office
of overseer” in also one word in the original Greek, which simply
means ‘to the oversight.’ In other words, for a man to aspire to
the office of overseer in a local church simply means that one has
the God-given desire to be part of the oversight of a local
church!

Then when God
goes on and says of a man who desires to be part of the oversight
of a local church, “it is a fine work he desires to do,” this means
that God is not putting any wet blanket on such desire, but rather
encourages it. For whenever this happens, this means that God is at
work in the life of such a believing man, for the “work” in view
here is spiritual in nature, and like all Christian work, it is
always carried out by the grace and power of God alone, or else it
is not a work of God, but rather a ‘work’ that is of the flesh,
having its origin in one’s sinful nature, and would be sinful in
God’s sight!

What is also
important to grasp here is that whenever we see a man having the
desire for such oversight, it is not only because it is God working
in that man’s life in order to bring him to the point of desiring
that work, but it would be God’s desire and will in the first place
to see that man actually being appointed as part of the oversight
of a local church!

Let us notice
here what God says at Acts 20:28 here, as a further help in our
understanding, “Be on guard for yourselves and for all the flock,
among which THE HOLY SPIRIT HAS MADE YOU OVERSEERS (same word as at
1 Timothy 3:1), to shepherd the church of God which He purchased
with His own blood.” Since a local church consists of believers,
who are all children of God by a new spiritual birth into God’s
family, that He alone brought about by His grace and power, then it
only stands to reason that those who will have the oversight in a
local church are going to be men that God Himself raises to that
spiritual work!

God is very
much aware of course that there will always be men who will seek
such a work, as either an occupation/career, or one doing so out of
pride, in order to be over others, which would not be a true
calling from God, as it should be in every case, if it is indeed
God’s work that is
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