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“For many are called, but few are chosen.”

Matthew 22:14

“He said to me, ‘Son of man, now dig into the wall.’ So, I dug into the wall

and saw a doorway there.”

Ezekiel 8:8


Dedication

GOD HAS GRACIOUSLY given me this assignment, so I cheerfully dedicate it back to Him. May He make something beautiful out of this study beyond what I can see or imagine in everyone that He shall lead to read it.
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Jesus tells us a parable in Matthew 22 about a king who had invited guests to a wedding feast for His son and every guest that received the invitation rejected it and refused to come when he sent his servants to CALL them. The king sent his servants to make a second attempt and this time he spelled out the menu. Oh, what a feast! Every guest again rejected the call and some even went the extra mile to kill the king’s servants.

The merciful king then sent his servants out even a third time but this time he sent them into the streets to extend his CALL to anyone that they were able to find. Many guests accepted the invitation and joined the wedding feast, but the king caught one without wedding garments.

When the servants made the CALL, they clothed the ones they had chosen with the proper garments to attend the feast. The one who did not have on the proper clothing, was not among those that responded to the servant’s CALL. He may not have even been among those that heard the CALL but somehow, he tried to sneak in unnoticed although he had never been chosen. The king knew he had not been chosen and had his servant destroy the one who tried to deceive him. Jesus concludes this parable by telling us that, “For many are called, but few are chosen.” For a man can only come to God if God Himself draws him. Just as our Father has wooed us unto Himself, He is now wooing us to dig deeper into Him.

This study is written for those that have been chosen to simply want more of God. Many people hear the awesome call of God, but only a few are chosen or elected to be His and to want more of Him. Those that want more of God will desire to dig deeper until they uncover the One whom their souls long to truly know, to gain an understanding and a soul-wrenching love for the power of His resurrection, and as insane as it is may sound, the chosen desire to share in the sufferings of our Christ as we press towards our destiny to be conformed to His image and His likeness, even His death. The Chosen have burning desires to know who created them, how they were created, and they want to understand their “why.” They also have a desire to continually search out God in all His beauty and infinite wisdom along with His mysteries that can only be undeniably revealed in His timing and by His Spirit.

The proper wedding garment for the believer is the righteousness of Christ. God knows those of us that belong to Him and with open arms welcomes us to the hope of joining Him at the feast of all feasts as He presents us as the spotless bride of Christ. We are being called to press forward with force, eagerly holding on to the hope of securing our eternal prize of the high CALLING of God in Christ Jesus according to Philippians 3:14. The “chosen elect” represent those that have surrendered their lives to Jesus Christ and have received His free gift of salvation by confessing that He is Lord and believing that God has raised Him from the grave. These are the ones that received the call and answered with a “yes.” The uniqueness of salvation is that God predestined who would be His and only He can draw His chosen ones to Him. Jesus said, we did not choose Him, but He chose us. (John 15:16)

The Chosen ones have questions and limitless inspirations. They dig and dig to discover that the more they learn about God, the more they stand in awe of Him and His holiness. As we discover more about the holiness of God, we discover more about our tremendous need for the mercy of God. As in Ezekiel chapter 8, when we dig into the walls for God to show us what is inside, we may not like what we see. However, if we never really look at what is inside the holes, how will we know what cracks we need God to fill? Only He can fill these spaces, and they can only be filled if we allow Him to fill them.

If this sounds like the desires of your heart, may you know Christ better, understand the power of His resurrection, and Will to share in His sufferings all the more as you press your way to dig deeper during this study, allowing He, the Holy Spirit to reveal and seal the cracks.
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As you complete this study, please keep in mind that it is designed to help us dig deeper by taking a refreshing, adventurous dive into the living water of our all-knowing and all-powerful God! There are no right or wrong answers.

So here are quick tips on how to get the most out of the study:

	Ask a friend, family member, or group to complete the study with you and meet once a week to discuss the questions. If you choose to complete the study individually, calendar a weekly reminder to complete a section of the study. There are five lessons that can be completed in five weeks or less.

	Ask the Holy Spirit to help you to see what He wants you to see and to hear what He wants you to hear as you complete the study. Allow Him to help you see how you can apply the study to your life as you go on this journey.

	Seek to uncover new and wonderful things about God that you have not known and more about the beauty of God and His infinite wisdom.

	Allow what you learn to help you on your journey to being conformed to the image and likeness of our Lord Jesus Christ.

	Finally, pay it forward. As you are led, sow into others what God sows into you.
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Our Measure of Forgiveness and Our Measure of Love

Goal: To understand that God wants His people to walk in forgiveness continually so that He can forgive us continually.

Reading Passage: Luke 7:36-50


Forgiveness

Our Measure of Forgiveness and Our Measure of Love ~ Luke 7:36-50~

During the appointed time for our promised Savior to begin revealing Himself to those living in Galilee, Jesus received an invitation to dine with one of the Pharisees named Simon. He accepted the invitation, arrived at the man’s home, and reclined at his table. As they sat at the table, in walks a woman full of weary from the lifestyle she was living. As she built up enough courage to press her way to the home of this Pharisee she entered the dining area with one goal in mind. She was desperate to receive forgiveness and wanted to be free from the grips of a sinful life. She heard about the man named Jesus that would be dining at Simon’s house and had faith in Him to forgive her sins.

She had to make her way to get to Him and she didn’t go empty-handed but took her expensive bottle of perfume, which was likely one of her prized possessions to present as an offering to the One she had hoped could free her from the bondage of sin. Finally arriving just inches from her Savior with no guarantee of having His ear for any certain amount of time to plead her case






Digging Deeper


	How can you relate to the beautiful testimony of mercy shown to the unspoken, unnamed woman who was forgiven much?




	What special memory of God do you have that is marked by a certain scent or a special fragrance?

	What did the gift of the fragrant oil and the way she used it in a weeping, silent surrender symbolize to you?



	What correlation do you see between the woman’s acts of love and kindness towards Jesus and the word surrender?



	What does self-forgiveness mean to you? Why is it important for us to forgive ourselves after God forgives us? Often, we want God’s forgiveness but find it hard to forgive others. Read Matthew 6:14-15.

	What do these scriptures say about the importance of forgiving others quickly?



	Understanding the grips of unforgiveness, are you ready to release the guilty party even if the guilty person is you? Are you ready to walk in the freedom that awaits you when you ask God to forgive you for your sins? Are you ready to forgive others that have sinned against you so that God can forgive your sins and you can truly walk in freedom and in the sweet joy of His Salvation?



Conclusions











Your Personal Conclusions?


Prayer of Release
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