


Chapter One

The Beginnings of the Modern UFO Phenomenon

The Romans saw phantom ships shining in the sky over 2,000 years ago. Residents of Nuremberg, Germany, described a large black triangle in the sky in 1561. Were these real UFOs? Think of what the acronym represents—an unidentified flying object. The acronym does not represent aliens from another world, flying by in a spaceship. Whatever those Romans and Germans were observing, the objects were unknown and unexplained to them. Yes, they were UFOs. Would they be UFOs to us? Perhaps, or perhaps not. It all depends on whether we could have identified those objects in the sky. People sometimes seeing objects in the sky that they cannot explain is not unusual; what is unusual is when that begins to happen frequently.

The modern UFO era began during the Second World War. The modern era did not begin with one or two sightings of an unexplained object in the sky. It began with many sightings from reliable American, British, and German pilots during the years 1942–1945. There are over 100 documented cases of objects that the pilots called Foo Fighters.1 These incidents are documented in the reports that squadrons made after completing their missions. They usually reported plasma-like ovoid balls of light that were three to ten feet in size. Often, multiple Foo Fighters would fly alongside the aircraft for several minutes before racing away at speeds estimated to be thousands of miles per hour. A typical example of a Foo Fighter report was made by a British pilot while flying near Strasbourg, France, the night of December 23–24, 1944:


At 0600 hrs., saw two lights coming towards a/c [aircraft] from the ground. Upon reaching altitude of [our] plane, they leveled off and stayed on my tail for approximately 2 minutes. Light appeared to be a large orange glow. After staying with a/c for approximately 2 minutes, they would peel off and turn away, fly along level for a few minutes and then go out. They appeared to be under perfect control at all times.2



If there were just a few of these reports then it would be easier to dismiss them as pilot error, ball lightning, or the phenomenon known as St. Elmo’s Fire. But with over 100 documented reports and likely many more undocumented reports, the evidence argues for an investigation into what the pilots were seeing. What we have here is much different than a UFO report here and there, made by ancient Romans and Germans and passed down as stories. We now have modern, documented reports by trained pilots.

Had these reports been limited to the war years, it is possible that no investigation would have been initiated. This was not the case. Reports continued after the Second World War had ended. Instead of 100 reports, there were hundreds of sightings reported each year and many of these came from military personnel. The United States Air Force (USAF) took these reports seriously and initiated a secret investigation in early 1948 with the code name Project SIGN.3


USAF PROJECTS 1947–1970

This new Air Force organization was investigating a phenomenon that had changed somewhat from the war years. There were still some reports of plasma-like objects, but the description provided in most of the sightings of the late 1940s was of a metallic disk. A new terminology was used to describe these objects. The disks were called flying saucers because their appearance and movement were similar to an inverted saucer that skimmed across the skies.

The USAF was concerned that these flying saucers were a new weapon developed by Russia, then known as the Soviet Union. They were concerned for a reason. The United States and the Soviet Union had grabbed every German scientist that they could find as the Second World War came to a close. The German scientists were the best in the world. They had invented jet aircraft, created V-2 rockets, and it was their scientists who had defected prior to the war and helped the United States build the first atomic bomb. Already, Werner Von Braun was developing rocket systems for the budding U.S. space program. German scientists, captured by the Soviets, were also developing rocket systems in Russia. Had they also developed a new disk-shaped flying aircraft? The USAF needed an answer, and quickly.

The Air Force created Project SIGN in early 1948. Its purpose was to investigate these unknown craft and determine if they posed a threat to our national security. Project SIGN provided an answer to the Commanding General of the USAF, Gen. Hoyt Vandenberg, in late 1948. The leaders of the project hypothesized in their report that the flying saucers might be from another world. The Pentagon ordered the Project SIGN leaders to Washington, D.C., on November 12, 1948, to discuss their report. The review did not go well. Their hypothesis was batted down as untenable. They were told to write up a final SIGN report, and without mention of an extraterrestrial hypothesis. The leaders of Project SIGN were disbanded.4 Ironically, one of the most interesting reports of 1948 happened six days after the Project SIGN–Pentagon meeting.5

Two AF lieutenants sighted an oblong ball from their T-6 trainer at 1,700 feet. It was 11 p.m. on November 18 near Andrews AFB in the Washington, D.C., area. The object had a glowing light, no wings, and no exhaust. The pilots closed in on the object, but it quickly flew up and over their aircraft. The pilots continued their chase as the object increased and decreased altitude from 7,500 feet to 3,500 feet, while it rapidly varied its speed from 80 mph to 600 mph. This up-and-down chase continued for about fifteen minutes until the pilots maneuvered their T-6 to within 300–400 feet of the object’s under-side. They turned their landing lights on to illuminate the object. They could see a very dull, gray glow from the oblong-shaped intruder. The object did not allow the plane to remain close as it performed a very tight curve and headed away at 500–600 mph. This incident was also witnessed and confirmed by a staff sergeant on the ground.

Project SIGN was renamed Project Grudge on February 11, 1949. New people took over with the understanding that these strange objects do not exist, and reports needed to be explained away.6 When they received a perplexing report, they consulted with their scientific advisor, astrophysicist Dr. J. Allen Hynek of Ohio State University. A change in attitude had begun.

Project Grudge stayed busy as over 300 reports of unknown aerial objects came in during 1949. Many reports were from military bases, with some bases reporting many repeat sightings over the year: Ft. Hood Army Base (18); Kirtland AFB (6); Los Alamos (11); and Sandia Army Base (30).7 All of those military sites hosted nuclear weaponry. If Project Grudge noticed this, it was not to be found in their reports. Their goal was just to close out reports. The Air Force closed Project Grudge on December 30, 1949, with a final evaluation that concluded:


	Evaluation of reports of unidentified flying objects constitute no direct threat to the national security of the United States.

	Reports of unidentified flying objects are the result of:

	A mild form of mass hysteria or “war nerves.”

	Individuals who fabricate such reports to perpetrate a hoax or seek publicity.

	Psycho pathological persons.

	Misidentification of various conventional objects.8






Project Grudge was short-lived, but the sightings of unidentified flying objects continued the following year, especially at U.S. nuclear weapons facilities. Multiple sighting reports were made by Kirtland AFB (2), Los Alamos (6), and Sandia Army Base (3). Most interestingly, Oak Ridge National Labs had nine different sighting reports and Holloman AFB, next to the world’s first nuclear explosion at White Sands, reported seven sightings.9 Reports from non-nuclear military bases numbered either zero or one report, with a couple of bases with two reports. These incidents at our nuclear facilities must have alarmed the military. How could the Grudge report have concluded that there was no direct threat to our national security? And surely reports from our closely guarded nuclear military facilities were not the results of items 2a through 2d, as previously noted by the Grudge report. Those items were the beginning of the stigmatization of the subject of UFOs. When digested, those four items indicate either a witness is lacking in knowledge or has some type of psychological problem. An option that the witness has made a correct determination is not listed as a possibility.

The year 1952 brought over a thousand sighting reports. It was also about the time that the Air Force stopped using the term flying saucers in favor of UFOs (unidentified flying objects). UFO reports came in from all over the United States as well as from U.S. military bases in Korea and Japan. Dozens of reports came in from the Washington, D.C., area that summer.10 These were the reports that caused the Air Force the most grief because of the high interest from the media and the public. They wanted an explanation for this sudden rash of sightings. Fortunately, Project Blue Book went into operation in June of 1952.11

The public did not know everything that went on that summer. A very interesting incident was unearthed in 2008 during a research trip the author made with Dr. Michael Swords to Texas A&M’s Cushing Archival Library. The library possessed an audio file of an interview made by Dr. Roy Craig of Boeing engineer Jay Nogle in 1967. The engineer recalls the event that led to a military order to fire on UFOs in the summer of 1952.

UFOs were detected on radar almost every night that summer, recalled Nogle. He described one of the more unusual nights when he was monitoring his M33 radar. The UFO showed up on his screen and was detected by two to three additional Army radar units. The signal was strong as the unknown object hovered at 18,000 feet. The UFO began to move on Nogle’s screen after thirty minutes. It was traveling at over 1,000 mph by the time it reached the edge of his radar screen. Nogle’s own words best describe the military’s reaction:


We didn’t think too much of it ourselves that night. But the next morning the Battalion commander, a light colonel, came into our radar area and wanted to know what happened and all the background. Apparently this report went all the way to the Pentagon that night, and the order came back that if another one came in then we were to fire on it…. After that first night, we had orders to fire on them, and we loaded our guns [90mm anti-aircraft rounds], which was an unusual thing to do in a populated area. We also scrambled fighters off McGuire AFB. About the time the F-94 fighters would take off, these objects would leave.12



Nogle recalled the last time that the UFOs showed up on his radar. Twelve F-94 Star Fighter jets were scrambled from McGuire AFB. The lead F-94 fighter locked onto a UFO with his fire control radar and indicated over the radio that he was closing in for the kill. Before he could fire, the UFO moved rapidly out of range.

The public and the media were not aware of how the military reacted to UFOs, but they were aware of the many reported UFO sightings in July. Capt. Ruppelt went in front of the press on July 18 to answer questions. Here are some of his remarks:


ground radar had tracked some aerial objects at speeds ranging between 1500 and 2000 miles per hour.

jet fighters equipped with the very latest radar have been sent aloft to “make contact” with the phantom objects, but all efforts to catch up with them have failed.

we are convinced that persons making these reports actually see something in the sky, but what they are is another question.13



Dr. Lincoln LaPaz, a meteor expert of his time, was interviewed by the press the next day. LaPaz listed the characteristics of UFOs: “They can reverse directions and cruise back and forth; they travel at high speeds in wide sweeping circles. They are spherical or disk-shaped and for the most part give off a steady yellow light; they travel at high altitudes and can be followed as long as 3½ minutes.”14 These comments by a top scientist only fueled the interest of the media and the public. The UFO phenomenon itself would soon pour gas on the fire.

On July 26 at 10:30 p.m. radar operators at Washington National Airport detected an arc of UFOs spread around Washington from Herndon, Virginia, to Andrews AFB. They called Andrews AFB; their radar had detected the same unknowns. Two F-94 jet interceptors were airborne at 11:30 p.m. The UFOs disappeared from radar just as the two F-94s arrived in the area. The jets searched the area for a few minutes before returning to their base. Radar detected the UFOs return within minutes of the jet’s departure. The radar operators again called Defense Command, and once again two F-94s were dispatched. This time the UFOs hung around. The jets were vectored to one of the targets by radar. Just as they got close enough to see more than just a light, the target sped away.15 The next day, the newspaper headlines were all about UFOs:


“FIERY OBJECT OUTRUN JETS OVER CAPITAL”

“JETS ALERTED FOR SAUCER”

“INTERCEPTORS CHASE LIGHTS IN D.C. SKIES”16



The Air Force did not want this type of publicity, especially on the doorsteps of the White House.

Air Force Intelligence received a call from the president’s aide, Brig. Gen. Landry. President Truman wanted to know what was going on. Capt. Ruppelt told him that the radar target could have been caused by weather but that there was no proof for that theory.17 This reply was insufficient.

Maj. Gen. John Samford, the director of Air Force Intelligence, gathered his team, and held a Washington, D.C., press conference at 4 p.m. on July 29. He assured everyone that the Air Force was working responsibly to resolve the issues and that everything was under control. He discussed various possibilities that might explain the sightings, and he made a statement that gave a certain credence to some of the sighting reports: “However, there have remained a percentage of this total, in the order of twenty per cent of the reports, that have come from credible observers of relatively incredible things.”18 Gen. Samford’s press conference calmed the furor, but the Air Force would need more than a press conference to keep the UFO phenomenon from causing them more grief in the future.

Enter the Central Intelligence Agency (CIA). The CIA had two major concerns with the UFO phenomenon: (1) Could UFOs be used by our enemies as a psychological warfare tool to panic the public? Widespread panic could clog the phone lines and roads prior to an enemy attack; and (2) How would our military distinguish between real enemy craft and UFOs?19 The CIA proposed a scientific committee to address the question of UFOs. They appointed their former chief science consultant, physicist Dr. Howard P. Robertson of Cal Tech, to chair a panel to investigate UFOs—to be known as the Robertson Panel. Robertson recruited astrophysicist Dr. Thornton Page early on. Atomic physicist Dr. Samuel Goudsmit and radiation physicist Dr. Luis Alvarez were brought in two weeks prior to their first working meeting on January 14, 1953. Atmospheric physicist Lloyd Berkner was also added, but he never attended a working meeting. None of these physicists had any background knowledge regarding UFOs. Also present at the meetings was a six-man CIA project team and three Air Force representatives, which included the Air Force consultant Dr. J. Allen Hynek. The Air Force had 300 UFO cases that they could not explain, but the panel only looked at a handful. The Robertson Panel concluded their meeting after two and a half days. Robertson was tasked to write the final report after dinnertime on the last day.20

The CIA and the Air Force obtained the results that they wanted. The Robertson Panel concluded that UFOs were not a threat to our national security, and “that the continued emphasis on the reporting of these phenomena does, in these parlous times, result in a threat to the orderly functioning of the protective organs of the body politic.” Lastly, the Robertson Panel recommended that there be a broad educational program across all concerned agencies and a debunking program for the public. The Robertson Panel’s actual words were Orwellian:


The “debunking” aim would result in reduction in public interest in “flying saucers” which today evokes a strong psychological reaction. This education could be accomplished by mass media such as television, motion pictures, and popular articles. Basis of such education would be actual case histories which had been puzzling at first but later explained.



Lastly, the panel recommended that citizen UFO groups should be kept under surveillance by the government.21

Historians have wielded many complaints against the Robertson Panel: it was a shill game sponsored by the
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Appendix

UFO Sighting Questionnaire Interview


Date of interview:__________________


Date of sighting:__________________



WITNESS INFORMATION

Witness Name:____________________ Current Age____________________


Address:_________________ Phone:____________________


Email:_______________________ Education:____________________


Occupation:_________________


At Time of Sighting:


Vision:_____________ Hearing:_______________ Health:________________





WITNESS SIGHTING

Describe what you were doing before the event and what you saw once the event began.
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WITNESS SIGHTING; SPECIFIC QUESTIONS

Location of the sighting along with latitude/longitude values if known
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Date and time when you saw the object
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Description of the object at various angles
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How do you know what the time was?
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For how long did you observe the object?
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What made you first notice the object?
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What did you think the object was when you first noticed it?
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Time, direction, and elevation in which the object was first seen?
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Relative size of object at arm’s length; first seen.
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Time, direction, and elevation in which the object was closest?
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Relative size of object at arm’s length; at its closest approach.
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Time, direction, and elevation in which the object was last seen?
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Relative size of object at arm’s length; last seen.
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How did you lose sight of the object?
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What were the weather and sky/star conditions?
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Were there any notable astronomical objects or man-made objects in the sky near the object? If yes, indicate the approx. time, object’s relationship in the sky to the known object, brightness comparison, size comparison, etc.
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Brightness of the object. Choose one: (a) brighter than the sun (b) brighter than the moon (c) bright(er) than a particular star/planet (example: It was about as bright as Jupiter) (d) brighter than the sky background but no lights (e) same darkness as the sky (f) darker than the sky (g) other (explain)
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Lumination of the object. Choose one. Was the object(s): (a) self-luminous (b) dull finish (c) reflecting (d) transparent (e) other (explain)
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Color of the object.
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Was the object “fuzzy,” “sharply outlined,” or “like a bright star”?
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Did the object move in front of or behind anything?
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Description of speed.
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Any sound, heat, or smell?
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Any other aircraft in the area?
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Any effect before or after on electronic products?
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Any animal reactions?
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If only lights were seen, did the lights maintain fixed positions?
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Do you remember if background stars were ever blocked out?
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Please provide a detailed sketch of the object(s), including color, lights, and surface features or texture.


Please give names and contact information for any other witnesses.

[image: bck_fig_002.jpg]



Have any other groups or individuals interviewed you? ______


If yes, then provide names and date of interview.
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Other comments.
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Previous sightings? __________


If yes, then fill out a second form describing that occurrence.
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What were your thoughts regarding UFOs prior to your sighting?
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QUESTIONS TO USE IF A WITNESS HAS AN ELECTROMAGNETIC ISSUE WITH A DEVICE SUCH AS A CELL PHONE, CAMERA, TV, AUTOMOBILE, ETC.

Model of affected equipment.


How long has witness owned equipment?


How often does the witness charge the equipment’s battery?


If applicable, did the equipment lose a signal?


Did the equipment power go down?


Did equipment retain power, but some apps shut down or failed to work? (list)


Did equipment get warm or hot to the touch?


If a call was made was there any effect on sound quality (for example, buzzing, hiss, popping, reverb, wowing, hearing other calls)? If “yes,” was the sound quality affected by whomever was being called?


Did equipment function normally after the encounter?


Have any specific apps stopped working correctly? (list)


If available, measure the equipment for any electrical or magnetic traces using an EM meter. Take measurements at varied distances from the equipment until the signal fades. Provide a drawing. Measure distances in all directions along with readout values. Measure a similar unaffected piece of equipment to use as a control.


Has the battery life changed?


Has any data been corrupted (saved photos, vids, music lost, apps dropped, etc.)?


If equipment doesn’t work anymore would the witness consider giving it to you for analysis?


Check with the owners of all nearby cell equipment towers and determine if any equipment outages occurred during the time frame in question.


If any other witnesses were in the area, check the operation of their equipment even if they were not using their equipment and were not aware that there had been any equipment failure.
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