

[image: background]



cover



[image: background]




[image: background]




[image: background]

	
		
	



	
		
	






[image: background]




[image: background]




[image: background]




[image: background]




[image: background]




[image: background]




[image: background]




[image: background]




[image: background]




[image: background]




[image: background]




[image: background]




[image: background]




[image: background]




[image: background]




[image: background]




[image: background]




[image: background]




[image: background]




[image: background]




[image: background]




[image: background]




[image: background]


OEBPS/images/how_to_use.jpg
How to use this eBook

You can double tap images to increase their size. To return to the original
view, just tap the cross in the top left-hand corner of the screen’





OEBPS/wulf_9781524747381_epub3_nav_r1.xhtml






  		

    Cover

  



  		

    Title Page

  



  		

    Copyright

  



  		

    The Adventures of Alexander Von Humboldt















		Cover



		Cover



		Title Page



		Start











OEBPS/images/wulf_9781524747381_epub3_001_r1.jpg





OEBPS/images/wulf_9781524747381_epub3_005_r1.jpg
FIRST PUBLISHED IN GREAT BRITAIN IN 2018
BY JOHN MURRAY (PUBLISHERS)
AN HACHETTE UK COMPANY

TEXT © ANDREA WULF 2019
ILIUSTRATIONS © LILLIAN MELCHER 2019

THE RIGHT OF ANDREA WULF AND LILLIAN MELCHER T0 BE
IDENTIFIED AS THE AUTHORS OF THE WORK HAS BEEN
ASSERTED BY THEM IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE COPYRIGHT,
DESIGNS AND PATENTS ACT 1988.

ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. NO PART OF THIS PUBLICATION MAY
BE REPRODUCED, STORED IN A RETRIEVAL SYSTEM, OR
TRANSMITTED, IN ANY FORM OR BY ANY MEANS WITHOUT THE
PRIOR WRITTEN PERMISSION OF THE PUBLISHER, NOR BE
OTHERWISE CIRCULATED IN ANY FORM OF BINDING OR COVER
OTHER THAN THAT IN WHICH IT 1S PUBLISHED AND WITHOUT
A SIMILAR CONDITION BEING IMPOSED ON THE SUBS EQUENT
PURCHAS ER.

A CIP CATALOGUE RECORD FOR THIS TITLE IS AVAILABLE FROM
THE BRITISH LIBRARY

EBOOK ISBN 978-1-473-66832-¢
JOHN MURRAY (FUBLISHERS)
CARMELITE HOUSE

50 VICTORIA EMBANKMENT
LONDON EC¢Y 0Dz

WWW.JOHNMURRAY.COUK





OEBPS/images/wulf_9781524747381_epub3_006_r1.jpg





OEBPS/images/wulf_9781524747381_epub3_003_r1.jpg





OEBPS/images/wulf_9781524747381_epub3_004_r1.jpg
(TR &
ADVENTURES = - ¢
oF S

F

wrctten K/ e ?
: ~x%

sgnidésos.~  NNDREA Wurr = ==
e & B el lltratel by
DT = Lumuan Meoex

JOHN MURRAY





OEBPS/images/wulf_9781524747381_epub3_009_r1.jpg





OEBPS/images/wulf_9781524747381_epub3_007_r1.jpg





OEBPS/images/wulf_9781524747381_epub3_008_r1.jpg
CU W SR NS e

/ ALSO BY ANDREA WULF\

A~ A
Zhe Juvention o M ture: /44’/{/1:&’/‘ ven 11/114//1‘{5 M{ur M//

~ ey A~
C[/{Lzy Venas: 7/( /Qa’ te Measure the Fleavens

s
/L;N(/I@ (/"/[/2[/18/3‘,' The @'ﬂjﬂo‘/{/{/?/ (/"w/(/yzfz,}»/z// /Wz‘m'c,
5 A A A S
/1/11/ lhe 5@;‘7 o the Anerican Nation

v ~ : ays
Ziie /))/7/({[/' 9/{/7['/{4’/:\‘: B{Af/{/({// Ey«zm/ l[//l/f/l(’ /))1/‘[/ ~
e B

i A~ -
This Other Edens Seven (/jz[/zé/‘m /1///_3 00 Years 7[- E///’/»/ Histery
A & <
7, 1zr1'L‘/ Emma (]‘L‘L’A’/L*(]‘/{/IH[/{?

-]





OEBPS/images/wulf_9781524747381_epub3_012_r1.jpg
1 AM GLAD T0 LEAVE . ..
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LA CORUNA, 1799.

LIFEIN EUROFPE HAS
BECOME UNBEARABLE.

EVEN THE OPEN WATERS OF THE
ATLANTIC HAVE BEEN CLAIMED
AS BATTLEGROUNDS, BUT NOTHING
IS GOING T0 STOP ME. ON 5 JUNE
1799, THE CREW OF THE SPANISH
FRIGATE [%isasr+ HOIST THE
SAILS IN THE PORT OF LA CORUNA
... AND I'M FINALLY EMBARKING
ON MY ADVENTURE.

= 4 eyl : N
< ¥ ENGLISH WARSHIPS
p : ARE AT THE MOUTH OF
% ; THE RIVER!
=S
AL
v
e )
A
Ly
4
;":._, y
o al My TRAVEL COMPANION WAS AIME
b BONPLAND .. . | SHALL INTRODUCE
HIM LATER. THE [iarre- SAILED
SOUTH TOWARD THE CANARIES.
A e S OUR FIRST STOP WAS
\ LANZAROTE . .. OR SO

THE CAPTAIN THOUGHT.
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SO ... My TRAVELS ... WELL, | LEFT
= EUROPE IN 1799, WHEN | WAS TWENTY-NINE YEARS
OLD, AND WENT ON A DARING EXPLORATION TO SOUTH
© AMERICA...IF AN OLD MAN MAY BE ALLOWED TO R
im " PRAISE HIS OWN AUDACITY FOR A MOMENT. TO My
#\ SURPRISE, KING CARLOS IV OF SPAIN GAVE ME

M ALMOST NINETY THE PERMISSION TO EXPLORE HIS COLONIES

LED

ey

A VE!
EARS OLD. I'VE TRA ¥ 10 Expuaes s
v;IoRLD AND HAVE WRITTEN SO LA;WNY -
BOOKS THAT IT ESCAPES ME = w
MANY THERE ARE. -~ . L L
|

&)

| 5

|
LW/
REEH yobi
i3 h:u;

CI 411EL

R

IT MIGHT HAVE ALSO HELPED THAT
| EMPHASIZED My EXPERT KNOWLEDGE
ON PRECIOUS METALS AND My PREVIOUS

EXPERIENCE AS A MINING INSPECTOR
IN PRUSSIA.

BUT, SORRY, I'M DIGRESSING . .. BACK TO My EXPLORATION.
| SPENT HALF OF My FORTUNE ON THIS VOYAGE AND THE /
OTHER HALF ON My PUBLICATIONS. IN THE FIVE DECADES /
SINCE My RETURN TO EVUROPE, I'VE PUBLISHED SEVERAL
ATLASES, BOOKS ON PLANT GEOGRAPHY, ZOOLOGY,
BOTANY AND ASTRONOMY . . .
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... BUT 'VE NEVER TOLD
THE STORY OF WHAT REALLY
HAPPENED IN SOUTH AMERICA.
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... BACK ON THE [izayre:

—_—

-

( LET'S SORT THE
ROCKS FIRST. |

| CAN'T WAIT /
70 DISSECT IT.

WHERE IS \
THE FISH? S
LY

——l.

WHY WOULD THEY
| WANT TO DISSECT A FISH? |
IT’S OUR DINNERI
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A FEW DAYS LATER WE LAND AT

NENERIFE, WHERE OUR FIRST

TEIEAND IS WAITING FOR US.

176 Hor IN THE VALLEY BUT

T THER COLD AND WINDYAZ

92,000 FEET. THE WIND IS SO

1 RONG THAT WECAN HARDLY

STAND UPRIGHT. OUR FACES ‘
“F FROZEN BUT OUR FEET 4

ARE BURNING FROM THE }

HEAT OF THE VOLCANO. ;

YOU HAVE A N
COUPLE OF DAYS. WE |
NEED TO LEAVE SOON.

%

BuT ST LOOK AT
THIS VIEW!

YES, YES
| ADMIT, Im’s
NOT EXACTLY

COMFGRTABLE,

... AND THE
PLANTS WE
CG(_LECTED
ARE BEAUTIFUL.
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THIS MUST BE THE
FORT JUST NORTH OF
LANZAROTE’S CAPITAL.

ACCORDING TO My R
CALCULATIONS, THIS IS THE
SMALL ISLAND GRACIOSA.

THE FLAG TO
SALWVUTE THE

N 7
SHOOT TO % 78
SALUTE] F e N

y
: N

1 ﬁ“[: el o i
e YORVHARESS A~
b o
‘7‘,..(-“‘43/10 / 7.//
o/
227
8
A FORT? IT ées B
LOOKS LIKE A |

ROCK! | WAS RIGHT. IT IS
THE ISLAND GRACIOSA.
LET'S HAVE A LOOK.
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IT WASN’T SO BAD
AFTER ALL THAT THE
| CAPTAIN MISSED LANZAROTE.
LET’S GO, WE HAVE

MUCH TO DO,
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1 WAS BORN ON 14

i SEPTEMBER 1769 AND
GREW UP AT OUR FAMILY

¥ ESTATE TEGEL NEAR
BERLIN. MY FATHER,
ALEXANDER GEORG VON
HIMBOLDT, WAS AN
\OFFICER IN THE
PRUSSIAN: ARMY AND A
CONFIDANT OF THE
FUTURE KING, FRIEDRICH
WILHEIM 11. MY FATHER
WAS A KIND MAN BUT
HE DIED WHEN I.WAS:
ONLY NINE YEARS OLD:
MY MOTHER, MARIE

| ELISABETH, KEP

H
5 GIV!

SELF PROpERLY.

DISTANCE FROM ME ~
AND MY OLDER BROTHER,
WILHEIM, BUT MADE
SURE THAT WE RECEIVED
AN EXCELLENT
EDUCATION. WE HAD
THE BEST TUTORS
MONEY COULD BUY BUT

I NEVER ENJOYED THE ;;
LESSONS ...UNLIKE
WILHELM, WHO WAS
HAFPPIEST WHEN HE
LOST HIMSELF IN-

ANCIENT GREEK'OR ~

ROMAN MYTHOLOGY, I
PREFERRED T0 ROAM

THE FORESTS OF TEGEL. MX.
POCKEIS WERE ALWAYS FUkL
OF INSECTS, FIANTS AND
ROCKS, AND ‘MY FAMILY NICK-
NAMED-ME THE “LITTLE
APOTHECARY.” WELL, I HAD
BIGGER PLANS. AS A BOY, I
READ ABOUT COOK'S BRAVE
EXPLORATIONS AND
BOUGAINVILEE'S DARING
VOYAGES, AND DREAMED
MYSELE INTO DISTANT
COUNTRIES = BUT MY MOTHER
HAD DIFFERENT IDEAS. 1
WON'T BORE YOU, WITH ALL
THE DETAILS, BUT .SHE
INSISTED IHAT MY BROTHER,
WILHELM, AND I WERE 70
BECOME-CIVIL SERVANIS!
BUREAUCRAZS WHO SHIFT
NUMBERS FROM ONE COLUMN
70 ANOTHER. A LIFE LOST IN
ACCOUNT BOOKS.
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AND SO I ENROLLED AT
THE CELEBRATED MINING
~ACADEMY'LN FREIBERG.
IT WAS A COMFROMISE. MY
MOTHER WAS SATISFIED
" BECAUSE IT MEANT 1 WAS
GOING TO-BE A MINING
INSPECTOR, BUT IT ALSO
ALLOWED ME TO FOCUS ON

...#2MY TRUE INTERESTS — MY

NAZURAL HISTORY STUDIES
AND.GEOLOGY. I DON'T
WANT 70-BOAST, BUT EVEN
I"HAVE 70 ADMIT THAT MY
ASCENT.IN THE PRUSSIAN
MINISTRY OF MINES WAS
RATHER RAPID. BY-THE
“TIME I WAS TWENTY-TWO,
1 WAS ALREADY A MINING
INSPECTOR. THE POSITION
ALLOWED ME TO'TRAVEL
QUITE A BIZ.BECAUSE ]
HAD T0 INVESTIGATE COAL
IN BRANDENBURG, TRON
IN SILESIA;GOLD.IN THE
FICHTEL MOUNTAINS AND
SALT MINES IN:POLAND.
1 ERAWLED INT0 DEEFP
SHAFTS.I0 COLLECT ROCK

5

SAMPLES, I INVENTED
A LAMP THAT WORKED
IN THE DEEPEST

OXYGEN-POOR SHAFTS,

A BREATHING MASK "

FOR MINERS AND

EVEN OPENED A SCHOOL,
FOR THEM. 3 '
BUT I STILL WASN'T,
HAFPFY. ONLY WHEN

MY MOTHER DIED *
EVERYTHING CHANGED.
FINALLY 1 WAS FREE :..
AND:RICH:BUT MORE

“ABQUT THAT LATER

1 NEED: 70 GO-ON DECK
WHERE THE NIGHT SKY.
IS DEMANDING MY £
ATTENTION NOW.
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T T
I7°S TIME T0 MAKE OUR WAY
INTO TOWN 70 PRESENT
OUR PASSPORTS T0
THE GOVERNOR,
SENOR VICENTE
EMPARAN.

My DEAR
GENTLEMEN, I'M SO GLAD
THAT YOU'RE VISITING
NEW ANDALUSIA.

HYGROMETER*
SHOWS HIGH HUMIDITY,
1 WHICH MIGHT EXPLAIN
\ THE GREATER SPEED
THAT IRON OXIDIZES
\ HERE, DON'T YOU AGREE?

¢ “THE HAIR HYGROMETER THE }
GOVERNOR REFERS T01S A FINE  }
INSTRUMENT. BECAUSE HAIR |
INCREASES AND DECREASES IN |
LENGTH DEPENDING ON |
HUMIDITY, WE CAN USE IT 70 |
MEASURE THE MOISTURE IN o
THE ATMOSPHERE. | HAVE OF
COURS E BROUGHT MINE T00. |
. ]

0o
YOU THINK THAT |
THE ATMOSPHERE OF OUR
BEAUTIFUL TROPICAL
SKy CONTAINS LESS
NITROGEN THAN THAT
OF SPAIN?

y MEET SUCH LEARNED
MEN HERE?

5 HAl HE CERTAINLY IS
MORE INTERESTED IN QUR

SCIENTIFIC WORK THAN

QUR PAPERWORK. /
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HOW KIND OF SENOR

/ EMPARAN TO HELP US

FIND A HOUSE. LET’S
UNPACK AND

/NI
EXPLORE.

5
out OF /B

KED 2
u LOOREC NDOW?
vE YO Coom WINTT &
2 HnglN\NG ROO R %
LT

D o0
e e A SLave 4
& MARKET? pow 2o
o TRAD, ; AWFUL _ %
HAe ﬁg;& SL/\VE‘?R]\?EARE EVEN CHECKING ;::: \ —For
M d‘ Colaodd, ik ETH ... uke HORSES 11y ’ ,
f RET. UrTERLy e 5/
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| SAW THE SAME SYMPTOMS
WHEN | WORKED AS A
| SURGEON IN THE FRENCH NAVY.
N I’M SURE IT'S TYPHUS.

WHEN THE FIRST PASSENGER DIES, OUR CAPTAIN CHANGES COURSE
AND SAILS T0 THE NEAREST PORT —CUMANA IN THE CAPTAINCY
GENERAL OF VENEZUEILA. IT'S TIME 70 BEGIN MY ADVENTURES.
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CUMANA, SOUTH AMERICA, JULY 1799

OUR FIRST
SPECIMEN FROM
SOUTH AMERICA!

THE COLORS, BONPLAND, THE COLORS .. . LOOK
AT THE BLOSSOMS, THE BIRDS, EVEN THE
CRAYFISH ARE BLUE AND YELLOW ...
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NO MATTER HOW MUCH WE WALK OR HOW EXHAUSTED
WE ARE, I ALWAYS SET UP THE TELESCOPE FOR MY
. ASTRONOMICAL OBSERV)\TIONS

| UST NEED

TO TAKE ONE MORE |
MEASUREMENT
AT MIDNIGHT.

IT’S TIME TO
SLEER IT'S BEEN
\ L

%09 WK NiGHT,
| THEN NUMBOLDT
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CUMANA WAS FOUNDED IN THE EARLY 16TH CENIURY AND IS ONE OF THE
OLDEST EUROFPEAN SETTLEMENTS IN SOUTH AMERICA. THE CITY IS FART OF THE
VAST SPANISH EMPIRE THAT STRETCHES FROM CALIFORNIA ALL THE WAY
70 THE SOUTHERN T1P OF CHILE. CUMANA BELONGS 70 THE CAPTAINCY
GENERAL OF VENEZUELA. ITS 15,000 INHABITANTS ARE MADE UP

OF SPANIARDS, MESTIZOS, SLAVES, INDIANS AND CREOLES OR
CRIOLLOS —WHITE COLONISTS OF SPANISH DESCENT BORN IN SOUTH
AMERICA. SOME OF THE CRIOLLOS ARE VERY WEALTHY, BUT THEY ARE
NONETHELESS EXCLUDED FROM
THE HIGHEST ADMINISTRATIVE
AND MILITARY POSITIONS. THE
CITY WAS ALMOST DESTROYED BY
AN EARTHQUAKE IN 1797, ONLY
EIGHTEEN MONTHS BEFORE WE
ARRIVE, AND WHEREVER WE LOOK,
WE CAN STILL SEE HOUSES IN
RUINS. I'LL TALK MORE ABOUT
EARTHQUAKES LATER, BUT FOR
NOW, LET ME JUST TELL YOU
THAT BONFLAND AND I ARE
OVERWHELMED BY THE NATURAL
WORLD JUST OUTSIDE THE CITY.

| WILL GO MAD IF.
THESE WONDERS
_, DONT STOP SQON.

T CaNNOT BELIEVE THIS'
MOUNTAIN 15 CALLED
IMPOSIBLE!

" THE NAME SWALL NOT
L DETER US!
kit

FROM CUMANA WE Go oN Excy,
70 EXPLORE THE SURRDUND1N§S10NS
REGIONS. A FEW WEEKS AFTER

OUR ARRIVAL, WE TRAVEL INTO THE

MOUNTAINS, wHERE THE CHAYMA
INDIANS LIVE. I'vE EMPLOYED A
SERVANT CALLED JOSE. You'1s GET
70 KNOw HIMm SOON.
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A S e M s “l
0 ——

z HOW CAN | NAME ALL THESE ’%% i 2

PLANTS? THERE ARE THOUSANDS! 3% &z

-.\ l". > 2

Said

i

PLANTED WITH
BANANAS, CASSAVA,
VAMS AND MAIZE
PRODUCES 20
TIMES AS MUCH FOOD
45 THE SAME SPACE

| WHEAT. | %
| GROWN WITH ﬁ

JOSE, THE BAROMETER
IS THE MOST IMPORTANT
INSTRUMENT FOR My EXPEDITION.
| NEED IT TO MEASURE THE
HEIGHT OF MOUNTAINS. GUARD IT
WITH YOUR LIFE.

WE PASS LITTLE
VILLAGES IN

YES,
DON
ALEXANDER.






