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Murder is an age-old thing. Many people believe that crime and violence is a new phenomenon, but people have been killing each other for various reasons for all of recorded history. So it is no surprise that when we look back a few decades we can still find some rather interesting murder cases. People murder for love, money, vengeance, personal advancement, or simply for the fun of it. This case, out of Orange Country, California is no exception to those motivations. And even seventy years after the fact, these murders still remain quite exceptional. 

Due to the age of the case the case files are scarce and much of what actually happened is mere journalistic speculation. Much of what is said about what happened has been exaggerated or assumed. So take it all with a grain of salt as we seek to find the facts within the years of fiction. 

The Happy Couple

The year was 1947. The United States of America was just seeing the end of the Second World War. Soldiers were returning home. Families were beginning to rebuild. The country itself was going to enter into one of its most prosperous periods. And yet, things were not all happy families and white picket fences. 

Beulah Louise Overell was less than attractive by all accounts of her appearance at 17 when she was set to marry George “Bud” Gollum. However, she was the heiress to a rather sizable estate, and that made her, arguably, a more appealing person. Her father had amassed over $500 000 in wealth through building his family’s furniture business and then alter as a real estate developer and financier. This fortune would be worth over $5 million by present day standards. 

George, on the other hand, was a handsome, 21-year-old, premed student at Los Angeles City College. He was an ex-Navy man as well, which added to his appeal. He had returned a Pacific War hero and had received the Bronze Star for bravery during the battle of Leyte Gulf. They seemed like an unlikely couple, but their trail of sordid love letters indicated otherwise. 

Whether they were truly in love is anyone’s guess. There was evident lust in their relationship. Whether it was simply a case of two young people infatuated with each other to the point of destruction it is hard to determine. The prosecution during their trial certainly tried to prove that was case. 

Beulah Louise believed she was in love with George. Despite this, her parents didn’t agree with the engagement. They were less than enthusiastic about her fiancé. They claimed to like him well enough, but they were no pleased about how young the couple was and they wanted them both to finish college before pursuing marriage. 

Still, the couple announced their engagement to the world and planned on going through with the wedding on April 30th of 1947. And with Beulah Louise’s insistence on moving forward with the wedding her parents tried even harder to dissuade her. Perhaps they feared that George only wanted to marry their daughter in such a hurry because of her sizable inheritance, she was the sole heir after all. Or maybe, deep down, they really didn’t like him. It is hard to know for sure.

Whatever their reasons, they went as far as threatening to disown Beulah Louise if she went through with the wedding. And still she insisted on moving forward with the wedding as planned. She was madly in love with George and there was nothing that her parents could do to convince her not to marry him. She would go through with it even if it meant losing her family’s fortune. He was worth that to her, apparently.

Yacht Ride Gone Wrong

It was around 11pm on March 15, 1947 when things took a turn for the worse for the Overell family. Despite their displeasure over their daughter’s choice of fiancé the family had still taken out their 47-foot yacht for some family time. 

The was moored in Newport Harbour, California for the evening when Beulah Louise and George took a skiff to shore in pursuit of a midnight snack. They were headed to a late-night burger place on shore. Walter, age 62, and Beulah, age 57, stayed on the yacht while the children went to shore. 

When the young couple returned to the pier to retrieve their skiff and head back out to the moored yacht they were greeted by a horrifying sight. The 47-foot yacht, called the Mary E., was smoldering and sinking. 

As the young couple were placing orders for burgers the yacht had been blown up by an explosion that “just about blew me out of my bunk,” according to F.E. Moore, a retired Los Angeles firefighter whose boat had been moored 75-feet away from the Overells’. 

Other searchers soon joined Moore, including Beulah Louise and George, who called out and looked for the bodies of Walter and Beulah as the Mary E. continued to sink into the harbour. It would not be until later, when the coast guard dragged the Mary E. into shallow waters, that the bodies would be located. 

Although initial reports called the explosion of the Mary E. and the deaths of Beulah and Walter Overell an accident it did not take long for this narrative to change. After a quick examination of the Mary E. it was determined that the explosion was not caused by gasoline but rather by dynamite. 

Had the bomb gone off as intended there would have been no reason or evidence to make anyone suspicious of foul play in the explosion of the yacht. However, a few sticks of dynamite had been left in the engine room, wire to an alarm clock detonator. It was this that gave it all away. 

The first explosion, from dynamite in another area of the yacht, was likely supposed to trigger a second explosion that reduced the yacht to nothing but splinters. However, something went wrong after that first explosion and the second one never occurred. Thus, the unexploded dynamite was easily discovered. It was likely the heavy wooden bulkhead of the yacht that caused the second explosive to remain undetonated; still the first explosion was lethal enough. 

Walter Overell was found impaled on a plank and Beulah Overell was found with multiple skull fractures. Upon a closer examination by the corner it was discovered that the Overells could have been dead up to an hour before the actual explosion. The cause of death: blunt force trauma. According to the corner a ball-peen hammer fit many of the wound indentations on Beulah Overell’s skull. 

It was clear that the events of that evening had been no accident. Someone had intentionally murdered the Overells and then planted explosives to cover-up that murder. It didn’t take authorities much effort to determine who their prime suspects in this case would be. After all, no one else had been on the yacht that evening with the Overells except for their daughter and future son-in-law. It didn’t take a genius to connect those dots. 

The Obvious Suspects

It took a day after the explosion for the police to have Beulah Louise and George in custody and charged with murder. It wasn’t a large leap to make even with the early evidence. 

The parents did not approve of the impending nuptials between the two young lovers. Beulah Louise was set to inherit a large sum of money upon her parents’ death. The money alone was motive enough as far as the police were concerned. 

In the days following the explosion more evidence came to light that pointed fingers at the young couple. An investigation into Gollum’s car revealed wire and pink adhesive tape. The same wire and tape had been found in the set of explosives that had not been detonated on the yacht. Additionally, the police found bloody clothes in his car. 

On top of this police found a record of purchase at the Chatsworth office of the Trojan Powder Company that indicated fifty sticks of dynamite had been purchased by the young couple the day before the explosion. The police had been led to the Chatsworth office by a receipt for the purchase that they’d found in Gollum’s camera case. On the receipt was a signature of a different name but it was signed by Gollum’s hand. 

During questioning about the death of her parents Beulah Louise seemed to lack any emotion over their death. Additionally, many people noted the fact that she wore a mink coat when she was taken into custody. And, as with any media heavy case, people took note of Beulah Louise’s plump figure, her bush brows, and her inappropriate taste in clothing considering the circumstances. 

The case shot to media headlines rather quickly and the young couple were thrust into the spotlight. Everything about their lives were torn apart and exposed to the public eye. Along with all elements pointing towards them, their relationship also raised eyebrows. 

They were an unlikely couple. Physically they were poorly matched. In life experience and intelligence they were poorly matched. The only thing that seemed to be pulling them towards each other was an unexplained lust. The police found several love letters penned between the two that pointed to an almost obsessive level of lust. 

George wrote to Beulah “I’ll kidnap and carry you off somewhere so that no on will ever be able to find us and there I’ll make passionate and violent love to you. If you ever marry another person, I will kill him”. 

Beulah wrote to George “O my darling, O my pops, popsie, darling, my beautiful, handsome, intelligent pops, I adore you always, eternally...”

Their letters expressed an obsessive type of romance that made no sense to those looking in on the relationship. It had likely made no sense to Beulah Louise’s parents. It definitely made no sense to the public and it only did more to create intrigue and interest around the trial. 

If nothing else, the events of that night caused some interesting gossip for the people of Orange County and dragged some attention away from the aftermath of war and struggle. 

The Last Great Trial of Printed Media

The Overell Trial is arguably one of the last spectacular trials of printed media. Before television news took over to inform the citizens of the world what was happening, people had to rely solely on printed press. And the Los Angeles Times carried the story of the trial to the citizens while the more sensationalized version was held within the pages of the Los Angeles Examiner focusing mostly on the young lovers. 

Additionally, the New York Times, Life Magazine, dozens of other life interest magazines, and most of the sixty police/detective fact and fiction magazines also covered the case and trial. There was not a piece of printed media that was not scraping to get its hands on any information possible about this case and trial as things proceeded. 

There were three main features to every story: the heinousness of the crime, the love between George and Beulah Louise, and the scandal of the rich. It was a journalists dream to be able to write about such a thing. 

Parricide was the ultimate breach of the social contract both within the family and without at the time. It was equivocal to regicide in the eyes of many. And although shocking, it was not as rare as many assumed. California had experienced an average of three such cases each year for the past two decades up until that point. 

All parricide cases shared some similar traits. The parent or parents, who ultimately ended up being simply the victims, had some form of power over the offenders be it psychological, physical, or financial. It was uncommon for the child to kill their parent(s) with a single wound, thus resulting in multiple and excessive wounds to the victims bodies
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