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It was another night where he wouldn’t get any sleep but that was slowly becoming his normal. They called him Jinx but his proper name was Liam Payne. Or at least it had been until about eleven years ago.

Eleven years... how time flies when he was just trying to survive. He got off the bed he was trying to sleep on but his thoughts wouldn’t shut up inside his head. Today was an anniversary of sorts for him, not one he ever asked for or wanted. It just was.

Jinx walked to his front door and opened it. The night was cool up here on top of the bluff. He’d lived here for the last five years now and he just couldn’t get used to the weather. New York might be cold in the winter time with all the lake effect snow they had but it was nothing like the winters in Wisconsin.

His skin broke out in goosebumps when he felt the cool breeze. Dressed in just his boxers, he moved along the porch of his cabin and stared out into the night. He leaned against the outer wall of his cabin and gazed into the darkness surrounding him. Eleven years ago he had everything to live for, a wife he loved beyond life itself and a soon to be son he was waiting for to be born.

He was the leader of one of the best teams of bounty hunters in the whole of the United States. His team had tracked down the worst criminals and always brought back their man. They worked well together as a unit that is, until eleven years ago. 

That was the only time in his history anyone had even gotten the drop on him. How ironic that it would become the only time it would matter. After he buried his wife and unborn child, Liam had walked away from everything. His team, his job, his home. He left it all behind, as he had to clear his head.

Two days later the offer of a new job came from the most unexpected place and rather than go back to a job he hated, he grabbed on to the offer and became a bounty hunter for the Special Forces. He took the name of Jinx. He felt it fit after he’d fucked up and lost it all. 

He sold the business to his ace team and left the States to work with the military. It would be four years later that he would meet Lucifer and his team. Now five years after they had been rejected from the military due to PTSD from being a prisoner of war for four months... they were all living here.

Well, some of them were living here, and some of them like himself were just surviving. He didn’t really want to be alone tonight of all nights, but he knew he shouldn’t be around other people right now. It wasn’t safe for them or him.

He went back into his cabin to throw some clothes on. Maybe a long walk in the woods would clear his head enough so he could sleep. Pulling on a pair of jeans, he grabbed a sweatshirt jacket, and a pair of boots and was on his way out the door when he heard a phone ringing. 

Jinx froze for a moment then snapped his head around to stare at the desk. He only had one phone and although he kept it charged he never got any calls on it. He slowly went over to the desk and opened the drawer slowly. His phone was there and the caller id told him it was a member of his old team. 

Shadow. 

A man he hadn’t spoken to or seen for eleven years.

Jinx closed his eyes and tried to get a grip on his emotions. He wasn’t sure if he could take the call or not. He’d left that part of his life behind him years ago. He was Jinx now. He rode a Harley and his tattoos proved what he was. He could be just Jinx and no one cared.

His hand slowly reached out and picked up the device. Still staring at the ringing phone, he stared at the picture of his old friend.

Finally, he lifted the phone to his ear, “Hello.”

“Oh thank fuck. I’ve been trying to call you for hours now,” Shadow told him. “We need your help.”

“Why are you calling me after all this time?” Jinx demanded.

“I told you, we need your help man.” 

“But I don’t work for your guys anymore and haven’t for some time now,” Jinx reminded the other man.

“I know man but, this case is special,” Shadow replied. 

“What is so special about this case?” Jinx wanted to know.

“This case might be linked to a man hunt we’ve been working on for eleven years.” 

Jinx caught his breath as pain washed over him. He could barely breathe as memories flooded his brain. He dropped down to his knees and tried to draw breath into his lungs. “Jack,” he whispered under his breath.

“Yeah, Jack,” Shadow acknowledged.

“Fucking hell man.” Jinx ran his hand through his hair. It was longer now than it ever was, but so much had changed in the past eleven years. Not only for him.

“I need you to hear this woman’s story and if you don’t want in, we’ll walk away, but man you got to hear what she has to say,” Shadow assured him.

“Where are you all at these days?” Jinx asked.

“We’re in Ohio nowadays.”

“Yeah well, I’m in a little town called Whiskey Bend in Wisconsin.” Jinx scoffed.

“What the fuck you doing in Wisconsin?” Shadow wanted to know.

“I’m part of an MC now. Can you believe that shit?”

“Yeah buddy, I can believe that shit.” Shadow chuckled. “Is it helping?”

“You know something, I think it is,” Jinx admitted. “Been through hell and back since the last time we saw each other, but I think being here is helping me cope with everything.”

“That’s great man. Listen the boys and I can be there in sixteen hours, less if we push it.” He paused then added, “I really think you should hear what she has to say. This has been a long time coming and Janie and the baby need closure. It’s been too long already.”

“I know man, I know.” Jinx exhaled loudly. “For the longest time, I couldn’t bear to think about it. The nightmare wouldn’t leave me alone, then when they did, I was living another nightmare.”

“I know, Pat kept us informed,” Shadow told him. “I wanted to get in touch back then, but he said it wasn’t a good time. I’m just sorry you had to go through that alone.”

Jinx shook his head even though Shadow couldn’t see him. “That’s just it, I wasn’t alone. I had the brothers behind me all the way. We were taken hostage by the enemy for four months. They tortured us, trying to break us, and if it hadn’t been for a man named Lucifer, they would have. He is probably the only man I know with balls of steel, and I’ve known some pretty tough men. Anyway when we were set free, he gave us all a new purpose and brought us to a safe place to heal.”

“And is it working?” Shadow had to ask.

“I think it is. At least here, I can breathe again.” He sighed then and said, “I’ll see you guys in sixteen hours or so. Shadow, I’ll listen. I may not want to get involved, but I’ll listen.”

“That’s all I can ask man,” Shadow replied.

When Jinx ended the call, he went to his door and looked across the way. He knew he’d have to clear this visit with Lucifer before his friends got here, and there was no time like the present.
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The front door opened and Lucifer looked up from his chair to see who was coming in this late. He looked more than a little surprised when he saw Jinx standing there.

He, Demon, Aries and Hades were playing cards and all four of them stopped when the other man came up to their table, hauled an extra chair over and sat down. Lucifer put his cards down and waited for Jinx to say what he had to say.

“Got a situation,” he told them.

“Ok.” Lucifer nodded after a moment where no one said anything. 

“This goes back a ways and I’m not sure how to say it.” Jinx shrugged.

“Just spit it out man,” Hades grumbled.

“Well, as you all know, I’m thirty-eight years old. You’ve only known me for seven years, but before that, I was in Homeland Security, under the offices of the U.S. Marshal. I had my own firm and my team ran down bounties on high profile criminals. We were the best at discovering not only their secrets, but where they went to hide. I had three other men working for me and the four of us had a high tech compound in New York. We worked and lived just outside the city. Our biggest case was Jack Brody. He was the leader for a high stakes ring of thieves that spread the whole span of the Eastern United States. When we began breaking up his band of thieves, he tracked us down. He looked for our weaknesses and found my family. For some reason, he targeted me and mine. I was married back then and we were expecting our first baby at the time, and I fucked up. I didn’t protect what was mine and in one moment, my family was gone.”

The men all listened. They did not meet his eyes, as they seemed to know this was tough for him to explain.

“Jack Brody waited until I came home one night and he knocked me out before I even knew he was there. When I woke up, I was tied to a chair and he had my wife in his arms and was holding a fucking knife to her throat. He told me I had taken everything away from him, so he was going to do the same to me. He slit my woman’s throat and I was helpless to watch as she bled out. Just before she passed, the bastard cut her open and took my baby son out of his mother. Her screams still haunt my nightmares. He made me watch as my son struggled to breathe on his own, but the baby was too young to survive outside his mother’s body and when he died, Jack laughed, he knocked me out again. By the time I came around, Jack was gone and I was still tied to that god damn chair. I couldn’t continue doing what I’d been doing for years, so I buried my wife and my baby son then left New York. I took the coward’s way out and I ran from my problems back then, and I’m still running today. Those nightmares I exchanged for the ones we earned together in the fucking enemy camp, but I’m still running away.”

“Can I ask what brought all this on?” Lucifer asked after a moment of silence.

“Today is the eleventh anniversary of my wife and son’s death. I was on my way out the door for a walk in the woods when I got a phone call from an old friend. He was my old partner, Shadow. When I left New York, I left three of the best men I ever knew behind. They stayed and kept fighting the good fight, but tonight Shadow called me. He needs my help with a case and this case involves Jack Brody.” He ran his fingers through his long hair and stared at the four of them. “I couldn’t tell the men to stuff it, I agreed to see this girl and hear her story. But I couldn’t do it without telling you guys what was going down. If you want me to meet up with them somewhere else, all you have to do is say so. I don’t want to bring trouble here.”

Hades just stared at him for a moment then he threw down his hand of cards. “So you were a god damn bounty hunter?” 

“I was a little bit more than a bounty hunter.” Jinx snorted. “My team and I were the very best.”

Lucifer stared at him. “You brought your talent into the field when you first joined our group and it never failed you. Not until we got ambushed and that wasn’t your fault. You tried to tell us something didn’t feel right. We should have listened to you. Is this something you want to get pulled into again?” 

Jinx looked over at the other man and nodded slowly. “I need the closure, I never got eleven years ago. I want him to be charged for my Janie’s death and the death of my son. Jack Brody is a man that needs to die. My wife and son weren’t the only ones to fall under his blade, and I’m sure that more have fallen victim to him in the past eleven years. The world might be a better place without him in it.”

Lucifer gazed at Jinx for a moment then looked at each of the other men at the table. Each man gave his consent and Lucifer looked over at jinx again. “Bring them here. We’ll all listen to her story. You are one of us and if you need us, we’re there for you. You’ve earned that right.”

“They should be here sometime tomorrow. They’re coming from Ohio, and they’ll be fully loaded with equipment,” Jinx warned.

“They can set up in the old barn over by your cabin. It’s stocked and there should be more than enough bedrooms.” Lucifer nodded. “I hope your men won’t mind if we all pitch in and help.”

Jinx shrugged. “I figure that was the reason they called. I have a feeling this case is high profile. Shadow knows I’d want to help track down Jack Brody or whoever the hell he really is. My old team all knew my Janie, and they would have been uncles to my son.”

“Maybe it’s time you all get closure then,” Hades said quietly.

“Maybe.” Jinx nodded.
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Chapter Two
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It was late into the afternoon when the three vehicle caravan pulled into the driveway of the compound. When the first van stopped, the door opened and Shadow stepped out. He looked at the front of the clubhouse and saw a line of men standing there.

One he thought he recognized, but the other four he did not. Glancing around, he took note of several more groups of three or four men standing there waiting for him.

He approached the line of five men waiting at the front of the main building. He cocked his head at stared at the man he knew as Jinx now. “Liam, you just get uglier every time I see you.” Holding out his hand, he waited for his friend Liam Payne to take it.

“Shadow you old bastard.” Jinx smiled slightly. “I go by Jinx now.” He grabbed the other man’s hand and hauled him in close. Then he turned to the others, “I need you to meet my friends, this is Lucifer, he’s our president, Demon is our VP, Hades is our Enforcer, and Aries is our Sergeant at Arms. Brothers, this is my old team mate George Cattone, otherwise known as Shadow.” He motioned to the next man, “This reprobate is known as Viper, AKA Ethan Keller. He’s our tech guy. Eleven years ago, he was the best as what he did. And last but not least this is Shooter, AKA Elliot Jordan.”

Each man nodded at Jinx’s new team and both groups studied the other for a moment. Then Jinx broke the silence by saying, “Ok, now that introductions have been taken care of why don’t you boys tell us what this confab is really all about?”

Shadow turned and nodded to the first van. 

The door opened and a woman stepped out. She was a small woman with long jet-black hair and a nervousness she didn’t bother hiding. Her silver eyes darted from one man to the next. 

Shadow motioned for her to join them, and she took a small step toward the group. “Gentlemen, this is Faith Avery. She’s our witness and she’s in trouble,” Shadow told them.

Before he could say anything else, a dark shape bolted out of the van and charged straight for Jinx. Barking madly, the huge dog leaped on Jinx and Jinx braced for the impact. He caught the hundred eighty pound dog without falling to the ground and the dog was busy licking and whining. Jinx laughed out loud.

Lucifer and the others stared at him in shock. That sound coming from their man Jinx was almost unheard of, at least, for them because they had never heard it before.

“Someone you know, Jinx?” Hades asked with a raised eyebrow.

“Guess he remembers you Liam.” Shadow grinned. “This is Samson. He’s what you would call our mascot. He was a member of our team and he used to be Liam’s dog a lifetime ago.”

Then a fourth man exited the van. He was a tall man, but he moved slowly with a pronounced limp. Making his way over to the group he looked at Jinx and nodded slowly. “Liam.” His voice was low and gravely and even though he wore a t-shirt, the scars on his throat could still be seen.

Jinx set the dog down on the ground and stared at the fourth man. Stepping closer to him, Jinx embraced him for a few moments, finally taking a deep breath he stepped back. “Bender. I had no idea.”

Bender nodded, then turned his gaze to the others in the group. Holding out his hand, he looked at Lucifer. “My given name is Memphis...”

“His name is Memphis Payne, he’s my brother.” Jinx finally shook his head, coming out of his shocked stupor. “I thought he was dead all these years. How the fuck did you survive what he did to you?”

Bender turned to look at Jinx. “You should know by now, I’m a hard man to kill.” His voice cracked and was almost a whisper.

“Sweet Jesus.” Jinx swore then he grabbed the other man and hugged him close again. “Thank God for that hard head of yours.”

“Yeah well, it might have been better if the bastard tried to cave my head in, but that’s not what he did.” Bender shook his head. “It’s real good to see you again, my brother.”

“Shall we take this inside?” Lucifer suggested. Motioning toward the door, he watched as everyone filed through the door. He noticed the dog hadn’t moved from Jinx’s side the whole time.

When he joined them, he heard a loud squeal coming from the kitchen and he rushed toward the kitchen door, and found himself stalled in the doorway. “Jinx, will that dog of yours hurt the women?” he called out carefully. 

The dog had come to a stop in front of Jessie and Luna. Both women were frozen in place, while Hope and Shiloh were sitting very still on their stools.

Jinx came up behind Lucifer and whistled softly. 

Samson turned and trotted back to Jinx’s side and sat down. 

“No Captain,” Jinx replied. “Samson would never hurt anyone that didn’t deserve it, and especially never a woman. He’s trained to protect, not threaten unless given a command.”

“I’m sorry honey.” Jessie looked over at her man. “I guess I just wasn’t expecting a dog that big coming up behind me.” Her hand went to cover her baby bump. She was already showing. 

Lucifer gazed at her protectively. 

“I’m sorry Jessie,” Jinx said in a soft voice. “I wasn’t expecting him either. I haven’t thought about him in years. It just hurt too much. I thought I lost him a long time ago. You see, the night my wife and baby died, someone put a bullet in my dog and hung my brother. After I buried my family, I left and never looked back. It hurt too much to think about what that bastard took from me.”

“Oh Jinx.” Jessie’s stare softened. 

Jinx didn’t want to see her tears, so he turned and walked away. Samson trotted behind him.

Lucifer stood there looking at the women. “You ladies ok?”

All four nodded and Lucifer turned to go back to the main room to hear what this case was all about.
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Everyone was sitting at the big table when Lucifer took his place, 

Jessie and Luna had followed from the kitchen with cups and a couple pots of coffee. 

It took a few minutes to pour everyone a cup and it wasn’t until after that was done that Jinx asked, “Ok, now tell me what this is all about?”

Shadow then began explaining, “A friend of ours brought Faith to me a few days ago. Lola told me she’s a potential witness against her ex-boyfriend, Case Brackett. Case is a newcomer in the business scene in New York. He’s rising very quickly, almost too quickly to be legit. We know he’s dirty, but we just can’t prove it. Lola and the FBI are looking for evidence to tie him to the mob on money laundering charges as well as drug dealing, other bribery and collusion charges. As well as murder and attempted murder charges.”

Jinx took a sip of his coffee and looked over the rim of the cup to Shadow. “Okay, tell me what’s got you running halfway across the states to look me up.”

Shadow took a deep breath and began telling him about the last three days, “As I said, Faith came to us about a week ago with evidence that would help us bring down Case Brackett. The evidence was the murder of Senator Owen Gage. We’ve always suspected that Case was involved, but we couldn’t prove it. Faith claims she knows where his body is buried and has taken his skull as proof.”

Jinx glanced over at Faith and asked, “Do you have the skull with you now?”

Faith shook her head. “It’s in a safe place, but I can get it anytime I need it.”

Shadow opened his bag and brought out a file. He handed it to Jinx. “She brought us pictures of the skull, and we have verified that it fits underneath a photo of Owen Gage. She witnessed Brackett pulling the trigger himself.”

Jinx looked briefly at the pictures that Shadow handed him and then passed them down the line to Lucifer and the rest of the group. He stared at Faith and asked, “How long did you live with Brackett?”

Faith glanced quickly at Shadow then looked back at Jinx. “I lived with Case for four years.” Her tone was almost defiant. Her silver eyes snapped and her dark hair fell away from her face. She was trying hard to be brave, but she looked scared to death.

Jinx didn’t push it, he had ways of learning what he wanted to know... He didn’t care how long she lived with a murderer. He was more interested in why she left him. “What exactly brought you to the U.S. Marshals?”

Faith stared at him for a long moment. Then, she looked away. “Does that really matter? Can’t I just want to put a very bad man in jail where he belongs?”

Jinx watched her and knew there was more to her story than was apparent. “Yes, it matters. If I’m going to put my life on the line, it matters to me.” He turned to look at Shadow and shook his head. “I can’t help you if I don’t know everything.”

Shadow nodded. He understood his reasons. “I think there is more to the story too, but Rick wants what she has. So, I don’t have a choice.”

“Tell me the rest of it. I know there’s more or you wouldn’t be here.” Jinx raised a brow at her.

Shadow answered for her, “Brackett knows she came to us and just what she offered. He’s tried several times to stop us since we left New York three days ago. I’m not sure just how he’s tracked us, but he knows where we are and I can’t shake him.” 

Jinx thought about what he said for a moment, and then he reached for Faith’s purse. 

Faith didn’t seem to want to let him have it, but finally she let it go.

Jinx dumped the purse out on the coffee table. She had a wallet, keys, lip balm, and a cell phone. He picked up the cell phone and flipped it over. He took the battery cover off, took the battery out, and dropped the phone back on the table. Then he looked at Faith.

“What the hell?” Shadow said as he reached for the phone. “When did you get this?” he asked. Shadow looked over at Jinx. “I swear man, that phone wasn’t there three days ago.”

Faith looked at Shadow and nodded. “I couldn’t show it to you. I’m sorry but I needed to have it.”

“You do realize that your phone has a GPS chip in it, don’t you?” Jinx asked.

Faith looked at him and frowned. “What do you mean?”

“Your boyfriend has probably been tracking you by your phone,” Jinx explained. “With that kind of phone, he knows where you are going almost before you get there.”

Faith stared down at the phone and then back to Jinx. “I didn’t realize that.”

Jinx nodded. “Now, tell me why you had to have the phone.”

Faith took a deep breath and nodded. “I have something Case wants back very badly.”

“And what would that be exactly?” Jinx asked. “Is it really worth dying for?”

Faith nodded. “Yes, it is. Before I went to the Marshals’, I took my three-year-old son and hid him with a friend. Case wants him back and once he has Drew, he won’t hesitate to kill me.”

Jinx frowned. Whatever he was expecting hadn’t been that. He glanced over at Shadow and saw that he hadn’t known about the boy either. He got up and walked outside. He needed time to think. He had too many unanswered questions and he also knew Shadow wouldn’t have come to him if he hadn’t needed to. He knew he would need more information before he joined in with his old group. He wouldn’t leave Lucifer high and dry either.

After about five mins of walking around outside, Jinx came in, sat back down at the table and looked over at Faith. “Before I can help you, I need to know everything about your relationship with Brackett. I don’t want there to be any more surprises. Do you understand me?” He looked around the table. “I can’t speak for the others, that will be up to them.”

Faith nodded.

Jinx gave her a nod in return. “Good, now where is your son?”

Faith shook her head. “Don’t worry about Drew. He’s safe.”

Jinx growled in frustration. “I need to know where he is. I don’t care if you think he’s safe or not.”

Faith shook her head. “Don’t you think I’ve thought about this? Drew was the reason
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