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All throughout history we read of so many people that turned the tide of battle.  Men and women that changed history for the better, that stamped their names on the history books and left the world in no doubt who they were. 

In this series we want to focus on the mighty women of war.  What made them stand out above the rest?  How did they change the face of battle?

As we delve into this series we want to draw our eyes to women that when faced with horrific circumstances, refused to go silently into the night.  The women we will look at were ordinary women that found a deep strength hidden in themselves.  They were women that rose to the challenge of defending their people, of making a difference, of showing that being feminine is a blessing.

We intend to draw your attention to queens, to spies, to leaders of armies and much more.  

Most importantly we want to show you that the very fabric that made these women change history, is knitted into each and every woman.  Every leader, every teacher, every adventurer, every housewife, mother and child.

Rightly it is said that “hell hath no fury like a woman scorned” for when the Romans came to England they met Boudica, when the French needed hope they had Joan of Arc, when Jewish children needed rescue they had Irena Sendler.  But for this book we want to focus on Boudica, Queen of the Iceni.

Nothing is as strong as the desire for freedom. The peoples who were oppressed by the ever-expanding Roman Empire were sure to know this, seeing their heritage, their lands and families, destroyed in the wake of this powerful conquering torrent. Amongst these were the Ancient Britons, peoples with Celtic origins that dwelt in what are today England, Scotland, Wales, and Cornwall. Unable to hold their ground before such a powerful force, they suffered a tragic fate. Falling under the shadow of the Roman Empire, they were quickly subdued and subjected to a hard and humiliating occupation. For many years they saw their lives and cultures dissipating under the oppressive heel of the conquerors, and prayed in secret for a brave and powerful leader that would bring back their lost glory. In time, such a leader did appear: Queen Boudica of the Iceni.
Rising from oppression and defeat, this brave woman of war stood in front of her people, her courage unshaken, raising high up the banner of the conquered Britons. Driven by her unfailing will, by the suffering of her people, and the desire to cast away the shackles of the Roman Empire, this she-warrior stood boldly in front of the Briton tribes and led them in revolt. Ultimately, she paid the highest price, laying down her life at the altar of freedom. But her struggle gained her a place amongst the greatest of Britain’s heroes and heroines, etching her name into the foundations of this nation’s glorious history. Boudica’s revolt began a long struggle towards independence, and ensured that she and all those who laid their lives besides her, live forever in our memories. This is the story of a noble woman of war - the story of Boudica. 
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Chapter I: 

The Roman Conquest of Britain
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From meager origins as a dominant Iron Age city-state from Latium in Italy, Rome rose to the greatest heights of power. Home of the Latins, this city ascended upon an eternal path of war - a path that it never truly left. At first conquering the neighboring Italic tribes, Rome became an influential Kingdom, then a Republic, and finally an Empire. Over the centuries, its borders continually expanded: first across the Italian Peninsula, the Mediterranean, Spain and North Africa, to Asia Minor, Central Europe, and finally to the British Isles. The Roman Empire was amongst the largest powers on Earth, and it always wanted more. 
In time, the leaders of Rome cast their glance upon the Isles of the Britons, an area that was seen at the time as a remote place, at the furthest edges of the known world. Rome always needed more men, more resources, more money and land, and the British Isles had all of that - and more. It was only a matter of time until the Roman legions would set foot upon Briton shores.
Before the arrival of the Romans in Britain, the island was inhabited by various tribes belonging to the Celtic cultural sphere, collectively known as the Britons. The Britons were a diverse group of people, with different languages, cultures, and social structures. They were organized into various tribal groups, each with its own leaders, customs, and territories. Some of the major tribes included the Brigantes in the north, the Catuvellauni in the
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