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This book is the eleventh book in the series, titled, “The Devotional Commentary Library.” God is allowing His servant to have some of these devotionals of spiritual truths published at this time, which should be an encouragement and a blessing to all those who read them, as they were to me in writing them! 

Please note that there is an Addenda at the back of the book, which has three sections. In Addendum A, we have a brief outline of the four ages of time. In Addendum B, we take a brief look at the two separate comings from Heaven to earth of God’s Son, The Lord Jesus Christ. And then in Addendum C, we have a gospel message for any reader who might not as yet have that vital personal relationship with God, through faith in His Son, The Lord Jesus Christ!

What should also be mentioned before closing this Introduction, because we are all somewhat curious by nature, is that after completing 21 years of formal education and then spending almost 28 years working in Project Engineering and Management in the Corporate offices of two large utilities, God called His servant as a non-denominational evangelist in early 1999, and then sent him out over two thousand miles, away from family and friends, to the place of service God assigned, which is where His servant has been, and is still serving Him, as evangelist, author, and counselor. The author is a widower with three adopted children, all now married with a family of their own.

All the author’s books are available for purchase in print format or as an eBook on all major distribution channels. Since the author’s two websites are no longer active, one may view a complete listing of the author’s books at: https://substack.com/home/post/p-156819939

And please keep in mind that ALL the author’s other books are also BIBLICAL, in the sense that they look at people and events from a Biblical worldview, and also often from a prophetic standpoint! And so, even though a book may look at a President Trump, or current events such as Covid, it is never from a political standpoint, but always from a Biblical standpoint!

And now my prayer is that God will richly bless you, as you read this book, and may He greatly minister to every need in your life, as only God can! To Him be all praise, honor, and glory, with thanksgiving, both now and forevermore! Amen.

Roger Henri Trepanier

“for they loved the approval of men rather than the approval of God.”

John 12:43
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"...learn not to exceed what is written..., 1 Corinthians 4:6
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One day, while reading the book, "From Christ to Constantine," by M. A. Smith, about the heresies which were prevalent in the early years of the church, I found the following comment by the author on page 119 particularly worth noting, where he says, "The basic problem for anyone formulating the doctrine of the Trinity is to keep the balance between the belief in one God and the distinctive nature of the three Persons." 

And while in prayer with my precious Father the next morning, He brought this subject up again and then had me look up 1 Corinthians 4:6, where we read, "Now these things, brethren, I have figuratively applied to myself and Apollos for your sakes, SO THAT IN US YOU MAY LEARN NOT TO EXCEED WHAT IS WRITTEN, so that no one of you will become arrogant in behalf of one against the other." What this therefore says to us as believers is that we will keep the balance in any doctrine found in Scripture only when we "learn not to exceed what is written" in Scripture! 

And what is also important to keep in mind here is that as children of God on earth we are to live as guided and empowered by The Holy Spirit moment by moment, fulfilling all the will of God for our lives. And we can be sure that The Holy Spirit indwells us only to guide and direct us in "what is written" of God's word, remembering here what The Lord Jesus told the disciples at John 16:13, "When He, The Spirit of truth, comes, He will guide you into all the truth...," no doubt speaking here of that which is written of God's precious word!

If one goes beyond what is written, then one is forced to use one's own mind, one's own reasoning ability, and this is dangerous ground for the simple reason that The Holy Spirit is no longer guiding and directing, which means that unless God intervenes one will definitely go astray at this point. 

And here we will do well to remember what God tells us at 1 Corinthians 3:19,20, where we read, "[19] For the wisdom of this world is foolishness before God. For it is written, "He is the one who catches the wise in their craftiness"; [20] and again, "The Lord knows the reasonings of the wise, that they are useless." And so, as we read at 1 Corinthians 1:31, "so that, just as it is written, "Let him who boasts, boast in the Lord," which will be the case only for those who have learnt not to go beyond what is written! 

Another verse which we can note here is what God’s Son, The Lord Jesus Christ, said at John 7:18, "He who speaks from himself seeks his own glory; but He who is seeking the glory of the One who sent Him, He is true, and there is no unrighteousness in Him."

And so, we see here that one who is speaking from himself, which means that one is speaking when God has not spoken by His Holy Spirit, which is the same as one going beyond what is written, for one goes on one's own beyond what God has said, which has been written down for us specifically to guide us, as His children yet on earth!

What this means then is that  the only way that we, as believers, can avoid going astray is to stay with the safeguards that God has given us, namely His precious Holy Spirit and also His precious word to guide us!

And so, this is how we "keep the balance" that our brother speaks about in what we have quoted above, by ensuring we are living by The Holy Spirit at all times and stick only to "what says The Lord" in His precious word given for our instruction for faith and practice while on earth. As God says at 1 Corinthians 4:6 above, not going beyond what is written is something that all believers need to "learn."

As we close, it is good for us to remember that this is how God's own Son, The Lord Jesus Christ, as our Pattern, lived while on earth, noting for instance what we read at Matthew 4:1-4, "[1] Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil. [2] And after He had fasted forty days and forty nights, He then became hungry. [3] And the tempter came and said to Him, "If You are the Son of God, command that these stones become bread." [4] But HE ANSWERED AND SAID, "IT IS WRITTEN, 'Man shall not live on bread alone, but on every word that proceeds out of the mouth of God.' " 

Our precious Father, as Your children yet on earth, may we be found to be doing likewise, for Your eternal honor, praise, and glory we ask and give thanks, in the Name of Your precious Son, our Lord Jesus Christ! Amen.

“For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor any other created thing, will be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.”

Romans 8:38,39
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The precious, unbounded, and unfathomable love of our Triune God!
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During our time of remembrance one day, while I was signing Hymn 132, entitled, "What was it, blessed God," He opened my eyes to see something I had not seen before. The first three stanza's of this hymn focus on the love of God for us, while the fourth stanza focuses on the love we owe God due to the love that He has already shown us. 

So the first stanza begins by asking the question, "What was it blessed God, led Thee to give Thy Son, to yield Thy well-beloved for us by sin undone?" Then the answer is given in the statement, "Twas love unbounded led Thee thus to give Thy well-beloved for us." And here of course we see the love shown us by God The Father, when He gave us His precious Son, The Lord Jesus Christ, since indeed we were undone due to our sin, and subject to eternal wrath of God apart from His intervention and provision for our lost estate!

And this truth is clearly seen in that well-known verse of John 3:16, where we read "For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish, but have eternal life."

Then the second stanza asks the question, "What led Thy Son, O God, to leave Thy throne on high, to shed His precious blood, to suffer, and to die?" And the answer given in the hymn is, "Twas love unbounded love to us led Him to die and suffer thus." And this very truth we see from 1 John 3:16, where we read in part, "We know love by this, that He laid down His life for us..." 

What we see here is that it was A TOTAL GIVING OF ONESELF FOR ANOTHER, without holding back in anyway for the beloved! This is love that is unknown among us as human beings due to our sinful nature. And so, when we encounter this love by God’s illumination, it touches us to the core of our being! 

Now what I had not seen before, and this is the reason for the present devotional, is what is then asked in the third stanza of the hymn, where we read, "What moved Thee to impart Thy Spirit from above, therewith to fill our heart with Heavenly peace and love?" And the answer given here in the hymn is, "Twas love unbounded love to us moved Thee to give Thy Spirit thus." 

And it was at this point that God illumined me to the fact that not only was there love shown us here in being given The precious Holy Spirit, but that it took tremendous love on the part of God’s Holy Spirit to be willing to come and indwell us in our human spirit, when we remember that we still have a sinful nature, so that every thought, every action, and every word is sinful continually from us apart from God’s Divine intervention in restraining those thoughts, actions, and words, so that by God’s grace and Divine power we are enabled to have thoughts, exhibit actions, and say words, which are pleasing in His sight. 

The reality here then is that WE UNFORTUNATELY GRIEVE GOD’S PRECIOUS HOLY SPIRIT MORE OFTEN THAT WE REALIZE. And this is where the illumination came regarding the love of The Holy Spirit for us in being willing to indwell us, despite the fact of knowing that He would be grieved often from the moment of our salvation until our glorification to Heaven! 

And as I meditated on this tremendous truth,  the further illumination given, regarding the love of God for us, is that that love is the same, whether that love comes from The Father, through His Son by The Holy Spirit. And although there are three Persons in The Godhead, there is nevertheless only one God, so that the love of The Father, The Son, and The Holy Spirit, is the same - a total giving of Oneself for us! 

And we are to remember that there are no bounds to this precious and unfathomable love of God for us, since it is a TOTAL giving of Oneself, and God is infinite. It is unfathomable by us simply because we are totally sinful in and of ourselves and such love is impossible for us to generate, let alone give to another. For us to love as God loves requires God to be in control of our lives
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