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The scorched earth
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Many years ago, there was a war in South Africa. The Boer War broke out in 1899 between Britain and the Boers (Europeans who had settled in the country). The two Boer republics that were involved in the conflict were the Transvaal and the Orange Free State. The first phase of the war was one of the set-piece battles, but from July 1900 onwards, the Boers changed tactics and conducted a very efficient guerrilla war that kept nearly 500 000 British troops occupied until 1902.

As the war dragged on, in March 1901, Lord Kitchener, the commander of the British forces, decided to cut off the supply of food to the Boers. They were being supported by the people on the farms, so he initiated the “scorched earth” policy. About 30 000 Boer farmhouses and more than 40 towns were destroyed. He also had animals like horses, cattle and sheep killed. Children and women of all races were put in concentration camps. Thousands of women and children were held in these overcrowded camps, the captives were underfed, and the conditions were poor.

Talking about concentration camps, this was the same scenario in WW2 during the Holocaust, when millions of Jews were held in concentration camps, with many dying. The camps were notorious for those who died in the gas chambers, while some barely survived malnourishment. During this brutal war, Germany also dropped countless bombs on London, destroying countless homes and killing children and women.

So why are we talking about the Boer War and WW2? Just as this was a time of war, similarly, we are also involved in a spiritual war. And the tactics used during those times are still the same tactics used by the devil. In times of war, the vulnerable are so often targeted, and when you target the home and the family of a soldier or a warrior, you can break his morale, his spirit, his courage and his will to fight. The innocent who die are counted as collateral damage, meaning death inflicted on something other than an intended target, specifically, civilian casualties.

The scorched earth policy and the concentration camps in both wars were very deliberate and used as a diabolical tactic to destroy the soul of the adversary. Can we imagine what it was like for those Boers who fought the English, knowing their homes were under direct threat, or that their wives or children could be killed? Can we imagine how the Jews suffered in the concentration camps, all because Germany believed they were an impure race that needed to be abolished?

Yes, it is cowardice to attack the vulnerable, but sadly, it is very effective. You will, in fact, find it in every war that civilians are attacked. Throughout history, in countless conflicts, villages and towns were destroyed, with the vulnerable like women and children, caught in the crossfire. The reality is, all children of God are involved in a spiritual war. The spiritual war is real; make no mistake about this reality. War is defined as a state of armed conflict between different countries or different groups within a country.

The spiritual battle can be defined as a war, for there is a conflict between the Kingdom of God and the already defeated yet functioning kingdom of the devil. What we need to realise is that the nature of such warfare is first and foremost spiritual (Ephesians 6), but it manifests and spills over into the natural realm. We are not talking here about conventional warfare, as stated in 2 Corinthians 10, but warfare in the spiritual realm. Our weapons are the truth of God, the Spirit of the Lord, faith in the great I AM and our conduct of righteousness.

It is also very important to remember that everything within the ministry, or when it comes to the work for the Kingdom of God, is about spiritual warfare. Think about it. When you lead someone to Jesus, you lead such a person from captivity into liberty, from darkness into the light, and from damnation to salvation. That is warfare! You have encroached onto the enemy’s territory and, by the might and power of Jesus, have managed to release a captive from the clutches of despair.

When you pray for someone who is sick and is then healed, then this is warfare, because you have delivered that person from the slavery of sickness/infirmity. And at times, the sickness is a result of demonic oppression. We read how Jesus cured the nobleman's son (John 4:46-47). In this story, there was a certain royal official whose son lay sick at Capernaum. When this man heard that Jesus had arrived in Galilee from Judea, he went to him and begged him to come and heal his son, who was close to death. Yes, Jesus healed him and thus delivered him from the clutches of death. That is warfare! Jesus performed many such miracles, such as curing Peter's mother-in-law of a fever (Mark 1:30-31), healing a leper (Mark 1:40-45), healing the centurion's servant (Matthew 8:5-13) and curing the paralytic (Matthew 9:1-8). Yes, Isaiah 61 states Jesus has come to set the captive free! This is waging warfare.

Since we are in a state of war, even if we admit it or not, we are facing a very real enemy. And this enemy uses cruel, vile, and deceptive tactics to destroy the lives of Christians. Simply because we are serving Christ, we are a target of the devil. It is that simple. The devil uses the same tactics used for thousands of years, which is the attack on the home front, just as the home front of the Boers, the British and the Jews were attacked. So while we are mindful of waging spiritual warfare against the kingdom of darkness through our ministry, adhering to the need for deliverance and fulfilling the Great Commission, we need to understand that so often we have neglected to wage war against the enemy who targets our homes, families and marriages.

And this is what happens in a time of war. The soldier or the warrior will go off to war, leaving his home and family unprotected. It is an opportune time for the enemy to strike and to cause havoc. All Christian homes are under attack; make no mistake about this. Families are under attack, which includes marriages and the youth. Yes, no one is spared. The attack by the devil is relentless, and if you look at the state of some Christian homes where marriages are falling apart, where the children have become rebellious, and where abuse is a reality, then the devil is achieving his goals.

Just because we do not believe in the war or the devil, doesn’t mean we are not under attack. Just because we think we are so ‘anointed’ and so ‘blessed’ doesn’t mean that the devil will never launch an effective campaign against us.  Truth is, if you are truly walking close with God and know Him, then you will be specifically under intense attack. The devil doesn’t mind so much the lukewarm believers who don’t oppose much of a threat against his kingdom; he targets the believers who actively seek to destroy his kingdom in the hearts of men.

Many believers are struggling to cope, overcome and be triumphant against the ways of the enemy simply because they have failed to stand guard and protect the home front. Many have become discouraged, disillusioned, or disheartened in their walk with God or in ministry because of situations in their personal lives, such as a marriage falling apart or children suffering or becoming rebellious. We need to be alert and awake to the reality of the war and that the devil will, without remorse, attack Christian homes day in and day out. He does not slumber.

The Word of God says the judgement begins at home, and so does the spiritual war. Do we realise how many Christian families suffer because of divorces, how domestic violence is a reality in such homes, or how in these families you find rebellious children who end up becoming addicts or sexually promiscuous? This is all the work of the devil. For the devil will do his best to destroy the family life of Christians, thus he will attack the marriage, he will attack the children, and he will infest the physical space itself to cause destruction, confusion, hate and chaos. It is a simple tactic. If someone is really causing damage to the kingdom of darkness, the devil will use all kinds of tactics to destroy such work. He will attack the person’s credibility, or try to lead the person astray or even bribe the person to look the other way! Another strategy is simply to attack the home front, which can cause emotional, psychological or spiritual damage.

Jesus said the following: “Mark 3: 23 So He called them to Himself and said to them in parables: “How can Satan cast out Satan? 24 If a kingdom is divided against itself, that kingdom cannot stand. 25 And if a house is divided against itself, that house cannot stand. 26 And if Satan has risen up against himself, and is divided, he cannot stand, but has an end. 27 No one can enter a strong man’s house and plunder his goods, unless he first binds the strong man. And then he will plunder his house.” The devil is going to try his very best to bring division into a house because a house divided cannot stand. And if the Christian household folds, then the devil will get it right to directly impact the lives of the believer and their impact in the spiritual war and their effectiveness to fulfil the Great Commission.

Again, the war against the Christian family is very real, very intense, and it is brutal. It is an ongoing fight to wreak havoc and to cause disunity. Strength comes through unity. Just as the Body of Christ has always been called to function as one and not as many parts, just so the family is called to function as a united entity in peace, love, and harmony. Together, our weaknesses are complemented by someone else’s strengths, and together we can walk in accountability so that the Word and Truth of God are not compromised. The devil attacks families and the marriage simply because it is God’s order. The devil will always attack the believer and those he or she loves. The devil sows disorder, and he will want to corrupt the household and the sanctity of marriage, living out his mandate of John 10:0 to steal, to destroy and to kill.
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The Oikos – a household serving God
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In the Bible, when we read of households, specifically in the New Testament, the word ‘Oikos’ is used. And we study ‘oikos’, we see how the entire household, as in the days of the Book of Acts, would serve the Lord and be faithful followers of the Lord. This is important if you consider the matter of legal rights and not allowing the devil into one’s home.

The reason why one needs to understand the concept of ‘Oikos’ is that not only did the first Christian households meet in homes, which is still relevant today, but in truth, the entire household as an entity functioned and should still do so as Christian believers serving God collectively all the time. So the entire household functioned as a church, thus a holy priesthood of believers seeking and worshipping God. As mentioned, the Oikos can refer to church meetings in houses, portraying the original intention of not only the household serving God but the entire physical space as a dominion being used in the service of God. The first house church is recorded in Acts 1:13, where the disciples of Jesus met together in the Upper Room of a house, traditionally believed to be where the Cenacle is today. Acts 5:42 says, “And daily in the temple, and in every house, they did not cease teaching and preaching Jesus as the Christ.”

For the first 300 years of Early Christianity, until Constantine legalized Christianity and churches moved into larger buildings, Christians typically met in homes, if only because intermittent persecution (before the Edict of Milan in 313) did not allow the erection of public church buildings. Acts 20:20 says, “how I kept back nothing that was helpful, but proclaimed it to you, and taught you publicly and from house to house.” In 1 Corinthians 16 we also read, “19 The churches of Asia greet you. Aquila and Priscilla greet you heartily in the Lord, with the church that is in their house.” The church meeting in the house of Priscilla and Aquila is again mentioned in Romans 16:3, 5.  Colossians 4:15 says, “Greet the brethren who are in Laodicea, and Nymphas and the church that is in his house.”

"Oikos" is a word infused with a great deal of meaning, hope, and promise. In the Bible, it can mean "a house" (an inhabited house, home, any building whatever, any dwelling place), or "descendants.” In English, "household" connotes the nuclear family. In Greek, however, its usage is broader and encompasses family, neighbours, coworkers, friends, and those with whom we come into regular contact. These people may be your neighbours, coworkers, and even the gardener! 

So in essence, when house churches met to accommodate also the household, this then can entail the immediate family within the house and all those associated with the family. As mentioned, this concept of ‘Oikos’ is found throughout the Bible:  We see it in the following Scriptures:

Luke 8:39: The demoniac was told to return to his household and described the great things done for him.

Luke 19:9: Zacchaeus was told salvation was on his household.

John 4:53 The centurion's entire household was saved following the healing of his son.

Acts 18:8 Then Crispus, the ruler of the synagogue, believed on the Lord with all his household. And many of the Corinthians, hearing, believed and were baptized.

It truly seems that early Christians grasped that when the message of faith was heard and demonstrated by friends and family, receptiveness to the Gospel exponentially increased. ‘Oikos’, therefore, means the complete whole family, which encompasses the entire household. We read in “Acts 10: 1 There was a certain man in Caesarea called Cornelius, a centurion of what was called the Italian Regiment, 2 a devout man and one who feared God with all his household, who gave alms generously to the people and prayed to God always.”  God’s intention has always been a functioning Christian household that reaches out to others and the lost. Such a household does not function merely as an island on its own, but seeks to fellowship with other believers as we are the Body of Christ, and seeks to reach out to the lost, to serve God’s Kingdom and to fulfil the Great Commission.

As mentioned, the house was not just supposed to be a place for Christians to gather, which still applies today, but it is intended for the entire household to serve God. This means the entire household praying, reading the Word and worshipping. And such a household would then potentially have the ability to impact the neighbourhood and society in general. A serving and practising Christian household is the ideal environment for discipleship, but it also allows for the family to grow together in the unity and love of Christ.

In Ephesians 1, we read, “1 Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God, to the saints who are in Ephesus, and faithful in Christ Jesus: 2 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.” Believers in the time of Paul did not meet in church buildings. They met in homes, and at times, secretly underground or in places away from the eyes of the persecuting authority. Thus, a house is not just supposed to be a place of gathering for believers, but the existing household should act like a functioning church on its own, meaning representing and being part of the Body of Christ. The Christian households in a town, village, city or country collectively form part of the Ecclesia, which is the correct concept of Church, for it denotes an assembly of citizens, or in this case, believers of Christ.

So while Ecclesia in Christian theology means both a particular body of faithful people and the whole body of the faithful, Ecclesia comprises many Oikos, therefore, functioning Christian households. And such households are not only intended to act as the Ecclesia within their own walls, but also to reach out to others who need to know about Christ, and to fellowship with the whole body of the faithful. In our modern times, we have church buildings, but back then, and according to God’s blueprint, even for today, the ‘church’ was run at home. But this was not a church according to our understanding of service on a Saturday or Sunday, but rather a household within the house serving the Lord all the time as a household of believers. Thus, constant discipleship, prayer, fellowship, reading the Word and worshipping God.

This was God’s intent for the Body of Christ to grow through house churches, and at the same time create flourishing godly and holy families or marriages based on the foundation of Jesus. A house, even today, should be occupied by a Christian household serving God all the time. And such a household should invite people to worship with them, therefore reaching out to the lost and offering the opportunity to fellowship with other believers. They should also in unity GO OUT in accordance with the Great Commission to share the Gospel while seeking to fellowship with others. Thus, the Oikos formed part of the Ecclesia to serve the Kingdom of God, upholding the unity of the brethren, promoting discipleship and adhering to the fundamental task of fulfilling Matthew 28.

Therefore, home churches is not just about people going to a house for fellowship, but it is the household that collectively serves God. And such a household that serves the Lord together and serves others is a healthy family, for they will function in the will and the way of the Lord. Such a family will enjoy the blessings of the Lord, who will bless such a family that seeks to fellowship together and uphold the Covenant with Christ.

We read in “Acts 16: 25 But at midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, and the prisoners were listening to them. 26 Suddenly, there was a great earthquake, so that the foundations of the prison were shaken; and immediately all the doors were opened and everyone’s chains were loosed. 27 And the keeper of the prison, awaking from sleep and seeing the prison doors open, supposing the prisoners had fled, drew his sword and was about to kill himself. 28 But Paul called with a loud voice, saying, “Do yourself no harm, for we are all here.” 29 Then he called for a light, ran in, and fell down trembling before Paul and Silas. 30 And he brought them out and said, “Sirs, what must I do to be saved?” 31 So they said, “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and you will be saved, you and your household.” 32 Then they spoke the word of the Lord to him and to all WHO WERE IN HIS HOUSE. 33 And he took them the same hour of the night and washed their stripes. AND IMMEDIATELY HE AND ALL HIS FAMILY WERE BAPTIZED. 34 Now when he had brought them into his house, he set food before them; and he rejoiced, having believed in God with all his household.”

We live in a time when so often only one family member or maybe two in a family or household is saved and serves God. But in the Bible, as we see with Acts 16, it is clear that God’s intention is for the entire household to be converted to God. In Acts 18, we read (speaking of Paul), “7 And he departed from there and entered the house of a certain man named Justus, one who worshiped God, whose house was next door to the synagogue. 8 Then Crispus, the ruler of the synagogue, believed on the Lord with all his household. And many of the Corinthians, hearing, believed and were baptized.”

If the entire household is baptised and serving God in truth, love and the Spirit, then there can simply be no room for the devil to attack or launch an onslaught! We also see such an example in “1 Corinthians 1:16 Yes, I also baptized the household of Stephanas,” and also “Acts 16: 11 Therefore, sailing from Troas, we ran a straight course to Samothrace, and the next day came to Neapolis, 12 and from there to Philippi, which is the foremost city of that part of Macedonia, a colony. And we were staying in that city for some days. 13 And on the Sabbath day we went out of the city to the riverside, where prayer was customarily made; and we sat down and spoke to the women who met there. 14 Now a certain woman named Lydia heard us. She was a seller of purple from the city of Thyatira, who worshipped God. The Lord opened her heart to heed the things spoken by Paul. 15 And when she and her household were baptized, she begged us, saying, “If you have judged me to be faithful to the Lord, come to my house and stay.” So she persuaded us.”

For the believers belong to the Christian family (Ephesians 2:19). As the Christian family, as a household, is called to worship in spirit and truth, so must the household, as the ‘oikos’, be a place where God dwells and resides. It must be a place where God’s Spirit may freely work and move, and it must be a place where God’s glory will touch the lives of all those who come into contact with the household.
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Guarding the gates at home
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Every city has gates. And so does every home. In the ancient days, watchmen were stationed along these gates to make sure nothing went in or went out which is regarded as a threat. Watchmen were also stationed along the highways to keep watch over robbers and to show people the road to follow.

We are talking here about the ‘gate’ – the entry point – of nations, of cities, of homes, of families, and our very lives. A gate is a strategic point. It is a point of legally ‘controlling’ what goes in and goes out of the ‘city’. The enemy is laying siege to gain entry, for once he has entered through the ‘gate’, he comes to steal, to destroy and to kill. For the Lord has shown the enemy has come like an assassin, like a thief and as a destroyer. In Biblical times, to CONTROL THE GATES OF ONE’S ENEMIES WAS TO CONQUER THEIR CITY. Why? Because it was the place of trade and commerce, and where the judgement was passed. Part of Abraham’s blessing from the Lord was the promise that “your offspring shall possess the gate of his enemies” (Genesis 22:17).

When Jesus promised to build His Church, He said, “The gates of Hades will not overcome it” (Matthew 16:18). An understanding of the biblical implications of “gates” helps us interpret Jesus’ words. Since a gate was a place where rulers met and counsel was given, Jesus was saying that all the evil plans and schemes of Satan himself would never defeat the Church. Thus, for those who are under the Blood, the devil cannot rule, and he cannot control or take up a place of dominion (manifested in the old days as taking control of trade and commerce). So let us therefore understand that a gate is of great significance. Again, to control the gate means you control the “space” behind the gate. To control the gate(s) of a nation means you can control the nation, for it means you can control governance, business, and even launch an attack against the spiritual strongholds within the nation.

Unfortunately, while the spiritual battle still wages on earth, we are in a position where the ‘gates’ of the nation, city, town, family, marriage and our very lives will be under constant attack. So we are going to need knowledge, discernment and wisdom to guard against these attacks, to identify them, to counter them and to negate the devil’s strategy. Glory to God, for indeed those who abide in the Lord shall remain standing strong for the gates of hell shall not prevail against the Church (the true believer who is in Jesus)!

Let us remember the truth that the devil roams like a lion, seeking to devour and to destroy (1 Peter 5:8). This Scripture also speaks about being alert, because the devil is always looking for ways to attack our gates, to attack our homes, our lives and our families. He is constantly roaming like a roaring lion, trying to impart fear, trying to confuse and deceive. He wants to CONTROL our families, marriages, way of life and our children. He wants to set himself up in marriages in the home and among the children to destroy. Yes, he wants to enter through the ‘gates’ of our homes to enter our living space and to control the environment in which the family functions.

The tactic of the devil is to lure us away from the Lord, from His Truth and from His Kingdom so that our ‘gates’ of our nations, the churches, our homes and our lives are exposed to the infiltration, infestation and corruption of the devil. He wants us to move away from the Light of the Lord, from the Blood and the Covering of the Lord by moving into the carnality and depravity of the world. For then the devil can attack and devour and destroy.

We must be careful that we are not left exposed to destruction when our ‘gates’ and ‘walls’ are falling apart and when we fail to keep watch over the gates.  Just so, the devil is looking to gain entry into our homes, to disrupt, to overthrow and he is seeking to gain entry through the ‘gate” of our soul and spirit.  Let us be mindful that the dangers and threats many times are not beyond the “wall” in terms of external attacks by the enemy – which is always at work – but we need to remain mindful and aware of internal disruptions, strive and disorder. We have too often and too easily missed the importance of being a watchman – keeping watch over our hearts, keeping watch over others, over the Bride and the world. We need to be watchmen in our homes, in our marriages and families to make sure God’s way is done and that the devil gains no foothold.

Now, let us understand the enemy can either lay siege to a gate or take it by force or the gate can be so seductive that he is ALLOWED LEGALLY through the gate. The enemy the devil is a sly fox, and the reason why there are so many false doctrines and teachings in churches today is because the devil has been allowed through the gate. And once the enemy gains LEGAL entry, he can operate legally to destroy, to kill and to steal. Our hearts, our minds, our senses are all gateways into our soul and spirit. All believers in one sense or another are watchmen, firstly as a watchman over our own lives, for it says in Proverbs 4:23: Above all else, guard your heart, for everything you do flows from it.

We are called to firstly keep guard over our own hearts, but also to stand guard for our family members or our spouse regarding dangers, threats and any other disabling forces. We need to be so aware of our spiritual walk, and we need to keep guard over our own “gates” and be aware and alert to every danger and threat that works to steal God’s presence. We need to be wary and alert to such pitfalls, temptations, and tests that rise against our household members, and we need to be discerning regarding those who are still lost and who are looking to find their way. We need to be alert, we need to be sober, and take guard against the ways of the enemy who seeks to infiltrate, manipulate and cause destruction and death. We need to stand guard over the gates, but until then, when darkness is no more, we must remain vigilant and on guard.

On a personal level, we are called to keep guard over the gate of our heart and mind, because what we allow into our soul can pollute our spirit and feed the carnal desires of our flesh. How can we guard our homes if they cannot guard our own lives? "Mark 7: 17 After he had left the crowd and entered the house, his disciples asked him about this parable. 18 “Are you so dull?” he asked. “Don’t you see that nothing that enters a person from the outside can defile them? 19 For it doesn’t go into their heart but into their stomach, and then out of the body.” (In saying this, Jesus declared all foods clean.)  20 He went on: “What comes out of a person is what defiles them. 21 For it is from within, out of a person’s heart, that evil thoughts come—sexual immorality, theft, murder, 22 adultery, greed, malice, deceit, lewdness, envy, slander, arrogance and folly. 23 All these evils come from inside and defile a person.”

Only when we truly allow God into our lives and our homes as the King of Glory – the Almighty One – can we begin to walk in spirit and truth. Only through true submission unto the Lord will we stay true unto Him and not compromise. When we allow God’s Will and Way to be done in our lives, then He remains Lord over our lives and the gates to our soul and spirit will be guarded just like the flaming sword of the Spirit took guard in the Garden of Paradise.  Yet, when we compromise, when we strike deals with the devil, when we accept bribes, when we look away or keep silent when we advocate or justify sin or immorality or impurity, then the gates of our lives and the gates of the home remain dangerously vulnerable to the infiltration of the enemy.

Psalm 24 says, ”7 Lift up your heads, O you gates! And be lifted up, you everlasting doors! And the King of glory shall come in. 8 Who is this King of glory? The Lord strong and mighty, The Lord mighty in battle. 9 Lift up your heads, O you gates! Lift up, you everlasting doors! And the King of glory shall come in. 10 Who is this King of glory? The Lord of hosts, He is the King of glory. Selah.”

Indeed, we must bring Him all the glory, and we must make sure that nothing impure will ever enter through the gates of our homes. We must continue to strive to remain devoted, committed and loyal unto God for the King of Glory will truly come into our homes. And where His glory resides, we shall rejoice in His beauty, majesty, peace and blessings.

Remember the story of the first Passover?  God asked the children of Israel to paint blood on the lintel and two doorposts of the door to their houses before the tenth plague (Exodos. 12:7). It was to serve as a sign for the angel of death to pass over their houses (Exodos 12:13). According to the biblical record, by the time of the Exodus, the Israelites were no longer nomadic but were dwelling in houses, an Egyptian custom that they had adopted. The blood of the lamb to be applied to the homes was a prophetic action pointing to the death and resurrection of Jesus, by whose blood we are saved from death, and redeemed from the darkness.

Jesus died on the cross, was buried and resurrected to destroy the curse that was over us and to save us from our sins. Revelation 12:11 says, “And they overcame him by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of their testimony; and they loved not their lives unto the death.” We protect the gates of our homes from the ‘plagues’ of this world, from calamity, strife, disorder, threats, and chaos by bringing the
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