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        Three mates. Three difficult pasts. And one Omega’s family who won’t give up on their plans for him…

      

      

      
        
        Nathan

        I marked Zeke! Of all the things I thought could happen this weekend, this wasn’t one I’d expected. I marked Zeke, Zeke marked Wes.

        We’re mates. It’s official. But why does this feel like just the start of our problems…

      

      

      
        
        Zeke

        Getting marked by Nathan and marking Wes plunged me into a darkness so deep I’ve not experienced before. It doesn’t help that my first heat since my birthday is coming up.

        Especially when my mother calls, telling me to come home, that I need to fulfil my family duties, duties I’ve been running from for ten years…

      

      

      
        
        Wes

        Zeke isn’t doing well, there is a growing darkness in his eyes that I can’t seem to dispel. When I ask Clay about it, he can’t tell me much, but what he does tell me turns my stomach, Zeke is still on the list to get married to the Alpha he ran from ten years ago.

        When Nathan and I try to console Zeke, he drops us another bomb, Zeke’s going into heat this weekend…

      

      

      
        
        This is the third novella about Alpha Nathan and Omegas Zeke and Wes in Omegas’ Destined Alpha, which takes place in the non-shifter Omegaverse Mates World and contains mpreg (male-pregnancy).
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      When Zeke and I get home from Nathan’s place, Oliver is already awake, sitting in front of the TV.

      He looks up from his game, curious when he sees us. “Morning.”

      “Morning.” I wave at him and make my way to the kitchen, planning to turn on the coffee machine, but it’s already finished. “Oliver, is anyone else awake yet?”

      “Yeah. Clay is. He just went upstairs to get Seb.” I hear from the other side of the room, the boy a little distracted again, back to his game. Right.

      I eye Zeke. Uh-oh. We’d hoped to be back before anyone was awake, but I guess that in this household, that’s not really possible.

      “I’m going to put a different shirt on.” Hoping that Clay won’t see me in this one, because I don’t want to have to explain everything just yet.

      “Okay.” Zeke reaches out, sliding his arm around my waist. “Can I get a kiss first?”

      “Sure.” I grin, leaning in and slowly putting my lips to his. Revelling in the feeling of him, of how he fits against me. Of how good this all feels. When I pull back, Zeke’s grinning and he moves in for another kiss as someone clears their throat next to us. Fuck.

      I look to the side and Clay is staring at us, his eyebrows raised. “I hadn’t expected to find my little brother making out like a teenager in my kitchen this early in the morning. Especially when he gets home wearing another guy’s shirt.”

      Double fuck.

      “Morning…” I step back, though take Zeke’s hand.

      “Morning. Yes.” Clay puts Seb in his high chair. “Very early in the morning too. Very very early.”

      “Morning sounds like a good moment for a shower, no?” I try to figure out if Clay is just tired or if he’s actually annoyed with us.

      “Probably. Just make sure to clean the mark and put a new bandage on it when you get out. Oh, and washing your hair may be a little sensitive, raising your hands over your head will probably be a little uncomfortable for a while.” He’s not looking at us, instead fussing over Seb.

      Right… I stay still, looking at Clay, at my brother, trying to figure out what’s going on in his head. “Clay?” I need to know that he’s okay with this.

      “Yes?” He turns to me, raising his eyebrow again, but his face or voice not betraying his emotions. “I thought you were going to take a shower?”

      “I am. Just… Are you okay with this?” I move my empty hand nervously.

      “Should I not be? I wished you’d let us know for certain that you weren’t going to come home last night, but that’s neither here nor there.” He shrugs, making a sandwich for Seb.

      “Why would I not be okay with it? I already suspected that he was your Alpha. If I weren’t okay with it, I would have said it before.” He goes back over to Seb, putting the sandwich in front of him, then sitting down next to the boy.

      “Okay…” I eye Zeke, but he shrugs. Yeah, I guess that it’s no use asking anything right now. “I’ll be back in not too long. Just a quick shower.”

      “I’m coming with.” Zeke follows me.

      “You are sure? What if⁠—”

      “I’ll get Mia or Evan if they wake up, don’t worry.” Clay looks at us, and at that moment, I do see worry in his eyes, the worry he’s been trying to hide, and it gives me a dark feeling in my stomach.

      “Thanks.” I nod his way. Then I quickly get up the stairs, Zeke following me.

      I’m not sure if Clay’s worry is for Zeke or for me, but I know that I’ll have to ask him about Zeke soon enough anyway. I need to ask someone who knows him better than I do, who has known him longer. Because, right now, I can’t ask Zeke himself, not yet.

      I glance behind me, at Zeke’s grin as he reaches out and runs his fingers over my back, sending shivers down my spine.

      I can’t ask him about what happened last night. I can’t.

      I’m not even sure he knows himself…
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      “Clay?” I eye him from the other side of the table. Aiden and Zeke are out grocery shopping, and Clay and I are having lunch with the kids.

      “Yeah?” He looks up, making another sandwich for Josie.

      “What happened to Zeke?”

      “What do you mean?” He looks away, avoiding my eyes.

      Should I just say it? Should I just tell him what happened instead of trying to get to the answer another way? “Zeke freaked out. Full-on shut down. Last night.”

      I eye the kids, I’m not sure I want Oliver to really hear all of it, he’s probably old enough to understand at least a little, but I also don’t know at what other time I can ask Clay.

      Clay nods and I see a flash of that same worry I saw this morning.

      “Clay?” No matter how much Zeke doesn’t want to talk about his past, I need to know.

      Clay sighs. “You know about the nightmares?”

      “Of course. He wakes up screaming sometimes.” I hate it when that happens, I hate that panic and fear.

      “Right.” Clay closes his eyes, but I still see the pain cross his face. “You know that arranged marriages still happen? Even though it’s technically not legal?”

      “Yes…” Fuck. No, please no.

      “They… He…” Clay keeps his hands busy. “Fuck.” He immediately covers his mouth. “Sorry.”

      Oliver laughs. “You said fuck. Daddy, he said fuck.”

      Clay turns to him. “And fuck is?”

      “It’s a bad word,” Josie answers from his other side. “You’re not supposed to say it.”

      “Not where Daddy can hear it.” Oliver looks at her, a glint in his eyes. Oh, he’s going to be trouble… He’s going to be a lot of trouble in just a few more years.

      “Okay. It seems that you two have had enough to eat. You can leave the table to play.” I shake my head, but I can’t ignore the bad feeling that has taken residence in my stomach. I need to know what Clay knows.

      Oliver and Josie immediately get off their chairs, and Evan and Seb soon follow them. Mia is still happily munching away, and the twins aren’t done with their bottles yet.

      “Wes…” Clay reaches out, and I put my hands in his. “He wants to forget what happened.”

      “I know. But I can’t…” Not after last night. I need to know, I need to know more. I don’t want that to happen the next time we have sex with Nathan, when he has sex. “You didn’t see him.”

      The short twitch in Clay’s hand, the way his breath catches…

      “You have?”

      Clay nods. “I’ve seen him like that. He’s stayed over at my place enough times for me to see his nightmares. The first time I found him like that…”

      He shudders. “I startled him, and he went into that state. Totally retreated into his own mind.”

      Fuck. I knew that Zeke wasn’t that good around Alphas unless they
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