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Team History: Inception and Early Years
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●  The Toronto Blue Jays were founded in 1977.

●  They are the second MLB team to play in Canada, after the Montreal Expos.

●  Their first game was on April 7, 1977, against the Chicago White Sox.

●  The first home run in team history was hit by Doug Ault.

●  In their inaugural season, they finished last in the AL East, with a record of 54-107.

●  Their first winning season came in 1983.

●  The "Blue Jays" name was selected from a 'name the team' contest in 1976.

●  The team colors, royal blue, navy blue, red, and white, represent the American League's colors.

●  They played their home games at Exhibition Stadium until 1989.

●  In the early years, they struggled but showed promise with young players like Lloyd Moseby and Jesse Barfield.

●  Dave Stieb was a shining star in their early pitching lineup.

●  The team's first no-hitter came in 1988, pitched by Dave Stieb.

●  In 1985, they won their first division title.

●  By the end of the 80s, players like George Bell and Fred McGriff became household names for Jays fans.

●  Toronto hosted the MLB All-Star game for the first time in 1991.

●  In 1992, they became the first team outside the U.S to win the World Series.

●  The Blue Jays went back-to-back, winning the World Series again in 1993.

●  Early fan favorites included Tony Fernandez and Roberto Alomar.

●  The Blue Jays became well known for their powerful offense in the late 80s and early 90s.

●  In their first season, the Jays' average attendance was over 1.9 million, showing the city's hunger for baseball.

●  The team's first ever draft pick was Tom Goffena, selected in the secondary phase of the January 1977 amateur draft.

●  In the late 80s, the Jays were known for their speed, leading the AL in stolen bases in 1984, 1985, and 1986.

●  Bobby Mattick served as the team's manager in their inaugural seasons and helped shape the early team.

●  In 1978, the Jays had a 19-inning game against the Cleveland Indians, one of their longest ever.

●  The Blue Jays' Cap insignia, introduced in 1977, features a baseball with a map of Canada on it, emphasizing the team's Canadian identity.
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Team Mascot: Origins and Evolution
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●  The Blue Jays' first mascot was named "BJ Birdy," introduced in 1979.

●  BJ Birdy was known for his mischievous antics, like dancing on the dugouts and teasing umpires.

●  In 2000, the Blue Jays introduced two new mascots, "Ace" and "Diamond", to replace BJ Birdy.

●  Diamond, a female blue jay, was retired in 2003, leaving Ace as the sole mascot.

●  Ace wears the team's jersey with a big "#00" on the back.

●  Ace has a miniature counterpart named "Junior," introduced for Junior Jays Saturdays where kids are celebrated.

●  The original BJ Birdy was known to be ejected from games occasionally for his wild antics.

●  The introduction of Ace and Diamond coincided with the change in team colors and logos in the early 2000s.

●  On special occasions, like Canada Day, Ace wears a maple leaf jersey, celebrating the nation's holiday.

●  BJ Birdy's last appearance was on the final game of the 1999 season.

●  The mascot's main job, whether BJ Birdy or Ace, is to rev up the crowd, especially during tense game moments.

●  In the 1985 AL Championship Series, BJ Birdy was told not to perform on top of the dugout, but he defied orders, leading to a scuffle with the Kansas City Royals' mascot.

●  Over the years, Ace's costume has seen minor tweaks to make him look more sleek and modern.

●  In some promotional material, Ace is seen with a baseball bat, emphasizing the team's batting strength.

●  Ace often takes part in community events and children's hospital visits, representing the team's charitable side.

●  During off-seasons, Ace isn't hibernating; he's often spotted at Blue Jays' events or winter tours.

●  In 2011, Ace got a "new look," aligning with the team's new logo and uniforms for the upcoming season.

●  Mascot bobblehead giveaways have been popular at the Rogers Centre, with Ace often being a favorite.

●  Before the age of social media, BJ Birdy had a fan newsletter called "BJ Birdy's Nest" for kids.

●  Ace often interacts with other mascots from visiting teams, creating a playful environment in the stadium.

●  During the MLB Playoffs, Ace dons a rally towel, hyping up fans during crucial games.

●  In 2020, even with games played without fans due to the pandemic, Ace still made appearances, showing team spirit in an empty stadium.

●  A popular sight is Ace "taking a ride" atop the Rogers Centre's moving roof.

●  BJ Birdy once got into a scuffle with the Chicago White Sox mascot, creating one of the most talked-about mascot rivalries of the time.
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