
  EPILOGUE

  Part I: Aftermath

  As I was a chief instrument of accusing Goodwife Nurse and her two sisters, I desire to lie in the dust, and to be humbled for it.

  —Ann Putnam Jr.

  Rev. Cotton Mather spent a restless night after the Public Fast. His family was ill and “discouraging thoughts” plagued him, he confided to his diary, “as if unavoidable marks of the Divine displeasure must overtake my family, for my not appearing with vigor enough to stop the proceedings of the judges, when the inextricable storm from the Invisible World assaulted the country.” (Perhaps he recalled his 1692 sermon series on the text Matthew 25, where the damned are punished for what they did not do, when the Lord says, “Inasmuch as ye did it not to one of the least of these, ye did it not to me.”)1
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  Former constable Robert Calef, however, had no regrets for his own actions or inactions in 1692. He complained instead (to Rev. Benjamin Wadsworth of Boston’s First Church) that the pastor who had delivered the Fast Day sermon had not defined witchcraft according to true Scripture. Rather, his remarks could only serve to stir the magistrates against supposed witches all over again and at the expense of other crimes. Everyone knew Indians and other heathens worshipped Satan as a false god, Calef wrote, and they weren’t prosecuted for it, nor did their idolatry grant them power over devils. (Rev. Wadsworth ignored the letter, and Calef turned to his next project: a book on the witchcraft trials that would include as many original documents from the accused and their kin as Maule, Brattle, and other contacts could provide.)2
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  And all the while, Salem Village ignored its obligation to pay Rev. Samuel Parris’s back salary, even though he had resigned as promised. Parris, for his part, refused to move from the parsonage until the Village paid him what it owed him. Not surprisingly, none of the ministerial candidates who preached in the Village opted to stay.3

  Indian raiders attacked Haverhill on March 15, 1697. (Thomas Dustin was able to save most of his children, but not his wife. Hannah Dustin—a sister of Elizabeth Emerson, executed in 1693 for infanticide—was captured. Thomas later found their newborn dead with its brains dashed out).4

  Shortly after this calamity, a March 23 meeting of Salem Village inhabitants decided to sue Parris from the parsonage. Parris countersued immediately for his back pay—if he left, he would never collect anything. By now, even Thomas and Nathaniel Putnam, who had once sided with Parris, were on the committees working against him.5

  All parties appeared before the Essex County Court at Salem on April 13, 1697, to testify on the legality of granting Parris the parsonage. The court ruled in favor of Parris’s suit, declared the Village’s case unsuited, and ordered the committee to pay court costs. The Village appealed, and the matter went to arbitration. (Later that month, on April 19, the probate court ordered the Proctor heirs to give the widowed Elizabeth Proctor her dowry, as she was “now restored to benefit of law.” How much she was able to collect is unclear.)6

  All Massachusetts was astonished at the end of April when the kidnapped Hannah Dustin walked out of the woods alive, bringing with her two other captives and ten scalps worth a £50 bounty. The three of them had killed and scalped their captors to escape—the only prisoners who managed to do so. (Hannah had in mind her dead infant, but the dead Algonquins were not the same individuals who had attacked Haverhill, but rather two other men, two women, and six children.)7
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  Three arbiters—Wait-Still Winthrop, Elisha Cooke, and Samuel Sewall—considered the Salem Village troubles. Speaking for the Village, John Tarbell, Samuel Nurse, Joseph Putnam, and Daniel Andrews addressed a complaint dated July 21, 1697. It explained why they could not regard Rev. Samuel Parris as “a minister of the Gospel,” much less contribute to his support. By consulting the possessed—people with familiar spirits (witches)—and by believing their Devilish lies, Parris, that “instrument of our miseries,” had begun the “sorest afflictions” ever to befall the Village or the country. They resented not only “his promoting such accusations, as also his partiality therein, in stifling the accusations of some, and at the same time vigilantly promoting others.” They could hardly acknowledge such a man as their minister, much less hear his sermons and pay his wages.8

  The arbiters, two of them judges of the witchcraft trials, ignored Parris’s contract and prior county court decisions. On August 30, 1697, they ordered Parris to relinquish his deed for the ministry house and land (plus the copper in the lean-to), and ordered the Village to pay him £79-9-6. (Five years’ back pay would have amounted to a more sizable figure. Either Parris’s supporters had been paying him something, or the sum represented money that Parris had invested in improvements.)9
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  Robert Calef finished his book on August 11 and titled it More Wonders of the Invisible World, as a jibe against Rev. Cotton Mather. Besides an account of the trials based largely on information provided by the families of the accused, Calef also included—without permission—Cotton Mather’s five trial summaries from Wonders of the Invisible World, and Mather’s as-yet-unpublished record of Margaret Rule’s case. Calefs narrative took note of Samuel Sewall’s apology, but only anonymously as from “one of the honorable judges.” He quoted Rev. Samuel Parris’s “Meditations for Peace,” but made little of it. Then he added various letters and a battery of papers and petitions from Parris’s opponents.10

  His introduction blamed the outbreak on “a parcel of possessed, distracted, or lying wenches” (“vile varlets” all, guilty of “whoredoms, incest, etc.”), who accused innocent neighbors by pretending to see their specters. Bloodthirsty ministers and magistrates encouraged these liars with “bigoted zeal, stirring up a blind and most bloody rage”—till they themselves were accused. All this could happen again, said Calef (disregarding the dismissal of spectral evidence, the Public Fast, and Sewall’s personal apology), unless those responsible confessed their wrongs, took “the due shame to themselves,” and rejected pagan and Popish methods of witch-detection. Since he himself felt called upon by God to point out such errors, he therefore addressed his book to readers “freed from the slavery of a corrupt education”—uncorrupted by Homer and Virgil, that is—and still capable of applying reason and Scripture. No Boston printer cared to collaborate with Calef, so the work remained, for the time being, in manuscript.11

  Also on August 31, Winifred Benham Sr. of Wallingford, Connecticut—already tried for witchcraft in 1692—appeared before a special court at New Haven with her daughter, Winifred Jr. Both were charged with afflicting two teenaged girls and a boy. The justices ordered the suspects to appear before the Court of Assistants at Hartford in October. (They remained free on bail for the interim; the Assistants eventually declared their case ignoramus, but the family soon moved to New York.)12
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  Meanwhile, the land suffered from intermittent Indian raids along the frontiers as well as from a stubborn drought. If showers dampened one town, they left its neighbors dry. Water-mills stood silent above shrunken streams, and wells sank below reach. Smoke filled the air around Boston, as autumn brush fires devoured hay, fences, and timber. Already pinched by hard times, Thomas Putnam had sold off lots to his cousin Eleazer and the Topsfield men. Some time in 1697, Putnam sold his home to Samuel Braybrook, and moved his family to a small house made of recycled lumber.13

  France, in addition, had sent a fleet to capture Newfoundland and Boston. Lieutenant Governor William Stoughton had ordered the province on alert for several weeks during the preceding summer, but fortunately the French fleet spent all its time and supplies in the north.14

  The only maritime action in New England occuned at East Harbor, on the wrist of Cape Cod, when a French vessel landed September 5, 1697, and captured four sloops and a lighter. Ten men from the local Palmet tribe—led by one Hugh—repulsed the invasion (to the legislature’s amazed gratitude). There was no doubt, as at Gloucester in 1692, that these were real soldiers and not specters.15

  But the Abenaki, once they no longer had to wait for the canceled expedition, sent raiders as far south as Lancaster, Massachusetts.16
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  Meanwhile, Rev. Samuel Parris had sold a few adjoining acres back to Nathaniel Ingersoll, bought some rental property in Boston, and put up a bond promising to relinquish the parsonage. He wrote the quitclaim for it on September 24, after the Village had collected and paid the arbitrated sum—which it did in record time. Then, at last, he vacated the parsonage and moved away.17

  Still without a pastor, Salem Village held a fast on October 12, 1697, “to seek direction” from God “about providing a minister for us,” with Reverends John Hale, Nicholas Noyes, and Joseph Gerrish invited to offer prayers. (The Village also asked Hale’s son Robert to be its minister, but he, too, declined, as did “Mr. Emerson” when the Villagers approached him again.)18

  Samuel Parris, meanwhile, soon found a temporary post in Stow, where he had preached for a brief period a dozen years earlier. Since then, the Stow church had unsuccessfully sued a former minister in a contract dispute concerning ownership of the parsonage. On November 29, 1697, Stow offered Parris £40 a year—or less, if he would agree. He would not, but a grant from the General Court provided half the offered salary. He left after only a year, but found a stepmother for his daughters when he married Dorothy Noyes of nearby Sudbury. Possibly very distant cousins of Rev. Nicholas Noyes, she and her sisters had spent most of 1692 suing their brother for their shares of their late father’s estate.)19

  In mid-November, when the rains began again, Samuel Sewall journeyed to Salem for the quarterly court. He shared lodgings with Rev. John Hale of Beverly, and learned that Hale was writing about the witchcraft trials. “I fear lest he go into the other extreme,” Sewall wonied, since something had happened after all. Hale had changed his views before the trials ended, but still thought it foolish to dismiss “little sorceries” as trivia, or to suppose one knew all there was to know about whatever had occurred.20

  “I have been from my youth,” Rev. Hale wrote, “trained up in the knowledge and belief of most of those principles I here question as unsafe to be used.” The common folk-magic “proofs” ought never to be meddled with. The only safe and legal proof should be two unafflicted witnesses or a corroborated confession as for other crimes. The great confusions of 1692, the genuine pain of the afflicted, and the influence of former precedents made most people overlook for too long that they acted on the Devil’s lies. They overestimated and underestimated the powers of the Devil, who could affect victims in ways that cast suspicion on others. Because affected victims expected certain things to happen, their fears were terribly realized. (Hale would finish his manuscript in December, and would name it A Modest Enquiry into the Nature of Witchcraft. Rev. John Higginson of Salem would compose an introduction the following March, but the book would not be published until 1700—after Hale’s death.)21

  More of Rev. Cotton Mather’s opinions on the subject appeared by November in his biography of Sir William Phips, Pietas in Patriam. Reading it, Rev. Increase Mather’s critics bridled at Cotton’s defense of his father’s charter negotiations that led to Phips’s government. Phips’s opponents noticed that the brawls with Jahleel Brenton and Captain Richard Short were hardly mentioned. Robert Calef found the episode of the governor’s horoscope a delicious irony, and turned a jaundiced eye on the passages relating to the witchcraft trials.22

  Although some of the afflicted, Mather wrote, “were good people” who suffered real and painful tortures, he now felt that others who were “most flippant at accusing, had a far other character.” As before, he suspected that masquerading devils were let in by ill-advised fortune telling, though just possibly by a more deliberate agreement with evil powers. The judges, he wrote, were “men eminent for wisdom and virtue,” who tried to handle conscientiously a confusing issue with precedents from ancient Scripture and from recent English trials. However, their acceptance of spectral evidence, as reported by the afflicted, dissatisfied “many persons of great judgment, piety, and experience” from the start, who let it be known that, even if it were rare, it was possible for devils to impersonate the innocent. As the trials proceeded, it became clear “that the more the afflicted were harkened unto, the more the number of the accused increased.” Therefore, after consulting local and New York clergy, Governor Phips ended the trials—and accusations ceased.23

  Calef added a “Postscript,” possibly written by Elisha Cooke, to his own unpublished manuscript. The new material lacerated the biography and its support of the charter, accused Increase Mather of political meddling, and blamed Cotton Mather for inciting the witchcraft persecutions.24
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  Not long after November 22, 1697, when a Salem Village committee asked twenty-two-year-old Joseph Green (then a Roxbury schoolmaster) to preach at the Village, New England was cautiously relieved to hear that the war with France had ended. The recently signed Peace of Ryswick obliged King Louis to acknowledge England’s Protestant succession, but left the Maine/Acadia boundary disputed. Boston celebrated with a flourish of drums and trumpets on December 10, 1697, and with the release of French prisoners whom they no longer had to feed.25

  Peace seemed nearly a reality in Salem Village also, where, on December 22, a general meeting of inhabitants voted to offer Joseph Green the post of minister, and sent a committee to Roxbury the following day. Green agreed on condition that the Villagers allow him to travel to some other church on sacrament Sabbaths to take communion (as he could not administer it himself until he was ordained); and that they honor their salary offer of £60 the first year, and £70 thereafter plus “strangers’ money” (donations from out-of-town attendees who could not be taxed). However, “if once they begin to quarrel and contend; I should look upon myself to be free from any obligation to tarry with them.”26

  Having decided, Joseph Green moved north from Roxbury to Salem Village on January 5, 1698, during the coldest winter that anyone could remember. People walked across the frozen Charles River from Boston to Charlestown until the end of February, and snow lay deep everywhere. “Epidemical and pestilential colds” swept the area, “proved mortal to many,” Rev. Cotton Mather wrote, “and grievous to most” (himself included). Boston’s Sabbath assemblies thinned, and three Sundays passed in Medford with no services at all.27

  But the winter was harder among the Indians and their captives. Prey was scarce, many Indians starved after they ate all their dogs, and a stubborn sickness consumed the weakened survivors. They had no help from France—now that the European part of the war was over—yet many of their kin remained captive in New England. Driven by frustration, desperation, and revenge, Indian raiders attacked Andover on February 22, 1698, at daybreak. They slaughtered twenty cattle; burned houses and barns; torched the meeting house (the fire was soon quenched); and stole the pulpit cushion. They killed former witch-suspect Rebecca Johnson’s eighteen-year-old daughter, Penelope. Rev. Thomas Barnard narrowly escaped, but Dudley Bradstreet’s family were all captured. With the local militia at their heels, the raiders released the Bradstreets. But when they found the home of Pasco Chubb, their old enemy from Pemaquid, they killed both him and his wife.28

  Other roving bands hit Spruce Creek and York in Maine that spring, then Deer-field and Hatfield in Massachusetts on the Connecticut River in mid-July, 1698. But after Sagamore Madockawando died that fall, the other sachems proposed peace—and reminded Boston that the Treaty of Ryswick included the return of all prisoners, both English and Indian. John Nelson, heir of Acadia/Nova Scotia, had finally been released from his French prison, and had even helped negotiate the Ryswick Treaty. He would be back in Boston by November 30 to petition Lieutenant Governor William Stoughton for reimbursement of sums spent to ransom other captives.29
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  After months of soul-searching that hot, wet summer, Joseph Green agreed to become Salem Village’s permanent minister. At his suggestion, this matter was proposed to the whole congregation—not just full members—and the majority agreed with a show of hands on July 31, 1698. Later, the Village subscribed nearly thirty cords of firewood for him in addition to £70 a year and use—but not ownership—of the parsonage. “If your love to me does continue and be duly manifested as hitherto it has been,” Green told the people on October 9, 1698, “and you do all study to be quiet and maintain peace among yourselves—then I am willing to continue with you.”30

  Yet, the vote for him was not unanimous. Some still smarted over “a paper” (probably one of the pro-Parris petitions) presented to the council. Daniel Andrews, Green’s distant kinsman, expected an apology for it from the church which Green amicably wrote, and, on the morning of his ordination, persuaded a church meeting to pass. John Putnam remained stubborn, but everyone else agreed, leaving a relatively peaceful setting for the ceremony. Thus, on November 10, 1698, Reverends Nicholas Noyes and John Hale presided—as they had almost exactly nine years earlier at Parris’s ordination. They were assisted by Reverends Jonathan Pierpont of Reading, Green’s former pastor Nehemiah Walter of Roxbury, and Joseph Gerrish of neighboring Wenham (whose daughter would soon marry young Rev. Green).31

  Now, as Samuel Sewall hoped when he heard of the event, there was “likelihood of a stability of peace and settlement there.” And indeed, within a few weeks, the dissatisfied brethren reconciled with the congregation and rejoined communion.32
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  Richard Coote—the Earl of Bellomont and next royal governor of Massachusetts, New York, and New Hampshire combined—did not reach Boston until May 26, 1699, and subsequently died in New York on March 1701. Lieutenant Governor William Stoughton took charge locally until his own death at age seventy on July 7, 1701. So the council presided until Joseph Dudley, governor at last, landed the following year on June 11, 1702.33

  Robert Calef, meanwhile, had had his book published in England. Copies arrived in Boston in the late fall of 1700, along with an unusually early snow and a bronchial epidemic that gripped most of Rev. Cotton Mather’s family and nearly killed Rev. Samuel Willard. More Wonders of the Invisible World, that “abominable bundle of lies,” was nearly as distressing. Calefs point, that those responsible ought to admit their errors, was buried under invective and contradiction. “I am the chief butt of his malice,” Cotton Mather noted.34

  The book circulated despite some shops’ refusal to carry it. The Nurse kindred and others who had provided documents for the volume would have enjoyed it. But the book must have been a thorn for Samuel Parris, now living in Watertown as a farmer, shop-keeper, and schoolmaster. Calef's remarks about “whoredoms” and “vile varlets” pretending spectral sight would have stung the once-afflicted Mercy Lewis, now Mercy Allen of Boston (who had borne a child in New Hampshire before her marriage), and Mercy Short, now Mercy Marshall (who was found guilty of adultery in 1698, and excommunicated by her pastor, Rev. Cotton Mather). Certainly, it distressed the Mathers. Calef's squibs on the dead Mather infant could only have galled the more intensely when Cotton’s youngest child Samuel died on February 7, 1701—after two days and nights of convulsions.35

  Several of Mather’s friends rebutted Calef in Some Few Remarks Upon a Scandalous Book. The ministers, they repeated, had warned from the start that devils could impersonate the innocent. And if Calef meant to prove there were no witches, why did he quibble about the charter and the relative size of cannon balls shot from Quebec? Seven of the book committee signed the introduction, including John Barnard (whose son was cured by the motherly angel) and John Goodwin (whose children had been afflicted in 1689). But the opposition read the part containing Cotton Mather’s letter and sniffed that if the Mathers didn’t write the whole, maybe they dictated it.36

  Also during the Earl of Bellomont’s administration as governor, the anti-charter faction had succeeded in July 1700 in requiring that the college president live on site full time. With his church’s permission, Rev. Increase Mather departed for Cambridge, but after several gloomy months of exile, he resigned on October 17, 1701, and hastened back to Boston. When the council asked Samuel Willard to be president, he accepted, but only if he needn’t live in Cambridge. The opposition had made its point, so the council succeeded in naming Willard “ Vzce-President” and asked him to spend just one or two nights a week at the college. Both Mathers lost their frayed tempers when they heard.37
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  At the repeated request of her friends, Rev. Joseph Green broached the subject of Martha Corey to his Salem Village congregation on December 22, 1702. He had been obliged to preach against the continuing problem of unlawful divination the previous November. Now he asked his congregation if Goody Corey’s excommunication might be reversed, to restore her name even if not her life, as it was now generally agreed that the witchcraft trials were riddled with enors. The church members thought about this proposal until February 14, 1703. Then the majority voted in favor of the motion—though six or seven did not. Green was generally a peacemaker, but an inhabitants’ meeting on March 11, 1703, dealt so “unkindly” with him (perhaps as a reaction) that he resolved to avoid such meetings thereafter.38
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  The witchcraft trials were more than a decade past when the General Court began to receive petitions concerned with the 1692 trials. “Several inhabitants of Salem Village and Topsfield”—twenty-one in all, including Andover names—presented a document on March 2, 1703, signed by spouses and children of the condemned and by the three women who had been convicted but not executed: Abigail Faulkner Sr., Elizabeth Proctor, and Sarah Wardwell. On behalf of these three, and of the executed Rebecca Nurse, Mary Esty, Mary Parker of Andover, John Proctor, Elizabeth How, and Samuel Wardwell, they asked that “something may be publicly done to take off infamy from the names.”39

  Two more petitions followed in June 1703-Abigail Faulkner Sr. of Andover submitted one to remind the legislature that—although Governor Phips had reprieved her death sentence—she was still legally “a malefactor convict upon record of the most heinous crimes that mankind can be supposed to be guilty of, which besides its utter ruining and defacing my reputation, will certainly expose my self to imminent danger by new accusations.”40

  In the second petition, eleven Essex County ministers—including Joseph Green of Salem Village, John Wise of Chebago, and Thomas Barnard of Andover—asked the government to reconsider the cases, that they might order something to be “publicly done to clear the good name and reputation of some who have suffered” merely “upon complaint of some young persons under diabolical molestations.”41

  The legislature, in considering the petition of Abigail Faulkner “and sundry of Andover,” read the notes of their cases and found that the only evidence against them was “weak and insufficient as to taking away the lives.” Consequently, by July 21, 1703, the two houses agreed to acquit Abigail Faulkner and “sundry persons” of their convictions (though technically only the monarch could legally do so), and thereby restore “their just credit and reputation as if no such judgment had been had.” They also ordered a bill drawn specifically to prohibit the acceptance of spectral evidence in the future.42

  But more needed to be done, as Rev. Michael Wigglesworth of Maiden wrote to Rev. Increase Mather on July 22, 1704. War had resumed in Europe, so the frontier was again a threat, and the very rains had ceased like a judgment. “I fear (amongst our many other provocations),” wrote Wigglesworth, “that God hath a controversy with us about what was done in the time of the witchcraft. I fear that innocent blood hath been shed, and that many have had their hands defiled therewith.” He believed that the judges “did act conscientiously according to what they did apprehend then to be sufficient proof, but since that, have not the Devil’s impostures appeared?” The situation needed “a public and solemn acknowledgment of it, and humiliation for it, and the more particularly and personally it is done by all that have been actors, the more pleasing it will be to God.” In addition to this public repentance, “the families of such as were condemned for supposed witchcraft, have been ruined by taking away and making havoc of their estates, and leaving them with nothing for their relief.” So the whole country would remain accursed until something practical was done for these people. It would be expensive, especially in wartime, yet it was a necessary expense, and could be paid in installments. Might Mather and the other Boston ministers propose the idea to the governor and council at the next session?43

  But the government, preoccupied with Canadian attacks, would not be rushed.
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  While the matter hung fire and the war continued, the younger Ann Putnam asked to join the Salem Village Church. Single at age twenty-nine, she had had charge of her younger brothers and sisters since the deaths of their parents in the spring of 1699. From the usual interviews with the applicant, Rev. Green composed a relation of her conversion experience and a confession of past deeds. These he read to the congregation on August 25, 1706, while Ann Putnam Jr. stood silently:

  In her childhood she had accused “several persons of a grievous crime, whereby their lives were taken away from them, whom now I have just grounds and good reason to believe they were innocent persons.” She had believed Satan’s delusions “in that sad time” and thereby “been instrumental, with others, though ignorantly and unwittingly, to bring upon myself and this land the guilt of innocent blood.” She did so “not out of any anger, malice, or ill-will to any person, for I had no such thing against one of them; but what I did was ignorantly, being deluded by Satan. And particularly, as I was a chief instrument of accusing Goodwife Nurse and her two sisters, I desire to lie in the dust, and to be humbled for it.” For this “so sad a calamity” she now did “earnestly beg forgiveness of God, and from all those unto whom I have given just cause of sorrow and offense, whose relations were taken away or accused.”44

  Ann acknowledged the piece and, as no one objected, was received into full communion. (Four years earlier, Betty Parris had joined one of the Watertown churches, but the text of her confession was not preserved.)45
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  But the government still made no amends, being briared in local and British plans against Canada, Acadia, and Newfoundland. Militias in all the colonies went on alert for months, only to find that the promised British fleet had been diverted to the war in Europe. (Another hastier British plan—plagued by desertions and tempests—ended when the British Admiral’s flagship exploded off New Hampshire.)46

  With no end to the war in sight, Philip English, George Jacobs, Jr., and several kinsmen of the other suspects presented two petitions to the government on May 25, 1709, asking for the restoration of the suspects’ reputations and reimbursement of their estates. When Rev. Cotton Mather delivered a lecture before the General Assembly in November 1709, he urged further reparations, since they had all declared their disapproval of past errors in the witchcraft trials.47

  The legislature finally acted in May 1710 by appointing a committee of five—including Stephen Sewall, once clerk of the Court of Oyer and Terminer—to hear petitions for restitution. In September 1710—the same month that Port Royal surrendered again—the five convened in Salem, while the accused and bereaved flocked to them with petitions and lists of jail fees, court costs, and bail bonds—fees for every piece of paper, including pardons. Petitioners cited travel expenses, for Isaac Esty and blind James How had both visited their jailed wives twice weekly in Salem and then in Boston. Others, like Peter Green, itemized the cost of every move and charged for time spent accompanying his wife to court.48

  Philip English submitted an inventory of £1,183-2-0 worth of confiscated items—not including his lost household goods, or the forfeited £4,000 bond. Edward and Sarah Bishop, now of Rehoboth, listed their prison fees and confiscated livestock, then added that their depleted estate had to support twelve children (though some of these were grown and married, and one dead even before the witch scare). Samuel Nurse estimated that his family had spent over £40 on his mother’s jail fees and provisions in addition to their own trips to Salem and Boston on her behalf, but they would settle for £25—if the attainder were removed from her name. Mary Bradbury’s kin figured that their grandfather had spent £20 on her case, but would accept whatever the committee offered as “we doubt not but some others might suffer more in their estates.”49

  William Good, remained and the occasional recipient of Village charity, had been little help to his late wife in her lifetime. He now reminded the committee of Sarah’s execution, their infant’s death in jail, and their five-year-old’s several months of imprisonment. Dorcas, “being chained in the dungeon [in the same room with pirates, prisoners of war, thieves, etc.] was so hardly used and terrified that she hath ever since been very chargeable, having little or no reason to govern herself.” She was now twenty-three.50

  Among the more mundane appropriations, made by the Massachusetts legislature in October 1711, was £10 to Dunstable—a poor frontier town that “had much ado to nib along”—toward the salary of its present minister, Rev. Samuel Parris, who had once again left private life for the pulpit. But the legislature’s principal business was the Reversal of Attainder that, nearly twenty years after their condemnation, nullified all judgments against “George Burroughs of Wells; John Proctor, George Jacobs, John Willard, Giles Corey and Martha his wife, Rebecca Nurse and Sarah Good all of Salem aforesaid; Elizabeth How of Ipswich; Mary Esty, Sarah Wildes and Abigail Hobbs all of Topsfield; Samuel Wardwell, Mary Parker, Martha Canier, Abigail Faulkner, Ann Foster, Rebecca Eames, Mary Post, and Mary Lacy all of Andover; Mary Bradbury of Salisbury; and Dorcas Hoar of Beverly.”51

  Their names were hereby cleared, because the original charges came from people influenced by evil spirits then, and (some of them) “of profligate and vicious” lives now. The document ended with a stipulation that “no sheriff, constable, jailer, or other officer shall be liable to any prosecution in the law for anything they then legally did in the execution of their respective offices.”

  Governor Joseph Dudley signed the document into law on October 17, 1711, along with a reparations list totaling £578-12-0. The committee distributed the money at Salem in January and February 1712, as individuals journeyed into town to collect for themselves, their family, or their neighbors. Thorndike Proctor received sums for his kin, while Deacon Benjamin Putnam came over from the Village for the £30 due William Good. Even Abigail Hobbs, so quick to confess and to accuse, was awarded £10.52

  However, the legislature granted money only if the accused or heirs had asked for it. And the names cleared by the Reversal of Attainder were only those names specified in the petitions. Although the compensation allowed £150 for “John Proctor and wife,” Elizabeth Proctor’s name was omitted from the Reversal, as was Sarah Wardwell’s (though her family was given £36-15-0 for “Samuel Wardwell and wife”). Elizabeth Johnson Jr. wrote to the committee in February 1712 to remind its members that she too had been condemned, yet her name was missing from the Reversal of Attainder. Might they insert it? “Sundry,” from Andover had been cleared anonymously in 1702, and the government was finished with the whole distressing matter. The name of Elizabeth Johnson Jr.—along with those of Bridget Bishop, Susanna Martin, Elizabeth Proctor, Alice Parker, Ann Pudeator, Martha Scott, Wilmot Read, and Sarah Wardwell remained unprotected.53

  Samuel Wardwell Jr. asked if his parents’ jail fees, which he had omitted before, might also be reimbursed. The committee declined.54

  Benjamin Proctor objected that, as he was responsible in 1692 for all of his relations’ debts, the sums that his half-brother Thorndike had collected for Mary, Abigail, and Joseph should be, by rights, his. The committee left the Proctors to argue among themselves.55

  Seven Bunoughs children complained that their step-mother was compensated with the rest of them, even though she sold all of their father’s goods and left them to shift for themselves when the eldest was only sixteen. The proceeds from their father’s estate then passed into her next husband’s hands, and “not one farthing bestowed upon any child but her own.” The committee ignored this complaint also, but the children, and then grandchildren, continued to petition as late as 1750.56

  Philip English, not one of the condemned, had better luck when he was granted £200 in November 1718. He refused the sum as paltry, but it would pass to his estate upon his death.57

  After the reparations committee concluded its business, the Salem church members met on March 6,1712, at the home of Rev. Nicholas Noyes to review the excommunications of Rebecca Nurse and Giles Corey. (Noyes was now the senior minister. Jonathan Corwin’s accident-prone son, George—who may or may not have been thought bewitched in 1692—was the younger pastor.) With Goody Nurse’s bill of attainder reversed, and spectral evidence discredited, nothing now supported the original witchcraft charge. At the urging of her son Samuel, a member of the Salem Village church, the Salem church members voted to overturn Rebecca Nurse’s excommunication “that it may no longer be a reproach to her memory, and an occasion of grief to her children,” and to ask God’s pardon for their own earlier enor.58

  Even though Giles Corey was no longer considered a wizard, they continued (overlooking that he was neither tried nor convicted), his stubborn refusal to plead, which led to his death by pressing, still seemed like the sin of suicide. “Yet the church having now testimony in his behalf, that before his death he did bitterly repent of his obstinate refusal to plead in defense of his life,” the members reversed Giles Corey’s excommunication as well.59
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  Everyday life continued its rocky path as ideals and personalities collided in politics and public life, as the frontier wars staggered far into the new century, and as clashes between royal and colonial policies flared eventually into the War of Independence. Hostilities left by the witchcraft trials faded slowly as the participants aged and died. Some perished relatively young, like Rev. Joseph Green of Salem Village in November 1715, and the younger Ann Putnam around the same time. Rev. Nicholas Noyes was old and corpulent when a blood vessel burst in his head in December 1718. Eulogies praised his learning, charitable works, and pleasant conversation. Other folk, however—upon hearing that his last illness left his dead mouth full of blood—remembered Sarah Good’s cry from the gallows that God would give Noyes blood to drink, and wondered if she weren’t a fortune-teller after all. Rev. Samuel Parris died in Sudbury in February 1720 in the house inherited by his second wife. His local pastor remembered Parris as “a courteous and affable gentleman” (but Sarah Cloyse’s kindred in nearby Framingham probably still considered him the source of all their miseries).60

  His resentment undiminished, Philip English outlived Noyes by nearly twenty years. If, as some later said, Noyes had apologized fully and publicly for his wrongs, then English remained unimpressed. In the spring of 1722, well after the minister’s death, English denounced him as the murderer of John Proctor and Rebecca Nurse, then denounced Salem’s church as the “Devil’s church.” (He had already left that congregation to found an Anglican church in Salem.) English pleaded not guilty of slander when brought before the magistrates in August 1722, but lost his head and insulted both church and justices (including Bartholomew Gedney) with “vile” and “abusive language.” A night in jail for contempt of court persuaded him to apologize to the justices, but the same thing happened again in January 1724. In his last days, English’s mind dimmed enough that his son became his guardian, yet the wealthy merchant never forgot a grudge. Persuaded on his death bed in March 1736 to forgive Noyes and his other enemies (his descendants would say), English did so as a matter of form.61

  Then he added, “But if I get well, I’ll be damned if I forgive him!”

  Part II: The Middle Way

  Conviction must not be by vinegar or drollery, but by strength of argument.

  —Rev. John Hale

  The embarrassing confusion left by the Salem witch trials proved the greatest preventive of any future such outbreaks. Thereafter, Massachusetts courts handled only a few slander suits brought by widows (in areas distant from Salem) against gossiping neighbors. Still, people did not agree on what to make of the Salem trials.62

  One episode that never reached court began at Littleton in 1720 when the three Blanchard sisters, aged eleven, nine, and five, began to act bewitched. They swooned, ranted, displayed wounds, were found up trees and on roofs, and reported the pursuing specter of a neighbor, Abigail Dudley. As their mother struck the space that they indicated, Elizabeth, the eldest girl, cried, “You have hit her on the bowels!” Mrs. Dudley died soon after, giving birth to her tenth child and forgiving the slurs on her name. The girls recovered, and local attention waned. Of the many who had visited them, some thought that they suffered from a physical ailment or mental distraction. Others said that they were “underwitted.” The least sympathetic called them “perverse and wicked.” Most believed that “they were under an evil hand, or possessed by Satan,” but few thought Mrs. Dudley was at fault.

  Eight years later in 1728, after the Blanchards had moved back to their native Medford, Elizabeth was accepted for church membership there. But after hearing Rev. Ebenezer Turell deliver a sermon on lies, she approached him, on the eve of her joining, to confess that the whole witchcraft episode had been a fraud. She had meddled with fortunetelling, she said, and had wasted her time reading romantic ballads and mere fiction. She gave in to pride when people actually listened to the stories that she herself told, acting them out and pretending unconsciousness in order to relate invented visions. When folks speculated about witchcraft, she then acted in the ways she had heard the bewitched did act. Her sisters had joined her—all encouraged by their parents’ sympathy. Elizabeth couldn’t remember why they had accused Mrs. Dudley. Someone’s name seemed required, but they had no grudge against her. Once they heard of her death, they fully expected her ghost to haunt them. Rev. Turell read Elizabeth’s confession to the Medford church, which accepted it. Then he wrote an account of the matter as a warning against lies, pride, magic, and indulgent parents.63

  Ten years later in 1738—two years after Philip English’s death—-Judge Sewall’s son Samuel Jr. chaired a legislative committee to gather further information on “the circumstances of the persons and families who suffered in the calamity” of the witch trials. Governor Jonathan Belcher likewise encouraged the General Court in 1740 to do something to help the “families as were in a manner ruined in the mistaken management of the tenible affair called witchcraft.” Rev. George Burroughs’s grandchildren petitioned the committee as late as 1750, but the war with the French in Canada interrupted the inquiry, as did the later tensions that led to the War of Independence.64

  Opinions on bewitchment paralleled the changing religious climate. The more orthodox, who emphasized an educated ministry and reasoned sermons, could not take maleficia seriously. The more emotional “New Light” faction, with its extemporary preaching and camp meetings, tended to accept the idea of active evil spirits—along with radical practices like women and blacks addressing its meetings. (When the Devil had apparently roared and spoken through twenty-three-year-old Martha Roberson of Boston in 1741, New Lights thought her affliction was a case of possession. Old Lights like Rev. Mather Byles and Martha’s physician Dr. Samuel Mather, both grandsons of Cotton Mather, did not. In either case, witchcraft had no part in it.)65

  Governor Thomas Hutchinson noted the Blanchard case in his History of Massachusetts Bay (1750) and considered it exactly the same as the earlier accusations. He also knew one of the by-then-adult Goodwin children who had been bewitched years earlier in 1688. “She had the character of a very sober virtuous woman,” Hutchinson wrote, “and never made any acknowledgment of fraud.” Some people still thought that the afflicted of 1692 must have had a physical ailment that made them believe they were bewitched. But Governor Hutchinson agreed with Robert Calef, and concluded that innocent people had died because of lying, self-indulgent girls, cowardly adults afraid of accusation, and credulous judges and juries—fraud from start to finish.66

  The two views clashed again at Salem in 1811 when a young woman named Bancroft had convulsions in a house on Windmill Point. She was from “the stews of Boston”—according to one detractor—and accused a Boston woman of tormenting her. But because she prophesied during her trances, opponents referred to her as a “pretended witch.”

  She was afflicted at night, so evening after evening the curious flocked to her neighborhood in ever-increasing numbers, and nervously debated the possibilities “just as it would have been in 1692.” A young man who visited the house found Miss Bancroft “passive and quiet” in her room surrounded by several women and men, including two ministers. One of these perceived an invisible spirit troubling her, but the mood indoors was grave and quiet. Outside, however, all was “turbulence, riot and mischief.” After the crowd reached a thousand on March 3,1811 the selectmen and the overseers of the poor ordered the girl out of town or into the Work House. She left for Maine, the crowds dispersed, and prior opinions solidified.67

  Repelled now by the Bancroft incident, Salem’s Rev. William Bentley had already commented on the 1692 cases in a short history of Salem written in 1799. He acknowledged how widespread belief in the supernatural was, but found it hard to comprehend the “astonishing fanaticism” and “cruel superstition” of 1692. Salem then was bereft of strong leadership, but “the event did not arise in ignorance but enor,” he wrote. “They, who thought they saw the delusion, did not expose it. They, who were deluded, were terrified into distraction.” The courts were so caught up that they admitted evidence even from children, Indians, and “tender females . . . but not one man of reputation.” But by Bentley’s time, people also thought that no Quaker had accused anyone, and that Rev. Bunoughs performed his feats of strength at the age of eighty.68

  Rev. Cotton Mather’s Wonders of the Invisible World and Robert Calef's More Wonders of the Invisible World were never out of print for long, but, until Charles W. Upham, no one had mined the mass of seventeenth-century documents to tell the story more fully. He had written a series of Lectures on Witchcraft in 1831 while associate pastor at Salem’s First Church (by then Unitarian). After leaving the pulpit for a strenuous career in local and Federal politics, Upham retired and expanded the lectures into his massive Salem Witchcraft by 1867. He sympathized neither with the older views of Calvinism nor with the newer interest in Spiritualism. But, noting the similarities between mediums and the afflicted girls, he concluded that the latter had also held seances and acted, moreover, as one cooperating group. Upham detailed local land disputes to present greed as a motive for accusation—though none of the accusers had stood to gain so much as a handful of sod from the suspects. He reiterated the universality of belief in magic, but made it clear that he thought the girls had lied from the start, egged on by a conspiracy of ministers who had manipulated the terror to gain power.69

  Upham’s bias and inaccuracies did not go unchallenged. William Poole, then head librarian of the Boston Atheneum, noted that Upham did not support many of his conclusions with evidence, and that he overstated the ministers’ involvement with the trials while disregarding their precautions on spectral evidence. “The Salem barbarities were not stopped by an abandonment of the popular theory of witchcraft, but by a reformation in the methods of conviction.” Even Calef, Brattle, and other critics of the trials, wrote Poole, thought that witchcraft was possible.70

  Upham bludgeoned Poole’s criticism in a magazine article that further enlarged upon the former’s conspiracy theory. He accused the Mathers of fomenting the superstition in the first place, and then of encouraging and arranging the trials. Rev. Cotton Mather’s precautions only seemed like good advice, Upham declared, but meant exactly the opposite of what they said. That Cotton Mather neither revealed the names of the accused nor testified in court only proved (to Upham) that the minister really managed events from behind the scenes. Since publication of the Lectures, Upham’s unsupported conclusion of cause and effect had already entered textbooks and public opinion. His new book became the source for the majority of subsequent writers.71

  But many other nineteenth-century New England authors acted defensively (often with more invective than research) as if they feared that someone would confuse them with their “witch-hunting” ancestors. A growing awareness of their country’s past—especially in contrast with the many other ethnic groups newly arriving in America—only helped make the less-inspiring parts of its history an even greater embarrassment. Immigrants, wearied by slums and sweat-shops, seemed ready to accept the idea of their bosses’ inherited guilt, and conveniently forgot how their own ancestors, in their several countries, had dealt with witch suspects. “Puritan” became as much a by-word as “witch.”72

  By the end of the nineteenth century, new disciplines of psychology, sociology, and anthropology began to cast fresh light on old sorrows. That the afflicted had suffered from clinical hysteria (conversion disorder) was suggested as early as 1882 by George M. Beard. But the purpose of his book, The Psychology of the Salem Witchcraft Trials, was to promote the insanity defense for murder suspects, and he saved his sympathy for President James A. Garfield’s assassin. Inflamed by stories of marvels, the afflicted girls, Beard felt, “became partly insane and partly entranced.” But “the genuine symptoms of real disease were supplemented by malignity and crime,” so that “unintentional deception was rewarded by intentional deception.” It was not until Chadwick Hansen’s Witchcraft at Salem appeared in 1969 that the bizane and unconscious effects of clinical hysteria (as a result of genuine, if misinterpreted, fear) had much recognition.73

  Anthropologists applied the same techniques used to study distant tribal cultures to their own Western past, and noticed that old ideas of magic actually made better sense in the context of their own times and places. Without accepting a literal reality of what they studied, some scholars concluded that beliefs about witchcraft had been quite useful to preserve social order: the poor would be polite to the rich for fear of accusation, and the rich would be generous to the poor for fear of magical retaliation. Others, with utter horror, viewed witch-beliefs as the projection of a society’s own deepest fears and forbidden desires upon innocent scapegoats.74
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  But it was not as easy to guess why suspicions flared to become deadly at certain times and places and against certain suspects, for they did so worldwide and in widely differing cultures. In the contradictory opinions of various commentators, the Salem outbreak has been described as a society’s last attempt to recapture a lost sense of holy mission by cleansing the land of evil-doers with repressive authority (that nevertheless occuned in a time of weak religious and political leadership); or as yet another reaction against Quakers (overlooking that some accusers were Quakers); or as a rural society’s resistance to growing capitalist competition that split the old Medieval sense of community (except that this scenario had already happened); or as superstition oveniding science (except when people relied too much on the physicians’ diagnoses).*

  The accusers (according to the theories) projected their own deepest guilt onto innocent scapegoats; or feared the people who expressed openly the rebelliousness that they themselves kept hidden; or simply lied. Men feared the women suspects because of economic envy or because of religious anxiety—though as many women testified against other women as did men.*

  More girls were “bewitched” than boys because (according to a Victorian man) the former’s refined female sensibilities were corrupted by occult practices and by imaginative fiction, or because (according to a twentieth-century woman) they realized subconsciously that their lives were—and always would be—more restricted than their brothers’. Symptoms and seizures were the effects of fraud, encephalitis, ergot-tainted rye bread, or psychosomatic fear resulting from repressed Calvinist childhoods lit by Hell-fire and abrupt weaning—or, just possibly, by a neighbor’s actual threat of maleficia)

  The accused were renegades against unjust conformity; women owning more property than usual (or beggars); feisty neighbors who argued constantly with their accusers or who merely reminded them of some other disliked person. The accused were spotless innocents and misunderstood herbalists. Or they were witches in that they deliberately rebelled against Christianity (as a rebellion against conformity or patriarchal oppression); or because they were members of a pre-Christian religion; or because some did attempt maleficia*

  None of the theories passed unchallenged, and none explained everything, but scholarly debate a century after Upham no longer assumed an easy answer.

  “The middle way is commonly the way of truth,” Rev. John Hale had written, “... but the conviction must not be by vinegar or drollery, but by strength of argument.” Nevertheless, acidic tones and outright ridicule prevailed in print from Calef to Upham and beyond. Even after scholars began to study the trials from a variety of angles, public opinion continued to condescend. Instead of recognizing a timeless warning against jumping to conclusions that may seem reasonable at the time, later generations too often found it easier to dismiss the unenlightened seventeenth-century fools who were stupid enough to even consider the possibility of harmful magic, while simultaneously never really believing the charges that they supposedly always lied about for material gain—land, prestige, or adulterous opportunity.75

  In general, however, the Salem witchcraft trials have been remembered not so much as an historical event, but as a stereotype and symbol. Common opinion assumed that all subsequent political woes—such as Rev. Increase Mather’s and Governor William Phips’s—were reactions to their parts in the witchcraft trials, and overlooked the fact that Lieutenant Governor and Chief Justice William Stoughton’s career never suffered from his actions. Public opinion blames the trials on the wretched ignorance of a people repressed by an utterly joyless religion (or by any religion, depending on the fervor of the critic), but ignores that the steadfast accused drew strength from the same faith as their accusers. Common opinions of the accused ranges more widely—from an assumption of spotless innocence to an assumption of malevolent intent. For although the trials rightly exemplify unfair persecution, public opinion still cherishes the possibility of supernatural evil.
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  While scholars lamented past superstitions, the old fears and beliefs lasted longer in everyday life. Suspicious neighbors who took the law into their own hands, however, landed in court on assault charges—like the Maine farmer who beat an old woman he thought had bewitched his cattle. Mindful of 1692, New Englanders never went as far as the mob in non-Puritan Philadelphia who—in 1787, while Congress labored to draft the Constitution—hounded an old woman through the streets. The mob, convinced that that she had magically killed a child, pummeled and pelted her severely enough that she died the following day.76

  When the young Boston lawyer John Adams visited Salem in 1766, he saw a line of locust saplings on the ledge of “Witch Hill” at the traditional site of gallows and graves. The trees, Adams mused, seemed a “memorial of that memorable victory over the ‘prince of the power of the air.’“ The land, no longer common, belonged to Thorndike Proctor. (A great grandson of the John Proctor hanged there, Thorndike married a great granddaughter of Judge John Hathorne.) The locusts, probably only a windbreak, but confused eventually with the hanging tree, served as a landmark for generations. Another sapling, growing near the crevice in the ledge, formed a rough ring where its trunk divided just above the root, and then grew together a few feet higher. All during the eighteenth century people passed sick babies through the gap (as their European ancestors had done for millennia through similarly divided trees and holed stones) to protect the children, by this symbolic rebirth, from rickets and evil magic.77

  Magical precautions continued well into the nineteenth century. In Beverly beekeepers hung black mourning crepe on their hives as well as on their homes after a family death, lest the bees take offense and leave. Householders nailed a horseshoe over the door and another at each corner of the house. Gloucester folk tried not to begin any enterprise on a Friday, or to associate with thirteen of anything, from buttons on a dress to guests at dinner. In Marblehead, girls told their fortunes by dropping hob nails into a pot of boiling tallow under the full moon; drowned fishermen’s spirits wandered home (folk said) before their bodies washed ashore; and mothers warned children, if lost, to turn their jackets inside out to prevent being pixie-led.78

  Some people avoided discussing the trials, but even after Salem Village had become the independent town of Danvers in 1757, witches remained a serious topic of conversation for others. One nineteenth-century inhabitant, a black centenarian, told Charles W. Upham that witchcraft broke out in 1692 when the Devil stole the church record book, but ended on its retrieval. Other locals said that the Devil kept a forge at Danvers in the alder swamp below Folly Hill. Skeptics speculated that the sound, like hammers on anvils, was the call of bitterns or some other marsh birds, but neighbors called it “the Tinker,” and said that “it was the Devil forging chains for some poor critter.”79

  Rev. Peter Clark, who succeeded Rev. Joseph Green in the Salem Village pulpit, was roundly ridiculed for mentioning witchcraft in a letter to an English minister, but still had to warn his congregation against “consulting witches and fortune tellers.” For cunning folk still worked their charms—like old Edward Diamond of Marblehead, who lived through 1692 unaccused to continue his helpful knacks of identifying thieves and telling fortunes. His granddaughter Moll Pitcher of Lynn continued the family tradition until her death in 1813. Their reputations were always benign, but gossips were none too sure about others: the Cape Cod woman who hag-rode the thief who stole her doughnuts; the black woman in Beverly whose white neighbors were nervous enough about her reputed evil-eye to be civil; or old lady Foster of Topsfield, who was thought to have magically mired a neighbor’s hay cart as late as 1830.80

  As the nineteenth century passed, “witches” tended to be professional fortune tellers and luck sellers—or old women facing hard times alone. The squatters on Gloucester’s Dog Town Common included people from both categories. Aunt Angier lived alone with her one-eyed cat on Danvers’s Fox Hill. She was willing to entertain small boys (though one had stoned the eye from her cat) with ballads, while they snickered behind their hands at her voice and her red flannel cap. Children suspected town eccentrics, too, like drunken old “Ma’am Carnes” of Salem, who lived in Samuel Shattuck’s former house and who sewed a shimmering cape covered with milkweed tufts.81

  And when a room’s hearth fire, reflecting in window glass, appeared to be outdoors in the dark, younger children recited:

  
    . . . under the tree.

    When fire outdoors burns merrily.

    There the witches are making tea.82

  

  As traditional fears of maleficia waned, the idea of a fictitious fairy-tale witch whom no sensible adult would fear, combined awkwardly with the real events and individuals of 1692. Oliver Wendell Holmes Sr. jested about invisible hags freed from Hell to power Essex County’s new electric streetcars in his poem “The Broomstick Train: or, the Return of the Witches.” He prefaced it with regret for the historical tragedy, recommended his brother-in-law Upham’s books, and then portrayed a different idea altogether.
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  APPENDIXES

  A desolation of names.

  —Rev. Cotton Mather

  Note: not all documentation has survived.

  Abbreviations & Symbols

  bro = brother of

  d = daughter of

  s = son of

  ch = children

  m = married to

  sis = sister of

  cs = cousin of

  wid = widow(er) of

  A = known to have been Arrested

  B = released on Bail

  C = Confessed to witchcraft

  E = Escaped

  L = Let go after questioning and/or imprisonment

  N = known to have been at least Named

  Q = Questioned by magistrates & jailed (unless noted)

  R = sentence Reprieved

  T = Tried

  U = Unable to pay jail fees

  W = arrest warrant extant

  ! = condemned to death

  * = died (while afflicted, executed, or of disease, etc.)

  affl = afflicted before accused

  recant = tried to recant an earlier confession

  

  APPENDIX A

  [image: Persons Accused of Witchcraft in and around 1692 Name of Accused Age When Accused Residence Profession Relations Results Abbott, Arthur 50s? Ipswich, Topsfield, Wenham border weaver QL Abbott, Nehemiah Jr. 50s? Topsfield weaver, “hilly faced” QL Alden, Capt. John c. 66 Boston merchant privateer QE Andrews, Daniel 49 Salem Village brick-mason, merchant NE Barker, Abigail (Wheeler) Andover m Ebenezer Barker QC Barker, Mary 13 Andover d Lt. John Barker QCT Barker, William Sr. 46 Andover farmer QCT Barker, William Jr. 14 Andover s William Barker Sr. QCT Bassett, Sarah (Hood) 35 Lynn m Wm. Bassett; s-in-law = Mary DeRich, Elizabeth Proctor Q Bates, i. e. “Goody Bates” Lynn? or Maiden? N *Bishop, Bridget (Playfer) (Wasselbee) (Oliver) 50s? Salem m Edward Bishop, “sawyer” (not to be confused with Sarah Bishop) Q T ! * hanged 10 June 1692 Bishop, Edward 40s Salem Village farmer m Sarah Bishop QE Bishop, Sarah (Wildes) c40 Salem Village m Edward Bishop QE Black, Mary Salem Village Nathaniel Putnam’s slave Q]

  [image: Black (...), i. e. “Goody Black” Boxford? or Topsfield? N Bradbury, Mary (Perkins) c 80 Salisbury m Capt. Thomas Bradbury Q T ! E Bradstreet, Ann (Wood) (Price) c 40 Andover m Dudley Bradstreet NE Bradstreet, Col. Dudley 44 Andover magistrate m Ann Bradstreet NE Bradstreet, John 40 Andover bro Dudley Bradstreet N E Bridges, Mary (Tyler) (Post) Sr. 48 Andover m John Bridges, blacksmith Q CT Bridges, Mary Jr. 12 Andover djohn & Mary B. Q CTB Bridges, Sarah c 20 Andover? d John B.; step-d Mary B. QCT Broomage, Hannah (Farnum) (Tyler) 50s? Haverhill m Edward Broomage QC Buckley, Sarah (Smith) Salem Village “scragged teeth” m Wm. Buckley; d = Mary Witheredge QT *Burroughs, Rev. George c42 Wells, Maine minister (not ordained), formerly of Salem Village Q T ! * hanged 19 Aug. 1692 Busse, John 52 Boston, & Durham, N. H. physician & minister (not ordained) s-in-law of Mary Bradbury N Candy Salem slave of Margaret Hawkes QCT Carrier, Andrew 13 Andover s Thos. & Martha C. Q C tied neck & heels ]

  [image: Name of Accused Age When Accused Residence Profession Relations Results ♦Carrier, Martha (Allen) c 50 Andover m Thos. Carrier “alias Morgan” Q T !* hanged 19 Aug. 1692 Carrier, Richard 18 Andover s Thos. & Martha C. Q C tied neck & heels Carrier, Sarah 8 Andover d Thos. & Martha C. QCB Carrier, Thomas Jr. 10 Andover farmer s Thos. & Martha C. EC Carroll, Hannah (...) Salem m Nathaniel C. W Carter, Bethia (Pearson) Sr. 40? Woburn m Joseph C. QB Carter, Bethia Jr. 21 Woburn d Bethia Carter Sr. WW Cary, Elizabeth (Walker) c 50 Charlestown m Capt. Nathaniel C. QE Churchill, Sarah 20 Salem servant to George Jacobs Sr. Q C affl recant Clark, Mary (Johnson) (Davis) Haverhill m Edward C; wid. Ephraim D.; sis-in-law of Eiz. & Rebecca J. Q Clenton, Rachel 63 Ipswich divorced from Laurence C. Q Cloyse, Sarah (Towne) (Bridges) 54 Topsfield m Peter C; sis Mary Esty & Rebecca Nurse Q Cole, Sarah (Asselbee) 34 Lynn m John C, cooper; sis-in-law Sarah Cole of Salem QTaffl Cole, Sarah (Davis?) Salem m Abrahan C, tailor; sis-in-law Sarah Cole of Lynn QB]

  [image: Coleson, Elizabeth 16 Reading d Adam & Mary Coleson A eluded arrest four months Coleson, Mary (Dustin) 42 Reading m Adam C, school master; d Lydia Dustin Q “Corey, Giles c80 Salem farmer m Martha Corey Q * pressed to death 19 Sept 1692 “Corey, Martha (...) (Rich) Salem m Giles Corey Q T ! * hanged 22 Sept 1692 Dane, Rev. Francis 76 Andover minister of Andover d = Abigail Faulkner; d-in-law = Deliverance Dane; nieces = Martha Carrier, Eliz. How N Dane, Deliverance (Hasseltine) 41 Andover m Nathaniel Dane; s of Rev. Francis D. Q Darling ?,...(...) (or Downing) perhaps Mary (Bishop) (Barney) Darling; m John D. of Salem Village N Day, Phebe (Wildes) 35 Gloucester m Timothy Day; sis Sarah Bishop; step-d Sarah Wildes A Denmark, Bridget? 20s Boston, once of Maine & N. H. perhaps Mrs. Thatcher’s maidservant d Patrick & Hannah D. ]

  [image: Name of Accused Age When Accused Residence Profession Relations Results DeRich, Mary (Bassett) 37 Salem Village m Michael DeRich; sis = Sarah Basset, sis-in-law = Elizabeth Proctor A Dicer, Elizabeth (Austin) Gloucester & Boston m Wm. D., seaman A Dike, Rebecca (Dolliver) 52? Gloucester m Richard Dike; sis-in-law = Ann Dolliver A Dolliver, Ann (Higginson) Gloucester & Salem m Capt. Wm. Dolliver who deserted her, lived with f Rev. Jn. Higginson of Salem AQ Downing, Mehitable (Braybrook) 40 Ipswich m Jn. D. A Draper, John Andover QC *Dustin, Lydia (...) c80 Reading “crooked back” wid of Josiah Dustin Q T U died in jail 10 Mar. 1693 Dustin, Sarah 39 Reading d Lydia Dustin QT Eames, Daniel 28 Boxford farmer s Rebecca Eames AQ Eames, Rebecca (Blake) Boxford m Robert E.; s = Daniel Eames R *Esty, Mary (Towne) 58 Topsfield m Isaac e.; sis = Sarah Cloyse, Rebecca Nurse Q AL AT!* hanged 22 Sept. 1692 Elwell, Esther (Dutch) 53 Gloucester m Sml. E. Q ]

  [image: Emerson, Martha (Toothaker) 24 Haverhill m Joseph E.; d Roger & Martha Toothaker; aunt = Martha Carrier Q Emmons, Joseph 40? Manchester shoe-maker? N English, Mary (Hollingsworth) Salem kept shop? m Philip English; d Eleanor H. QE English, Philip 41 Salem merchant born Philippe L’Anglais in Jersey m Mary English QE Farrar, Thomas Sr. c77 Lynn farmer A Farrington, Edward 30 Andover farmer Q C indicted in Jan. ‘93 but sentence “staid” Faulkner, Abigail (Dane) Sr. 40 Andover m Francis Faulkner; d Rev. Dane QCT! R Faulkner, Abigail Jr. 8 Andover d Francis & Abigail F. Sr. QCB Faulkner, Dorothy 10 Andover d Francis & Abigail F. Sr. QCB Flood, Capt. John c55 Rumney Marsh landowner, militia capt. W Fosdick, Elizabeth (Thomas?) (Lisley) (Berts) 36 Maiden m John Fosdick Q ♦Foster, Ann (Alcock?) 70s Andover wid Andrew Foster; “mother of Abraham Foster” & Mary Lacy Sr.; grm Mary Lacy Jr. QCT! died in jail 3 Dec. 1692]

  [image: Name of Accused Age When Accused Residence Profession Relations Results Frost, Nicholas Piscataqua, N. H. N Fry, Eunice (Potter) 50 Andover m Deacon John Fry QCB G[. . . .], M . . . . i.e. confessor M (Mrs.? G.?) C Gale, ...(...) Beverly? N Good, Dorcas (or Dorothy) 4 or 5 Salem Village d Sarah Good QB *Good, Sarah (Stoulart) (Poor) 30s Salem Village m William G; d = Dorcas G. Q T ! * hanged - 19 July 1692 Green Mary (Green) Haverhill m Peter G. E (twice) B Griggs, ...(...) “Goody Griggs” 60s? maybe Rachel (Hubbard) Griggs if so, m physician Wm. Griggs; aunt of Elizabeth Hubbard Hale, Sarah (Noyes) 36 Beverly m Rev. John Hale N Haffield see Clenton Hardy, Thomas Great Island, Piscataqua, N. H. in court as drunkard N Hart, Elizabeth (Hutchinson?/ Hawkes?) Lynn m Isaac Hart Q Hawkes, Margaret (...) Salem, “late of Barbadoes” wid Thomas Hawkes? owned Candy A Hawkes, Sarah 21 Andover d Sarah Wardwell by 1st husb., Adam Hawkes A Hoar, Dorcas 50s? Beverly told fortunes wid Wm. H. QT!CR]

  [image: Hobbs, Abigail 15 Topsfield had been servant to Rev. George Burroughs in Casco Bay d Wm. Hobbs & step-d of Deliverance Hobbs Q C T ! R Hobbs, Deliverance (...) Topsfield m William Hobbs; step-d = Abigail H. QC Hobbs, William c 50 Topsfield farmer, swept meeting house m Deliverance Hobbs; f Abigail H. QB Hollingsworth, Eleanor (Story) 58 Salem wid Wm. H.; d = Mary English N, died 1689 *How, Elizabeth (Jackson) 50s? Ipswich m James How; sis John Jackson; niece of Rev. Dane Q T ! * hanged 19 July 1692 How, James c 57 Ipswich farmer, blind m. Eliz. How; nephew of Rev. Dane; cs = Eliz Johnson, & Abigail Faulkner N Howard, John 30s? Rowley laborer, swept meeting house QB Hutchins, Frances (...) 60s? Haverhill wid John H.; son Samuel H.; Rep. to Gen. Ct. 1692 AB Indian, Tituba (see Tituba) Ireson, Mary (Leach) 50s? Lynn m Benj. I. Q Jackson, John Sr. 50s? Rowley laborer bro. Eliz. How, s = John Jackson Jr. Q Jackson, John Jr. 22 Rowley laborer sn John Jackson Sr.; aunt = Eliz. How QC]

  [image: Name of Age When Accused Accused Residence Profession Relations Results “Jacobs, George Sr. c80 Salem farmer, (walked with two canes, perhaps no teeth) m Mary; s - George Jacobs Jr.; d-in-law = Rebecca Jacobs; grdau = Margaret Jacobs22 Q T ! * hanged 19 Aug. 1692 Jacobs, Margaret 17 Salem worked for grandfather, George J. Sr. dau George Jr. & Rebecca J.; grf = George J. Sr. QCTaffl. recant Jacobs, Rebecca (Andrews) 46 Salem Village “crazy & distracted & m George J. Jr.; bro = QT (Frost) broken in mind” 12 years Daniel Andrews; dau - Margaret J.; f-in-law = George J. Sr. Johnson, Abigail 11 Andover d Stephen & Elizabeth Johnson; grdau Rev. Dane QB Johnson, Elizabeth Sr. (Dane) c 50? Andover “weak, incapatious, fearfull.” wid. Stephen J.; dau Rev. Francis Dane; dau = Abigail, Eliz. Jr. sis-in-law = Rebecca Johnson & Mary Clark QCT Johnson, Elizabeth Jr. 22 Andover “simplish at best” d Stephen & Elizabeth Johnson; grdau Rev. Dane QCT!R Johnson, Rebecca (Aslebee) 50 Andover swept meeting house wid Timothy J.; sis Sarah Cole of Lynn; QC sis in law = Eliz. Johnson Sr. & Eliz. Clark ]

  [image: Johnson, Rebecca Jr. c 17 Andover dau Rebecca Johnson Sr. QC Johnson, Stephen c 13 Andover s of Stephen & Eliz. J. QCB Lacy, Mary (Foster) Sr. 40 Andover m Laurence Lacy; dau Ann Foster; dau = Mary L. Jr. QC Lacy, Mary Jr. 18 Andover dau Laurence & Mary Lacy; grdau Ann Foster QCT Lawrence, ...,(...) perhaps Mary Lacy Sr.? whose husb’s name, Lawrence, had varied spelling N Lee, John Ipswich? N Lilly, Jane ( ) 50s Reading wid George Lilly QB Marston, Mary (Osgood) Andover m John M. QCT *Martin, Susanna (North) 70s Amesbury “a short old woman” wid George Martin Q T ! hanged 19 July 1692 Mather, Rev. Cotton 30 Boston minister 2nd Church sn Rev. Increase & Maria (Cotton) M. N (in 1693) Mather, Maria (Cotton) Boston m Rev. Increase M.; sn = Rev. Cotton M. N by later gossip Moody, Ann (...) (Jacobs) Boston m Rev. Joshua Moody N by later gossip Morrell, Sarah Beverly dau Peter & Mary M. Q Nurse, Rebecca (Towne) 71 Salem Village m Francis N.; sis = Sarah Cloyse, Mary Esty Q T ! * hanged 19 July 1692]

  [image: Name of Accused Age When Accused Residence Profession Relations Results Obinson, Mary (...) Boston m Wm. O., tanner N Oliver, Bridget (see Bridget Bishop) ♦Osborne, Sarah (Warren?) (Prince) Salem Village Q* died in prison 10 May 1692 Osgood, Mary (Clement) 60s Andover m Capt. John Osgood ♦Parker, Alice ( ... ) Salem m John P., fisherman Q T ! hanged 22 Sept. 1692 ♦Parker, Mary (Ayer) Andover subject to catalepsy wid Nathan Parker; d = Sarah P. Q T ! * hanged 22 Sept. 1692 Parker, Sarah 14 Andover d Nathan & Mary P. A Paine, Elizabeth (Carrington) 53 Maiden m Stephen P. Q Pease, Sarah (...) Salem m Robert P., weaver w Penney, Joan (...) (White) (Braybrook) Gloucester wid Thomas Penney; step-d = Mehitable Downing A Phips, Lady Mary (Spencer) (Hull) Boston m Sir William Phips, Gov. of Mass. N Post, Hannah 30? Boxford dau Richard & Mary Post (now Mary-Bridges); sis = Susanna & Mary Post QCT]

  [image: Post, Mary 28 Rowley dau Richard & Mary Post (now Mary Bridges); sis = Hannah & Susanna Post QCT! R Post, Susanna 26 Andover or Boxford? dau Richard & Mary Post (now Mary Bridges); sis = Hannah & Mary Post QCT Prince, Margaret (...) 66 Gloucester wid Thomas Prince QB Proctor, Benjamin 33 Salem sJohn& Martha P. W Proctor, Elizabeth (Bassett) 40s? Salem m John Proctor; stepsn = Benjamin P.; ch = Sarah & Wm.; sis Mary DeRich; sis-in-law = Sarah Bassett QT!R *Proctor, John 60 Salem farmer m Elizabeth Proctor, ch = Benjamin, Sarah, Wm. Q T ! * hanged 19 Aug. 1692 Proctor, Sarah 16 Salem d John & Elizabeth P. W Proctor, William 17 Salem s John & Elizabeth Proctor Q •Pudeator, Ann (...) (Greenslett) wid Jacob Pudeator Q T ! * hanged 22 Dept. 1692 Randall, Mary Westfield or Northampton free on bond for good behavior in 1692 d William & Mary R. Q Dept. 1691]

  [image:  Name of Accused Age When Accused Residence Profession Relations Results *Read, Wilmot (...) Marblehead m Samuel Read Q T ! * hanged 22 Sept. 1692 Rice, Sarah (Davis) Reading m Nicholas Rice Q Robinson, Dean c 20 Andover farmer? grsn of Rev. Francis Dane N Roe, Abigail 15 Gloucester d Hugh & Mary Roe A Roe, Mary (Prince) 34 Gloucester m Hugh Roe; d = Abigail Roe A Roots, Susanna (...) Beverly wid Josiah Roots? A S....,....(...)a widow addressed as “GS” (Goody S.?) E Salter, Henry Andover farmer E Saltonstall, Nathaniel 53 Haverhill landowner militia officer, Oyer & Terminer judge, resigned N Sawdey, John 13 Andover B *Scott, Margaret (Stevenson) 70s? Rowley wid Benjamin Scott Q T ! * hanged 22 Sept. 1692 Sears, Ann (...) (Farrar) Woburn m John Sears AB Sheldon, Susanna 18 Salem servant d Wm. & Rebecca S. Q C affl. Shepard, Rev. Jeremiah Lynn minister of Lynn N by later gossip]

  [image: Soames, Abigail 37 Salem d Morris & Eliz.? S.; perhaps grd of Goody Kendall of Cambridge hanged for witchcraft Q Sparkes, Martha 36 Chelmsford in jail through 1692 m Henry S. A 27 Oct. 1691 St[evens]? Andover N fled Swift, Sarah (Clapp) 50s? Milton m Thomas Swift; their servant = Mary Watkins N Taylor, Mary (Harrington) Reading m Seabred Taylor Q CT Thatcher, Margaret (Webb) (Sheafe) 67 Boston wid Rev. Thomas Thatcher; servant = Bridget Denmark N Tituba (also called Tituba Indian) Salem Village slave to Rev. Sam. Parris, she & John both “Spanish Indians” m John Indian QC Tookey, Job Beverly laborer, waterman QT Toothaker, [Margaret?] 9 Billerica “dau of Roger Toothaker,” arrested with mother Mary T. A Toothaker, Mary 48 Billerica m Roger Toothaker, dau = Margaret Toothaker, Mary Emerson; sis = Martha Carrier QCT]

  [image: Name of Accused Age When Accused Residence Profession Relations Results Toothaker, Roger 58 Salem (deserted family,stayed in Billerica) folk healer, cunningman, witch-finder m Martha T. Q* died Boston Jail June 16, 1692, of “natural causes” Tyler, Hannah 13? Andover d Hopestill & Mary Tyler T Tyler, Johanna 12 Andover d Hopestill & Mary Tyler QCBT Tyler, Joseph 25 s Moses & Prudence T; stepsis = Martha Sprague N Tyler, Martha 16 Andover d Hopestill & Mary Tyler QCB Tyler, Mary (Lovett) 35 Andover m Hopestill Tyler QCT Usher, Hezekiah 53 Boston merchant bro = John U., Lt. Gov., N. H. AE Vincent, Rachel (...) (Cook) (Langton) Gloucester wid William Vincent A Wardwell, Mercy 19 Andover d Samuel & Sarah W. QCT ♦Wardwell, Samuel 49 Andover farmer, carpenter fortune-teller m Sarah Wardwell QCT! hanged 22 Sept. 1692 Wardwell, Sarah (Hooper) (Hawkes) 42 Andover m Samuel Wardwell QCT!R Warren, Mary 20 Salem Proctor’s hired girl Q C am, recant]

  [image: Watkins, Mary 20s? Milton servant to Swift family, petitioned to be sold as bondservant QCT affl, recant, tried suicide White,____(...), i.e., Goody White or Whits Boston N White, Judah Boston a “Jersey maid” once at Casco Bay N *Wildes, Sarah (Averill) Topsfield m John W.; sn = Constable Ephraim W.; stepdaus = Sarah Bishop & Phebe Day Q T ! * hanged 19 July 1692 Wilford, Ruth Haverhill A Wilkinson, ...(...) Maiden S. Cole of Lynn saw spectre of “wife of John Wilkinson of Maiden,” perhaps Abigail (Gowing) W.? N ♦Willard, John 20s? Salem Village or Boxford farmer, average height, black hair m Margaret Wilkins grd of Bray W. flees, caught, Q T ! * hanged 19 Aug. 1692 Willard, Rev. Samuel 52 Boston minister 3rd Church N Wilson, Sarah (Lord) Sr. Andover m Joseph W. QCB Wilson, Sarah Jr. Andover d Joseph & Sarah W. QCB Witheredge, Mary (Buckley) Salem Village wid Sylvester W; d Wm. & Sarah Buckley QT ]

  Also:

  Mrs. Thatcher’s maid, Boston (see Bridget Denmark)

  A sister of the wife of John Wilkinson, Maiden, N

  Nathaniel Dane’s manservant, Andover, A

  Sarah Davis of Newbury (anested “betwixt Wenham and Ipswich” on June 28, 1692, by the constable who anested Mary Bradbury the same day; petitioned with Mary Watkins to be sold as bondservant).

  Others are assumed to have been witch suspects solely because they were jailed during 1692. (Court records make it clear people were jailed on other charges—burglary, etc.—though specific reasons are sometimes lost.) These include:

  Chamberlain, Rebecca (Shelly?)—Billerica, m William C; died in Cambridge jail September 26, 1692.

  Cox, Mary—perhaps Mary (Mason) Cox of Salem, age 45, wife of George C; or her daughter Mary age 20.

  Dunant, John, Billerica, 50s? farmer; died in Cambridge jail October 27, 1692.

  Ryer, Thomas

  Connecticut Suspects

  Allen, John Hartford, Secretary of Connecticut

  Benham, Winifred (King?). Wallingford, m Joseph B.

  Benham, Winifred Jr. Wallingford, dau Joseph & Winifred B.

  Clawson, Elizabeth (Periment?). Fairfield, m Stephen C.

  Crump, ...(...), i.e., “Goody Crump”

  Crosia, Hugh. Stratford

  Disborough, Mercy (Holbridge). Campo, m Thomas D.

  Harvey, Hannah. Fairfield, dau Josiah & Mary H.

  Harvey, Mary (Staples). Fairfield, m Josiah H.; dau Mary Staples

  Miller, ...(...). Fairfield

  Staples, Mary ( . . . ). Fairield


  APPENDIX B

  The Afflicted

  These people were named as victims in court documents or other contemporary sources. The list does not include the “confessors,” small children diagnosed by their fearful parents, or grown men who did not take legal action for their illnesses.

  [image: Name of Afflicted Age Residence Relations Babson, Eleanor (Hill) 61 Gloucester wid James Babson * Ballard, Elizabeth (Phelps) 30s Andover m Joseph Ballard Bailey, Joseph 44 Newbury Bar nam, .... Andover? Bibber, Sarah (...)(...) 36 Salem m John Bibber Bixsbey, Hannah (Chandler) 30s Andover m Daniel Bixsbey; cs = Eliz. Ballard Booth, Alice 14 Salem d widow Schafflin Booth, Elizabeth 18 Salem d widow Schafflin Booth, Elizabeth (Wilkins) 16 Salem m George Booth; sis Daniel & Rebecca Wilkins Booth, George 21 Salem s widow Schafflin; m Elizabeth (Wilkins) Booth]

  [image: Name of Afflicted Age Residence Relations Branch, Katherine Fairfield, Dnl. Westcott’s Conn. French servant girl Bragg, William 10 Salem s Henry Bragg Brown, Mary (Fellows?) 50s Reading wid Josiah Brown Chandler, Phebe 12 Andover d Wm. & Bridget C; cs = Sarah Phelpes Chibbun, Joanna (perhaps Susanna Sheldon?) Churchill, Sarah 20 Salem djohn & Sarah? C George Jacob Sr.’s hired girl Cole, John 30s Lynn m Sarah Cole Cole, Sarah (Aslebee) 34 Lynn m John Cole; sis Rebecca Johnson Coleman, Sarah Rowley Daniel, Mary 14 Rowley DeRich, John 16 Salem s Mary DeRich; aunts = Sarah Bassett, Elizabeth Proctor Dodd, Johanna Marblehead d Thomas Dodd *Farnum, Ralph Sr. 59? Andover *Fitch, Mary (Stevens) 50s Gloucester m John Fitch Foster, Hannah (Eames) 31 Andover m Ephraim Foster; d Rebecca Eames *Foster, Rose 14 Andover d Ephraim & Hannah Foster; grd Rebecca Eames Fuller, Elizabeth 14 Ipswich d Joseph & Mary F; cs Mary F. Fuller, Mary c 14 Ipswich cs Elizabeth F. Goodall, Margaret (Lazenby)? “ancient” Salem wid Robert G? Herrick, Mary 16 Wenham d John & Mary (Readington) H. Hewes, Betty Hill, Mary 25 Salem d Zebulon H.; niece Elaenor Babson Hobbs, Deliverance c 50 Topsfield m William H.; stepm Abigail H. Hubbard, Elizabeth 17 Salem Village d Benjamin H.; niece of Rachel Griggs Hutchinson, Jane (Phillips) 20s Salem Village m Benjamin H. Indian, John Salem Village m Tituba, slave of Rev. Parris ]

  [image: Name of Afflicted Age Residence Relations Lewis, Mercy 17 Salem Village d Phillip L.; Tom Putnam’s maid, had worked for Rev. Burroughs Maccarter, Rebecca (Meacham) 30s Salem m John M. Marshall, Mary (Swain) (Clark) 50? Reading wid Thomas Clark & Edward Marshall Martin, Abigail 16 Andover d Samuel Martin Parris, Elizabeth (Eldridge) Sr. c44 Salem Village m Rev. Samuel Parris; d = Elizabeth Parris Jr. Parris, Elizabeth Jr. (Betty) 9 Salem Village d Rev. Samuel & Elizabeth P. Phelpes, Sarah 9 Andover d Samuel Phelpes; cs = Phebe Chandler Pickworth, Mary 17 Salem d John P. Pope, Bethshua (Folger) 30s Salem m Joseph Pope Putnam, Ann (Carr) Sr. 31 Salem Village m Thomas P;. d = Ann P. Jr. Putnam, Ann Jr. 12 Salem Village d Thos. &amp; Ann Putnam Rea, Jemima 12 Salem Village d Daniel Rea Reddington, Mary (Gould) c71 Topsfield Ring, Joseph 2~1 Amesbury Sargent, Mary (Duncan) 33? Gloucester m William S., the J.P. Sheldon, Susannah 18 Salem d William S. Short, Mercy 17 Boston d Clement &amp; Faith Short Sprague, Martha 16 Andover d Phineas &amp; Mary Sprague; stepd Job Tyler, niece of Eliz. Paine *Swan, Timothy 29 Andover/Haverhill Thorne, Mary c 14 Ipswich Towne, Rebecca Topsfield d William &amp; Mary T.; aunts = Sarah Cloyce, Mary Esty, Rebecca Nurse W. . ., Capt. . . [57?] [Rowley?] [d = Frances [Wycomb, Daniel?] Wycomb] Walcott, Mary 17 Salem Village d Jonathan &amp; Mary W. warren, Mary 20 Salem the Proctors’ hired girl Watkins, Mary Milton d Thomas &amp; Mary W.; Swifts’ hired girl]

  [image: Name of Afflicted Age Residence Relations Weston, Elizabeth 29? Reading d John Weston Whetford, ...(...) Salem i.e. “Goody Whetford” Wilkins, Bray c81 Salem Village grf of all Wilkinses below &amp; Eliz. (Wilkins) Booth; grs- in-law = John Willard *Wilkins, Daniel 17 Salem Village s Henry &amp; Rebecca W.; uncle = John Willard; bro Eliz. Booth, Rebecca W. Wilkins, Rebecca Salem Village d Henry &amp; Rebecca W.; sis Eliz. Booth & Daniel W. Wilkins, Samuel 19 Salem Village s Samuel W. Sr. ♦Williams, Abigail 11 Salem Village niece of Rev. Parris Woodwell, Elizabeth Salem Wycomb, Frances 20? Rowley d Capt. Daniel Wycomb [Capt. W.] Also: “Peter Tufts’s Negro woman Medford (Nannee?) “a girl at Pitman’s” Manchester Rule, Margaret (1693) 20? Boston d John &amp; Emm R.]


  APPENDIX C

  Salem Village Church Membership during the Time of Samuel Parris

  

  
    
    
    
    
    
      	Nov. 19, 1689
      	
      	1. Samuel Parris
      	1. Elizabeth Parris
    

    
      	
      	
      	2. Nathaniel Putnam
      	2. Rebecca Putnam
    

    
      	
      	
      	3. John Putnam
      	3. Anna Wilkins
    

    
      	
      	
      	4. Bray Wilkins
      	4. Sarah Rea
    

    
      	
      	
      	5. Joshua Rea
      	5. Hannah Putnam
    

    
      	
      	
      	6. Nathaniel Ingersoll
      	6. Sarah Putnam
    

    
      	
      	
      	7. Peter Cloyse
      	7. Sarah Putnam
    

    
      	
      	
      	8. Thomas Putnam
      	8. Deliverance Walcott
    

    
      	
      	
      	9. John Putnam Jr.
      	9. Persis Way
    

    
      	
      	
      	10. Edward Putnam
      	10. Mary Abbie
    

    
      	
      	
      	11. Jonathan Putnam
      	
    

    
      	
      	
      	12. Benjamin Putnam
      	
    

    
      	
      	
      	13. Ezekiel Cheever
      	
    

    
      	
      	
      	14. Henry Wilkins
      	
    

    
      	
      	
      	15. Benjamin Wilkins
      	
    

    
      	
      	
      	16. William Way
      	
    

    
      	
      	
      	17. Peter Prescott
      	
    

    
      	
      	
      	18. [Samuel Abbie]
      	
    

    
      	Jan. 9, 1689/90
      	
      	19. Abraham Walcott
      	
    

    
      	
      	
      	20. Zechariah Goodale
      	
    

    
      	Jan. 12, 1689/90
      	
      	
      	11. Sarah Cloyse
    

    
      	Feb. 9, 1689/90
      	
      	
      	12. Elizabeth Cutler
    

    
      	Feb. 16, 1689/90
      	
      	
      	13. Priscilla Wilkins
    

    
      	
      	
      	21. Aaron Way
      	14. Mary Way
    

    
      	
      	
      	
      	15. Mary Putnam
    

    
      	
      	
      	22. James Putnam
      	16. Mary Flint
    

    
      	Mar. 2, 1689/90
      	
      	23. Samuel Nurse
      	17. Lydia Putnam
    

    
      	
      	
      	24. John Tarbell
      	
    

    
      	Mar. 16, 1689/90
      	
      	25. Thomas Wilkins
      	
    

    
      	
      	
      	26. Samuel Sibley
      	
    

    
      	Mar. 23, 1689/90
      	
      	
      	19. Mary Nurse
    

    
      	
      	
      	
      	20. Hannah Holten
    

    
      	Mar. 30, 1690
      	
      	27. George Flint
      	21. Elizabeth Flint
    

    
      	
      	
      	
      	22. Ruth Fuller
    

    
      	Apr. 27, 1690
      	
      	
      	23. Lydia Hutchinson
    

    
      	
      	
      	
      	24. Martha Corey
    

    
      	
      	
      	
      	25. Mary Sibley
    

    
      	May 25, 1690
      	
      	
      	26. Sarah Bishop
    

    
      	June 8, 1690
      	
      	
      	27. Abigail Cheever
    

    
      	Aug. 10, 1690
      	
      	
      	28. Elizabeth Gould
    

    
      	May 31, 1691
      	
      	
      	29. Hannah Wilkins
    

    
      	
      	
      	
      	30. Sarah Fuller
    

    
      	June 4, 1691
      	
      	
      	31. Ann Putnam
    

    
      	July 12, 1691
      	
      	
      	32. Abigail Walcott
    

    
      	
      	
      	
      	33. Elizabeth Buxton
    

    
      	
      	
      	
      	34. Abigail Holten
    

    
      	Aug. 30, 1691
      	
      	
      	35. Hannah Wilkins
    

    
      	July 23, 1693
      	
      	28. Joseph Whipple
      	
    

    
      	
      	
      	“on 1 Nov. next”
      	
    

    
      	Sept. 17, 1693
      	
      	
      	36. Sarah Prince
    

    
      	Sept. 24, 1693
      	
      	
      	37. Hannah Ingersoll
    

    
      	Mar. 11, 1694
      	
      	29. Jonathan Wilkins
      	
    

    
      	Jan. 27, 1694/95
      	
      	
      	38. Mary Wheldon
    

    
      	May 31, 1695
      	
      	30. Thomas Fuller
      	
    

    
      	Oct. 8, 1695
      	Peter & Sarah Cloyse dismissed to Marlborough.
      	
    

    
      	May 31, 1696
      	
      	
      	39. Mary Hutchinson
    

    
      	
      	
      	
      	40. Hannah Putnam
    

    
      	Oct. 11, 1696
      	William & Persis Way, Aaron & Mary Way dismissed to Dorchester Church.
    

  


  APPENDIX D

  Petitioners for the Accused

  These lists name people who signed petitions on behalf of the various accused, but does not include additional people who also testified in court or who wrote favorable depositions.

  Two Petitions for Rebecca Nurse

  Aborn, Samuel Jr.

  Andrews, Daniel

  Andrews, Sarah

  Bishop, Edward Sr.

  Bishop, Hannah

  Buxton, Elizabeth

  Cloyse, Peter

  Cook, Elizabeth

  Cook, Isaac

  Endicott, Samuel

  Felton, Nathaniel Sr.

  Holton, Joseph Sr.

  Holten, Joseph Jr.

  Hutchinson, Joseph

  Hutchinson, Lydia

  Leach, Sarah

  Osborne, Hannah

  Osborn, William

  Philips, Margaret

  Phillips, Tabitha

  Phillips, Walter Sr.

  Porter, Elizabeth

  Porter, Israel

  Putnam, Benjamin

  Putnam, Jonathan

  Putnam, Joseph

  Putnam, Lydia

  Putnam, Rebecca

  Putnam, Sarah

  Rea, Daniel

  Rea, Hepzibah

  Rea, Joshua

  Rea, Sarah

  Sibley, Samuel

  Swinnerton, Esther

  Swinnerton, Job

  A Petition for John Proctor, and Another for John and Elizabeth Proctor

  Andrews, John Sr.

  Andrews, John Jr.

  Andrews, Thomas (of Ip.)

  Andrews, William

  Burnham, John Sr.

  Burnham, John Jr.

  Butler, William

  Choate, John

  Choate, Thomas

  Cogswell, John Sr.

  Cogswell, John Jr.

  Cogswell, Jonathan

  Cogswell, William Sr.

  Cogswell, William Jr.

  Endicott, Hannah

  Endicott, Samuel

  Eveleth, Joseph

  Fellows, John

  Felton, John

  Felton, Nathaniel Sr.

  Felton, Nathaniel Jr.

  Felton, Mary

  Foster, Isaac

  Fraile, Samuel

  Gaskell, Edward

  Gaskell, Provided

  Gaskell, Samuel

  Gidding, Samuel

  Goodhue, William

  Holten, James

  Holten, Ruth

  Locker, George

  Lovkin, Thomas

  Low, Thomas Sr.

  Marsh, Mary

  Marsh, Priscilla

  Marsh, Samuel

  Marsh, Zachariah

  Marshall, Benjamin

  Perkins, Isaac

  Perkins, Nathaniel

  Smith, George

  Stone, Samuel

  Story, William

  Thomson, William

  Varney, Thomas

  White, James

  Wise, John (Rev.)

  Petition for Mary Bradbury

  Allen, Benjamin Sr.

  Allen (wife of Benj.)

  Allen, Benjamin Jr.

  Allen, James

  Allen, John

  Allen, Mary

  Allen, Rachel

  Allen, William (of Ip.)

  Ambrose, Henry

  Ambrose (wife of Henry)

  Bill, Samuel

  Bill (wife of Saml.)

  Brown, Abraham

  Brown (wife of Abe.)

  Brown, Hannah

  Brown Henry Sr.

  Brown (wife of Henry Sr.)

  Brown, Nathaniel

  Buswell, Isaac

  Buswell (wife of Isaac)

  Buswell, Sarah

  Buswell, William

  Carr, Elizabeth

  Carr, William

  Clough, John

  Clough (wife of John)

  Clough, Thomas

  Clough (wife of Thos.)

  Colby, Samuel

  Conner, John

  Conner (wife of Jn.)

  Conner, Sarah

  Downer, Robert

  Downer, Sarah

  Eastman, Ann

  Eastman, Benjamin

  Eastman, Elizabeth (Sr.)

  Eastman, Elizabeth (Jr.)

  Eastman, John

  Eastman, Nathaniel

  Eastman, Roger

  Eastman, Samuel

  Eastman, Sarah

  Eaton, Ephraim

  Eaton, Joseph

  Eaton, Mary

  Evans, Hannah

  Evans, Thomas

  Fellows, Abigail

  Fellows, Samuel Sr.

  Fellows, Samuel Jr.

  Fletcher, Joseph

  Fletcher (wife of Jos.)

  French, Abigail

  French, John Sr.

  French, Joseph

  French, Mary

  French, Samuel

  French (wife of Sml.)

  Gatchell, Elizabeth

  Greley, Andrew

  Greley (wife of And.)

  Greley, Philip

  Greley (wife of Philip)

  Hacket, Sarah

  Hooke, Elizabeth

  Hooke, William

  Long, Richard

  Long (wife of Rich.)

  Maxfield, Elizabeth

  Maxfield, John

  Moody, Daniel

  Moody, Elizabeth

  Morrill, Isaac

  Morrill, Jacob

  Morrill, Phoebe

  Morrill, Susannah

  Osgood, Abigail

  Osgood, William

  Page, Joseph

  Page, Onesiphris

  Page (wife of On.)

  Pike, Martha

  Ring, Hannah

  Ring, Jarvis

  Severance, Lydia

  Severance, Nathaniel

  Severance (wife of Nath.)

  Severance, Susannah

  Smith, Richard

  Smith (wife of Rich.)

  Stevens, Dorothy

  Stevens, Hannah

  Stevens, Joanna

  Steven, John

  Stevens, Nathaniel

  Stevens (wife of Nath.)

  Thomson, John

  Tongue, Steven

  Tongue (wife of Ste.)

  True, Joseph

  True (wife of Jos.)

  Tucker, Benony

  Tucker, Ebenezer

  Tucker, Moses?

  Watson, John

  Watson (wife of John)

  Whittier, Mary

  Whittier, Nathaniel

  Winsley, Ephraim

  Winsley, Mary

  Four Petitions for Several Accused in Andover

  Abbott, George

  Abbott, John Jr.

  Abbott, William

  Asselby, John

  Ballard, William

  Barker, Ebenezer

  Barker, John

  Barnard, Elizabeth

  Barnard, Thomas (Rev.)

  Barnott, Stephen

  Blanchard, Samuel

  Bradstreet, Ann

  Bradstreet, Dudley

  Bridges, John

  Chandler, Bridget

  Chandler, John

  Chandler, Thomas Jr.

  Chandler, William Sr.

  Chandler, William Jr.

  Dane, Francis Sr. (Rev.)

  Dane, Francis Jr.

  Dane, Hannah

  Dane, Johnson

  Dane, Nathaniel

  Davis, Ephraim

  Fry, James

  Fry, John

  Hoult, Oliver

  Hoult, Samuel

  Hooper, John

  Hooper, Thomas

  Ingalls, Henry Sr.

  Ingalls, Henry Jr.

  Ingalls, John

  Ingalls, Samuel

  Johnson, Mary

  Johnson, Thomas Sr.

  Marble, Joseph

  Marston, John

  Martin, Samuel

  Osgood, Christopher

  Osgood, Hooker

  Peters, Andrew

  Peters, Mary

  Peters, Samuel

  Peters, William

  Poor, Daniel

  Preston, John

  Robinson, Joseph

  Robinson, Phebe

  Russell, James

  Russell, Mary

  Russell, Robert

  Stevens, Benjamin

  Stevens, Elizabeth

  Stevens, Ephraim

  Stevens, Joseph

  Tyler, Hopestill

  Wright, Elizabeth

  Wright, Walter

  Johnson, Thomas Jr.


  APPENDIX E

  Persons Known To Have Entered Complaints against Witch Suspects (Accuser is in boldface, accused in lightface)

  Babson, Ebenezer

  Dicer, Elizabeth

  Prince, Margaret

  Ballard, Joseph

  Lacy, Mary Sr.

  Lacy, Mary Jr.

  Bragg, Henry

  Carroll, Hannah

  Cole, Sarah (of Salem)

  Brown, Mary

  Cole, Sarah (of Lynn)

  Buxton, John

  Abbott, Nehemiah Jr.

  Bishop, Edward

  Bishop, Sarah

  Black, Mary

  Esty, Mary

  English, Mary

  Hobbs, Deliverance

  Hobbs, William

  Wildes, Sarah

  Cheever, Ezekiel

  Bishop, Bridget

  Corey, Giles

  Hobbs, Abigail

  Warren, Mary

  Dodd, Thomas

  Frost, Nicholas

  Foster, Ephraim

  Howard, John

  Jackson, John Sr.

  Jackson, John Jr.

  Hill, Zebulon

  Penney, Joan

  Holten, Joseph

  Abbott, Nehemiahjr.

  Alden, John

  Carrier, Martha

  Flood, John

  Fosdick, Elizabeth

  How, Elizabeth

  Proctor, William

  Read, Wilmot

  Rice, Sarah

  Toothaker, Mary

  Hutchinson, Benjamin

  Cary, Elizabeth

  Esty, Mary

  Hutchinson, Joseph

  Good, Sarah
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