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 Preface

 


"A question that creates
doubt in some can, after careful investigation, build faith in
others." - Dieter
F. Uchtdorf

 


"It’s natural to have
questions - the acorn of honest inquiry has often sprouted and
matured into a great oak of understanding." - Dieter
F. Uchtdorf

 


The thoughts expressed herein are a
compilation of several years of pondering many questions. The date
displayed in the title is not the date all these ideas came to my
mind, but rather the date I began making a concentrated effort to
compile what I consider to be a string of related thoughts.

 


Incidentally, the date appearing in the title
of this book is also my mother's birthday. She and I have shared a
long history of deep discussions about almost every subject in the
human experience. I am sure it is no coincidence that on her
birthday, I am the one receiving the gift of a flood of inspiration
from God. This flood of understanding has poured into my mind and
heart almost without interruption for several weeks. It will be
2016 before this book is published.

 


When God promises to open the windows of
heaven and pour out a blessing such that there is not room enough
to receive it, I can testify that he is not merely speaking of
material or temporal blessings. He is speaking mostly of knowledge
and understanding and gifts of the spirit, things that have eternal
value and pay eternal dividends.

 


I left off from working on this book for
about two months to publish three short works. One is a personal
experience regarding a deceased relative I had never before known
in mortal life. That experience occurred Friday morning, 18
September 2015 and is recorded in my book, Dream Log
2015.09.18.0900. The others are two short books I
published for a close family friend in the Philippines, named Daisy
A. Delfin. During the process of transcribing, formatting, and
publishing her books - Testimony of
Sister Daisy A. Delfin and Extraordinary
Experiences of Sister Daisy A. Delfin - I discovered the
Lord has given me a spiritual gift that I had not heretofore known
was mine.

 


I discovered the gift by exercising it
without even knowing I was applying it. Now, I am grateful to see
clearly how it is one more fulfillment of my patriarchal blessing.
I am excited and happy about it. These simple joys help me endure
periods of adversity.

 


I hope I can develop and apply further
spiritual gifts, talents, and abilities in the preparation and
publication of this book and many more to come.

 


Please bear in mind that the content of this
work is by no means a representation of official doctrine. This
work is my sole responsibility and expresses my personal
opinions.

 


My thoughts are subject to refinement and
correction as I learn more. This is a work in progress. I make a
written record for myself, as I am prone to forget many ideas if I
do not write them down and reflect upon them from time to time. I
share this work for the sake of posterity, and because I hope to
address questions others may have, and perhaps lead others who are
more intelligent and more inspired than me to find further
understanding and see with more accurate perspectives.

 


Most importantly, I share this work hoping
all who read it will turn to God with their concerns and questions.
I am aware that God teaches us line upon line, precept upon
precept, here a little and there a little.

 


I pray this work will illustrate that all
things, including mysteries we cannot yet understand, questions we
cannot yet answer, phenomena we cannot yet explain, and oppositions
we cannot yet fathom, ultimately point to the existence of a living
God and his miraculous plan of happiness whereby mankind may escape
and overcome evil and become like God.

 


After all, God's work and glory is to bring
to pass the immortality and eternal life of man (see Moses
1:39). Everything God does supports that. Everything the
adversary does opposes that.

 


Brother Tad R.
Callister, Sunday School General President for The
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, wrote an article
titled 
5 Ways to Become a "Teacher Come from God", dated 21
July 2015. In his article he shares five insights. His third
insight, "Read the scriptures first," is the one that touched me
most profoundly. It is an insight I feel applies to my own process
of learning by study and also by faith (see 
Doctrine and Covenants 88:118). Brother Callister
states: 
1

 


"I have found that when I read the scriptures
and have a question, there is often the temptation to go
immediately to the commentaries for the answer. But if I restrain
myself from doing that and instead wrestle with the issue, usually
some personal inspiration will come. Sometimes the answer I get is
the same as in the commentary, but now the answer is mine, not
theirs. Other times I may gain an insight that was customized for
me and is different from the commentaries.

 


"If I had gone straight to the commentaries,
I would have lost those benefits. President Marion G. Romney made
this candid observation: 'When I drink from a spring I like to get
the water where it comes out of the ground, not down the stream
after the cattle have waded in it' (quoted by Elder J. Richard
Clark, 'My
Soul Delighteth in the Scriptures', Oct. 1982 general
conference)."

 



 Setting the
Tone

 


Please allow me to share a few verses of
scripture that I hope will set an appropriate tone for this
work:

 


"It is impossible for a man to be saved in
ignorance." (Doctrine
and Covenants 131:6)

 


"Whom shall he teach knowledge? and whom
shall he make to understand doctrine? them that are weaned from the
milk, and drawn from the breasts. For precept must be upon precept,
precept upon precept; line upon line, line upon line; here a
little, and there a little." (Isaiah
28:9-10)

 


"For he that diligently seeketh shall find;
and the mysteries of God shall be unfolded unto them, by the power
of the Holy Ghost, as well in these times as in times of old, and
as well in times of old as in times to come; wherefore, the course
of the Lord is one eternal round." (1
Nephi 10:19)

 


"O that cunning plan of the evil one! O the
vainness, and the frailties, and the foolishness of men! When they
are learned they think they are wise, and they hearken not unto the
counsel of God, for they set it aside, supposing they know of
themselves, wherefore, their wisdom is foolishness and it profiteth
them not. And they shall perish. But to be learned is good if they
hearken unto the counsels of God." (2
Nephi 2:28-29)

 


"Yea, he that repenteth and exerciseth faith,
and bringeth forth good works, and prayeth continually without
ceasing - unto such it is given to know the mysteries of God; yea,
unto such it shall be given to reveal things which never have been
revealed; yea, and it shall be given unto such to bring thousands
of souls to repentance, even as it has been given unto us to bring
these our brethren to repentance." (Alma
26:22)

 


"Bring ye all the tithes into the storehouse,
that there may be meat in mine house, and prove me now herewith,
saith the Lord of hosts, if I will not open you the windows of
heaven, and pour you out a blessing, that there shall not be room
enough to receive it." (Malachi
3:10; 3 Nephi
24:10)

 


"Seek not for riches but for wisdom, and
behold, the mysteries of God shall be unfolded unto you, and then
shall you be made rich. Behold, he that hath eternal life is rich."
(Doctrine
and Covenants 6:7; 11:7)

 


"And all Saints who remember to keep and do
these sayings, walking in obedience to the commandments, shall
receive health in their navel and marrow to their bones; And shall
find wisdom and great treasures of knowledge, even hidden
treasures; And shall run and not be weary, and shall walk and not
faint. And I, the Lord, give unto them a promise, that the
destroying angel shall pass by them, as the children of Israel, and
not slay them. Amen." (Doctrine
and Covenants 89:18-21)

 


"The power and authority of the higher, or
Melchizedek Priesthood, is to hold the keys of all the spiritual
blessings of the Church - To have the privilege of receiving the
mysteries of the kingdom of heaven, to have the heavens opened unto
them, to commune with the general assembly and church of the
Firstborn, and to enjoy the communion and presence of God the
Father, and Jesus the mediator of the new covenant." (Doctrine
and Covenants 107:18-19)

 


"God shall give unto you knowledge by his
Holy Spirit, yea, by the unspeakable gift of the Holy Ghost, that
has not been revealed since the world was until now; Which our
forefathers have awaited with anxious expectation to be revealed in
the last times, which their minds were pointed to by the angels, as
held in reserve for the fulness of their glory; A time to come in
the which nothing shall be withheld, whether there be one God or
many gods, they shall be manifest. All thrones and dominions,
principalities and powers, shall be revealed and set forth upon all
who have endured valiantly for the gospel of Jesus Christ. And
also, if there be bounds set to the heavens or to the seas, or to
the dry land, or to the sun, moon, or stars - All the times of
their revolutions, all the appointed days, months, and years, and
all the days of their days, months, and years, and all their
glories, laws, and set times, shall be revealed in the days of the
dispensation of the fulness of times - According to that which was
ordained in the midst of the Council of the Eternal God of all
other gods before this world was, that should be reserved unto the
finishing and the end thereof, when every man shall enter into his
eternal presence and into his immortal rest." (Doctrine
and Covenants 121:26-32)

 


"And now Alma began to expound these things
unto him, saying: It is given unto many to know the mysteries of
God; nevertheless they are laid under a strict command that they
shall not impart only according to the portion of his word which he
doth grant unto the children of men, according to the heed and
diligence which they give unto him. And therefore, he that will
harden his heart, the same receiveth the lesser portion of the
word; and he that will not harden his heart, to him is given the
greater portion of the word, until it is given unto him to know the
mysteries of God until he know them in full." (Alma
12:9-10)

 


"But God hath revealed them unto us by his
Spirit: for the Spirit searcheth all things, yea, the deep things
of God." (1
Corinthians 2:10)

 


"But the natural man receiveth not the things
of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness unto him: neither
can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned."
(1
Corinthians 2:14)

 


"But Alma said unto him: Thou hast had signs
enough; will ye tempt your God? Will ye say, Show unto me a sign,
when ye have the testimony of all these thy brethren, and also all
the holy prophets? The scriptures are laid before thee, yea, and
all things denote there is a God; yea, even the earth, and all
things that are upon the face of it, yea, and its motion, yea, and
also all the planets which move in their regular form do witness
that there is a Supreme Creator." (Alma
30:44)

 


"Yea, verily I say unto you, in that day when
the Lord shall come, he shall reveal all things - Things which have
passed, and hidden things which no man knew, things of the earth,
by which it was made, and the purpose and the end thereof - Things
most precious, things that are above, and things that are beneath,
things that are in the earth, and upon the earth, and in heaven."
(Doctrine
and Covenants 101:32-34)

 


"The English word revelation is
translated from a Greek word apocalypse, meaning to make
known or uncover. This is in contrast to apocrypha, which
connotes covered or concealed. Divine revelation is one of the
grandest concepts and principles of the gospel of Jesus Christ, for
without it, man could not know of the things of God and could not
be saved with any degree of salvation in the eternities. Continuous
revelation from God to His Saints, through the Holy Ghost or by
other means, such as visions, dreams, or visitations, makes
possible daily guidance along true paths and leads the faithful
soul to complete and eternal salvation in the celestial kingdom.
The principle of gaining knowledge by revelation is the principle
of salvation. It is the making known of divine truth by
communication with the heavens and consists not only of revelation
of the plan of salvation to the Lord’s prophets but also a
confirmation in the hearts of the believers that the revelation to
the prophets is true. It also consists of individual guidance for
every person who seeks for it and follows the prescribed course of
faith, repentance, and obedience to the gospel of Jesus Christ.
'The Holy Ghost is a revelator,' said Joseph Smith, and 'no man can
receive the Holy Ghost without receiving revelations' (HC 6:58).
Without revelation, all would be guesswork, darkness, and
confusion.

 


"In the Lord’s Church the First Presidency
and the Council of the Twelve are prophets, seers, and revelators
to the Church and to the world. In addition, every person may
receive personal revelation for his own benefit. It is contrary to
the laws of God for any person to receive revelation for those
higher in authority (see D&C
28:2-8; 
100:11; 
107:91-92)." (Bible
Dictionary: Revelation) 2

 


One might also benefit from Elder James E.
Faust's October 1985 General Conference address, 
The Abundant Life. 
3

 




Log Entry
Date 2015.08.31.1800

 


At or around 1800 hours, Monday, 31 August
2015, I received what I consider personal revelation
that expounded to my mind a concept I had been pondering regarding
thrones of our Heavenly Father and the possibility that they are
positioned at the centers of the innumerable and ever increasing
galaxies he has created and is creating through his Firstling,
Jesus Christ. I am beginning to understand, from this, what my
patriarch friend, who was a counselor in a temple presidency, meant
when he cautioned that we cannot discuss some of the images called
to mind by the words of LDS Hymn 97: 
Lead, Kindly Light. 
4

 


I believe Heavenly Father explained a little
more to me about what that hymn addresses, and I am instructed not
to divulge what was given to me regarding the matter. So, why would
I even mention I have learned something I can't discuss?

 


I mention it because I am trying to follow
the example of many in the scriptures who have gone before me, who
had things shown unto them and were forbidden to write them or
utter them, but expressed the fact that there is much more to know
of Godly things than can be shared with the world (see 1
Nephi 14:28; Alma
12:9-11; 3
Nephi 26:11, 16-18;
3
Nephi 27:23).

 


I mention it because I want readers to
understand and be encouraged by the fact that even though they,
like me, may not be renowned or hold any station of grandeur as far
as the world is concerned, they can be every bit as loved by and
have as much audience with Heavenly Father as any of his prophets
throughout the ages.

 


I am trying to say no matter who you are, you
can develop a personal relationship with your Heavenly Father. As
you develop the desire and apply faith to study and learn, he will
teach you in a manner you can understand. He will answer your
deepest questions and expand to your soul great spiritual vistas
the mortal mind alone cannot conceive, and in this you will see
that your worth is great in the sight of God (see Doctrine
and Covenants 18:10 and Moses
1:13-14).

 


As far as other matters which I am not
forbidden to discuss, I will share as much as I can express. I
share what I can as my personal opinion, not as doctrine. I am not
a prophet or an apostle. I have no right to speak for the
Church.

 


Beyond giving my opinions and asking
questions, all I can do is share my personal testimony that The
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints is the only true and
living church on the earth, and all are invited to repent and be
baptized into said Church and enjoy the fullness of the Gospel of
Jesus Christ and all the fruits of the Spirit that come
thereby.
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