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			Dedication

			
		
    This book completes the trilogy that began with "Self-Inflicted Limitation" and "A Father." Based on real-life experiences, "The Black Sheep" highlights the importance of perspective in stories, as it narrates my father's experiences and how they molded his view on life. We often become attached to a given narrative when it is proposed to us without seeking to hear opposing opinions, leading us to disengage with philosophical dilemmas. Thus, in this piece, I distinctly provide a more emotionally charged writing style in the form of self-reflection to induce a sense of understanding from visiting the trilogy in a third-person perspective.
 
"The Black Sheep" was written solely by Mithun Sudarshan and dedicated to his father. His father was a great inspiration to him while writing this piece, as he was able to reflect on the past connection they had throughout his early years. Going into adulthood, he has had the opportunity to rekindle his relationship, learn to understand both sides of the story and widen his perspective. He is grateful for his father's support in writing the book as it details all aspects of life, the cruelties we face, and the decisions we are often forced to make, no matter what the consequences will be.
 
Mithun's passion for writing came from his mentor, who encouraged him to develop this hobby into an opportunity. He was deeply moved during his teen years in a world of uncertainties, focusing primarily on what needed to be accomplished, which was publicizing his early experiences for others to learn from and relate to.
 
Being demoralized by his educational career, there was no hope in him wanting to branch out and explore the field of creative writing until he was given this confidence boost. To this, he is grateful for that piece of advice, which he initially didn't take with a hint of seriousness, to now establishing himself as a published author.
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"Our perspectives on life either categorize us among the herd or set us apart from it..."
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Decisions – Prominence – Freedom
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The Finale

AUTHOR'S BIOGRAPHY

Mithun Sudarshan is a 21-year-old author who grew up in the cold streets of Scarborough and strives to promote moral teachings in his works. Growing up in Toronto Housing was not an easy or uplifting experience for the most part, as he had to mature faster and make the right decisions because his future life depended on it.
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He is primarily a self-improvement, fiction/non-fiction writer and autobiographer passionate about leaving a legacy behind in his writings. He strives to display a voice for the youth to listen to and become inspired by as he grew up in a community without influential figures.
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Several factors have influenced him to take his path, and he credits the trauma he experienced in the world. In doing so, he could document his thoughts and emotions and convey them in words and speech that others could relate to and sympathize with.
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He believes that people should be conscious of themselves wholly, as others often misunderstand and look over many elements in our daily lives. This brings into perspective the importance of self-reflection, which Mithun stresses so heavily in his literature. Understanding that we can control our minds and manifest what we want is a superpower that can maximize our true potential if tapped into. However, learning to do so takes much research, discussion, critical thinking, open-mindedness, and detachment from the material world.
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Mithun has been writing quotes, articles, speeches, and books. He has recently delved into the world of poetry, thoroughly adventuring into the unknown of creative writing and letting his imagination run freely. In doing so, he has successfully crafted works that are appreciated today. His initial thinking for partaking in this side hobby was to have his beliefs, experiences, and thoughts documented forever, but more so to make a difference in at least one young person's life out there reading his work.
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He stands true to himself and acknowledges where he came from, and he desires to let others who may be in similar shoes receive some introspection on how they can fight their way out of their struggles. From teenage homelessness to malnourishment, to experiencing traumatic violent actions, to enduring the harsh cruelties of the world head-on with no prior knowledge, he was a clueless young boy who had to fend for himself. He felt scared and lonely with nobody to go to when he needed help and was taught not to ask for help because it wasn't right.
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Thus, he has chosen to spread his message to the youth and pave his path, creating the reputation of a strong leader in his community. The influence he has attained has assisted him in accomplishing goals that his teenage self once aspired to achieve.
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Now, this did not come without trials and tribulations. Life has been brutal for young Mithun, forcing him to learn from his mistakes and mentor the generations through his experiences. Thus, to this day, he strives to publicize his testimony so that others do not fall into similar circumstances as he did, no matter what they begin in life.
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These are just some things that have influenced him to become who he is today. We all struggle, but it's about those who can stand above that and achieve great things. Those who experience hurt and pain and choose to allow others to feel the same way when they can prevent that are those who have the potential to be good but lack the mindset. Instead, this would be a man who is relatively satisfied with others facing the same fate as himself.
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The man who experiences trauma and channels his emotions into something positive that impacts the world has successfully fulfilled life's greatest purpose from Mithun's perspective. This is fundamental to being a decent and moral person by his standards. His strong beliefs and discipline allow him to continue pushing forward in this uphill battle against adversity while urging others going through unfortunate circumstances to carry the torch with him instead of falling down the wrong path and getting caught up in things they may regret shortly.
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His simple analogy is this: there are two roads in life. One is an off-ramp to a highway with speeding cars, all fighting to merge into each other's lanes to arrive at the same destination, which is paradise. It has everything you ever wanted in life. However, this route is dangerous because you know how aggressive everyone else is in getting there.
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But there's another route: a long road stretching for miles of which you see your friends going down. So, you choose to follow them since it seems safer, but there is a dead end. Will you follow these friends off into the abyss of the foreseeable cliff, or will you realize where this is headed and turn back on this one-way road?
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Nobody said it would be easy or safe to turn around and return to the fork, but it's your only other choice. You can go off-road onto the dirt and grass to avoid the oncoming vehicles, and it may damage your car in the process, but it will all be worth it to get you back on to the right road in life.
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Mithun attributes this philosophical analogy to the greater aspect of life: to associate anything materialistic with the symbol of friends going down the wrong path. This may bring you temporary pleasure but not eternal satisfaction and contentment, as you never truly challenged yourself in this life to reach your maximum potential.
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Rather, you chose the easier, safer option, which led you away from truly understanding what's within you because of the fear of being shot down and your 'unrealistic' dreams misleading you to your demise.
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He affirms with conviction, but one passage that highlights everything;
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"People won't remember you for the money you made or left
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