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In memory of Renee Good and Alex Pretti, murdered for speaking out and standing up to injustice during dangerous times. America will not forget you, and the good guys will mourn you, for you were both on the right side of history.
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Over the years, we have written many books on the paranormal. For some, we conducted extensive studies firsthand, and for others, simply researched existing archives and spoken to many people. Our first three books—Louisville’s Strange and Unusual Haunts, Kentucky’s Haunted Mansions, and Indiana’s Strange and Unusual Haunts—have been out of print for several years. We intend to add new stories we have discovered to these tomes in the future, and republish them with Nightmare Press.

In the meantime, Jenny has decided to compile ten more of her favorite stories spanning the decade we have dedicated to paranormal research, as well as researching that which is strange and unusual. For this third installment, she has even included work from her memoirs and Death and Lipstick. These stories have been re-edited and expanded in accordance with whatever might have changed. We hope those of you who have followed our work over the last ten years enjoy this little collection; and we hope those of you who are new to our work decide to join our other followers. 

Thank you for ten years of support, and here’s to many more,

Jacob and Jenny Floyd

The Frightening Floyds

F. SCOTT FITZGERALD 

AND

THE SEELBACH HOTEL

(from Haunts of Hollywood Stars and Starlets)

[image: Fitzgerald.jpg]

Louisville natives who are into the paranormal know the ghost stories about the Seelbach Hotel. Its history is rich and sketchy; classy and criminal; elegant and eerie, and many people have made various claims of experiencing paranormal activity within it. The hotel is also the final stop on a local ghost tour called the Louisville Ghost Walk. There is also a night manager there who can tell you all the haunted comings and goings he has heard about and witnessed for himself, if you can catch him on the right night. We too had our own experiences there and wrote about them in our first book, Louisville's Strange and Unusual Haunts. Off and on, we visit the hotel, just for fun, and to see if we can dig up anymore ghost tales. We also like to ask about the history and some of the famous names that stayed there in the past.

One of our favorite occupants from days gone by is novelist F. Scott Fitzgerald, who wrote many jazz-age novels and short stories about the opulence and excess that prevailed in the Roaring Twenties. Though he often lived in the shadow of friend and contemporary Ernest Hemingway, many rank him among the greatest novelists of his generation.

His time spent in Louisville inspired his iconic novel, The Great Gatsby. Even more specifically, the novel's "Muhlbach Hotel," took inspiration from the Seelbach Hotel. Though Fitzgerald never confirmed this, the similarities are certainly there, and it is known that he spent time at Louisville's Camp Zachary Taylor while he was in the army. During that period, he spent a lot of time visiting the Seelbach, and some say that’s where he got significant inspiration for the novel.

He wasn't a Hollywood star. but his work influenced Hollywood films, with five film adaptations of The Great Gatsby made: 1926, 1949, 1974, 2000 (made-for-TV), and 2013. The Beautiful and Damned was adapted to film in 1922, Tender is the Night in 1962, television in 1985, and stage by The Fountain Theatre in 1995; and his unfinished novel, The Last Tycoon, was adapted to numerous media and entertainment outlets with the most notable being the 1976 film starring Robert DeNiro. His 1922 short story, "The Curious Case of Benjamin Button" was adapted to film in 2008, starring Brad Pitt. It was both a commercial and critical success and won three of the thirteen Academy Awards nominations it received: Best Art Direction, Best Makeup, and Best Visual Effects. So, even if Fitzgerald himself was not a Hollywood name, his work gained enough success in Tinseltown to earn him a spot in its legacy.

Francis Scott Key Fitzgerald, named after his second cousin, Francis Scott Key (another man with family ties to Kentucky), the man who wrote the "Star Spangled Banner," was born on September 24th, 1896 in Saint Paul, Minnesota to a well-to-do, upper-middle class family. Fitzgerald experienced a comfortable upbringing and attended some of the finest schools, including Princeton. Early in life he decided to become a writer and spent much of his time honing that craft. His severe dedication led to his grades suffering, which landed him on academic probation. He dropped out of college soon after and joined the Army.

Louisville's local lore says that during Fitzgerald’s time stationed at Camp Zachary Taylor, he would visit the Seelbach Hotel to enjoy one of his favorite pastimes: drinking. Often, he would go down to the Bavarian-style bar in the hotel's basement, called the Rathskeller, and enjoy cigars and premium Kentucky bourbon. One evening, his unruly drunkenness forced staff to restrain and remove him from the hotel. 

The innovative hotel left an impression on him. A lot of the speculation about Louisville's influence on The Great Gatsby comes with solid evidence. In fact, it is almost a certainty. Jay Gatsby, the title character, trained at Camp Zachary Taylor and fell in love with a southern Louisville socialite, Daisy Fay, who married another man in the Grand Ballroom of the "Muhlbach" Hotel (one of the Seelbach's main attractions is the Grand Ballroom on the 10th floor). Gatsby himself mirrors former Cincinnati prohibition gangster, George Remus, whom Fitzgerald met during his time in Louisville. It's hard to really debate the significant influence the author's time spent at the Seelbach had on his most famous work, which also stands as one of the most acclaimed literary novels of all time.

After his time in Louisville, Fitzgerald was at Fort Leavenworth, where he became a student to Dwight Eisenhower—a man he openly did not like. He went next to Alabama, stationed at Camp Sheridan outside Montgomery, as a Second Lieutenant. He never saw the war, though, as it ended in 1918 before his deployment.

While in Alabama, he met Zelda Sayre, the young daughter of a Supreme Court Justice. She became the object of his adoration, but he found himself rejected by her because he did not make enough to support her. His writing efforts had yet to turn out any success, so he went back home to New York and found menial jobs while continuing to work on his writing career. When The Romantic Egotist was accepted for publication and renamed This Side of Paradise, the novel was an instant success, gaining Fitzgerald an income substantial enough to convince his beloved Southern Belle to accept his hand in marriage.

The 1920s saw success and hardship for the Fitzgeralds. They spent a lot of time in Europe, and F. Scott befriended Ernest Hemingway. Their relationship had its difficulties, and Hemingway did not like Zelda. In his memoir, A Moveable Feast, Hemingway described Zelda as being insane and often blamed her for Fitzgerald's inability to complete novels in a timely fashion; he also accused her of driving his friend to drink so much, which distracted him from his novels and forced him to write commercial short-fiction for magazines—an act he derided. 

F. Scott Fitzgerald did have a brief stint in Hollywood in 1926. He wrote flapper comedies for United Artists. During this time, he began his affair with Lois Moran, a television, film, and stage actress who became the inspiration for one of his main characters in Tender is the Night—Rosemary Hoyt. This situation put further strain on his and Zelda's marriage, so they left Hollywood after only a couple of months.

Despite the legacy F. Scott Fitzgerald left in the literary world, This Side of Paradise was his only novel that sold well. The remainder of his career was a constant financial struggle trying to support him and Zelda's lavish New York lifestyle, as well as her medical bills.

In 1930, Zelda’s schizophrenia diagnosis confirmed Hemingway's suspicions about her sanity with her diagnosis of schizophrenia. Her health, which was already fragile, only worsened from thereon. In 1936, her ever-increasing violence caused Fitzgerald to have her committed to Highland Hospital in Asheville, North Carolina.

Despite his disdain for film work, Fitzgerald entered into a contract with Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer in 1937 because he needed the money. He moved to Hollywood and stayed there until his heart-attack death in 1940 at the age of forty-four. Since he was not a practicing Catholic, the Roman Catholic Church would not permit his burial at the Fitzgerald family plot in St. Mary's Cemetery in Rockville, Maryland, so he was buried in Rockville Union Cemetery instead. In 1975, his daughter, Scottie, had his and Zelda's remains moved to the St. Mary's family plot.

In the later years of his life, he thought of himself as a Hollywood hack, and mocked himself as such in his Pat Hobby short stories. Already an alcoholic, this poor self-image only worsened his disease. Poor F. Scott Fitzgerald, the doomed genius, had only two options: sell out or starve. Maybe this regret is what has him allegedly hanging around the famed hotel where his initial inspiration began, and where he had dreams of one day being a celebrated novelist.

There are many well-known haunts inside the Seelbach Hotel. F. Scott Fitzgerald is not one of them, as we never heard of his ghostly present during our initial research. In fact, we came upon this story simply by chance. Often, people ask us what we feel are some of the most haunted places we've visited. Naturally, as Louisville natives, people often seek our opinions about Waverly, which we place on that list. Other locations are the Old Stone Jail in Shepherdsville, Kentucky, Eastern Cemetery in Louisville, and the Seelbach Hotel.

Upon mentioning the Seelbach once to a man, Jacob ended up in a conversation about the many haunts reported there. Of course, we discussed the well-known accounts: The Lady in Blue, the waiters in the Ballroom, the strange hissing black mist on the 10th floor, as well as some of our own personal experiences. The man then told us that while he worked there long ago, he saw the ghost of F. Scott Fitzgerald a few times. We hadn't heard this one yet, so Jacob asked him to elaborate.

It appears the risqué 1920s author haunts the Rathskeller, having a smoke and a drink. He also walks from one side of the room towards the bar. The man telling us the stories claimed to see this image himself, along with a co-worker or two. When Jacob asked him if he was sure the spirit in question was Fitzgerald, the man said he was certain of it, as he was a lifelong fan and "would know that man's face anywhere."

He also said Fitzgerald lingers in one of the doorways to the Grand Ballroom, nervously checking his watch. He doesn't know what this residual image could signify; he just knows it was him. He also claims to have encountered the famous specter wandering into Gatsby's on 4th. Obviously, this would not have been the name of the restaurant during F. Scott's days in Louisville, but maybe this one is an intelligent spirit allowing his romantic ego to propel him towards an establishment
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