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Sigil drawn from http://sigilscribe.me/
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Thea took a picture of her bare thigh with her phone. Then she used the coven’s app to draw the sigil over her skin. The lines were glowy orange, which contrasted nicely with her dark skin.

She focused her mind, recited the sigil’s phrase with confidence, and then casted it upon her skin.

Excellent.

Now she was ready to face the world. Thea picked up her school bag and went to her new school for the second day.

The first day was... Eh. Let’s not get into that right now, nobody wants to relive it.

The city school wasn’t much different than the one in the country. But the kids were nothing alike. Thea looked around at her schoolmates, it was like they couldn’t wait to grow up. Girls were dressed up nicely and covered in makeup. At least some boys did act their age and were dressed in gym slacks and running shoes. But others, the cool guys, were walking teenage models. Hair gel, acne-free, clothes from the latest fashion.

Were they gonna be like that for the entire year? Wasn’t it exhausting?

Thea metaphorically slapped herself. Hey! You’re here to make friends. Don’t judge people.

Kids snickered as she passed them by.

Yup, first day at school was spilling over to the second one.
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LET’S RECAP:

Thea steps foot into new school. Wide eyed, just came to live in Athens only days ago. Doesn’t know anybody, obviously. “Be patient,” parents say, “say yes to activities, you’ll meet people. You’ll make friends in no time.”

Riiight.

Wait for it. Waiiit for... There she is. Thea talks to some girls. They’re friendly. And the first thing they ask for, obviously, is her Agora social name.

So she gives it. TheAWitch. The-A-Witch. Get it? GET IT? It was a lot funnier when she was twelve.

“What’s this on your profile?” pretty brunette girl asks with phone in hand. “Symbols? Are you really a witch?”

“Yeah, I am,” Thea says casually. Big mistake Thea. Laugh it off. Say it was last-year’s phase. SAY YOU DID IT TO GET A BOY, a girl even, say ANYTHING ELSE I BEG Y- “I’m a Hellenic witch,” says Thea, the black girl in a white country.

And they talk amongst themselves and hide their laughter but the damage is done and Thea walks away embarrassed.

So there. Worst first day ever, relived. Happy now?
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THEA GOT INTO CLASS. Thank the stars and the moon that she wasn’t the only black girl in it, there were two more. Whatshername and the Otherone. Thea was terrible with names.

She hovered for a few seconds as people went around her. She had to choose a seat, and it could be the defining thing for today. She didn’t know much of the big-city life, but she knew enough that location, location, location meant everything.

She forced herself to sit with the black
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