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INTRODUCTION

Welcome to Achieve Reading: The Expected Standard – Revision

In this book you will ﬁnd all the activities and information you need to 

achieve the expected standard in the Key Stage 2 Reading test.

About the Key Stage 2  

Reading National Test

The test will take place in the summer term in Year 6. It will be done in 

your school and will be marked by examiners – not by your teacher. 

In the test you will be given a booklet containing a range of texts 

and another booklet for your answers. The texts will be from ﬁction, 

non-ﬁction and poetry. The ﬁrst text will be the easiest and the last 

text will be the most challenging. The texts and questions will be very 

similar to the texts that you have been reading in school. You will have 

one hour to read the texts and complete the answer booklet. 

The test is worth a total of 50 marks.

•  Some questions ask you to ﬁnd the answer in the text. These 

questions are usually worth 1 mark. These make up 44–66 % of 

the marks.

•  Some questions ask you to write a short answer. These questions 

are usually worth 2 marks. They make up 20–40 % of the marks.

•  Other questions ask you to write a longer answer. These are 

worth 3 marks. They make up 6–24 % of the marks.
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INTRODUCTION

Before the test  •   Try to revise little and often, rather than in long sessions.

•  Choose a time of day when you are not tired or hungry.

•  Choose somewhere quiet so you can focus.

•  Revise with a friend. You can encourage and learn from each other.

•  Read the ‘Top tips’ throughout this book to remind you of important 

points in answering test questions.

•  Use the advice given in this book when you are reading your own 

reading book. Ask yourself some of the questions as you read along.

•  KEEP READING all kinds of non-ﬁction, ﬁction and poetry texts.

During the test  •  READ THE QUESTION AND READ IT AGAIN.

•  If you ﬁnd a question difﬁcult to answer, move on; you can always 

come back to it later.

•  Always answer a multiple-choice question. If you really can’t work 

out an answer, read the text again and try to think of the most 

sensible response.

•  Check to see how many marks a question is worth. Have you written 

enough to ‘earn’ those marks in your answer?

•  Read the question again after you have answered it. Check you have 

done what the question asked you to do.

•  If you have any time left at the end, go back to the questions you 

have missed.

Where to get help

•  Pages 8–58 will help you develop the skills you need to achieve a 

scaled score of 100 in the test.

•  Page 59 contains a glossary to help you understand key terms 

about writing, reading and grammar.

•  Pages 63–64 provide the answers to the ‘Try this’ questions.

•  Inside back cover contains a revision checklist to help you keep 

track of your progress.

Test techniques








How to use this book

2

1  Introduction – This section introduces each assessable element 

so you know what you need to achieve. 

2  What you need to know – Important facts about the 

assessable elements are given in this section. Read them carefully. 

Words in purple are deﬁned in the glossary at the back of the book.

3  Let’s practise – This section includes short extracts from the 

types of text you can expect to ﬁnd in the Key Stage 2 Reading 

National Test, as well as an example question. Follow the steps 

carefully and work through the example.
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LANGUAGE AND MEANING

Understanding texts

•  Every piece of information given contributes to the meaning of the 

whole text.

•  The meaning of the text is what it is telling you.

What you need to know

To achieve the expected standard, you need to ﬁnd information and 

explain how it links to the meaning of the whole text.

Let’s practise

Menorca is one of the Balearic Islands located in the Mediterranean Sea 

belonging to Spain. e name ‘Menorca’ actually means ‘windy island’. 

Menorca is the rst place in Spain to see sunrise each day and has over 

300 sunny days every year. It has more than 100 sandy beaches and it has 

beautiful crystal clear waters. e island is home to around 99,000 people 

and they host over 1 million visitors every year.  

Why do so many people visit Menorca 

each year? 

Give two reasons.

Read the question and read it again. What is it 

asking?

Read the text again and look for something a visitor 

to the island would like.

Continue reading the whole passage to find 

something that would really attract so many people.

Write this answer down.

Choose one of your facts and write a second answer. 

Then, check your answers.

The question is asking you to say why lots of 

people visit Menorca.

It is located in the Mediterranean Sea.

It has lots of sunny days every year, which would 

be nice.

lots of sunny days

sandy beaches

2

3

4

6

1

Read the text again and find another reason. There are lots of sandy beaches and clear water.

5
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4  Try this – Practise answering the questions for yourself. 

5  Glossary – A glossary for some practice tests is provided to 

help with tricky words.

6  Top tips – These hints help you to do your best. Use them well.
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MAKING INFERENCES

1 

The dragons thrashed around wildly in the surf,  

gagging and choking, with their eyes  

popping, their tails causing such tidal  

waves that the boys were soaked,  

even though they were scrambling away  

from the headland as fast as they could.

Finally, with some last heaving shudders and grim gurgles,  

both mighty beasts lay still in the water.

There was silence.

The boys stopped running. They stood gasping for breath,  

watching the motionless beasts with dread. The boys’ dragons, which were flying 

some way ahead of the boys, also turned, and hung still in the air.

Why do you think the boys watched the dragons with dread? 

[1 mark]

2 

One Careful Owner (rumoured to be  

Queen Boudicca of  the Iceni)

Low Mileage

Two or Four Horsepower

Wheels with Sharp Knives (if required)

5 months Road Tax

Blood-Red Bodywork

inlaid with Roman Bones

What impression do you get of the condition of the chariot?  

[2 marks]

Give two impressions.

1. 

2. 

Try this

•  Boudicca queen of the Celtic Iceni, 

a tribe living in the East of England 

before the Roman invasion

•  horsepower an old-fashioned 

measurement of power

Glossary

•  Be a detective. Find clues that help you ﬁll in the missing information. 

•  Put all the clues together and add them to the information you know.

•  Try to empathise with a central character. What would you do?  

How would you feel?

•  Use a quote from the text or use your own words to support your answer.

Top tips
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